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CHAPTER  I. 
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Being  a  Proof  that  the  Art  of  writing  long  Let* 

ten  is  still  extaitt. 

xlo  W  unjust  are  they,  my  dear  sister* 
and  how  little  are  they  skilled  in  the  me- 
chanism of  the  human  heart,  who  venture 
to  maintain  that  ahsence  from  the  friends  of - 
cariy  years  ran  weaken  the  tie  of  affection, 
Ivhen  it  is  once  thoroughly  cemented!  A 
continued  and  uninterrupted  intercourse 
may  perhaps  strengthen  bonds  which  are 
the  result  of  necessity,  or  which  are  io 
miy  respect  imaginary,  but  may  it  not  too 
frequently  be  the  meians  of  converting 
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such  bonds  into  loathsome  and  disgusting 
fetters,  intolerable  ,to  the  wearers,  and  re- 
^  quiring  nothing  but  bpf>ortunity  to  be 
brokeh  ahd  cast  aside  ? 

^'  In  England,  happy  England,  my  ob- 
servations were  necessarily  limited  to  the 
few  transactions  in  which  the  schoolboy 
and  the  would-be  tnail  dt  College  is  un- 
avoidably engaged ;  t  departed  from  it  too 
soon  to  fix  a  proper  estimation  upon  its 
blessing^,  or  to  experience  what,  at  this  dis- 
tance, I  hear  of  its  curses;  for  even  while 
we  are  broiling  under  a  burning  sun,  ahd 
t6ifirig  "a^  chfeetftiily  as  dui-  natures  will  ad- 
ftiit,  ih  thfe  hd]pe  6f  enjoyitig  the  blessings 
«f  Kfeerty  artd  cOolh^  (it  is  diffisalt  f6r  a 
j^esddfflit  in  fifittdostan  to  say  Nvliich  he 
W6tild  ttiOl^t  preifei-),  We  ai'e  c6htinually 
fold,  by  £tlgla!nct^  pettdtted  spirits,  that 
you  aiie  all  that  is  thfefel^bte ;  but,  What- 
ever  you  ar6,  "Wt  loSk  toWafds  ybU  ^tith  a 
Ittigifig  eye :  in  fifta^flAtion,  i^e  may 
^Wb^bly  liiaghify  ydut  J>teasures,  arid  tei- 
isify  your  pamsi^Ve  may  call  itt  tli^  aid 

of 


ef  an  ideel  telescope,  in  0ur  view  of  tlie 
farmer,  and  reverse  the  endy  when  we 
h)ok  8t  the  latter.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
•  England,  with  all  thy  fkults;  I  love  therf 
still,'  and  I  yet  hope  to  find  thee  all  that 
I  could  wi^  thee.  At  all  events,  I  left 
behind  me  aU  that  education  or  hsMt  had 
tau^t  me  to  cfaeiish  and  lei^peet;  and  I 
Can  assure  you,  Matilda,  that  toy  regard 
ibr  that  all  is  not  a  fittie  increased  by  tifsltis^ 
p<»t^ion  to  a  cUttie  and  conntfy  a6  little 
a^ted  to  the  indnl^^de  43i  social  sHet- 
tion. 

«<  Y<)U  W&l  {(rdbably  iay,  ttM  I  tnust 
have  contracted  fiiendi^ips  in  tiie  ^laee  to 
which  fate  has  ccmsigned  me ;  but  my  re^ 
gaids  were  fixed,  and  1  had  begun  to  re- 
liah  the  delights  of  fiienffly  intercourse, 
before  forttme  ei^posed  me  fo  the  "b^mpt- 
ing  bait  whidi  sepamted  me,  at  a  rather 
later  period  of  life  than  is  ttsual  in  Indian 
ispecnlactions,  from '  those  I  loved,  and  by 
wliose  afieetion  I  had  4>een  dierished.  I 
staid  but  io  Witness  lihe  commenoement 
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of  your  jsorrows,  and  those  of  Herbert,  and 
was  doomed  by  distance  to  regret  them 
long  after  they  had  wholly  ceased  to  pro- 
duce disquietude.  Here  my  case  was 
doubly  distressing — I  had  witnessed  your 
unhappiness,  and  I  doubted  the  fortunate 
reverses ;  for  I  judged  of  you  both  by  my 
own  feelings,  and  I  supposed,  that  al« 
though  you  would  be  doubly  anxious  to 
convey  {)leasure,  you  would  carefully  ab- 
stain fiom  the  communication  of  any  in- 
telligence which  you  were  convinced  would 
be  an  infliction  of  pain. 

"  In  your  last  (I  mea!ti  the  last  I  receiv- 
ed, for  I  hope  there  are  many  in  their  pro- 

« 

gress  towards  me),  you  expressed  your  as- 
tonishment that,  for  so  many  years,  I 
should  have  remained  a  bachelor ;  nay, 
you  were  even  kind  enough  to  offer  your 
services  in  consdgning  me  a  wife — did  you 
mean  a  ready-made  one,  or  a  wife  in  petto  ? 
For  your  kind  intention,  I  have  to  return 
my  best  thanks ;  they  will,  however,  be 
conveyed  by  my  pen,  with  sensations  of 

pleasure. 
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pleasure,  for  I  shall  feel  satisfied  that  you 
and  Herbert  (I  cannot  gulp  the  baronet 
yet)  are  supremely  blest  in  each  other,  or 
you  would  not  recommend  to  your  bro- 
ther his  entrance  into  a  state  which '  to 
yourself  had  been  a  source  of  uneasiness. 
'  "  Alas,  Matilda !  if  I  did  not  leave  my 
heart  behind  me,  I  left  my  inclinations — 
I  left  the  land  of  ease,  sprightliness,  and 
,]gaiety,- for  the  region  of  indolence  and 
languor.  How  often  have  Herbert  and 
mys^  in  our  college  rambles,  feasted  our 
eyes  upon  a  well-turned  ancle  (don't  be 
angry  with  him,  and  box  his  ears  before 
you  finish  the  parenthesis,  for  it  was  pre- 
vious to  his  falling  over  head  and  ears  in 
love) — ^with  what  vigour  have  we  quick- 
ened our  pace,  in  order  to  see  the  face  to 
which  it  belonged !  How  frequently  has 
our  jiaste  be«i  repaid  by  the  sight  of  re- 
^lar  features;  and  an  animated  counte- 
nance—a brow  beaming  with  intelligence, 
and  cheeks  dimpled  with '  inward  joy  and 
heartfelt  satisfaction!    But,  on  the  other 

B  3  hand. 
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liaod^  ilr  must  be  cmsfessed,  that  we  some^ 
time9>  east  on  each  other  an  accu»ng  look 
of  foUy^  on  perceiving  our  ^xertiona  repaid 
by  the  face  of  a  Gorgon*  surmounted  by 
the  forehead  and  locks:  of  a  Medusa.  Poor 
Fanny  Templeton !  and  yet  Fanny  Temr 
pleton,  with  all  her  ugliness,  is  in  my  opi- 
jiion  infinitely  preferable  to  the  unhuppy 
beings  who  ai;e  yearly  imported  frcHB  Eng- 
land^ on  matrimonial  speeulaticQ).  Poor 
things !  how  I  haye  pitied  them,  Wi,  their 
being  exposed  with  the  rest  c£  the  cargo^ 
to  public  inspection !  but  I  must  9wp^ 
that  although  I  woidd  not  have  chosim  9^ 
wife  from  the  dregs  of  your  public  plaees 
F-^the  leading  of  the  officers  and  others 
on  the  passage  outward,  and  the  unmanrir 
i^  men  at  the  different  places  where  the 
vessel  bad  toodbed,,  I  y^t  found  ooomdeis 
Me  satii^ctiim  at  the  sight  <^  oompara^ 
tivel^  lovely  females  fr<»n  the  &vomred 
land  of  beauty,  glowing  with  ruddy  heidtl^ 
the  gift  of  their  parent  s(h1,  and  the  natu- 
ral consequence  of  their  voy  $^e ;  parties- 

kuiy 


Jarljr  wJiW  J  Bpfli^^rwM  tb«?i  v^t^  ^ 

wbofte  n^vfi  ?ljWTOs  vw«?  d«tw?yed  by 
tb0  kidpleqoe  and  inactivity^  jem^  by  t^ 
SPbode  of  liviii^  adopted  gen«»Py  by.  tl^^ 
languid  inbnbitfnts  of  ^h^  tropical  f^gipim* 
Uerp  N^tM^  hf^  hepn  equally  l^o»PtiftiJ  ^ 
with  ypii  in  i^  distpibutioTj  of  nie^m  9^ 
l^odily  qu$4ifics(tipn)S|  but  ci)StQm  fi>rbjdfi 
th^  f^  \Q  walki  tbe  §np4  ^  9Pli  or  ih^ 
mmd  to  ihin^;  aq  eqervating  oUmat^ 
pp^s  tb^  door  to  lui^ury  ax\d  indulgcsQce^ 
j^iid  it  C9(BXiot  be  denied  tb^^t  the  inhali- 
ta^ts  of  ^Icutta^  t^}^  evefy  advantage  of 
^h^  ^<*q3*^l^  which  M  thu«  peered  tp 

^'  !Pu]^  |t  U  ^uivt^e  fop;  ^bose  whp  caiv 
fjr  tbeir  brittle  wi^f^  to  an  ^pdi^ap  ma^lfe^ 
(b^t  the  improvidence  eng^d^ed  by  ap 
Un]ixi4te4  ^ndfil^gef^ce  of  th^  gcpsser  app€(« 

tjite^fpbs  tbp  Anglo-A«i*tip  of  ^is  ppwei^i 
pf  for^sigbf,  ^  Ifjgida  hjip  tp  reg^d  fr^ 
jmpprtpd  bpaijty  1^  pem^^neiijt  jlpve^f^et^, 
»lfhpu^h  p^  experience  pjf  pyeiy  dw^ 
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might  convince  him  to  the  contrary.  As 
to  myself,  I  have  retained  my  love  of 
study,  my  halnts  of  temperance,  and  my 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  exercise, 
t)oth  to  the  mind  and  body*  Can  you 
wonder,  then,  after  what  I  have  said,  that 
I  am  still  a  bachelor?  and  such,  in  all 
probability,  I  shall  remain,  unless  I  reason 
like  Benedict,  and  declare  that,  when  I  said 
I  should  die  a  bachelor,  I  did  not  think  I 
should  live  to  be  married..  But  if  that 
.  should  ever  be  the  case,  I  am  certain  it 
nmst joot  be  tiH  I  can  cull  from  the  flowers 
of  England,  and  not  from  its  weeds. 
^When  that  will  be,  Heaven  knows;  fof, 
before  I  can  obtain  the  long  wished-for  in- 
tiependence,  which  will  enable  me  to  re- 
turn  to  my  native  land  with  comfort  to 
myself,  my  constitution  will,  in  aH  pro- 
bability, be  broken,  and  I  shall  stand  more 
in  heed  of  a  nurse  than  a  wife :  but  even 
then,  with  well-lined  pockets,  I  might  find 
plenty  of  parents  ready  to  sacrifice  the 
ypUth  and  beauty  of  their  offspring  at  the 
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shrine  of  ridhes;  and  perhaps  the  possessors 
of  youth  and  beauty  will  be  ready  to  take 
.up  with  an  enervated  body,  joined  with 
premature  decrepitude,  if  a  carriage  and 
suitable  establishment  were  attached  to 
the  bargain.  If  all  this  is  not  strictly  true, 
you  know  I  am  liable  to  all  the  pains  and 
penalties  attendant  on  a  libel  upon  nature's 
fiurest  works. 

**  You  win  very  likely  tell  me  that,  on 
my  return  to  England,  all  my  philosophy 
will  vanish,  and  that  I  shall  join  with  the 
otheif  victims  of  the  blind  god  in  the  dance 
of  fofly.  But  we  will,  at  all  events^  w^it 
«mtil  t^e  arrival  of  that  hap{^  event — and 
I  verily  -believe  I  would  sufifer  every  ar* 
row  in  Cupid's  quiver  to  pierce  my  unfor- 
tunate carcass  (for  I  suppose  he  must  do 
that  to  get  at  my  heart),  if  I  could  at  this 
moment,  without  losing  sight  of  pru* 
dence,  set  foot  on  Albion's  happy  shores* 

"  But  who  knows  what  may  happen 
when  I  do  return^  after  having  cast  off  my 
yellow  skin^  by  a  month's  probation  at 
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C^settenhatti.  If  sH-pomerSil  Cupid  caft 
beiKi  the  sttong^  hale,  and  iiearty,  to  a  p»^ 
^eot  sui»eryieiKy  to  bis  will  and  pleasure^ 
liv^t  bcrpe  of  ^escape  cm  ihefe  possibly  be 
to  the  pos6e»s»r  dt  ^m  emaciated  feMn^ 
held  together  %y  t-ekxed  fibres  ?  8ut  if  I 
laii,  {  i4iali  tiot  ML  tuitteve^gied,  fer  woe 
to  the  wreteh  to  wiiom  desliny  shall  Uk^ 
it  into  her  head  to  couple  me ! 

"  By-tfee^hjrfi  I  do  iMrt  ttiaiak  that  the 
leiether  of  a  spoilt  child  hds  antjr  right  to 
ia!7  doWn  Fulei»  for  the  ieoi»iiict  of  others; 
imty^ahiiough  sirHeibert  Beaucbamp  mu. 
like  **  £[»eiiid  of  libe  petrpie,'  and,  wltat  nvas 
InoM^  HAte  jiriend  of  Mr.  ValbiGk  O^augh.- 
iri6ssr^9  %i3K)<mMdealer  'jyid  dndepenflent  .eleo- 
tor <of  Ite bopfiii^  of '■■■>■'  -^  te ^as xiot 

cssist  tbe  omiitnandB  tof  fhis  Htde  daughta^ 
jo^hi^nga  queer^kioking  flad  &om  Bsmr 
cbsmfip  to  Ijondolu 

^tOf  Mn  j^mpfion/  xanie  dwith  fArt'  of 
n^atTjdBii  hanrenlaa)dme'iiiiMiId:baT€$Tb€teli 
iKi&iimi;  4o  hoKe  coiealied  on  ^a^  faimst  |k 

veneration 
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^ell  those  w!^?^  §^f  ^  ^  fpund  u^  9 

g^eiess;  Jmt  I  neyprth^ef^  hopp,  th$^$ 
the  |iext  |ime  he  tfikes  i);  into  1)1^  he^  to 
run  aw^  w}t^  Geitru^^  he  will  not  only 
^]k.e  cape  tp  iFfSB  ^^  psur/efully  |i)  a  blanr 
^t^  hu|;  th§t  l^e  y('i^  take  tbf  t^roubl^  of 
laying  ^  npfe  l^Iup4  hint,,  saying  where 
l^e  is  to  he  found,  and  not  exgojse  himi^If 
^d  bi9  c}}^ge  to  be  muf  dered — ^in  imagi- 
{Ration.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amis$  tg 
sugg^  to  him  (though  with  all  due  de- 
ffxeqce  to  hi$  bettei^  j^dgment)  on  such  m 
occa^on,  the  propriety  of  pmitting  to  fas^ 
ten  on^  h}§  nightcs^p,  in  futmie,  wkh  a  re^ 
ribbon,  or  else  to  take  thf?  ribbpn  off,  on 
t})^  firs^  som\i^  ff^  jgfi  al§]:m :  eyery  other 
QoXonr  is  (x^Q^r^^ively  ^apml^. 

t'  Yofi  ms^  pf roeiv^,  by  the  waoderingf 
gf  pay  profaic  jt^m^,  that  I  |iv^  |n  thelanii 
^  f^cy,  the  bir^h-place  of  tl)e  ^eni|  (not 
the  geniuses),  sqid  whep^  |;he  spirts  of  the         ^ 
?^  Wf^?:?Bd  T^^efv  ^  jm^  theu: 
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ohoe-acknowledged  influence,  or  hort^ 
otherwise  could  I  have  become  minutely 
acquainted  with  what  the  tongue  only  can 
describe,  and  that  tongue  belonging  to  a 
witness,  of  some  desmption  or  other,  whe- 
ther he  chance  to  be  visible  or  invisible  ? 
I  can  fancy  myself  at  Beauchamp,  which 
I  never  saw — the  venerable  oak,  the  pride 
of  the  estate,  which  stands  on  the  lawn 
before  the  house,  is  before  my  eyes — I  can 
see  the  sports  of  the  children,  towards  the 
dose  of  the  day,  when  you,  Matilda,  and 
your  helpmate,  are  happy  spectators — ^the 
worthy  Simpson,  in  the  pursuit  of  his  stu- 
dio with  Arthur  and  Gertrude,  under  the 
€£»re  and  siiperintendance  of  the  amiable 
Mr.  Marshall,  &c.  &e. 

**  If  I  have  made  you  wonder  sufficient- 
ly, I  will  go  on  with  my  story,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  I  will  begin  it — and, 
wliat  is  more  than  most  story-tellers  can 
say,  I  will  tell  it  in  as  few  words  as  are 
consistent  with  intelligibility : — 

**  About  two  months  since,  an  Ameri- 
can 
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^n  vessel  arrived  here  upon  a  voyage  of 
speculation.  Chance,  or  destiny  if  you 
please,  induced  me  to  visit  it,  in  company 
with  a  merchant,  who,  merchant-like,  was 
anxious  to  see  what  he  could  do  in  the 
way  of  trade. 

**  We  were  seated  in  the  cahin,  when  a 
boy  rushed  in,  followed  by  two  sailors, 
who  seized  him,  and  prepared  to  drag  him 
out.  The  boy  appealed  to  our  compassion 
in  the  most  piteous  manner,  and  implored 
us  to  afford  him  protection,  saying  he  had 
been  torn  from  his  inends  in  England : 
the  sailors  insisted  that  he  was  an  Anie- 
rican,  and  one  of  the  most  hardened  liars 
in  existence. 

^  A  glow  o[  honest  indignation  arose  in 
the  lad's  face,  which  made  both  my  friend 
and  myself  suspect  that  the  imputation  of 
lying  might  be  cast  with  more  justice 
upon  his  accusers.  My  friend  asked  some 
questions  of  the  captain,  who  was  with  us» 
but  he  professed  a  total  ignorance  of  the 
boy,  and  of  his  concerns.     However,  he 

nodded 


ft^  boy  to  ^he  dopr  of  t|je  j3^in. 

SFW  a  gpefit  ^pge^npp  pf  mystery  jfi  t}^ 
t^upines^.  The  hoy's  l^ngu^gft  gf)4  U§ 
jnanner  of  speaking,  proved  hiiii  tq  l^v^ 
^9^  ^  ady^lajge  of  ex^wples  ly^iich  a 
perctjaijt^  ship  ppujd  nevp^r  jagye  ?ff9^* 
pi ;  ihQj^  -^9^  ^  d<^ic^(^  of  lexpfi^o^  in 
fei^  coiinjen^ce,  pnf^  ^  4^gf?e  qf  in4^T 
fpriba^Jp  ^ftergy,  b^^  it  w4^  JRttf^  ??r^r 

/*  I  addres$ed  ipy^lf  ^  the  csfpt^in^ 
yhp,  althpugh  h^  bad  juf t  Ijefopp  pleaded 
ignorfin^e,  pow  9^  jthat  |;he  boy  iva§  hij 
apprentice,  and  a  native  of  Basftoi},  ^  t;h|Q 
jSrap  time  casting  a  wjp^t  feroqpq§  look 
Ipw^d^  th^  p9or  lad,  w|)p  ^e^nc^d  tp  ^hnjik 
5jrith  ini?wd  hqnrw^  §s  tl|e  jilqod  focsq^ 
hi?  face." 

•  fWi  gaitlemep,  hear  wtf^  I  hpief  t9 
8»j  n  cr^ed  th^  treif^blii^g  sufferer. 

•  Silence,  ypji  w]\e\Q,  or  your  ji^gne?  sb^} 

and 


fund  miliar  y^k^  wQuld  ^v^  p^l7)fij94  f^ 

fersoa  isK^lmed  to  b^  At  i4}  nerv49w». 

.    ^'  Humaiiity  caU^  for  jotet^nenoe,  mi 

^'  This  he  declined,  sayjii^  tb^  4^  »rfl^ 
«obcyiy'8  bli§i»«»  bl*t  b^  PJv.n^  wd  K^  bad 
something  else  to  do  thsji  3itefa4  iP  ^  WS^ 
eel  of  nonsensical  f)f4^''er. 

**  My  friend  now  ^gaiVj?  t^e  f^^p^n  to 
unde^at^f^  jtb^  lihfi  sf^t^^ipfi  I  ^/^d  in 
<to^  Q9i»j^y's  seryjiee  )Wflwlde^i^e  qie  to 
compel  obedience  to  the  direc^oi^  J[ 
^oseto^l^e. 

*'  On  this  the  captain  thought  projpi^r  4^ 
JbiB  :«a^n|ti,  wd  J  ^aslfled  ^  boy  l^s  pame. 
JJe  >wps  ^uit  tp  ai;iw;ei>  wjtifin  Jif^  j^jop 
again  met  those  of  the  cejpi^tf^n^  a^4  Jt^^  '^i^* 
mained  silent,  I  then  d^ced  ;tbfe  two 
sailors  to  qirit  tbe  <^bki,  -wh^cjbi  tb^re- 
Jl^tcteotty  j^d ;  J  rpoj^^d  ,tQ  ;my  i^end, 
cwhp,  iWrpijeteijfcQe.of  businqsi^  4efire4  thp 
<fi^B*i»  :tP  ^mJk  M8J»  $|«(^.    jg^  i^l;^. 

ted. 
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ted,  but  on  my  giving  him  the  choice  of 
leaving  me  alone  with  the  boy,  or  of  su^ 
fering  me  to  take  him  with,  me  on  shore, 
•he  went  out,  knowing  from  my  friend''^ 
statement  that  it  was  in  my  powa  to  ha- 
rass him  very  considerably  in  his  mercan- 
tile transactions. 

**  As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  this  was  our 
conversation : — 

^  Your  name,  my  boy  ?* 

*  Arthur  Manfred." ' 

*  Who  and  what  are  your  parents  ?' 

^  I  never  knew  them,  sir ;  I  am  a  po<Hr 
orphan/ 

*  But  you  said  that  you  had  friends  in 
England? 

'  And  so  I  have,  sir,  and  good  friends, 
to  whom  my  absence  will  be  a  source  of 
much  uneasiness/ 

*  Their  names  ?* 

*  Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp  T 

**  You  may  readily  guess  at  my  astonish^ 
ment,.  but  the  circumstance  appeared  so 
truly  remarkable,  that  I  felt  ipclined  to 

inquire 
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inquire  a  little  fovther,  before  I  ado{ited 
the  plan  which  instantly  occurred  to  my 
mind.  There  might,  I  conceived,  be  more 
persons  than  one  who  bore  that  appella- 
tion, particularly  as  you,  my  sister,  had 
never  made  the  slightest  mention  of  your 
having  such  a  proteg^.  I  asked  him  to 
describe  the  several  members  of  the  fami- 
ly, which  he  did,  even  to  myself,  and  to 
my  residence  at  Calcutta. 

••  This  was  suiBcient ;  I  took  the  boy 
by  the.hand,  and  proceeded  with  him  upon 
the  deck:  my  friend's  business  was  con- 
eluded,  and  I  then  told  the  captain  that  I 
should  take  the  boy  on  shore  with  me, 
being  well  acquamted  with  his  friends  in 
England. 

^VThe  captain  again  mentioned  the  ha- 
bit of  lying,  in  which  the  boy  was  very 
expert;  but  1  told  him  that  I  had  heard 
sufficient  to  convince  me  of  the  truth  of 
his .  account,  and  that  I  was  satisfied  foul 
play  had  been  used  in  detaching  him  from 
his  potectors. 

"To 
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•<  To  th^  hp  5m#  iNniK)y»i§e  ctf  tfep 
flop's  C3»w,  I  put  ftn  efi4  to  th^  9Q»vei»pft* 
tiq«  by  fiending  t|e  Wy  down  into  tb? 
fceafc  whitbfr  tey  frie^4  iw4  ?n^*^Jf  inv 

Ift^ititely  foB^w^  hm.    W^  'W^ve  $oo|i 

Iftn^i^  m^  I  qof>d«€tedl  my  new  (dup^ 
t^  my  liptts^  not  %  little  pipped  ^t  thp 
i^ppwtuvHy  T!irbich  qhwc^  had  thus  ^ 
^rfled^  of  tailong  of  tb?  friepd?  mpsit  de^ 
to  me. 

^  It  was  $u9n)e  time  before  I  ^ouI4  allow 
Jfeim  to  ^nter  Urto  t)%G  p^rti€uln«;  cowQe«^ 
j^  bk^s^;  Init  having  ?t  kpgtji  alnao^ 
wprn  him  opt  with  perp^ual  inquiries  a^ 
W#  upon  tb99^  pf:Hnti?  whicb  be  oopW  WV 
iiw^r»  95  tbpse  yhich  b?  ?PUld  not,  J  1^ 
him  to  his  own  affairs.  With  th^  trwsac- 
l^ijlis  wbiob  ppeQeda^  tbo  boy's  disappear- 
fkfi^  ftqpa  (Jf eat  Gporg^str^et,  you  miisjt 
4>f  ()Qur^e  t>@  better  ^oqu^inte^  thaii  myr 
«elf,  I  ebftll  tbefrefpre  only  i^tp  the  €«- 
¥iii|TenQe$  which  h^  ^tei  to  b4^v@  l^ppef^ 

ed  to  bim  »ne^  thftt  tim^. . 

*'  The  instant  he  was  ssfi;^  b«  WflP 

gagged 


gagged  and  bliadfoldedy  and  in  that  statQ 
was  put  into  a  one-horse  chaise>  which  wag 
in  waitkigt  wrapped  in  a  large  coat,  sp 
firmly,  that  he  was  incapable  of  moving  hl^ 
limbsi  and  scarcdy  of  breathing.  The 
carriage  drove  with  great  rapidity,  until  it 
stopped  at  one  of  the  ^troete  leading  dowQ 
to  the  water-side.  He  was  then  put  into 
a  boat,  and  conducted  to  a.  yessel,  wWch 
was  immediately  put  under  weigh,  Aftar 
a  tedious  passage  of  about  two  monthis^ 
the  ship  amved  off  Boston,  where  the  boy 
was  not  permitted  to  go  on  shore,  but  waf^ 
shifl;ed  on  board  the  vessel  i»  which 
I  had  the  good  fortune  to  discover  him, 
and  which,  in  a  few  days^  pix>ceeded  on  a 
voyage  to  Calcutta  and  China.  , 

^'  The  captain  and  three  of  the  oi^w 
were  the  «ame  who  had  failed  fyom  hox^ 
don ;  and  Arthur  seems  of  opinion,  that 
they  were  tiie  same  men  that  seized  biw 
in  the  first  instance.  I  h^ve  had  them  op 
fihore,  and  have  examine  th^m  ^parata-* 
lyt  but  their  depositions  do  not  sioem  ca^ 

culated 
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culated  to  afford  any  satisfactory  clue  ta 
this  stjrange  business.  I  am  totally  un- 
able to  dive  into  the  motives  which  actu- 
ated them :  they  seem  to  have  agreed  on 
a  concerted,  story,  and  were  well  aware 
that  our  powers  respecting  them  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  reclaiming  an  English 
subject. 

"  *•  It  appears  as  if  our  family  was  des- 
tined to  be  the  boy's  preservers:  he  has 
told  me  of  the  cruel  situation  from  which 
he  was  rescued  at  Loughton  Grange :  his 
treatment  on  board  ship  was,  if  possible,  of 
a  worse  description ;  but  luckily  there 
was  no  fiend  of  a  woman  in  the  latter 
place  to  urge  the  continued  infliction  of 
torture. 

"  Arthur,  as  you  may  readily  suppose^ 
was  not  long  in  becoming  completely  do*» 
mesticated  in  my  family.  He  soon  re- 
covered what  I  suppose  to  be  his  former 
looks,  and  with  them  a  certain  degree  of 
confidence  in  himself,  but  not  altogether 
to  the  extent  I  could  have  wished.    For  a 

time 
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time  I  was  at  a  loss  what  to  do  with  him, 
for  you  must  be  well  aware  that  there  was 
little  probability^  of  any  one  obtaining  an 
eligible  situation  on  shore  who  has  not 
received  the  t;ountenance  and  support  of 
their  high  mightinesses  the  demi-gods  of 
Leadenhall-street     However,  the  worthy 

admiral  ^ -,  whom  I  am  proud  at  being 

authorized  to  call  my;friend,  and  who  still 
continues  to  be  the  commanding  oificer  oa 
this  station, .  happening  one  day  to  dine 
with  me,  was  particularly  struck  with  the 
boy's  manners  and  conversation.  The  ad-, 
miral  invited  Arthur  to  accompany  me  the 
following  day  to  his  ship,  when  he  ex- 
pressed himself  still  more  pleased  than  be- 
fore. He  then  kindly  offered  to  take  charge, 
of  my  young  friend,  and  to  have  him  im- 
mediately rated  as  a  midshipman.  Ar-^ 
thur  was  far  from  expressing  any  dislike 
to  the  service ;  on  the  contrary,  he  viewed 
every  thing  about  him  with  evident  satis- 
faction. 

"  We  returned  to  Calcutta,  to  procure, 

the 
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tfee  necesfiafri^d  for  the  bey's  ntfw  avoca* 
tion ;  and,  within  two  days,  Miss  Ger- 
trude's feHoMr-stttdertfc  entered  into  his 
Majesty's  service  uilder  the  most  fiivour* 
able  auspiMS. 

^*  t  have  several  times  been  imi  board, 
and  have  alivayis  seen  him  happy  and  con- 
tented;  but  if  you  t*  Herbert  "have  any 
other  provision  for  him,  he  iM\  be  easily 
withdratm  from  the  narty,  iand  be  sent 
wherever  you  desire.  In  the  meanwhile 
he  is  gaining  tithe,  if  you  mean  he  dbaH 
continue  where  he  is,  and  is  not  losing  it, 
if  you  have  other  views  for  him. 

"  There-^I  think  this  letter  ought  to 
be  considered  enough,  in  all  conscience,  for 
a  twelvemonth  to  cotne ;  but  I  dare  say  I 
shall  be  infected  with  the  cacoethes  scri 
hendi^  at  the  usual  times. 

**  Shake  hands  for  me  with  Herbert,  sfhd 
tefl  Gertrude  what  I  have  done  for  her 
companion — titrt  that  I  mean  to  make  a 
merit  of  it  with  her,  but  I  am  only  desi- 
rous that,  if  ever  I  live  to  see  her,  she  may 

not 


%  Ai^ir  t  401  (AiAfg«i  to  Mf  every 
MtK^;  biA  Tfafe  ik  dtily  iMSMjeMiitiek  ibr  the 
bi^'s  heffiN:  \/0M  to  fiiU,  when  I  tdd  him  of 
fily  inlelyticm  dT  writing  to  his  formCT  be- 
M&Mdi^  thsit  he  could  not  tay  wny.  Mmg: 
Wt  I  afti  ceiluin  Hax  I  tiitf«  exMtiy  eott« 
strued  his  meaning,  which,  in  hit  lit^age 
(€  siieftte,  i^  wtKM  expTOsdve  <)|iata  all  the 
Sequence  i^<^  wMch  gratftttae  codid  ftir- 
msh  ^e  moisft  fltient  tong!^^. 

^  Pool:  Ai^CNT,  with  overflowing  eyw^ 
has  ^ft^  edied  to  £i»fid  tike  tmeafifeiess 

which  he  felt  certain  his  absence  had  <S^ 
ated  among  his  IHetadb^^'  They  must/ 
said  lie,  *  have  toved  me,  or  they  never 
would  have  fostered  the  friendless  child/ 
It  is  impossible  to  say  that  he  speaks  of 
any  one  in  particular,  for  «very  one,  in 
turn,  becomes  the  theme  of  his  conversa* 
tion,  and  receives  the  tribute  of  his  praise. 

"  For  Mr,  Simpson,  his  veneration  is 
unbounded ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
good  old  gentkman  will  be  spared  long 

enough 
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enough  to  receive,  from  his  own  mouth» 
the  overfibwings  of  a  grateful  heart.  I 
have  no  claims  upon  Mr.  Simpson's  friend- 
ship, I  can  therefbre  only  hail  him  as  the 
preserver  of  my  sister  and  the  benefatctor 
of  my  young  friend.  Ere  long  I  hope  to 
take  him  by  the  hand,  to  claim  my  share  of 
his  regards: 

"  And  now,  dear  sister,  may  your  bless-, 
ings  be  as  numerous  as  the  miles  which 
separate  us,  and  as  the  hours  which  I  fear 
are  still  fated  to  divide  us  frY)m  the  sod- 
ety  of  each  other ! — ^This  will  be  the  daily 
prayer  of 

•*  Your  affectionate  brother, 
"  Edwaed  Lawrence.". 


chap: 
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CHAPTER  11. 


Beingj  in  part^  the  introductory  Chapter  to  the 

Third  Volume. 

In  all  matters  of  biography  (and  family  his- 
tories are  only  so  many  conjunct  particles 
of  biography,  dealt  out  in  the  wholej^e) 
tliere  are  several  ways  in  which  the  parties 
concerned  can  be  conducted,  ab  ovo,  which 
is  as  early  in  any  case  as  is  necessary,  ad 
finem^  which  is  as  late  as  there  is  any  oc« 
casion  for ;  but  the  two  most  common  are 
thos^  which  Dr.  Gall  would  dettominate 
circumstantiveness  and  sJfiptativeness ;  the 
latter  most  probably  derived  from  an  ex* 
pression  more  remarkable  for  ;ts  general 
use,  than  for  any  particular  el^ance  of 
sound,  and  which  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  skip  and  go  one.  We  are  aware  that 
VOL.  III.  c  several 


fift  BEAT7CHAM?. 

several  esteemed  editions  read  "  ow**  in- 
stead of  "  owe,*'  but  we  are  ready  to  main- 
tain, that  our  view  of  the  question  is  de- 
cidedly the  correct  one :  as  to  the  former, 
if  any  person  thinks  a  derivation  at  all  essen- 
tial to  his  comprehension  of  the*  meaning, 
he  must  find  one  for  himself,  for  we  shall 
not  insult  by  far  the  greater  majority  of 
our  readers  by  supposing  it  at  all  neces- 
sary. 

When  we  said  that  there  were  several 
ways  of  putting  a  history  together,  we  had 
not  perhaps  given  the  n>atter  a  due  consi- 
deration ;  but  as  we  make  a  point  of  never 
blotting  any  thing  we  have  once  written, 
it  must  therefore  remain  as  it  is ;  and  in 
d^noe  of  our  mode  of  writing,  we  are  of 
o^iirion  that  Hen  Jonson,  however  he  may 
be  d^i^nded  oh  the  score  of  learning,  gave 
no  very  great  proof  of  his  judgment  and 
•taste,  when  he  lamented  the  want  of  a 
pruning-knife  in  the  hands  of  our  immor- 
tidbard.  -By-the-l^e,  the  defects  and  inac- 
curacies in  the  works  of  James  Holroyd 

Fielding, 


Fielding,  and  WilUam  ShakeflqpeiM^  tor 
Shakspere— -for  some  pec^le  spdl  his  namd 
one  way,  and  some  another,  but  at  all 
events  the  reader  will  know  who  we  mean^ 
and  if  he  does  not  know,  it  is  no  matter 
whether  his  digestion  be  good  or  badf*^ 
the  defects  and  inaccuracies  then,  in  the 
works  of  these  two  writers  (we  leaye 

the  blank  from  a  sense  of  modesty)  are 
only  like  the  tinsel  which  the  lapidary  sets 
under  the  jewel  to  make  the  lustre  more 
apparent.  The  nearer  eitha*  xd  eur  works 
approach  to  perfection,  the  more  they  wffli 
lose  the  advantages  of  contrast 

But  this  is  wandering  from  the  purpose. 
-•—If  we  had  not  stumbled  over  Ben  Jonson, 
we  meant,  long  before  this,  to  have  proved 
that  all  the  several  ways  of  historizing  re* 
solve  themselves  into  the  two  whldi  we 
have  specifically  pointed  out;  and  it  is 
simply  by  a  mixture  of  them,  in  a  greater 
t)r  less  proporticHi,  that  every  gradation  is 
pro^uced^  much  in  the  same  muniier  as 

c  2  every 
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rrery  possible  shade  of  greefn  is  obtained 
by  the  iaommingling  of  yellow  and  Wue. 
*  Having'  drawn  up  the  Curtain  at  the 
oommencemait  of  the  third  act,  or  vo^ 
lume,  something  in  the  German  plan,  and 
undeir  the  influence  of  the  aforesaid  organ 
cH  shiptaiiveness,  and  concluding  that  the 
first  surprise  over  a  portion  of  cirinimstan^ 
tiveness  would  not  be  unpalatable,  we  will 
look  back  a  little. 

"  Jamesy"  said  Mrs.  Fieldiog,  when  we 
were  thus  &r  advanced  in  our  work,  *^  do 
you  not  think  that  your  history  bears  too 
much  the  mark  of  fatality,  and  that  sir 
Herbert  Beauchamp  could  not  hiave  acted 
otherwise  than  he  did?  Besides,  it  has 
struck  me  as  a  very  remarkable  dispensa- 
tion of  Providence,  that  nothing  but  the 
conduct  of  sir  Herbert,  in  marrying  against 
his  father's  consent,  could  have  secured  his 
jbrtune  to  his  daughter,  seeing  that  the 
family-estates  were  strictly  entailed  upon» 
the  male  heirs,  to  the  exclusion  of  oourse  of 

the 
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the  female  line ;  now,  but  ibr  such  an  evMt 
as  that  which  embroiled  him  with  his  fa^ 
mily,  this  salic  law  might  have  ?emain^ 
in  force,  leaving  Gertrude  nothing  but  her 
&tfaer's  personal  savings." 

**  Then,  my  dear,"  for  we  always  appear 
to  be  upon  loving  terms,  **  if  you  admit 
the  doctrine  of  fatality,  there  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  crime  in  the  wcxrld." 

•*  Pardon  me,  Mr.  Fielding,  that  is  going 
too  far." 

**  But  an  involuntary  act^  my  dear,  oan« 
not  be  a  crime." 

"  Certainly  not,  Mr.  Fielding."  » 

.  **  ^Then  how  can  any  act  be  voluntary, 
my  dear,  when  the  commission  of  it  is  oi^ 
dained  by  ftte  ?"  . 

**  Yet,.  Mr.  Fielding,  you  yourself  <aHow 
the  operations  of  fate-^Reccdlect  yourobu 
servations  on  the  marriage  of  Herbert." 

**  WeD,  we  reaisoned  upon  the  nettt  to 
certainty,  that  persons  mutually  enamour- 
ed of  each  other  would  sometimes  forget 
to  call  in  the  Md  of  reasop.  {ijeibert  could 
I'  ^  c  8  not 
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fiot  do  otherwise  than  Mtow  his  inclinsu 
tioni  l^ben  he  peitaitted  himself  to  be  led 
hy  it'^he  sailed  without  eh«*t  or  compass^ 
ai^ it  was  no  wonder  he  was  wrecked; 
but  it  was  his  own  fault  that  he  was  not 
propwly  provided.  I  would  no  more  be 
thought  to  Justify  the  disobedience  of  Her<^ 
bert,  than  the  siefverity  c£  his  father — ^both 
of  them  were  blameable.  If  the  gifla  of 
lortune  be  real  blessings^  Gertrude  enjoy- 
ed them  by  a  chain  of  circumstances  which 
occurred  l(»ig  befbre  she  was  thought  of..^ 

"  Pray^  Mr.  Fielding,  what  brought  sir 
Charles  to  die  in  the  arms  of  his  sim  ?' 

^  The  same  cause  whkh  induced  yOu» 
my  dear,  to  eat  yopr  dinner  t6*day,  and 
which  will  induce  you  to  diiie  again  to^ 
inolix>w*-^the  eommcm  course  of  events. 
You  might  as  well  demand  of  me  whether 
you  were  &ted  to  ask  silly  questions,  and 
we  to  answer  them.  The  man  of  pru« 
denoe  will  thrive  in  the  world;  but  it  would 
be  going  rather  too  far  in  libelling  Provi^ 
Aeom,  in  apposing  that  every  act  of  wickr 

edness 
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#dnes»  or  folly,  let  it  be  little  or  big,dioiild. 
be  pre-ordained ;  opinions  of  this  descrip<» 
tion  attack  the  very  vitals  of  society ;  the 
judge  upon  the  bench  might  as  well  ev* 
dbange  his  situation  with  Jack  Ketch,  and 
the  prime  minister  with  his  porter— the 
one  would  act  exactly  like  tlie  other.  A 
man  who  is  fated  to  be  hung  must  not 
only  be  fated  to  commit  the  crime>  but 
must  also  be  fated  to  be  arraigned  by  coun« 
sel  of  abilities,  and  condemned  by  a  judge 
of  integrity^  for  with  stupidity  in  the  first 
and  venality  In  the  last,  an  escape  would 
be  certain," 

^'  Would  it  not  have  been  better,  Mr. 
Fielding,  to  have  mentioned  how  Edward 
liawraice  came  in  India,  before  you  pro* 
duce  a  letter  from  him  after  several  years 
^residence  there?** 

*^  True,  my  dear;  we  allow  that  we  havt 
been  guilty  of  an  omission ;  we  ought  most 
unquestionably  to  have  recorded,  long  be- 
fore this,  the  fact  of  Edward  Lawrence 

c  4  having 
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haTing  obtained  a  writei%hip  shorfly  after 
the  marriage  of  his  sister ;  and,  what  is 
more  to  his  honour/  and  to  the  honour  of 
the  person  through  whose  influence  he 
w-as  appointed,  it  was  a  tribute  to  ac-^ 
knowledged  merit,  and  was  neither  procur- 
ed by^  the  bartering  of  a  seat  in  a  certain 
ii^sembly»  nor  by  the  tender  of  *  value  re- 
ceived* in  any  other  quarter ;  it  wds  indeed 
the  unsolicited  gift  of  one  of  the  directors, 
wjlose  son  was  Edward's  fellow- studenf 
^»  14^0  w,  from  the  conclusion  of  the  second 
Volume  (to  this^  second  chapter  of  the  third 
volume,  for  it  must  be  allowed  that  the 
letter  must  be  received  before  it  can  be 
read,  and  read  befobe  it  can  foe  printed),  a 
full  year,  or  very  neariy  so,  must  at  least 
l^ve  elapsed.  In  that  time  Arthur  has 
sailed  from  London  to  America,  from  Ame^ 
yioa  to.  Calcutta,  and  the  tidings  of  his  ar- 
rival at  the  latter  have  sailed  (for,  by  the 
length  of  the  communication,  as  an  oven- 
land  dispatch  it.  was  out  of  the  question) 

from 
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froTn  Calcutta  to  London, '  and  travelled 
by  the  maiI*coaeh  from  London  to  Beia* 
champ. 

"  Pray,  Mr.  Fielding,  what  were  the 
Beauchamp  family  doing  all  that  time  ?" 
•  *'  Really*,  my  dear,  we  wish  you  would 
not  interrupt  lis  with  such  silly  questions: 
They  were  of  course  living  like  the  rest  of 
the  world,  for  we  left  them  just  as  they 
were  returned  to  Beauchamp,  after  travel- 
ling like  other  people,  and  we  meet  them 
again  in  the  act  of  eating  their  break&st 
in  London,  after  having  again  travelled 
there,  which  is  also  like  other  people.** 

•*  Edward  has  been  better  than  usuals** 
said  isir  Herbert  Beauchamp,  as  he  handed 
a  packet  across  the  breakfast- table  to  hia 
wife — "  Come,  let  us#ear  the  news." 

'*  There  ought  to  be  something,'*  said 
eittipsoyi,  *'  every  now  and  then^  to  make 
London  tolerable.  Thank  Heaven !  the 
season,  as  you  call  it,  is  again  drawing  to  a 
dose ;  1  woiald  hot  stqnd  a  tinrd  winter 

C  &  here. 


hexB^  to  have  the  whole  town  of 


me  in  fee^simple ;  I  ftxn  losing  the 
best  part  of  the  little  life  that  remains  to 
me»  for  I  no  sooner  get  comfortably  settled 
in  the  country,  than  I  dm  tortured  with 
the  dread  of  being  driven  from  it,  to  be  en- 
veloped in  fogs  and  vapours." 

^  But  you,  my  dear  sir,  who  have  lived 
almost  all  your  life  in  town^  must  be  inured 
to  its  effects.^ 

'^  And  you  think  that  because  I  have 
suboutted  to  be  poiscmed  three-fourths  of 
my  life,  I  ought  to  inhale  infection  to  my 
dying  day  ?"*  J  ; 

"  I  am  sure,*  cried  Gertrude,. "  I  am  al- 
ways wpll  in  London,  and  I  like  it,  for 
there  19  always  something  new  to  be  seeni^ 
Bat  lo(^  at  mammals  eyes — see  how  they 
sparkler 

**  Do  not  monopoliM  the  plearare,  Ma- 
tilda ;  let  me  have  the  first  sheet,  which  1 
see  you  have  doi^  with-r-perhaps  it  may: 
Hiet  all  our  eyes  in  the  same  brillimsit  state.*' 

**  No!  Ill  ii(A  part  with  a  scrap,  noe 

open 
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open  my  lips,  till  I  hare  aitived  at  the 
conclusion ;  in  the  meantime  you  may  Mt 
your  wits  upon  a  voyage  of  oonjecture.'* 

^'  Is  Edward  married  at  lask?"^ 

«  Go  on,"* 

«  Only  tell  me  that,  Matilda?'' 

''  I'll  tell  yon  nothing.'* 

The  conversation  was  resumed  between 
the  faaroxiet  and  Simpson,  tfafe  latter  de- 
claring that  on  this  journey  he  should 
take  kia  ftaal  feave  of  the  metropdis. 

**  I  doubt  it  mucSh,"  said  lady  Be8a4 
diamp.  *  But  pray»  sir  Herbert,  have  you 
any  influence,  direct  or  indj^^  at  ibtf 
Admiralty?'' 

**  At  the  Admiralty ! — why  do  you  asik  ?** 

**  I  want  an  answer,  aOQd  not  a  question."* 

^  Yes;  but  I  riiould  be  lodi  to  ekert  i^ 
except  under  some  very  extrioidina^  cir« 
eumatances.  I  thiidc  the  secretary  would 
pay  attention  to  any  ncomnendatioii  Bmtot 
me,  which  was  not  very  mviA  out  of  tbt 
r^guiar  routine;  and  n&^  why  do  yoi» 

?"       -  .•       '. 

c6  ••  Oh, 


96  BEAUCHAMP. 

**  Oh,  nothing  'dery  particular:  Ed- 
tea^  is  desirous  of  putting  forward  ayoung 
midshipman,  upon  whose  merits  he  has 
expatiated  a  little.'* 

•*  Let  me  have  his  name,  alnd  his.  pre* 
sent  ship?' 

"  His  name  lis  let.  me  isee  >  ■  oh, 
Manfi^." 

V  Bdt  I  thast  have  his  Christian  name  ?"? 
1.1  **  Arthiir.''  .   * 

**  Arthur  Manfred !"  cried  Ihe  party  asi 
sembled  at  the  same  instant. 
:  c  *•;  What  Arthur  Manfred?"  sa?d  sit  Her-* 
bert,  eagerly.  > 

**  Pray  do  not  keep  us  in  suspense,''- 
6ia6d  Simpson. 

^  **  Oh  i'  jutis  our  Axliiur  I**  were  the  woftis 
of  (Sotrude,  as  she  dapped  her  little  hands 
together  .in  ecstasy.  ►  » 

\  <<<  Da  not-  be  in  such  a  huny,  good^ 
]^eople;  I  hovenot  told  yoU  that  it  is  auvi 
Arthur,  as Oertradecalkfaim-^there  may> 
1te>  l^tmny  Arthur  Mdnfreds  ah  the  world  t^ 
but  to  keep  you  no  longer  in  pain^it  ii$  th% 
,  ;J  ••  '}  }  dear 
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dear  boy  himsdf.  Here^  Heibert,  lead 
fdoud  from  that  place." 

Astonishment  for  some  seconds  hdbol 
them  all  mute,  faut  it  was  soon  succeeded 
by  joy  at  the  boy's  deliverance.  Grerttiide 
threw  her  arms  round  her  mother's  neckj; 
and  then  flew  to  her  godfather,  who  had 
risen  from  his  seat»  to  conceal  the  tear  of 
satisfaction  which  was  bursting  from  hia 
^e,  and  had  wsdked  to  the  it^iiidow.         > 

.  ''  Wh$^t  a  beautiful  ^y !"  saidtSiinpson ; 
^^  I  declare  the. air  is  dear  and  reviving  as 
that  of  Beaiidiamp." 

.  "  111  tiiia  sink  of  fogs  and  vapoiirs^'T 
cri^  the  baronet,  smilip'g*  ^  ItecoUect,;; 
my  d^^  sir,  that  this  is. your  last  journey 
to  town.  Edward  gives.us  no  4dea  of  the 
boy's  return  to  England,  but  perhaps  he 
may  eveni  now  be  on  his  passage  home.'' 

.  "  We  are  notg«»ng  to  leave  town  yet  P'*^ 
asked  Simpson. 

"  Can  you  stay  in  it  ?*  > 

'  "Pshaw!" 
"  Let  us  however  now  decide  whether 
>  he 
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be  riiaH  ooftitinue  a  sailor  or  not.  I  am  cif 
opinion  that  his  destiny  has  made  him  one^ 
and  that  we  should,  on  no  account^  attempt 
to  interfere  with  the  decrees  of  &t^~But 
what  say  you,  Matilda  ?  Remember  your 
former  dejection  to  a  life  df  peril*" 

**  The  decision  maybe  too  kte,**  said  lady 
Beaudiamp ;  ^  and  if  he  should  not  be  on 
bis  passage  home,  many  months  must  elapse 
before  be  can  be  recalled ;  but  be  morepro^ 
perly  belongs  to  our  worthy  friend  here— 
what  say  you,  my  dear  sir  ?^ 

**  I  say  that  the  boy  should  be  left  to  foL 
law  his  own  inclinations,"  answered  Simp* 
son ;  **  let  him  be  guided  by  bis  free  un-^ 
biassed  choice,  and  if  he  should  prefer  r!e^' 
maining.wheie  he  is,  to  a  life  on  shwe,  he 
wil]  not  do  any  good  by  the  removaL"^ 

"  Mr.  Simpson  is  right,"  md  the  banv 
»et.  *^  We  will  write  immediately  to  your 
brother,  and  I  will  get  the  secretary  to^ 
communicate  our  wishes  to  the  admiral.*^ 

Gertrude  hung  down  her  head,  when  she 
imderstood  tihat  Ardmr^s  return  was  un- 
certain 
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certain  for  a  long  tinie  to  come.  She 
went  sulkily  to  the  window,  when  seeing 
a  youth  in  naval  uniform  on  the  other  side 
of  the  street,  she  inquired  of  her  &ther  who 
he  could  he  ? 

**  A  young  midshipman,  seemingly,''  was 
the  reply, 

<' And  will  Arthur  he  like  him?'' 
••  Certainly  .'• 

•*  And  Wear  a  sword  ?" 

'^  To  be  sure — ^But  than  he  must  not 
come  home.** 

'<  Oh !  I  don't  mind  that" 

^  Then  we  are  all  agreed,"  cried  Simp, 
son;  **  and  my  life  finr  it,  that  Arthur  will 
choose  to  remain  where  he  ifr— he  is  quiet 
and  piadd,  but  he  is  fiur  from  being  defi« 
dent  in  courage." 

'<  I  entirely  agree  wi£h  you,"  said  sir 
Herbart ;  **  and  I  think  chanee  has  done 
mcnrefor  him,  than  could  have  been  ex« 
pected  from  the  mpst  elaborate  ^design."    . 

We  now  declare  oursdlves  comf^ely  at 
a  atandy  fix  we  have  arrived  at  that  period 

of 
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of  our  woTk,  when  the  eld^r  brahches  are 
oeashig  to  be  objects  of  particular  interest; 
and  the  younger  branches 'are  not  yet  ar- 
rived at  it  It  is  with  our  young  friends 
the  awkward  interval  which  has  to  elapse 
Wtweeh  childhood  and  maturity,  when  in- 
fantine graces  lose  their  zest,  and  when  th^ 
mind  is  sedulously  prepaiing  to  perform 
its  specific  character  in  the  grand  theatre 
of  life. 

,  The  temperament  of  Arthur  wieis  proper- 
ly appreciated  by  his  benefactor.  He  had 
soon  become  enambured  with  a  sailor's  life, 
and,  when  the  choice  was  submitted  tohim, 
expressed  a  decided  pr^rence  to  his  pre- 
sent situation.  Before  be  coiUd  receive 
promotion,  it  was  necessai^  th&t  he  sihould 
serve  his  term  of  six  years ;  and  although 
his  friend  the  admiral  was  recalled  from 
his  station  at  the  commaicement  ^  of  Ar- 
thur's third  year,  yet  his  recommendation 
of  the  youth  to  his  successor  in  the  com-: 
mand  was  so  strong,  that  Arthur,  by  the 
advice  of  Edward  Lawrence,  agreed^t©  ie- 
>  main 
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main  m  India  for  two  years  longer.  He 
then  solicited  perinission  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope, which  was  reluctantly  granted.  He 
took  leave  of  his  friend  Lawrence,  and  di- 
rected  his  course  to  the  land  which  cdn« 
tained  the  friends  of  bis  early  years. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  the  Ma- 
deiras, she  received  orders  to  forward  any 
dispatches  which  she  might  have  brought 
from  India  by  the  first  regular  ship,  but  to 
proceed  herself  immediately  to  join  admi- 
ral ■  in  the  Mediterranean.  Arthur 
had  the  offer  of  being  left  at  the  Matdeiras, 
but  as  the  vessel  he  was  then  in  seemed 
d^tined  for  active  service,  he  refused  to 
take  advantage  of  the  permission  aflRorded 
him,  In  the  Mediterranean  it  was  hi| 
doom  to  rc;mdn  until  his  years  of  proba- 
tion  were  passed.  His  conduct  on  several 
occs^ions  had  marked  him  for  promotion, 
the  first  mobient  that  the  regulations  of 
the  service  would  admit,  and  his  English 
friends  viewed  wHh  the  highest  satisfac- 
tion the  appointment  of  their  favourite  to 

a  lieutenancy. 
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a  lieutenancy.  It  was  the  more  gratifying^ 
as  it  was  the  reward  of  merits  and  not  th^ 
work  of  interest 

Upon  the  principle  of  skiptatiwne^s$ 
Asthur  is  now  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
the  fifteenth  birthday  of  his  little  compa* 
nion  Gertrude  has  been  just  celebrated. 
ShQ  has  therefore  nearly  emerged  from  the 
trammels  of  education,  and  is  preparing  to 
dazzle  the  sphere  of  fashion  by  the  display 
of  her  personal  charms* 

••  You  are  certainly  wrong,  .Matilda,'' 
said  the  father,  on  his  daughter's  birthday, 
<<  in  bringing  forward  Gertrude  so  very 
young.  It  is  true,  her  judgment  is  beyond 
her  years,  but  she  is  by  no  means  fit  to  be 
plunged  into  the  round  of  company  in 
which  we  have  become  insensibly  engaged." 

**  But,  good  God !  Herbert,"  answered 
the  wife,  **  the  poor  girl  is  not  for  ever  to 
be  kept  in  the  school-room  ?  I  now  regret, 
as  much  as  you  can  do,  that  we  ever  de- 
parted from  our  privacy,  but  having  done 
BOp  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  not  to  neglect 

our 
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our  child ;  We  cunnot  pay  lier  the  requisite 
degree  of  attention  at  home — she  has  then 
a  right  to  expect  the  permission  to  aocomp 
pany  us  abroad." 

'^  I  fear  her  constitution  will  soon  be 
undnmined  by  late  hours  and  crowded 
rooms/'  was  the  opinion  of  the  father. 

**  We  must  attend  them  as  little  as  pos* 
siUe^  but  we  cannot  altogether  withdraw 
oursdlves  from  the  society  in  whidi  we  have 
embarked ;  besides,  Gertrude's  fortune  it 
an  ample  one,  and  she  may  perhaps  be  set* 
tied  to  our  satisfaction.  You  shake  your 
bead,  Herbert;  but  I  am  not  now  to  learn 
your  present  dislike  to  early  marriages-^I 
dare  say  you  have  good  reason ;  ours  wat 
an  early  one<~an  inconsiderate^  and  peiw 
haps  an  unfortunate  one/^ 

**  Are  we  never  to  be  free  fr<Mn  trifling 
pettishnessy  Matilda  ?  Make  use  of  your 
reason^  and  look  around  you ;  then  point 
out  to  me  one  instance  in  five  hundred,  in 
which  an  early  marriage  has  been  produc* 
tive  of  happiness.    We,  fortunatdy ,  are  an 

exceptioa 
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^exception  to  the  general  rule — we  soon 
became  united  in  mind  and  afi^tion ;  but 
was  not  this  in  a  great  measure  occasiovied 
by  our  being  driven  to  seek  consolatioq 
from  each  other?  But  among  the  favour- 
ed children  of  fortune,  when  every  appe. 
tite  can  be  gratified  to  satiety,  a  perma* 
nent  attachment  can  never  be  expected  till 
tbe  reign  of  folly  is  past.  What  the 
world  would  call  an  eligible  offer,  I  should 
be  disposed  to  reject  without  .hesitatiom 
Gertrude  will  have  Abidance  to  render 
faer  happy  with  a  worthy  man,  and  I  am 
resolved  that  no  husband  shall  be  evet- 
l(»roed  upon  her .  Inclinations ;  not  but 
I  should  be  averse  to  her  becoming  ac* 
quainted  with  my  sentimaits,  £br  I  should 
certainly  hold  out  to  her  a  language  totally 
different— 'The  head  of  a  young  girl*  is 
8O0n.  turned  by  romance,  li  she  is  allowe4 
to  give  full  scope  to  her  imagiiUcUs^ffi.  The 
season  is  more  than  half  over,  and  our  stay 
in  town  will  be  short,  for  I  ^m  anxious  to 
add  to  the  comforts. of  our  best  friend^ 

whose 
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VfhosB  infirmities  have,  for  the  two  last 
years,  prevented  his  leaving  Beaudiamp~- 
I  sincerely  hope  his  life  will  be  spared  till 
Arthur  arrives,  that  he  may  view  the 
happy  result  of  his  benevolent  interfer- 


ence.** 


Grertrude's  entrance  into  the  gay  world 
was  postponed  to  the  following  January, 
when  it  was  agreed  that  she  should  be 
presented  :at  court,  and  thus  commence 
the  career  of  womanhood. 


CHAPTER  III 


««rtfvr«sr4r<ri^.#^'#>»«^#'^#^ 


Containing  an  Jccount  of  a  Dinner j  in  which  the 
Operatione  of  Eating  and  Drinking  engaged 
the  least  Share  of  Attention. 

The  arrival  of  the  Beauchamps  at  their 
country  residence  was  greeted  with  in- 
telligeaoe.  which  put  it  in  the  power  of  sir 

Herbert 
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Herbert  to  reward  the  assiduities  of  Mr. 
Marshall,  who  had  been  inde&tigable  in 
his  attentions  upon  Mr.  Simpson  during 
the  absence  of  the  baronet  and  his  family, 
and  equally  so  upon  the  enlargement  of 
Gertrude's  mind  during  her  stay  at  Beau- 
champ.  Mr.  Marshall,  at  the  regular 
time,  had  been  inducted  into  the  living 
which  had  been  originaUy  designed  for 
him,-  but  he  preferred  remaining  at  his 
curacy,  partly  at  the  request  of  str  Her- 
bert, and  partly  because  he  had  become 
attached  to  Beauchamp  and  its  inhabi- 
tants. 

The  rector  of  Beauchamp,  notwith-» 
standing  his  love  of  living  and  his  love  of 
life,  was  not  exempt  from  the  common 
lot  of  mortality.  The  devouring  of  an 
extra  portion  of  turtle  and  venis^i,  the 
former  of  which  he  had  cooked  with  his  own 
hands,  brought  on  an  apoplectic  fit,  which 
in  a  few  minutes  consigned  his  body  to 
the  worms  and  his  memory  to  execration. 
The  pest  of  m  Herbert's  tenantry  was 

"now 
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now  removed,  and  the  first  act  of  the  pa* 
iron  was  to  place  the  living  in  the  hands 
of  one  who  should  be  the  pastor  and  not 
the  oppressor  of  his  flock.  It  was  not  ne* 
eessary  to  roam  abroad  for  such  an  object 
—Mr.  Marshall  was  at  hand,  and  die  ba« 
ronet,  with  heartfelt  satisfaction,  delivered 
him  the  presentation,  saddled,  however, 
wi<^  one  condition,  viz«,  that,  until  he 
settled  in  life,  or,  more  explidtly,  until  he 
married,  he  should  continue  his  attend* 
ance  as  usual  at  the  Hall,  and  that  he 
should  occuj^  his  accustomed  seat  at  the 
dhmer-table.  Wlwpther  this  was  or  was 
not  a  simoniacal  coiitraiet,  we  leave  to  beU 
ter  heads  than'  our  own  to  determine. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  summer,  the 
fbmily  at  Loughton  Grange  had  announ- 
ced to  the  Beaudiamps  their  intention  of 
dining  at  tiie  hMpitable  mansion  of  the 
latter.  Lady  Thirfield  had  for  some  time 
past  been  profuse  i'n  her  civilities  to  her 
d^ar  friends— Her  joy  was  e:fetreme  at 
tlie   advancement    of  Arthur   Manfred, 

whom 


48  BEAUCHAMF. 

whom  she  had  brought  up  from  mfkncy ; 
she  had  always  loved  the  dear  boy,  but 
was  fearful  that  he  would  be  .Spoilt  by  over 
indulgence. 

The  day  at  length  arrived,  and  Beau- 
champ  Hall  was  graced  with  the  presence 
of  lady  and  lord  Thirfield,  their  two 
daughters,  who  were  really  fine  young 
women,  and  Miss  D'Unrof.  Dinner  had 
scarcely  begun  when  the  noise  of  carriage* 
wheels  rapidly  approaching  the  house 
caused  a  momentary  suspension  of  the 
knives  and  forks.  The  windows  of  the 
dining-parlour  commanded  a  view  of  the 
approach  to  the  house,  and  no  small  inte- 
rest was  excited  by  the  appearance  of  a 
young  gentleman,  dressed  in  a  naval  uni- 
form, in  a  postchaise.  The  carriage  drew 
up  at  the  door,  and  an  elegant  youth 
sprung  from  it ;  the  noise  of  footsteps 
was  heard  along  the  passage,  and  in  an 
instant  the  door  fell  back  on  its  hinges, 
and  presented  a  form  on  which  every  body 
ga^ed  with  a  look  of  surprise. 

"  Arthur, 
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*^  Arthur,  my  dear  boy !"  cried  sir  Her- 
bert, as  he  sprung  from  liis  seat  and  grasp«- 
ed  the  hand  of  the  new  visitor,  **  weloome^ 
a  thousand  limes  welcome,  to  those  that 
love  you.** 

Lady  Beauchamp  not  onlyfoUowed  the 
e:s:ample  of  lier  husband,  but  in  one  req>ect 
exceeded  it — ^She  threw  her  arins  louad. 
the  lieutenant's  neck  and  kissed  his  son- 
burnt  cheek ;  words  she  had  none^  nor  did; 
Arthur  require  any.  Sir  Herbert  cast  hisl 
eyes  towards  Simpson;  the  old. man  had 
placed  his  hands  upon  his  forehead  on  tfee 
first  exclamation  of  ^Sb^  baronet,  and  had 
sunk  upon  the  table. 

Matilda  led  Arthur  to  the  old  man/ 
who  was  evidently  joverpowered  by  his 
feelings, 

"  Have  you  forgot  your  grart^l  At- 
thur?"  

Tlie  old  man  roused  hlniself  for  a  mo*: 

ment  and  rose  upon  his  legs ;  with  a  con* 

^  vulsive  smile  he  endeavoured  to  add  his 

welcome,  but  the  powers  of  nature  were 

VOL.  III.  D  limited 
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limitB^k-^b^  lookod'  atk  ti^  chM  of  his 
wS^oftam,  and  isfit^ly;  sunk  s^oaeiQi^  m 

Arthur,  and  Simpson  was  laid  oq,  a  sof^ 
wJkichp  Jfek  a  Ipng  ^w^  p^t,  lia4'  b^n 
Iibeed  w.tbQ  diwligriAicm.J^^  ^^  old  iiim)!% 

acxKHmnodatiiy).  'Shii  amdUi^-bottle  oS 
liiiw  D!llBxc£'Was:6iK!i»isftU{  in  restarkftg 
ammfltann» aad Sinqiwa  again  kyJaed  up^ 
liisi  haad  ¥Ci&  lifted  to  shade  his  ejses,  as  he 
endlbaisoared  to  tra^*  tipie  ftatiures  of  hia 
fiwrovrite. 

*^  Ifcia  biraiylf,  >aiinh  I  ant  saBtia&e9> .  j  MrJ 
Marshall  will  be  good  enonglL  fa  lead  mes 
ta  my  roon»;'  I  ^ish/to  be  alohaJ* 

^  ]^t  Jiie  attend  yo%  aic,''  eagmly  exrv 
claimed  the  youth. 

*^  No,  BDj!  utojr  wib^rtt  you  ar«;  you 
have  other  people  to  talk  to.    I  sfaalL  be 

^  Ct)me»  nyy  de«r  f^HofRb''  mod  t^he^b^H 
»iiei;i.  ''  now.  &m  W9».  r^ftestwiggit  lilw 
^poKc  jomaifiy..    Ycm  ara  amobget  yjoiw 

fci»^s; 


frifinds ;  you  see  ysou  could  not  hmv  ai^ 
vived  al;  a  better  tanfi  to  hai^  inet  aB  jouc 
iicqualntaaee^  aas^ecoUed.'* 

ArJthujp  seveeai)};;  adikasa^  Iuik  fbrom 
friewis^  at  LuEMi^Ktcm.    Thaji  alMok  4mII 
by  the  ha»d,  mA  fsnt^^ased  tbeir  jogr  aft 
bU  sa&  return, 

**  But  wheoe'a  Gerlroik  rmi  to  P  ctici 
the  baronet. 

Gertrude  was  at  the  window^ 

^^  Gertnuk^  my  chUd !  v^  you  th^  1m4 
to  welcooae  one  wbwx  you  faanre  m  mu»* 
iously  willed  to  see,  yqmr  former  playfid-^ 
low>  aa^ ^ 

Gertrude  1^  her  jsituatioiii  add  with  asi 
oir  of  soleicmity.  advanced  towards  Artfatsr, 
with  the  intention  of  adding  her  congratn* 
lattoB.  Sbe  essayed  to  speak,  but  her 
worda  were  inaudible. 

Artbwr  gftztd  ob  the  faic  fbran  that  \eafi 
approaching  him;  he  respedifiiHy  toolc 
\ff^  hn&d,  and  pie6aed.it  to.  hia  lips.  The 
littler  lively  child  whicbfaad  been  iidprasft. 
^.u^QD.bid  inu^gttatioB  was  amr  a  lovely 

D  2  woman. 
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womaii.  The.  alteration  in  his  other 
friends  was  scarcely  perceptible,  but  when 
h6  looked  on  Gtertrude  he  could  hardly 
credit  the  evidence  of  his  own  senses  ^.  he 
forgot  that  the  change  in  his  own  appear- 
ance was  equally  great,  and  that  the  poor 
care-worn  boy  of  eleven  years  of  age  was 
how  the  handsome,  manly,  elegant  yoiith 
of  nineteen: 

Mr.  Marshall  had  returned  from  at- 
tending upon  Simpson,  at  the  same  in- 
stant  that  Oertrude  and  Arthur  first  met,' 
Seeing  the  lack  of  words  betv;'een  them, 
and  that  both  appeared  to  iie  labouring 
under  embarrassment,  he  stepped  in  to 
their  relief,  by  claiming  his  share  of  Ar- 
thur's regard. 

Gertrude  was  thankful  for  the  ♦interrup- 
tion, and  after  expressing  the  happiness 
she. felt  on  agaiii  seeing  her  former  com- 
panion, returned  to  her  seat, 

"  But  we  must  not  suffer  our  joy,"  said 
sfarHerbertj  "to  deprive  us  of  our  appetites. 
The  first  course  we  must  give  up  entirely, 

for 
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ibr  it  looks  cold  and  comfortless;  that^ 
must  not,  however,  dishearten  us  fit>m 
having  recourse  to  the  second.  Arthur, 
my  dear  lad,  take  your  old  friend's  seat 
by  Gertrude,  and  I  forbid  another  word 
being  spoken  on  any  subject,  the  dinner 
excepted,  until  the  doth  is  withdrawn.** 
.    "  But  tell  me,  my  dear  Arthur        ** 

**  — He  shall  tell  you  nothing,  Matilda; 
he  has  already  done  mischief  enough  *  to 
the  dinner,  and  I  am  determined  he  shall 
do  no  more." 

During  the  remainder  of  the  meal,  the 
eyes  of  lord  Thirfield  were  frequently  di- 
rected  towards  the  youth  with  a  consider- 
able degree  of  eameistness.  They  as  often 
met  with'  a  reproving  look  from  the  vis-, 
countess,  who,  with  Gertrude,  was  Ar- 
thur's joint  supporter.  '  . 

"  And  now,  my  fine  fellow,"  said  the 
barpnet,  "  as  the  cloth  is  removed,  tell  us 
to  what  we  owe  the  happiness  of  seeing 
you?" 

"  Accident,   my  dear  sir,  has  enabled    . 

»       d3  me 


! 

I 
n 


sn«  to  gmCsfy  my  lo^n/^  desire  of  pay  ing 
the  liinnfaJe  trHsNut^  of  mjr  gratitilda" 

**  Nansemc  \  I  should  iiare  tfaoa^it  y^u 
h«d  teamt  to  talk  ratio&ally;  B»t  as  i 
A^w  ssy  ijnoM  ivill  ibe  pestered  to  4^ath 
rriih  queitioM  from  ^e^eiy  <)]ie»  and  as  we 
sh^  «H  expect  to  bxve  «ur  jahare  cif  ym^ 
I  tettrt  ask  the  xiso^on  why  yonlmve 
hrougitt  no  higgqg^  with  you  ? 

'^  The  sh0i:tt)iess  of  my  stay  Teifiured 
tloiae." 

"  I  feared  so — Are  you  limited tbttime?^ 

^  The  day  aiber  tMBoomiw  oittct  ia^  the 
last  erf  my  utaxy.'^ 

^3  hope  not-^ikit  if  it  Is  m^  dfttng 
like  'S9  ahort  as  whst  yosi  uantioi],  wa 
«iBt  ajpaie  yom  £'cnn  iyo^  ta  visit  yarn 
^mkieMd^  ft^land,  wh<i^  tiy  Jhis  iiot  i«^m« 

ing,  I  fear  is  ill.** 

Arthur  d^  ttdt  mquhre  to  t)&  twice  46ld ; 

h^  liast^ned  to  his  eai^  beHtefaetor,  imA 
^utid  hkn  &ir  froaft  rMdv«if^  fitim  Hie  ef^ 
fects  of  sudden  agitation. 

-    ^'ileavtii  be  ipmisod,  iny  dear  bioy,  that 

>  ^  I  again 


I  mg^  'Me  ym^  fsM  ttmk  ycid  kt^w-vqnal- 
led  ^y  WKTiiitA  'wiiilii^feit)  £<»tiielhing  wfaiK* 

will  bb  dteli»eijr  Hf^/  ai«i  Itibt  H  Fh»V}d«Mee 
Spares  «i^  i  Ikiilft  |(ii|g»v'lfl$r  tileil^iftgs  \dll 

your  tiaie  may  be  precious.  I  iMbok  I 
«ould  slee]^  YiM  hki  hett»»  rt^torii  to 
<thMe  ii^0M  tonrent  'of  iifo  in  ^&&  ^vligoMU^i 
and  .dtirnig." 

<^|«»)ii  i^r^isbed  llieliKiid  ^f  AitiiMr, 
^ilid  dS^cited  to  ftU  into  a  doise.  At^ur 
4«i^€W6d  IfaefeBtums  of  the  food  xM  wan 
mlans^ €tt!l6iid^,  mud  wkh  a  deep^gh 
wtittMphted  the  ravages  of  time :  fae 
-^d  tnm  tonhtfrom  die  old  snan,  »t  atiine 
when  the  drculatSon  vim  perfect,  though 
3ti»gtud.  ^^^Is<^xl  visw  of  his  iie&efactor 
exposed  him  in  a  state  of  litfbtiNl  dttSBif, 

I)^iStog  d^  fefbMMe  df  Aril»^ 
ilk&i^46otii,  ieit^  to^ue,  i#lth  Vbe  ex- 
ecption  of  Gertrude's,  had  been  sdoA^Bnig 

d4  tus 
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his  praiies.  Sir  Herbert  related  an  acoount 
.of  such  of  his  actions  as  had  come  to  his 

knowledge :«  Gertrude  listened  with  ea« 

gerness  to  the  recital,  but  was  still  silent 
'^Miss  Beauchamp/'  said  Miss  D'Un- 

rof,  /^  9ee;3ds  the  only  person  who  does  not 
;  9^ear  to  fed  pleasure  at  the  return  of  her 
iplayfeHow." 

:  "  My  daughter*^  madam;"  said  Matilda 
;  f ^  jijfhatev^r  her  appearance  may  be,  is,  i! 

am  satisfied,  no  less  rejoic&d  than  har.fa- 
.  th$r  atid  m^fself^ Arthur  had  won  aU  our 
-h0artiii  and  he  has  exceeded  out;  foiAleat 
^expectations.  He  and.  my  da^^er^pait- 
:  ed  as  children,  aiid  hate  agpQi>>  m^iat  tn 
1  ^e:  of  niaturity :  ^  the  same  feelings 
ew£ich<^ter  mU>  their  minds  Cannot  bpd- 

iate  tvith  any  oaereuef*       .:  >  .  i:  .  .  •  ./• 
.    «  Not  with  Jaae;  and  Arailwlla  JT'; .»§kefl 
^fe4y  ThjrfieW. .  •     .     r  :      ,o 

«  Were  they  kind  to  Arthur  when  hp 

WHS  at.Loughton?''  deinanded  lady  Beau- 
.champ,    somewhat  piqued  ^ at  t^e  ppc^- 

parison..  .;  ^yj . 
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Lady  Thirfield  did  not  iqypear  anxious 
to  pursue  the  conversation  any  &rther.  A 
pause  ensued,  and  continued  for  a  few 
minutes,  when  the  entrance,  of  Arthur 
himself  furnished  fresh  matter  of  discus- 
sion. 

The  colloquial  intercourse  during  the 
stay  of  the  Loughton  visitors  was  con>- 
sti-ained,  and  all  parties  looked  with  eager*- 
ness  to  the  hour  of  separation :  Arthur 
had  much  to  say,  and  more  to  hear,  and 
his  friends  were  in  the  same  situation. 
At  last  the  general  weariness  from  be* 
ing  at  first  merely  symptomatic,  became 
at  last  too  powierful  to  .be  resisted,  and  the 
carriage  of  the  viscount  was  summoned 
to  the  door. 

The  departure  of  the  guests  was  the 
signal  for  a  free  interchange  of  thought 
between  Arthur  and  his  benefactors.  He 
satisfied  every  inquiry,  as  far  as  he  could, 
with  scrupulous  exactness,  except  in  those 
cases  where  his  own  merit  was  called  in 

» 

question.     Lady    Beauchamp's    curiosity 

D  5  respecting 
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tes^ctinj^   tier   brotiier   wsu   iiDuttiable. 
Keen  as  wa«  the  obserratitm  of  Arthur^  h^ 
Wai;  irnable  to  satiiify  her  deiare  for  infotw 
natiDti.    The  evening   party  had   beesa 
^ned  by  Sraopson^  eontiMy  to  hk  ctsual 
custom.     Between  them  all,    the  Biglrt: 
trore  rapidly  away,  and  a  condderaUe  en- 
^raachment  fatid  been  xoade  on  the  tnom* 
jng^  when  a  remark  froni  Ai4;hur^  that  hg^ 
haA  been  tmTalUng  tiie  wi^ote  of  the  pre- 
jBeding  ni^ht;  reminded  them   that  rest 
-fraffi  eoeQ lial  to  every  one,  \mt  tnore  partir 
<sdarly  to  the  lieutenant.    ^  Good  nighf^ 
iKQB  repeaited  by  sll,  and  aU  Itoked  with 
«agenK$a  to  the  ooming  day,  when  they 
hhould  «njoy  the  pldaMte  of  being  again 
assembled  • 


CHAP- 


iMi^tt^*)^    '  H^ 
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o)ieming  that  greai  tteroes,  like  Ig^etot  Gfniusei, 
atily  ad  by  t'its  dnd  IStAyit. 

Bt£iE:t»  hfad  obteihed  but  little  influM6fe^ 
tJVier  my  one  except  the  tired  lieutenant, 
and  the  itihabitants  t)f  Beauchainp,  with 
th^  TiSltor,  niet  in  the  breakfiiist-tootti  At 
an  eariiier  houir  than  usual.  The  Cdntet?- 
tetiott  vi^as  i-encwed  nearty  iii  the  same 
style,  ft)ir  eveffy  otie  wasiinxibiife  to  obtaih 
his  shafe  of  irifctmation.  Hie  couhte- 
nante  of  Gertrude  had!  resumed  tomewhsft 
*(5f  its  Usual  iaiiitAatiori,  And  ^fe  now  ma 
tiaged  to  mingle  in  th^  disbounse.  Ar- 
tbiit  teminded  het  df  rtiany  past  Mtehei, 
in  t^bieh  ttiey  had  been  pikers  ctf  thfe 
•  Siip^,  amusement — M^.  Marthall  l>ro\ight 
tO' their  refcoliectbtt  maiiy  incidfehtt  wbieb 
*^  d6  were 
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were  equally  honourable  to  both,  and  to 
the  annoyance  of  Gertrude,  related  to  her 
former  companion  many  little  scrapes  to 
which  her  liveliness  of  disposition  had  ex- ' 
posed  her  since  the  departure  of  the  com- 
panion of  her  pleasures.  Arthur  looked 
on  the  happy  circle  which  was  s^irround- 
ing  him,  and  heaved  a  si^h  as  the  thought 
crossed  his  mind,  that  the  time  of  allotted 
^tay  with  those  whose  remembrance  he 
had  fondly  cherished^  and  w,hose  present 
reception  of  him  almost  exceeded  his 
fondest  anticipations,  was  momentarily 
drawing  to  a  close.  From  the  meeting  he 
had  expected  to  derive  the  ruost  perfect 
.satisfaction,  and  he  was  not  disappointed. 

Before  the  morning's  meal  Was  endec^ 
the  post-office  bag  wjas  brought  to  sir  Her- 
bert, who  hastily  cast  his  eyea  over  its 
contents.  From  the  superscriptions,  the 
baronet  w^  aware  that  the  letters  were  of 
to^timmportant  a  nature  :to  cause  a  waste 
of  the  jwrpsent  valuable  moments—"  But,'', 
said  he,  ^  such  is  the  thirst  for  knowledge. 
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jor  rather  for  seeing  how  the  world  move^ 
that  a  newspaper  is  irresistible  r  if  I  did 
not  glance  over  its  columns,  I  should  think 
that  the  earth,  our  6wn  part  of  it  exeept* 
ed,  had  been  swallowed  by  an  earth- 
quake- 
While  the  baronet  was  reajling  with 
earnestness,  and  with  a  silence  very  unu<^ 
sual  with  him  xipon  such  occasions,  the  gar 
zette  account  of  a  naval  action,  in  which 
the  leading  article  in  the  paper  had  expa> 
tiated  in  terras  of  the  highest  admiration, 
lady  Eeauchamp  had  drawn  Arthur  to» 
wards  her,  telling  him  to  sit  by  her  sidc^ 
and  had  assigned  to  Gertrude  a  seat  dose 
to  him.  She  beckoned  to  Simpson,  wh^ 
shook  his  head,  and  cast  his  eyes  dowa- 
wards  on  limbs  which  had  almost  refused 
their  office.  Edward  Lawrence  formed 
the  theme  of  their  conversation ;  the  in- 
quiries of  the  sister  and  niece  were  still 

une^haysted,  and  it  was  in  vain  that  Ar- 

* 

thur  declared,  that  if  he  were  pressed  any 
further  he  must  resort  to  invention,  hav^ 

ing 


fag  riteadjr  told  evety  ^ftg  WftWti 
ktoowl^ge  that  relMeS  tx)  his  fii^tettl 
fiiend,  even  to  fncyist  mlntite  IfiddteWM* 
*  ^'Slpai^e  me,  my  i4e^  My  Iteaiicltefn^***. 
l^tnetnbdr  how  yorattg  I^wte  t#^hrirt  1  fe*t 
arrived  at  Calcutta,  and  what  few  op^titjkU^ 
hities  I  had  during  th«  whole  of  my  stay 
litters  to  go  on  lA^bre.  My  'feortittibtt^ttigi' 
TjfRcei*  was  goodAd^*  itsdf,  but  h*  wtts  Istritfl 
hi  hi*  dhcipline,  p^ttteufcurly  to  thote  tf  ht>, 
fike  myself,  wete  th^  bbjects  ttf  hts  regard  * 
'  ^  Nonsense,  Mr.  Manfred,**  cried  Gelv 
tfude,  **  yoii  must  hare'  feeeh  and  heaird  i 
grfettt  deal  more  than  yoii  have  told  Mi.^ 

*^  That  I  can  answt*  fof,**  said  the  ha*, 
tdnfet  **  So,  young  gentleman,  it  v^ 
accident,  was  it,  that  hirought  you  to  Eng- 
land ?  Your  iHends  shall  s©^  th^  Yatee  oT 
ymit  word — iJ^^ow  aD  of  y^u  listen,  ahd  v^ofe 
t)^  to  the  person  who  Sulfifers  a  pin  to  drop  !^ 

^  Then  pray,  my  dear  sir  Hertiert,  snf- 
ftr  me  to  escape.  It  is  impossible  ibr  hife 
even  to  entertain  a  donbt  as  to^what  yoA 
are  alluding  to ;  if  I  feel  atiy  pride^at  aft,  it  is 

that 


ftat  I  am  worthy  rf  yd«  good  opfailon. 
My  time  fe  tsiaatt^  ^flbd-^  »e  mamy  de»- 
fightfioft  spots  afboat  fhe  park,  xvhkii  are, 
anA  trvdr  must  Ib^,  treasm^ed  in  my  imngi- 
njftion,  as  will  the  eiirctrmstatices  which 
huve  impritrted  them  on  my  memory.  I 
shall  revisit  them  with  pleasure-,  my  leg^ 
will  soon  enable  tne  to  ru»  over  them,  and 
wlben  I  return,  I  hope  what  you  are  about 
to  read  will  be  passed  over  and  forgotten  * 

•*  Well  then,  go,  and  make  haste  bftck,"^ 
said  the  baronet. 

Arthur  was  preparing  to  obey,  when 
lady  Beattchamp  «tbpped  him  at  the  doot 
"by  saying — J**  Stay  and  take  Gertrude  wiA 
you;  the  news  will  wait  till  she  getsback^ 
Her  fether,  with  all  his  endeavours  for  her 
good  and  that  of  tjie  nation,  has  never  yet 
heen  aMe  to  convert  her  into  a  politician."^ 

Gertrude^  bonnet  and  cloak  were  sertt 
itfr,  "and  the  proffered  arm  of  Arthur  wats 
accepted. 

*  Hi  go  too,"  said  Simpson—**  I  was 
with  you  in  your  last  walk." 

The 
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.  The  old  man  made  a  feeble  effort  at 
rising  in  his  arm  chair ;  he  sunk  back,  and 
taking  his  handkerchief  in  pne  hand,  co^ 
vered  his  eyes,  while  Gertrude  and  Arthur 
seized  hold  of  the  other  hand.  He  return* 
ed  their  pressure,  and  motioned  them  to 
withdraw. 

"  How  I  envy  tjiose  children  !"  said  sir 
Helrbert ;  ''  after  so  long  a  separation,  again 
to  view  in  company  with  eadi  other  those 
places  which  were  the  scenes  of  their  early 
pleausres.'^ 

"  Oh  Time,  Time  T  exclaimed  lady  Beau* 
champ,  as  she  cast;  hei*  eyes  to  the  looking^ 
glass,  **  what  ravages  do  yx)u  commit ! 
and,"  viewing  with  a  smile  the  amiable 
pair  as  they  crossed  the  lawn,  "  what  per- 
fection do  you  bring  fwth  l" 

*^  It  is  not  more  than  nine  years  sine? 
we  have  perceived  them  from  this  spot 
pursuing  the  same  path,"  said  Mr.  Mar* 
shall. 

Simpson  again  appHed  his  handkerchief 
to  his  face. 

'♦•Arthur 
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''  Arthur  lookss  much  more  than  nbie* 
teen,**  observed  lady  Beautshamp* 

"^  His  face»  Matilda**  said  the  bacdnet, 
^is  naturally  of  a  serious  cast,  and  it  is  wi^ll 
known  that  the  itiAuence  of  a  hot  climate 
soon  produces  maturity.  His  compleition 
and  actions  are  manly  to  a  degree ;  h^doea 
not  appear  to  have  .one  spsce  of  the  boy 
remaining  i  and  now  he  is^  strange  tame»  I 
should  certainly  consider  him  tb  be  feiltf- 
and^twenty -~  But  I  am  forgetting  the 
cat^se  of  Arthur's  ^bsenc^." 

The  baronet  read  the  gaizettei  afid  tlie 
editoi^s  ecmrind Ats  upon  it.  It  was  the 
detail  6f  a  siioceissful  attack  on  a  French 
squadron  a*  w-—^,  by  a  very  inferior 
iGbroe.'  Tfate  dttaddng  pbrty  bad  only  three 
ffigatea,  whidi  were  <^poMd  to  a  force 
equdl  in  number,  but  Velryeniperioras  to 
thie  weight  ofjmetaUaud  not  only  sup- 
ported by  the  gun?  df  the  hbrboi^r,  but  by 
a  comtderabk  fiumber  of  gun-boats  Mnd 
OTialfei?  vesaelfj,  Thp  hUrgest  of  the  ene. 
roy's^  v^s^klMd  i)e«n  boarded  from  a  cor^:. 

siderable 
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teered  theomehm  mndw  tvevtviuoit  Mm- 
.fiied^  iiy  "fvttttt  ttie'^a^  hafl.  been 

.{danned^  and  ifviio  uundiictefll  'tiie  ^escectt- 
1km.  '•':..  ^: 

'The  saeoeM  in.  <krrfing  liie  firat  thkI 
"was  to  be  the  digital  for  the  Bntbh  Adps 
to  forod  Idfie  i»rboii9.  Tke  bau^m^  ^w«s 
tacmn^lfshed^  oftcsr  mooii  vesistonoe  Mid 
^bloo^ed^  wd  liie  oofears  stratk.  Tbe 
JSfitisik  'Squadroa  now  iadtrancedU  «id  ifa& 
engagement  becione  ^ndftiS.  After  l»p- 
iiig  ^  pfsize  In  a  mtuMion  that  l^e  aailors 
who  fwre  tonflhed  hd&m  tiie  katahe^  eMvld 
'do.  so  danoagie,  Manfied  letumed  fe  Ifis 
idiip,  and  iiras  the  fii«t  *or  holard  a  iseoMd 
*fie88^1,  li^Mcih  h^  faafd  lasiitd  t6  hi&'owil. 
JSis  acm  taiaied  dastraofeicai  doh'ev^  sidiii, 
Qtid  the  s«i^]«ib«atwtiiikb?irithB  Und 
^cnthtKiMm;*  tke  £tii%  ceased  "mtii  tfate 
WiMUdM*  ^ llie  Wkide.  Manft^  in«iim- 
^Iknitewt  to  his  gdllmtt^^  WMiipiieiAtad  to 
-£te  cMtimtind'4drthie  d^tachuMWtwttilk'wn 

town. 


/ 


tcmn,  ami  ^  jpHcd  the  gsns  of  !Afe  SMi^^ 
tot  fi>rt& 

Tbe  tmallor  omft  iwre  4aM3royed»  tlMeie 
iftcrt  being  poAc^iiitaJbie  Iitndfi  to  narigate 
lliem  without  loreokaiing  the  ae«i«»^lraft« 
Ay  teitenai  hjr  the  immiAer  ^hidi  kaft 
been  wounded  duaring  the  engiigemait. 
The  three  ist^^yimsBld^w&e  then  hroogbt 
away,  and  on  the  second  day  they  All  in 
With  &e  iiltniHi!8:fi»et.  The  sdoiital  im- 
Mediately  decided  ^at  ram  of  Hie  print 
riMiiiid  he  tneniM^  4And  sent  fiswxrd  wMi 
libe  4is]^chei(,  wlik^  weste  j^ven  te  «h* 
nmr  lieitftmaitt  ixf  4lie  stacking  «fai{i&. 

Tte  «&;>talii  of  Arthtir!8  i^essd  Mpre» 
seiited  in  the  mott  glowing  teriM  tibe  hn^ 
wry iand conAact  of  the yousig ^ofikerto^ 
wiM>m  the  mieems  ^the  enterprtM  waain. 
great  teeaimre  dive ;  Jieaht>  m^tiwiedl  tht 
gnoft  deftire'iriiith  tht'3^tigiiian^ad  of  re- 
turning  to  S^knd.  TheadmittdwsftlMii 
to  ipatt  with^an  oiHesr  wlio  hidgivim  sdeh 
rtrikmg  ymoft  of  faiBiOourage  :aiid  sbfliity^ 
Mid  &€fm  whofn  he  anticipated  •a  iruooessioA 
:.  of 
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of  brilliant  actiqns.  At  last,  hawevetrhe 
consentedyon  Arthur's  pledging  his  word 
of  honour  that  hk  return  should  be  imme- 
diate; and  on  the  youth's  departure,  not 
only  recorded,  his  share  of  the  glory  of  the 
day  in  the  dispatdjes,  but  accompanied 
them  with  the  wannest  recommendations 
to  the  admiralty  in  favotur  of  the  young 
lieutenant* 

-  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  efifect  of 
the  narrative  upon  the  auditors.  Their 
looks  betrayed  a  mixture  of  admiration 
and  astonishment,  and  they  hardly  knew 
whether  to  wonder  most  at  his  intrepidity! 
or  at  his  modesty.  Thevisit,  short  as  it 
was,  could  not  fail  of  bdng  highly  gratify- 
ing to  those  who  had  loved  him  for  his 
own  sake,  and  who  saw  their  cares  soam« 
ply  repaid  by  his  subsequent  conduct. 

In  the  metowhile>  Arthur  and  Ger* 

tnide,  beguiling  the  way  with  tales  of  yore, 

had  extended  thieir  ramble  to  wTiat  the 

.  party  in  the  bouse  thought  an  unconscion-* 

able  length.    At  the  first  sppt  which  had 

'   witnessed 
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witnessed  their  esorly  sports,  the  distance, 
or  rather  the  reserve  between  them,  com- 
pletdy  vanished.  It  was  no  longer  "  Mr. 
Manfred,"  and  **  Miss  Beauchamp,"— it 
was,  *' Arthur,  do  you  remember  this  ?*'  sxti 
"  Grertrude,  have  you  forgotten  that  ?'*  As 
they  procseeded,  the  vivacity  of  Gertrude 
effaced  all  ideas  of  time.  The  walk  offer* 
ed  but  one  melancholy  reflection — ^it  was 
when  they  arrived  at  the  spot  where  the 
ruffians  had  endeavoured  to  entrap  Arthur; 
and  where  tsir  Herbert  and  Mr.  MacshaU 
had  been  so  severdy  treated. 

Gertrude  was  incessant  in  her  inquiries 
concerning  the  events  which  had  befallen 
her  playfellow  since  their  separation  ;  but' 
self  was  the  only  point  on  which  Arthur 
could  not  be  eloquent.  Of  his  distresses 
and  uneasiness,  as  the  relation  would  give 
pain,  he  Could  not  speak,  and  of  the  oc- 
currences which  redounded  to  his  honour, 
lie  would  not  speak.  His  greatest  delight 
was  in  dwelling  on  those  circumstances, 

and 
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forety' compaiiuNai  waa  8  pattaher. 

.  At  the  furthest  exfsemity^  of  the  paoAi 

r 

wfaitli^r  they  had  msensibly  strolled^  tbe^ 
pereeiv^  the  sor»  andf  d^HghteRMf  labour 
l^reparing  their  dlFtners  m  an  adjomiiig 
field;  This  warned  t^iem^  to  their  Qwr^ 
prise,  tl»t  upwards*  of  thfee  houm  had  * 
already  been  consumed  in.  the  promised 
^hott:ex€VTM»L  The  chy*  unas  soliayv^  and 
to-  quiekea  their  stepa  nsuoh  beyond  tibe 
usual  pace  would  haine  been  imparopen. 
They  had  upwards  of  a^  mile  and  ai  half 
iraHc  befose  they  GO«dd  arrire  at  the  man- 
ffion^hottse;  and  as.  they  benit  their  oouna 
honiQwanid^  tiae^  severafly  turned  in  their 
znindBi  in  silenee  tiie  besrt  method  of  ac* 
oeimiiiiiigfartheklaQi^aliaeiice;  butwitb- 
mxt  cotmnrankatiffig  witix  eaiob  otiber  thesr 
seiieviitthougli^oDLtise  subjeot,  theyagiraed 
tfafit  the  best  wwy  would  be  to  say  notiiing^ 
about  it  Tbe  nearer,  :ho«Fel7ei!»  they  e^ 
proadifid  to  die  bousc^  the  more  i&yete* 

rate 


ft 

rste  wMllie  oolKMi^ii^Gter^^  but 

whether  that  was  occasioned  by  the'  heal 
^tbe.  w^alba^  tUe^  eKtttise,  or  her  own 
thou^bt%  i9ir^k«sec^ 

8ecnioi.« -•  ''^  <..'••  '  .   *.       • 

smiling,  as  thc^>  #ii4»reA  the  aitting^ioom^ 
^  whM  i«  y^ui>4dea  of  a  l^ig  e^fiCHimoii'  in 
#ie  par^  sinpe  flmr  hoiira  is  only  a  s^rl 

ArtkiH^tiegged  porek^,  but  pleaA^ig^ 
norance  of  the  rapidity-  with  wh»h  the 
time  had  sltppe^'  away. 

«  Gertrude^** '  said  her  mother,  *•  is  a 
gftinep-  at  all  eire«t9.  Good  Gedl  d»ild^ 
what  a  ciateur  ymi  baw^e  in  yoHi*  eheekr!** 

Tbe-  obsepralseni  egcetted  by  thi&  i*eiiiark 
oirfy  calle*  np  a-€teeper  crinwon ',  and;Gerw 
trade  (ted^  the>  Toom^  undep  tike  pretence  of 
bying^d^  h»  waHj^ng^dl^esd. 

"^Wh^to^ald  ycm  possSbty  hay^  been 
doing  tbgebhto!^'  conitiiMiied'  lady  BoaiA^ 
cdxamp --r--'^  Bu*  mjnd^  Arthur,  »o  moret 
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:short  excursions  till  you  can  nifike  a  longer 
stay."  .  /i  I.,.:;'  T// 

,  **  Now,  sir,"  said  the  bOKronet,  *^  have  the 
goodness  to  explain  the  reason. w^^,\  aftar 
an  absence  of  so  many  years,  you .  ace  li- 
piked  to  a  v]3it  of.  only  tWo  .days  ?  Your 
friend,  the  admind,  hap  plighted. your  ho- 
nour to  a  speedy  return,  and'  Heaven  far- 
bid  that  we  should  trench  upon  $o  sacred, 
a  pledge ;  but  surely,  where  the  distance 
is  so  great,  words  must  be  allowed  a  more 
extended  latitude." 

"  Were  my  time  at  jny  own  disposal^ 
^fiy  dear  sir,"  leptied  Manfred,  '^  I  should 
construe  the  admiral's  permijssion  as  you 
do— But  it  is  not.  The  admiralty,  in  re- 
epmpence,  as  they  are,  pleased  to  term  it, 
of  my  humble  efforts,  have  offered  me, 
and  were  I  to.  say  the  truth,  have,  rather 
pressed,  upon  my  acceptance,  the  first  lieur 
tenancy  of  a  vessd:  under  sailing  orders 
to  my  former  station^  Considering  the 
shortness  of  my  service,  you  will,  I  am 

sure, 
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sute,  agree  with  me,  that  it  is  a  distinc- 
tion which  I  should  on  no  account  refuse. 
The  vessel  is  of  no  very  great  force,  and  the 
other  lieutenants  are  of  a  younger  date 
than  myself;  the  first  lieutenant,  who 
was  previously  appointed,  has  been  drafted 
to  a  more  eligible  situation.  When  I  say 
that  captain  Crqfton  is  the  commander  of 
my  new  ship,  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak  of 
his  qualifications,  or  to  explain  liiat  it  is 
inclination^  no  less  than  duty,  which  leads 
me  to  profit  by  his  experience  in  the  ser- 


vice." 
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But  it  i»  still  unreasonable;,  my.  dear 
fellow,""  said  the  baronet,  ''  to  allow  so 
short  a  re&pite  after  so  many  years  of  toil.^ 

"  Submission  is  my  duty,  sir  Herbert—^ 
a  duty  which  I  am  certain  yK>u  would  be 
among  the  first  to  inculcate  into  youthftil 
minds.  The  captain  is  now  taking  leave  of 
his  fi'iends  in  Derbyshire ;  we  travelted  to- 
gether as  far  as  Leicester,  and  to-inorrow 
night  yre  meet  again  at  the  same  place.' 
You  se^,  therefore,  that  my  doom  is  irre- 

voL»  III.  3S  vocably 


vocaUy  fixed,  and  that  the  hours  of  my 
^enjoyment  are  numbered.  Thank  Hea- 
ven tibat  I  have  be^  permitted  te  see 
you  as  I  have  done;  and,  if  my  life  be 
spared*- — '* 

— -£^rtrude  a4;  that  moment  entered  the 
room,  and  the  sentence  (tf  Arthur  remain* 
^  unfinished.  Existence,  ivith  the  lieu* 
tenant,  he  knew  not  why,  had  acquired 
H  fi:esh  <^arm,  and,  with  G^^trude  in  view, 
)ie  was  ojaable  to  comieet  the  present  with 
an  iifter-state. 

The  discourse  took  a  new  channel  on 
tiie  d^brery  of  a  note  from  lady  Tbirfield, 
requesting  the  honour  of  the  Beauchamp 
family  dtmngwith  them  on  the  first  day 
ef  tiie  fbUowing  week :  tlie  Invitaticm  ex- 
tended to  Mr,  Simpson  and  Arthur  Man- 
fred. 

^  They  hxfe  fiom  the  newspapers  then,** 
said  Simpson*  ' 

**  It  is  very  hard,''  cried  lady  Beau- 
champ,  ^^  iiiat  we  are  to  be  thu%  perse- 
^ctttecL    I  wish  they  wosid  be  contented 

with 


with  inviting  &e»!isdv;^  iiere^  mtliettt 
dragging  us  abroad;  it  is  really  too  great 
a  strefceh  ^  politeness — But  ean  we  de^ 
cUneit?^ 

^  I  fear  not,**  roomed  the  baronet; 
^  and  I  am  Botry  that  Axthiir  eaeapes.'' 

Arthur  was  seiised  with  an  tnTokuxtarjr 
diudder  at  ijie  very  idea  of  going  to 
Lpughton;  the  cruelties  pmotised  upon 
him  had  been  greater  than  he  chode  to 
acknowledge,  but  they  were  &r  &om  be^ 
ing  obliterated  from  his  mem<ny.  What^ 
ever  regret  his  hasty  departure  afiforded 
him,  he  was  ^till  rdeased  fh>m  a  painful 
visit. 

The  fleeting  hours  were  counted  by 
every  inmate  of  Beauchamp  Hall  with  s^i*. 
isations  of  increasing  uneasiness,  but  by  none 
was  the  separation  so  acutely  Mt  as  by- 
Arthur  himsey*  and  by  Gertrude;  the  latter 
became  more  and  more  serious  as  the  time 
of  departure  arrived,  and  Arthur  feH  half* 
indm^il  to  jwcrifice  his  future  ihme  to  a 
Uttle  jmo^re  of  {«^sent  teppiness .:  tfae^eft- 

E  2  -  sure 
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sure  of  meeting  had  giveh' way  to  the  pairi 
of  separation — *he  charm  of  novelty  had 
eeieed  to  operate^— and  every  thought  from 
0very  breast,  and  every  word  from  every 
mouth,  was  tinctured  with  regret.  The 
evening,  which  had  set  in  with  gloom,  was 
dosed  in  sober  sadness;  it  was  the  last,  per- 
haps, which  they  wdtild-  pass  with  'Arthur 
for  ever !  in  a  moment  he  might  be  stop- 
ped in  his'c^:«er  of  glory— in  a  moment 
consigned  to  that  bourne  "  whence  no  tra- 
veller returns/' 

The  party  separated  for  the  night  with 
the  consciousness  that  the  time  allotted  for 
repose  only  hastened  the  moment  of  de- 
parture; the  breakfast^able  was  even  more^ 
dismal  than  the  supper-table.  As  the 
dock  approached  the  hour  of  three,  when* 
the  diaise  w^  ordered,  the  gloom  was  pro- 
gressive in  its  advancement.  Arthur  al- 
most repented  his  visit,  for  it  had  robbed 
>  him  of  his  thirst  for  glory.  Gertrude  had 
now  ample  food  for  her  mind — ^it  Mfas  di- 
vided between  a  dread  of  Arthur's  danger- 

and 
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and  the  hope  of  his  safety.  The  only; 
person  whose  joy  was  unmingled  with 
pain  was  Simpson ;  hi^  eyes  had  been  gra- 
tified by  the  sight  of  his  young  friend^ 
which  was  more  than  he  ever  expected, 
and  he  was  thankAil  for  the  permission 
which  Heaven  in  its  goodness  had  afforded 
him. 

At  three  o'clock^  the  arrival  of  the  ehaisQ 
announce  the  necessity  of  taking  leave. 
Arthur  mournfully  received  the  last  salute 
of  his  friends  >as*  he  t)a$sed  them  one  bjr 
one.  Gertrude*s  hand  was  held  out  ;•  Ar- 
thur seized,  it  with  his,  and  respectfully 
pressed  his^  Hps  upon  hers,  as  he  had  done 
upon  her  mother's.  He  wiped  the  tear 
fypta  his  ^e  with  the  back  of  his  band^ 
wd  notidng  tibe  servants  who  had  assem« 
bled  in  tile  hsijH  with  boks  of  kindness^ 
threw  himsdif  into  the  chaise,  kissed  hia 
hand«T-^waved :  it-~and;  sunk  back,  fearful 
lest  he  should '  discover  more  *  weakness 
than  be  thought  justifiable.     The  chaise 

JE  3  drove 
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dtcfw  ofl^  and  all  otitwa^l  tnees  c^  T^itxi 
ijpHdify  disappeared. 


cuAVumt  v/ 
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ConPoHiing  that  whieK,  briefly  speaking,  hat  na 
Business  whfiieoer  m  the  Boohm 

JkittmrB  pinrsued  hi$  jmirfiejr  towards 
Ldcester^  melancbolj  and  dgeetedl  Hia 
fceHngi^  were  new  to  his  Ineart,  and  be  waa 
9k  a  total  loss  to  what  aource  to  as^Sbe 
them^  and  indeed  could  haidly  decide 
whether  tjbey  were  more  neaxfy  allied  to 
pieasore  than  \o  pain.  The  Ime  oi  famai 
ba4.  in  the  course  of  a  few  short  honrs,^ 
subsided  ih  no  tnfiing  degree,  and  had  gi** 
ren  way  to  that  de^re  of  tranquillity^ 
which,  for  the  facmour  of  human  nature^ 
we  hope  ia  inherent  in  man^    He  thought 

for 


for  amoiBcnttliathe  had  done  soffieient  to 
proye  his  courage  and  contempt  of  danger, 
and  that  he  had  taken  his  tall  share  ol 
exertion  m  ^is  eountry's  cause;  but  d 
moment  after  he  bhiidied  for  having  aL 
lowed  himself,  even  fi>r  an  instant,  to  give 
way  to  a  suggestion  so  derogatory  to  hint 
as  a  sailor  and  as  a  man.  He  was  young, 
and  had  embarked  in  a  pursuit  from  which 
there  was  no  retreat  that  was  not  in  some 
measure  accompanied  by  the  loss  of  ho- 
nour-^honour,  the  idol  of  his  soul !  As 
he  proceeded  on  his  journey,  the  moving 
scene,  in*  which  nature  was  exhibited  in 
constant  variety,  although  oonstmitiiy  in 
her  mostspl^idid  garb — the  motion  of  the 
carriage,  which  in  some  measure  served 
to  lull  bis  agitated  mind — ^and  the  prospect 
which  fancy  held  before  him,  aK  concurred 
in  leading  him  to  look  fcM*ward  with  hope 
to  a  sublet  on  which  he  hardly  dared  to 
allow  himself  to  think. 

Between  ten  and  eleven  o^diock  the 
ehuise  d^ve  into  the  yard  of  the  BeQ  inn 
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at  Leicester,  its  inmate  in  a  state  of  com* 
parative  composure ;  he  had  endeavoured 
in  the  course  Df  the  last  stage  to  disembar- 
rass his  mind  from  any  thing  relating^ to 
the  past,  except  his  grateful  recollections^ 
and  to  regard  the  future  with  a  determin- 
ed steadiness. 

,  On  stepping  from  the  diaise  he  was 
greeted  by  his  captain,  whose  attention 
had  be^n  previously  drawn  from  his  sit- 
ting-room towards  the  inn-yard>  by  an  ex- 
traordinary appearance  of  bustle  and  con- 
fusion which  seemed  to  be  going  forward 
at  the  lower  end.  The  arrival  of  captain 
Crcrfton  had  preceded  that  of  Arthur  but 
a  few  minutes ;  it  was  sufficiently  long» 
however,  to  admit  of  his  bespeaking  the 
necessary  accommodations  for  the  night, 
and  for  such  preparations  as  would  ensure 
their  early  departure  in  the  morning. 
;  The  uproar  in  the  yard  still  continuing 
with  unabated  fury>  the  captain,  attended 
by  the  lieutenant,  proceeded  towards  the 

scene  of  actiojiif  and  found  that  the  confu- 

sion 


8r 

81011  VTM  caused  by  a  sailor,  who  was  seat- 
ed on  the  roof  of  a  stage-coach,  fix>m  which 
he  bade  defiance  to  every  one  to  dislodge 
hini^  The  coach  had  been  backed  into  a 
ooach-house,  the  ro^yf  of  which  compelled 
honest  Jack  to  bend  his  body,  but  he  still 
obstinately  maintained  his  post. 
•  Captain  Crofton  applied  himself  to  one 
of  the  spectators  for  information.  It  so 
happened  that  he  could  not  well  have 
sought  for*  intelligence  in  any  quarter 
more  likely  to  afford  it*  The  man  readily 
answered,  that  he  had  been  the  guard 
of  the  coach  oh  which  honest  Jack  waar 
leated,  and  that  he  had  travelled  £rom 
London  with  the  individual  in  questions 
during  the  preceding  night. 

"  We  came  in  here,'*  said  the  guard» 
^  at  six  o'dock  this  morning,  and  he  has 
never  ^tirred  from  the  roof  6f  the  coach 
mice,  and  in  defence-  of  his  post  has  eon« 
trived  to  distribute  as  many  black  eyes 
and  bloody  noses  as  there  are  miles  be-: 
tween  here  aad  London.*^ 
.      .  £5  To 
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To  every  s^lor,  a  saflor  is  abmtber,  and 
oold  indeed  must  be  the  Keart  that  la  sa» 
tbfiedf^ttrith  partaking  a  seaman's  glory 
iidthoiit  ieding  for  a  seaman^i^  troubles. 
Ci^>tain  Craftori  was  one  of  the  last  men 
in  Uie  woiM  to  set  Hmaelf  ill  opposition 
to  the  civil  authority,  but  he  would  have 
rudhied  amongst  theforemost  to  harie  shield^ 
ed  the  meanest  ol^eet  from  oppl-ession. 
The  captain  concurred  in  the  opinion 
vhich  Arthur  had  thrown  out,  that  the 
seaman  was  too  much  the  natural  friend 
of  mankind  to  have  inflicted  black  eyes 
^md  Uoody  noses  without  having  some 
season  to  assign  for  his  conduct,  or,  at  ail 
events,  without  a  sufBcient  provocation. 

Not,  however,  being  wifitng  to  interfere 
without  maldng  a  due  inquiry  in  the  first 
instance,  the  captain  and  the  lieutenant  ad-^ 
jpuroed  to  the  sttting-room,  where  they 
foimd  Slipper  upon  the  table.  They  had  res 
(|uested  the  attendance  of  the  guard;  whose 
znoiM^b:  they  opened  with  ar  glass  of  gwg; 
and  a  shilling,  a&d  who  proceeded  to  m^ 
y'J  form 


fi9nntlitf]iicrf'f&0lustot3r  fif  a^o^isL  Bnt; 
w  we  ^ve  nerer  advanced  to  such  a  8ub- 
fizne  pitdi  of  inprovement  aa  to  be  an  adp- 
mter  of  the  phnseology  of  stage-ooadi- 
soerv  we  must  be  allowed  to  put  the  nar*- 
lattive  into  our  own  langui^e,  not  from 
any  principle,  of  vanity  that  it  would  be-^ 
nefit  by  the  change,  but  simply  from  feA^ 
inga  <^  respect  to  that  useful  body  of  men, 
whose  style  of  conversation  we  are  unwiliU 
ing  to  mar. 

As  the  coadi  was  on  the  point  of  leaT*^ 
ing  the  office  in  London,  the  sailor  and  a 
hdtf  who  accompanied  him^  applied  for  » 
conveyance  to  Manchester  and  ba^,  and. 
insisted,  before  he  and  the  lady  mounted 
the  roof,  that  they  should  take  the  whole 
of  the  fare,  both  in  going  and  returning,  an 
well  as  a  sufficient  sum  for  th^  gratuities 
to  the  coachmen  and  guards.  Jack  wast 
not  long  ill  making  lu»  comrades  acquaint*^ 
ed  with  hia  having  just  received  a  consi* 
deraUe  sum  in  prise-money ,^  the  whole  o^ 
whid!i»  if  he  ^  liked  the  vessel  he  waa  a)& 
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•  f  ** 

|ttesent'  sailing  in/'  he  should  expend  upon 
hiis  travels  between  London  and  the  ulti^ 
mate:  destination  of  the  vehicle.      Jack 
smaoked  the  lips:  of  his  female  companion 
at  the  first  public-house  they  stopped  at^^ 
mid  insisted  upon  treating  her  and  the  rest 
of  the  "ship's  crew"  with   the  best  the 
house  affi^rded.    This  cerehiony  was' s6 
often  repeated,  that  Jack's  upp6r  regionsr 
soon-  became  a  little  disorderied.     From  a 
metaphorical  vessel,  in  Jack's  idea,  the 
coach  insensibly  became  a  real  one,  and  asf 
often  as  the  light  of  the  fuU  moon  enabled 
bim, .  by  his  newly-purchased  watch,  tck 
maik  the  regular  returns  of  the  half*hours,^ 
Jack  took  his  rounds,  to  see  that  every  one*^ 
was  on  duty.  * 

;  The  commencement  of  Jack's  labours 
had  nearly  been  attended  with  fatal  con-- 
8e(|iiences,  for  without  communicating  his: 
intentions  to  those  who  occupied  the  fore-* 
most  ps»rt  of  the  coach,  he  had  made  his* 
lyay  from  the  back  seat,  by  the  assistance 
of  the  door-step,  to  the  coach-box,  which 

,  he 
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*  • 

he  prepared  to  scale  without  ceremony. 
The  coachman,  little  expecting  a  visitor  in 
that  direction,  ap{^ed  the  butt-end  of  his 
whip  about  Jack's  pate,  a  species  of  com- 
pliment which  Jack  returned  with  a  right- 
hand  blow,  which,  although  not  perhaps 
given  with  the  force  and  precision  of  an 
expert  bruiser,  was  yet  sufficient  to  dis- 
turb the  coachman's  organs  of  vision. 
Coachee,  who  had  formerly  figured  in  the 
ting,  and  who  in  his  early  career  had  even 
Ventured  to  aspire  at  championship,  wa^ 
little  inclined  to  yield  the  pahn  of  victory 
to  an  unknown  assailant  without  a  hearty; 
struggle.  To  the  no  small  danger  of  the 
ooach^  and,  what  was  of  more  consequence 
to  every  person  concerned  (the  coach  pro- 
prietors excepted),  of  the  passengers,  the. 
coachman  deposited  the  reins  and  whip  la 
the  hands  of  a  Manchester  barber,  who 
wajs  travelling  for  improvement,  and  who 
had  scarcely  ever  handled  any  thing  but. 
^*  noses."  He  then  took  precautions  offen- 
live  and  defeiwive/  as  the  mode,  of  attack. 

might 


might  require;  but  Jac^  was  omtentedl 
with  blow  for  blow-^--he  had  nodoBg^  of 
the  **  glutton"  al>out  Mm.  Jxi  what  he 
eeoceiyed  a  just  cause,  iJack  woold  have 
spilt  the  last  drop  of  his  blood! ;  he  wai^ 
howerer^l^  no  means  apt  to  seek  aquarrel, 
or  to  take  up  one  upon  ffirasry  grounds. 

**  What  cheer^  messmate  ?—*^  Steady  dbe 
goes — all's  well  T    Damme^  you  are  a  pre^ ' 
eious  one,  a'nt  jou,  to  be  trusted  with  » 
command,  and  stop  the    watch   in  hi& 
Eomids?'* 

The  guard  now^  leant  forwards,  and  ex.m> 
plliined  the  state  of  Jack's  head-piece,  beg^ 
ging  thecoachmannot  toniolest  him  in  any 
similar  excursions  which  1^  might  take  it 
into  his  bead  to  m^dke.  The  coachman: 
readily  agreed,  and  for  the  remainder  of 
the  nrgfat  Jack  was  suffered  to  perform  his 
duty  without  any  interruption.,  In  die 
intervals  of  his  watching,  he  laughed  he 
sung,  kissed  his  lass,  aiid  treated  the  pas^'^ 
sengqrs  as  long  as  any  liquor  could  be  pro* 
cured.    Wheathat  w«  m  kngec  the  casew- 

Jack 
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AuJk  bugged  his  fair  cme,  and  oontentedly 
reposed  in  her  arms* 

On  the  arnval  of  the  coach  at  Leicester 
at  six  o'clock  in  the  mornings  the  passeiv- 
gars  descended  to  Inreakfast,  and  as  the 
irdbicles  then  changed,  the  luggage  was 
transfarred  to  the  ooach  which  was  to  per- 
form the  rest  of  the  journey.  Jack  stoutly 
refused  to  visit  the  ground  so  long  as  he 
oould  remain  on  board  such  a  tight  vessel 
as  be  had  been  sailing  in  all  night ;  it  was 
to  no  purpose  he  was  informed  that  the> 
coach  on  which  be  was  mounted  would 
proceed  no  farther  —  the  commander,  he 
said,  was  as  good  a  one  as  ever  be  sailed 
with,  and  he  would  not  quit  the  ship 
while  her  timbers  would  hold  together. 

Jack  anticipating  a  siege^  and  perhaps 
a  Uockade,  soon  contrived  to  lay  in  ar 
store  of  provisions,  some  of  which  he  de* 
voured  with  an  appetite*  He  had  also  ob- 
tained  a  bottle  of  spirits^  and  after  taking^ 
a  benr^  awJigiL  procured  4'  Mght  fos  his; 
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pipe,  which  he  smoked  with  the  utmost 
composure. 

The  horn  of  the  guard  now  summoned 
tlie  travellers  to  proceed  on  their  journey.' 
They  had  ceased  for  some  time  their  re* 
pionstrances  with  Jack  by  common  conv 
sent,  being  impressed  with  the  idea^  that' 
the  moment  he  saw  his  female  companion 
on  the  point  of  departing  in  another  con- 
veyance, he  would  instantly  descend  and 
rejoin  her.  But  the  calculations  on  Jack^ 
train  of  thinking  were  equally  erroneous^ 
as  those  of  the  redoubtable  Moore  upon 
the  weather :  he  heard  the  fatal  **  All'si 
right"  prraounced,  with  the  "  Hist,  hist,** 
of  the  coachman,  without  the  alteraticm 
of  a  single  muscle  of  his  face. 

The  lady  roared  out  for  delays  as  the 
horses  proceeded  upon  the  fiill  swing,  but* 
notwithstanding  a  lady  was  in  the  case,  it' 
was  to  no  purpose — ^the  coachman  was^ 
inflexible ;  the  consequence  was  an  exttai 
lash  upon  the  horses,  and  Jaok  was.*^  him-^ 

self 
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self  alone.*'    The  girl,  he  said,  was  a  jilfv 
and  the  ship's  crew  a  set  of  shabberoons^    , 

As  Ja€k'8  exploits  at  Leicester  were  ex«* 
hibited  on  a  market-day,  and  in  one  of  the 
most  open  situations  in  the  town,  he  was 
in  no  want  of  either  auditors  or  spectators. 
He  received  their  jokes  and  sneers  with 
equal  sangfrM^  smoked  his  pipe,  drank 
his  grog,  and  visited  his  provision-bag,  as 
his  fancy  dictated.  Some  of  the  towns* 
men,  more  hardy  than  the  rest,  had  at* 
teinpted  by  stratagem  to  oveq>ower  and 
dislodge  him  ;  but  Jack  was  a  host — ^hia 
hands,  and  feet  soon  cleared  the  deck,  and 
scattered  the  wounded  upon  the  grouod 
in  all  directions.  His  prowess  was  ac* 
knowledged  by  the  numberless  black  eyes 
and  bloody  noses  which  ornamented  the 
town  of  Leicester;  and  it  was  at  last 
agreed  to  convert  the  siege  into  a  regulai: 
blockade,  and  thus  starve  the  enemy  into 
a  capitulation. 

Jack  turned  his  quid— rolled  his  left  eye, 
as  much  as  to  say  "  I  understand  you,'* 

and 
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and  innpyed  his  fingers  m  token 
anee,  at  the  same  time  hokHh^  up  his 
stock  of  provisions,  as  a  proof  of  his  being 
furnished  iiritb  the  nDeans  of  xesistaace 
upon  an  attople  scale. 

Towards  evening  a  new  plan  cif  attad: 
was  suggested,  which  was  neither  more 
noif  less  than  to  roll  the  coach  into  tJM 
k>we8t-roafed  coach-house  that  coutd.  be 
found.  This  was  put  in  execution  the 
moment  it  was-  proposed^  t&  the  great  ditf^ 
eomfitnre  of  Jack,  who  was  bent  nearly 
double  by  the  operation.  He  stifi,  how- 
ever, refiised  to  quit  the  post  whidihe 
bad  hitherto  maintained  with  such  diatin* 
guished  honour  and  such  unexampled 
perseverance. 

Matters  had  been  suilered  to  continue 
in  this  state  for  some  hours  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  the  captain  and  Arthur. 
Aniong  the  rest,  the  landlady  had  tried  her 
powers  of  persuasion,  but  without  the  least 
success,  and  despairing  of  making  any  im- 
pression upon  a  fortress^  which  the  whole 

(         congregation 


MDgregation  had  begun  to  consider  as  im<» 
pregnable^  tiiey  proposed  locking  up  the 
eoadi  till  t^ie  following  moxning,  when  it 
would  agaffl  be  wanted  to  return  to  Lon^ 
d^n,  reasoi^g  that  if  Jack  stiH  stuck  to 
his  position^  they  should  at  least  be  rid  of 
him. 

Arthur  loved  a  sailor  even  to  his  fMbles, 
and  unwilling  that  the  poor  f^Iow  should 
Mntinue  all  night  ii^  such  a  damped  po* 
sition,  which- he  readily  believed  Jack's  ob- 
atinacjr  would  induce  him  to  do,  went  out 
to  try  what  could  be  effected  by  the  influ« 
ence  of  n^  brother  tar.  After  a  few  sea 
phraser,  which  Arthur  thought  l&ely  to 
put  Jack  into  good-humour,  he  requested 
bim  tor  descend.  Jack  caught  a  glimpse 
^  the  naval  uniferm— ^he  had  never  diso* 
beyed  a  command  from  an  officer,  and  now 
distantly  acceded  to  the  wishes  of  the 
wearer,  leaving  his  provisions  to  those 
that  chose  to  take  them. 

Arthur  humoured  Jack's  temper,  and 
brought  biiji  down  to  something  like  ra- 

tiouality^ 
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ttonality.  At  the  request  of  the  lievLtea^ 
«nt  he  took  his  supper  in  the  most  orderly 
manner^  and  suffered  hiniself  to  be.  con«* 
ducted  to  his  bed-room,  which,  as  there 
was  no  appearance  of  a  want  of  cash»  was 
of  a  desciipticm  to  which  Jack  had  .i)0t 
been  accustomed.  His  first  act  was  ta 
^tirely  disencumher  the  bedstead  of  its 
hangings,  asking  the  person  who  attended 
him  if  he  thought  he  should  sleep  ia.  t}^ 
fihrouds* 

^  Nature,,  however,  was  prfetty  well  ex- 
Jb^usted  by  Jack's  long  state,  of  exertion; 
and  he  sopn  fell  into  a  sound  sleep*^^  with«» 
out  troubling  himself  to  take  off .  bis 
clothes^ 

As  captain  Cnrfton  and .  Artbiit:  were  i0 
take  their  final  leave  of  the  admiralty  ear'* 
ly  enough  on  Monday  morning  to  be  at 
Portsmouth  on  the, same  e^vening,  they 
proposed  starting  from  Leicester  soon  ajObisr 
the  clock  struck  .five,  and  had  ordered 
every  thing  accordingly.  While  the  chaise 
was  getting  ready,   Arthur  thought  of 

making 
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making  inquiries  after  the  sailor.  The 
waiter  went  to  Jack's  room,  and  awoke 
him  without  difficulty.  Jack  was  a  per- 
son who  seldom  wasted  much  time  upon 
the  business  of  his  toilet  v  he  therefcnre  soon 
presented  himself  to  the  officers  in  the 
most  orderly  manner,  and,  the  fumes  of 
the  liquor  having  evaporated,  in  a  state  of 
complete  sobriety.  From  his  answers  to 
some  questions  which  had  been  put  to 
hiwi  Arthur  was  convinced  that  the 
events  ci  the  preceding  day  had  left  no 
trace  whatever  upon  his  mind.  Jack  gave 
an  unmeaning  stare  when  he  was  remind. 
ed  of  hid  behtiviour,  and  received  the  ao- 
count  of  his  conduct  within  the  last*  four* 
and-twenty  hours  with  a  look  of  incredu- 

lity. 

Arthur  assured  him  of  the  truth  of  the , 
statement,  when  Jack  expressed  his  ex- 
treme surprise  that  his  companion  should 
have  proceeded  to  Manchester  without 
him.  He  thet),  after  a  short  pause,  declar- 
ed his  determination  of  returning  to  Lon- 
/  don. 
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doii»  that  he  might  reoommenee  his  jdur-^ 
ney  as  a  man  ought  to  do.  It  wm  in  jfsia 
that  botii  the  captain  and  Arthur  advised 
him  to  proceed  on  to  Mancbe^er  to  rejoin 
fais  companion ;  Jack  had  reeova:ed  hi* 
senses,  and  with  them  the  o^oiviction  t^bat 
he  was  free  from  oontrol :  to  Lionil0ii  he 
was  resolved  to  return — he  (Should  gel; 
there,  he  said,  to*night,  and  to-morrow  he 
<x)uld  come  back  again  tike  one  who  knew 
what  he  was  abput  Jack  cheerfuUv  pcad 
$11  the  demands  that  were  made  upon  Mmt 
the  stepping  of  the  bedstead  included,  and 
dter  Zd^g  ibe  offieem  for  their  kincU 
ness  and  attending  them  to  the  chaise^ 
took  his  ieave  of  them,  and  patieiitly  wait- 
ed for  ^e  arrival  of  the  carri^ige  wbieh  was 
to  convey  him  to  the  commencement  of  his. 
journey. 

On  his  seeond  visit  to  the  adfl|imlty» 
Arthur's  i?0cepti<m  w^s  eqlial  to  the  most 
sanguine  wibshes  which  a  young  man  in 
the  ardent  pursuit  of  glory  -could  have 
farmed     But  Arthur  had  a  drawbAck 

upon 
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fipcm  his  ^^ent  felicity,  f<H*  which  he 
could  in  no  way  account.  The  hcmours 
and  difitinctions  which  had  been  bestowed 
upon  him  had  somehow  or  other  lost  their 
charms.  When  last  in  London,  Arthur 
remembered  how  anxious  he  had  been  to 
{iroceed  on  his  new  appcHiitment.  In  a 
few  days  his  mind  had  taken  a  fresh  bias. 
He  had  eagerly  flown  to  his  former  friends, 
but  in  his  progress  towards  tb^oi  he  little 
anticipated  the  regrets  that  awaited  him» 
But  the  die  was  cast,  and  Arthw  was 
again  doomed  to  an  indefinite  absence 
&om  IJiose  whom  Ills  flying  visit  had  mare 
and  more  endeared  to  him. 

The  ^enhig  saw  the  captain  and  the 
lieutenant  at  Portsmouth*  On  the  fol- 
lowing iDommg  they  took  possession  of 
their  charge,  amid  the  repeated  dieering 
of  the  blip's  crew,  the  majority  of  whom 
Jmem  theb  oommander  and  had  heard  of 
tfaehr  lieutenant  In  a  few  <jays  Ae  vessdl 
proceeded  to  her  destination,  where  she 
arrived  without  any  other  interruption 

than 
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than  what  was  created  on  her  passage  \jf 
an  occasional  squall. 

The  admiral  received  Arthur  in  a  man- 
ner corresponding  to  his  merits,  and  to  the 
personal  regard  with  which  his  brother- 
officers  had  always  treated  him.  He  was 
everywhere  greeted  with  pleasure  unal- 
loyed, except  by  the  crew  of  his  former 
ship,  who  felt  tliemselves;  sorely  disap- 
pointed that  they  could  no  longer  look  for 
victory  under  his  guidance. 

His  first  care  on  his  arrival  was  to  write 
to  his  fnends,  in  pursuance  to  a  promise 
which  had  been  exacted  firom  him  by  lady 
Beauchamp.     As  he  desired  his  remem- 
brances to  Gertrude,   a  sigh  burst  forth 
uncalled  for.     "  Nonsense !"  thought  he, 
as  he  communed  with  himself,  **  how  can 
the  orphan  and  the  child  of  charity  aspire 
to  loveliness  and  fortune  ?    It  is  madness 
to  encourage  ideas  which  may  be  fatal  to. 
my  peace-^I  must  rouse  myself:  I  must 
reason,  that  where  there  can  be  no  hope, 
there  should  be  no  expectation*" 

CHAP- 
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Li  which  will  be  found  a  Diminution  tfi/ie  Cha^ 

racters  in  our  Drama. 

The  era  was  fast  approachu^ig  which  was 
to  usher  Gejrtrude  into  the  gaj  world; 
her  education  was  complete — at  le^t  she 
had  devoted  the  usual  numbef  of  years  to 
it,  and  the  services  of  Miss  Hai^mohd  were 
now  dispensed  with;  with  the  assurance 
of  the  strongest  recommendiition  which 
words  could  convey,  and  with  a  handsome 
present  that  was  made  her  on  her  ceasing 
to  form  a  part  of  sir  Herbert  3eauchamp's 
establishment,  she  unwillingly  resigned 
her  charge,  and  retired  from  a  family  whom 
she  had  every  reason  to  reverence. 

It  would  have  been  difficult,  perhaps,  to 
have  selected  a^cnre  proper  person  to  have 
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been  the  companion  of  Gertrude's  early 
years ;  for  although  Miss  Hammond  was 
not  possessed  of  any  of  those  shining  ta^ 
lents,  which  create  surprise  rather  than 
pleasure,  nor  had  been  trained  to  the  frivo- 
lous, yet  dazzling  occupations  which  are 
commonly  termed  ^aecomplishments,  she 
made  ample  amends  %y  a  strict  regard  to 
propriety,  which  had  ever  formed  the  ba- 
sis of  her  conduct,  and  by  the  genuine  pu- 
rity of  her  inclinations.     With  such  a 
guide,  therefwe,  Gertrude  liad  no  bad  ex- 
ample by  wbieh  cither  her  morails  or  her 
manners  could  be  corrupted ;  nor  was  Ma- 
ria Hammond possessedof  those  overbear- 
ing talents  hy  which  the  nature^  force  ei 
her  pupil's  genius  was  bent  to  the  tram- 
ifnels  of  another. 

Gertrude  had  been  eariy  taught  'by  hep 
fether  to  metke  reason  her  point  4'appnt, 
and  to  act  irom  conviction  alone.  During 
the  whole  progress  of  her  education,  the 
father's  chief  care  was  to  preserve  the 
judgment  of  kis  daughter  dear  and  tmbi- 

assedy 


assed,  and  to  teadi  Jier  to :look:iit4:)ie  wori(l 
through  :the  mdUufn  of  her  ^wn  seaMscp. 
without  placing  a  tUiiid  dependraice  upon 
the  opunonSiOr  views  of  others. 

P4*^aration6  were  maidng  fpr  tibe  aus^« 
oious  journey  to  London;  Gertrude  was 
on  the  ^ptoe  of  expectation,  and  eveiy 
other  memher  of  the  family  full  of  impa- 
tience for  ^e  hour  which  was  to  lift  the 
heiress  of  sir  Herbert  ftom  the  rank  of 
childhood)  when  the  woctfay  Simpson  was 
seized  with  analarming  illness,  from  which, 
at  a  very  early  period  of  the  disease,  his 
recovery  was  considered. extremely  doubt- 
ful. Nature,  within  hiai,  was  almost  ex- 
hausted, and  he  had  long  been  wasting 
with  a  gradual  decay ;  the  alteration,  for 
some  time,  had  been  almost  daily  visible* 
and  as  he  had  been  for  some  yeai^s  the  vie- 
tim  of  an  asthma,  the  Be^uchamps  had 
looked  to  the  approach  of  winter  with  con- 
sideraUe  dread.  Siu^ipsQP  was  much  older 
in  constitution  thaqt  he  was  in  years :  in  his 
youth  he  had  iiv>ed  Avmj  rather  .&st^r  than 
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prudence  would  have  allowed^  and  was  now 
paying  the  penalty  of  a  too  eager  anticipa- 
tion of  time.  An  inflammation,  the  conse- 
quence of  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather, 
had  fallen  upon  his  chest  and  lungs,  and 
had  taken  such  full  possession  of  his  frame, 
that  every  breath  was  expected  to  be  hi« 
last. 

Gertrude,  fromi  the  first  attacl^  of  the 
disease,  had  taken  upon  herself  to  be  her 
godfather's  nurse,  watching  hinii  almost 
night  and  day  with  indefatigable  atten- 
tion, and  "hardly  allowing  herself  the  re- 
pose which  her  pai*ents  deemed  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  preservation  of  her  own 
health. 

The  danger  at  last  became  so  imminent, 
that  the  physicians  consulted  with  Mr. 
Marshall  upon  the  best  mode  of  preparing 
the  patient  for  an  event  which,  at  no  very 
distant  period,  was  extremely  probable. 
Mr.  Marshall  himself  undertook  the  task 
of  breaking  tjie  melancholy  tidings  to  the 
old  gentleman,  after  having  sought  the 
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advice  of  tlie  baronet,  who  was  himself 
anxious  to  be  spared  so  distressing  an 
office. 

To  the  clergyman  the  scene  was  parti- 
cularly painful :  he  Ivid  long  venerated  the 
object  whose  doom  it  was  now  his  fate  to 
announce ;  and  ihe  f  ask  t)ecame  still  more 
painful  when  the  good  old  man,  in  tire  be- 
^uning  of  their  conference,  was  laying 
plans  whjich  he  intended  should  be  exe- 
cuted on  his  recovery,  to  which  he  looked 
forward  with  the  fullest  confidence.  The 
first  hint,  however,  which  Mr.  Marshall 
threw  out,  respecting  the  propriety  of 
every  person  making  those  arrangements 
which  they  would  wish  hei^after  to  be 
carried  into  efiect,  as  far  as  regarded  world* 
ly  possessions,  created  mqch  alarm  in  the 
patient's  mind. 

Of  the  disposal  of  his  property,  for  the 
baronet  had  insisted  upon  returning  what 
he  had  formerly  received,  the  old  gentle- 
man had  never  made  any  mention ;  nor 
did  sir  Herbert  know  that  he  had  ever 
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made  a  v^iSl.  Of  hsB  intetifk)n  towards 
Gertrude,,  be  had  made  no  sec^st ;  but  she 
was  rich  enough,  and  his  property  was  the 
hsi  object  isn  tke  c^ntemplatioti  of  either 
^e  Ibaronef  sf  fbrnUy  op  M^.  Man^Q;  when 
the  ktfier *  ftrsC  iSirected  Ms^  artfimtibli  U>  the 
future  As^butiOn  of  it 

The  dd  maR  parsed  a  few  ifi4M»i$nt9» 
and  fh^n  desired  fhafi  sir  Hei^^rt  nsiglri: 
be  sumniottcd^The  baa^net  was  iliijfenf. 
Ity  in  the  roetn.  "f  he  old  gentleiAair  madb 
aonother  patrse,  to  recolfect  himself,  and 
then:  began.  Mr.  Marshall  would  fiare 
withdrawn,  bat  Siflipson  beckoned  to  him 
to*  remain-—"  I4  is  evident,  my  deW  Hei^- 
bert,  that  the  doctors,  or  something  else, 
will  not  j^mff^r  me  to  be  much  longer  a 
burden  to  yoQ.  I  am^  very  unreasonable, 
for  I  prayed  that  I  might  be  permitted  to 
behold  the  cbitd  of  my  flection  advafnce 
tO'Womanliood-^I  teive  seen  it  I  prayed 
fittewise  that  m^  eyes  m%ht  be  agaiti  fix- 
ed uponf  i  youth,  for  whom  I  had  eiiter- 
taiAedf  a  siiMere  regard— I  harve  been  gra- 

tified. 
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tified,  I  hme  btefy  preyed  that  my  life 
ms^if  be  prolrarg^  till^  I.  might  see  Geiu 
trade  making  to  somv  worthy  man  an  esh 
tunable  wife :  peibaps^^  if  that  had  beeiB 
grantee^  I  migiit  ka^e  asked,  for  meveL- 
For  the  mercitt  of  Providence^  lam  thanks 
fuiy  very  tkankful^  md  i  resign  m3rsdf  to 
its  dispexDEeitions.'' 

^  Courage,,  my  dear  sir  T  said  the  hnro- 
net ;  *^  ydu  nugr  haTte  yet  many  yeaxs^  to* 
Uesa  VL9  wi^  yoor  society-^-w«i  oanntirt  af- 
ford to  lose  yon  yet" 

^  I  have  deuiag^  Herbert ;  I  have^ 
hesidei^  a  esdm  raind^  and  a^  eooa^cieiice 
which,  thovgknet  fuee  £rom  staan^  is^of  no 
^eat  weight ;  but  my  worthy  friend  here 
has  reminded  me  of  i»y  neglige^i^e^-^-ana^ 
yet  I  think  it  mssy  easSy  be  repaired." 

"  There  will  be  time^  my  dear  sir,"  said 
the  baronet,  **  for  every  thing  i  MelanehK)-* 
ly  will  nmke  her  adTanoes  rajHdly  though 
0f  her  own  accord;  thecd  xs^  Mrely  no^oc-* 
casion  to  meet  her  half-way  ?'^ 
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**  Herbert,  Herbert,'*  said  the  old  man, 
with  a  placid  smile,  **  I  hope  there  is  time 
for  the  little  which  remains  to  me  to  say 
and  do,  for  on  you  I  can  depend.  It  is 
now  fourteen  years  since  I  made  my  will; 
Gertrude -was  then  an  infant,  and  your- 
self  free  from  the  incumbrances  of  title 
and  fortune ;  her  life  was  uncertain,  and 
the  next  claimant  upon  me  was  the  father 
of  the  child  of  my  adoption.  My  will  is 
in  few  words — my  property  becomes  yours; 
— at  your  decease,  in  case  your  daughter 
liad  merited  yV>ur  esteem,  she  would  derive 
some  consolation  from  the  loss  of  her  fa-' 
ther,  by  an  increase  in  the  means  of  doing 
good.  Since  that  time,  fortune  has  been 
favourable  to  you — I  do  not  say  beyond 
your  merits,  for  would  riches  confer  hap- 
piness, my  wishes  on  your  account  would 
be  carried  to  a  boundless  extent.  Now 
listen  to  my  last  directions,  that  the  pre- 
sent may  cease  to  occupy  my  mind,  and 
that  my  thpughts  may  not  be  diverted 

from 
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from  the  awful  part,  which  the  cautious 
warning  of  my  revefend  friend  tells  me  I 
have  to  perform." 

"  I  cannot,  my  dear  sir,  give  up  while  a 
hope  remains ! — the  physicians ^" 

"  — Hope,  Herbert  \  I  have  indulged  in 
hope,  for  I  never  gave  admission  to  an 
idea  of  danger :  My  stamina  are  gone,  and 
I  have  been  long  satisfied  that,  from  a 
dangerous  crisis^  my  recovery  is  next  to 
impossible.  I  c(»ifes&  that,  till  now,  I  did 
not  think  that  orisis  had  actually  ap- 
proachf4  r  I  have  suffered  so  much,  and 
so  long,  from  internal  decay,  tliat  a  little 
additional  pain  created .  no  alarm  in  my 
breast.'' 

Gertrude  entered  the  room^  ta  announce 
the  arrival  of  the  physician.  She  advanced 
to  the  bedside,  and  looking  in  Simpson's 
fece,  with  all  the  cheerfulness  she  could 
assume,  patted  his  cheeky  and  told  him  to 
get  better. 

Simpson  sighed  as  he  stretched  out  his 
feeble  hand  from  under  the  bed-clothes  to 
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gt^^  ti^^  4>f  der&w!e;  and  geft%  6h^ 
'kmg  Us^  b^4  ^AteS;  that  the  physkiatf 
might  be  admitted,  and  that  l^ey  imgbt 
fee  left  tog^liet. 

SimpSDir  f  hen  demanded  of  the  doctor  a 
candid'  opitiion'  of  his  case :  he  fertred,  he 
continued,  nay,  he  tras  satisfied,  that  Kttfe 
feopes  were  entertained  of  hiis  recovery, 
taid  therefiwre  blamed  the  doctor  for  suffer- 
ing hitn  to  continue  itt  a  fetal  error^  by 
holding  out  prospects  which  had  no  chance 
^  of  being  realized. 

Tlie  doctor  excused  himself  on  fee  score 
of  possibility — **  At  any  period  of  life,  in- 
flammation of  the  dtiest  atnd  lungs  ii^  accom- 
panied with  danger ;  the  probability  of  re^ 
eovery,  it  must  be  admitted,  however,  was. 
certainly  lessened  as  life  was  advanced;  but 
wonderful  recoveries  had  ta&en  place^  and 
doubtless  would  again." 

**  Ail  tins,  doctor,  i^  foreign  to  t6e  pur- 
pose. It  is  of  little  importance  ta  me 
what  has  happened  to  others*^!  w^t  you 
to  be  decided  as^  to  myseff." 

The 


Tbe  dbetof  weiit  liirougb  the  usual 
foutiiie  of  qudsft^ns;  and  desiied  the  at** 
tendance  of  the  nurse,  whom  Smipsoiy 
agsiinr  sent  dut  e£  the  room.  The  doctor 
tkien'  expressed  a  wis&  to  eixamifie  the  Mis- 
ter, trMch  had  beei^  a^jplied  to-  the  chest* 
on  the  preceding  day.  He  Kftiod  it  tip, 
and  shook  his  head — It  had-  iiiot  BUide'  thv 
sUghtest  mayk  mpon  t1^  sfeinv 

**  Do  you  place  dependenee^  upon  the 
blister?''  asked  Simpson. 

**  Unquestionably  T  replied  the  d^et^r  ^ 
^  it  is  of  the  first  importance  tbat  k  sbDuld* 
act  in  a  {Ht^periDamier.'' 

^  Then,,  doctor^  you  have  saul  enough ;' 
for  I  am  conviis^eH  that  all  the  moisture 
of  ray  whole  body,,  centered  m  one  poin^t,* 
would  be  Insirffident-^If  idm  Ufeter  does^ 
m^  rise^  you  have  no  hopes  ?" 

The  doctor  was  siterit,  aikb  bemg  agtim  * 
jn^essec^  acknowledged  that  tbere  waft> 
none. 

''  I  am  satmfi^r  said  tile  eld  msn^ 
^th  a  feeble  mgh,  *^  and  itmsit  hmband 
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my  time  to  the  naost  advantage.  Ho^, 
much  longer,,  doctor,  may  I  expeet  to: 
breathe  ?"  . 
/  '  ^*  It  is  uncertain :  unless  sonM  fevour- 
able  turn  ensues,  your  frame  will  be  in- 
capable of  sustaining  life  for  many  days — 
Jbut  I  hope  that  to-morrow  may  give  us  a 
better  account " 

"  Is  it  probable  that  I  ^should  survive 
through  the  night  ?" 

"  I  should  thinlc  so,"  said  the  doctor, 
but  with  some  little  hesitation. 
"  'A  glance  of  &im{^on's  quick  arid  pene- 
trating  eye  upon  the  countenance  of  the 
physiciau  r  feft  bim  no  further  room  Ibr 
copjecture.  *The  old  rnan  thanked  the 
doctor  for  Iris  attentions,  which  he  was  sa- 
tisfied iwerfe'rafidly  drawing  to  a  dose,  as 
there  could  be  little)  occasion  for  another 
visit.  He  stretched  out  his  withered  and 
^feebled  arm;  the  doctor  mechapically 
laid  his  fingers  on  the  pulse — Simpson's 
face.^h^ne  with' its  wohted  bemgnify  at 
tl^.j|i]fittike  of  his  intention  :>  not  wiUing« 

to 
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to  undefceive  him,  he  suffered  the  doctor 
to  look  at  his  stop-watch  the  usual  time, 
when  pressing  his  hand,  he  begged  again 
to  see  sir  Herbert. 

On  the  retirement  of  the  doctor  from 
the  iDom,  the  baronet  having  first  heard 
his  opinion,  again  made  his  appearance  ii]^ 
the  chamber  of  sickness.  He  came  alone,, 
but  at  the  request  of  Simpson,  the  attend- 
ance of  Mr.  Marshall  was  agahi  desired. 

The  clergyman  entered,  and  Simpson, 
continued  his  discourse — "  My  head  is  a 
little  wandering,  and  I*  can  hardly  recol- 
lect myself.  My  property,  I  think  I  said^ 
Herbert,  would  be  yours ;  since,  however, 
I  made  that  disposition  of  my  alFairs,  cir- 
cumstances have  much  altered — Gertrude 
is  a  woman,  and  the  heiress  of  wealth,  to 
which  mine  would  hardly  make  a  sensible 
addition;  we  have,  besides,  become  the 
protectors  and  supporters  of  an  wphan . 
youth.  So  long  as  his  merits  were  dubi- 
ous, there  was  a  chance,  although  a  distant 
one,  that  a  provision  might  be  ill  disposed. 

All 
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AH  feaf  &  en  that  head  are  now  vanished— 
ke  is-  become  an  ornament  to  itfankind^ 
^nd  I  bless  the  hour  in  which  I  became 
the  humble  ijistrument  of  his  advance^^ 
ttient.  A  fresh  will  is,  I  am  sure,  totally 
unnecessary ;  on  your  sacred  promises  I  can 
sllafely  rely — give  me,  then,  your  solentor  as- 
surances that  Arthur  shall  be  the  equal  par- 
taker with  Gertrude  in  that  which  may 
be  useful  to  the  first,  but  whidr  will  be  of 
no  further  use  to  the  latter  than  to  recal 
occasionally  to  her  remembrance  the  man 
who  viewed  her  with  a  parent's  fondness 
-^Herbert,  your  hand  and  your  assnr- 
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Tears  started  in  the  eyes  of  both  the 
auditors,'  and  sir  Herbert,.  kneeTing  by  the 
side  of  the  bed,  took  the  old  man's  ex- 
tended hand ;  he  invoked  Heaven  to  re- 
gister  the  sacred  pledge  which  he  was 
about  to  give,  that  if  it  pleased  that  Power . 
which  gave  life  to  summon  has  friend  to  a 
better  world,  his  directions,  be  they  what 
they  might,  should  be  scrtipuleusty  ad-' 

hered 


liered  io.  He  then  caUed  on  Mr.  Marshall 
to  be  witness  to  the  vow,  as  he  Would 
her^eafler  be  witness  lo  its-  performance. 

^  My  other  direetions,'*  eontinned  the 
oldinan,  '^  are  few  in  number,  and  trifling 
in  amount :  an  old  man  i»  a  great  plague, 
but  a  sick  old  man  is  a  mudi  greater ;  I 
have  given  much  trouble  to  the  servants ; 
the  trifles  they  have  received  from  me, 
from  time  to  time,  are  far  from  being  a 
Sufficient  recompence  for  exertions  which 
they  were  not  bound  to  perform.  They 
will,  I  dare  say,  remember  me  by  the  vex- 
ation I  have  occasioned  them  ;  but  thifi^  is 
not  enough— ^I  am  desirous  that  every  ser* 
rant  about  the  house  should  receive  a 
yeaf  s  wages,  as  a  small  tok*n  of  ray  sense 
of  their  kindness.  To  James  aiid  Betty, 
who  have  been  more  particularly  about 
my  person,  1  wish  tliem  each  to  receive,  in 
addition,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds^  with  in* 
terest,  from  the  day  of  my  death,  to  be 
paid  them  whenever  either  of  them^  are  de- 
sirou^s  of  eiitablishing  th^nselvei^  in^  the 

.world ; 
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World ;  but  this  I  wish  not  to  be  divulged 
for  the  present,  lest  it  might  produce 
jealousy  and  dissension  with  those  I 
am  leaving  behind,  at  the  time  whai  I 
hope  to  be  entering  the  mansions  of  p^aee. 
My:  pensioners — but  stay,  I  shall  be- 
queath them  to  Gertrude  herself;  Mr. 
Marshall  will  be  enabled  to  direct  her 
bounty  in  the  same  channel.  Now  my 
mind  is  easy,  and  I  am  desirous  of  seve- 
rally taking  ray  leave  of  those  who  have 
enabled  me  to  close  sny  days  upon  a  bed 
of  roses,  Mr.  Marshall  for  a  few  minutes 
will  gladly  be  released :  I  see  your  good- 
ness— ^your  kindness  would  lead  you  ^  to 
confer  pleasure  at  the  expence  of  your 
comfort,  but  I  wish  to  communicate  with 
sir  Herbert  alone.** 

Mr.  Marshall  left  the  chamber,  and  pro^ 
ceeded  to  lady  BeaucharDp,.  who  had  re- 
mained in  b^athless  expectation  and  anx- 
iety. 

The  old  man  listened  for  the  dosing  of 
the  door,  when  he  addressed  the  baronet — 

"  la 
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*•  In  the  young'^  man,  Herbert,  who  has 
just  left  ns,  you  possess  a  treasure.  You 
suppose  him  amiable  and  good,  but  yoa 
know  not  the  extent  of  his  worth :  I  need 
not  recommend  him  to  your  notice,  for  I 
am  satisfied  your  own  wishes  would  have 
anticipated  mine,  had  "an  opportunity  of- 
fered itself  of  serving  him.  I  am  at  a  loss 
in  what  manner  to  express  my  gratitude 
towards  him ;  I  havfe  no  bauble  to  bestow 
upon  him — 'no  gift  that  is  worthy  his  ac- 
ceptance ;  but  I  am  yet  anxious  that  my 
memory  may  he  imprinted  upon  the  breast 
of  one  who  cheeifed  my  closing  hours,  and 
who  has  rendered  my  d^thbed  eaisy— . 
Perhaps  you  will  not  think  an  offering  of 
a  thousand  pounds  too  much  for  the  hanif 
of  gratitude  to  give,  and  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship to  receive?'* 

Simpson  here  paused  for  an  answer ;  but 
the  countenance  of  sir  Herbert  rendered  an 
answer  unnecessary. 

"  I  am  satisfied  you  tliink  I  am  not  act- 
ing wrong;    and  now,  Herbert,  I  have 

done. 


dohe-^FaiewelK  a  }eng  £ti>ewell!  Najr, 
say,  do  not  unman  me!  I  ean  meet  a  wo^ 
na]ii>  tears — their  hearts  are  always  open^ 
to  pity,  and  &om  them;  the  oifttw^ard  morkd 
of  gsief  aK  aDowabkr;  but  fkmr  youy  I&r^ 
bert,.  I  expected  firmness.  Again  Jewell  f 
LeaTB  me'  a  few  moments^  to  recover  my- 
self^ and  then  let  me  see  Matilda.    Vea^ 

''  ^he  last  effibrt  of  si.  great  mihd^'^  saytf 
Dr.  Johnson,  ^  is  always  thegpeatestif'  and 
why  not  of  a  good  mind  ?  The  baronet 
tore  bimi^elf  from  the  bedside^.  and>  as  he 
evened  the  door,,  cast  anotiier  iook  towards 
the  sfdc-bed«  The  old  man  wa$  six^ichiAg 
out  hid  hai^  for  some  cooling  liqiaidv 
which  was?  placed  withki  readi ;.  Herbert 
retomed  a  step  baclc,  to  giVe  his  assistancey 
but  a  wave  of  the  extended  arm  dedared 
It  to  be  unnecessary! 

Herbert  wsuited  a  few  seconds^  on  th^ 
outside  of  the  door  to  rally  lus  spirits,  and 
then  went  in  search  of  his^  wife,  whom  he 
conducted  to  the  dying  Simpson. 

"  I  have 
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^*  I  have  little  to  sagr  to  yotr,  Matilda, 
and  but  one  thing  to  enjoin  yova:  yon 
have  a  lovely  d»ld-*-4ier  virtues  are  equal 
to  her  beauty ;  I  charge  you,  never  make 
her  a  sacrifice  to  wealth  \  Think  of  what 
both  you  and  Hca-bert  hwe  mfka^  and 
feel  for  Gerfrude  when-  yea  would;  attempt 
(whkh  Gk>cl  forbid !)  toi  fo^e  hei^  indinst- 
tionSir  If  Providence  }m4  spat^d  my  Gi& 
a  few  yearsr  IcMg^r,  I  should,  hove  eagerly 
foobed  fbrw«yrd  to  an  event  which  I  will 
mot  now  vevitisre  to  ftienfion>  To  the  pro- 
fleetienf  of  Herbert  and  yourself  I  leave  the 
axtiiaUte  Ai^bur  \  he  will  merit  youv  e$^ 
teem,  and  be  to  you  both  as  a  scfOh^tcsf 
my  sake  eHerish  him  as  sucii«  Time?  tnt- 
vels  fast  to^  the  goal  of  life :  tears^  Matilda, 
are  unavaaliing;  bati  they  are  a  ^tefiil  tri- 
bute of  ai£ection-«-^ry  them,,  and!  be  hap- 
py !  Sometimes  cast  a  tbooght-  on  the 
whims  of  an*  did  bachelor,  and  aec(»n{>any 
it  with  a  prayer  for  his  future  .felicity. 
Heaven  will  continue  to  hbdss  you,.  Matil- 
da,  as  it  has  done,  and  m(ay  your  last  hour 

be 
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be  as  tranquil  and  serene  as  mine !  Ac- 
cept my  blessing,  dear  Matilda !  We  must 
resign  ourselves  to  fate — Death  is  the  lot 
of  all;  it  is  the  latest  duty  of  life,  and  why 
should  I  expect  to  be  exempt  from  that  to 
which  every  one  is  subject?  Your  hand-— 
Farewell  ]  Be  yourself — ^if  I  have  forti- 
tude, surely  you  ought  not  to  flinch ! 
May  Heaven  bless  you !  Let  me  see  Ger- 
trude before  you  exhaust  nate  quite.** 

Lady  Beauchamp  withdrew  in  agony : 
she  had  bathed  the  old  man's  hand  with 
her  tears,  and  the  instruction  to  send  Ger- 
trude  prevented  her  b^ing  wholly  over- 
powered. 

.  Grertrude '  had  witnessed  the  state  in 
which  her  fatJier  and  mother  had  severally 
left  the  sick-room,  and  was  almost  frantic 
when  she  was  desired  to  approach  her  god- 
father.—-She  threw  herself,  on  her  knees 
by  the  bedside,  and  hid  her  face  in  the 
clothes. 

"  Witness,  my  beloved  child,  the  death- 
bed of  a  man  at  peace  with  himself.     Ger- 
trude, 
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trude,  be  firm — ^it  is  I  that  am  the  suffer* 
er;  I  Have  to  part  with  many,  without 
whom  existence  would  have  been  a  bur- 
den; you  only  lose  a  solitary  individual, 
whose  years,  in  the  course  of  nature^  were 
drawing  to  a  close.  I  have  nothing  to  be- 
queath to  you,  Gertrude,  but  my  pension- 
ers ;  they  will  not,  I  hope,  have  to  r^ret 
the  change  of  hands  by  which  their  wants 
are .  satisfied,  for  I  leave  them,  my  child, 
to  your  care.  Listen  now,  my  child,  to 
the  last  advice  of  a  sincere  friend:  Barter 
not  your  h^piness  for  splendour ;  let  nae- 
rit  alone  guide  you  in  your  choice,-  and 
^ve  not  your  hand  where  your  heart  can* 
not  r^t  with  the  approbation  of '^its 
owner.  Your  fether  and  mother  will  never, 
I  am  convinced,  endeavour  to  force  your , 
inclinations;  but  let  not  your  hasty  judg- 
ment lead  you  to  adopt  a  line  of  conduct 
which  their  experience  in  life  may  teach 
them  to  condemn.  Passion,  my  dear  girl, 
is  tQo  frequently  the  enemy  of  reason ;  do 
not,  however,  discourage  the  one,  but  be 

guided- 
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guided  by  the  other.  Let  ^aae,  my  child, 
moisten  my  lips  from  your  liand^^I  begin 
to  feel  exhausted/' 

Gertrude  had  repressed  the  riaing  throbs 
till  her  heart  was  bursting.  She  rose  from 
h^  position,  and  handed  her  god&ther 
some  weak  lemonade;  she  received  the* 
glass  b^^  again,  bat  her  feelings  overcame 
her  reascMi,  and  she  was  but  just  enabled 
to  ring  the  J^ell,  ere  ahe  sunk  Weless  upon 
the  ikx>r. 

Herlj^rt  «id  Matilda,  with  Mr.  Mar*- 
shall  and  the  nurse,  rushed  iqt^  the  room* 
The  three  former  carried  Gertrude  into  4i 
purer  air,  while  the  latter  attended  the 
i^ck  mari,  who  w^  lying  back  on  the  pil- 
low, almost  senseless  from  his  agitation  and 
Exertions. 

The  nurse  bathed  his  temples,  and  ap- 
plied some  restoratives,  which  the  physi- 
dan,  hopeless  of  cure,  had  left,  to  give  a  ^ 
temporary  relief  to  the  su£Pmng  patient 
Tl^y  had  the  desired  e^flfect ;  in  a  few  mi-* 
nates  be  recovered  fa^  aeeeolteotion,  and^- 

sensible 
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sensible  of  approaching  dissolution,  desired 
that  Mr.  Marshall  might  be  called,  and 
that  they  might  continue  together  undis- 
turbed. 

Simpson  first  took  his  leave  of  the  rec- 
tor, as  he  had  done  of  the  others,  and  then 
defiise4  the  ftrofessional  .assistance  of  the 
divine.  Mr.  Marshall  went  through  the 
sendee,  ^and  itt  ihe  .dose  perceived  l^t  th6 
dying  man  had  fainted  awi^ ;  the  bell  was 
again Tuiig>*«*4^rtcude.wa^  foremost  in  the 
nee:  the  testofsSyss  were  ^applied  in  vimi 
-^*wSimpfi0n  stmggled  for  breath,  And  Gev^ 
trude^t 'behind  and  suppwted  him:  the 
eyes  for  all  instant  wene  openedr^-^faey 
wace'itucned  fisom  the  left  to  the  light,  on 
t^weqfmig  attendants  upon  the  o^uch  of 
death ;  they  rested  for  a  moment  upon 
Gertrude,  wh«ice  they  were  dhtectod  to- 
wards Heskven,  and  while  they  contmued. 
in  timt  position,  the  good  (Ad  man  drew, 
his  last  breath  In  the  arms  of  his  beloved 
god-daughter. 

♦     , 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Straining  at  a  Gnat,  but  not  swallozeing  a  CnmeL 

The  death  of  Simpson,  which  at  the  mo* 
ment  it  happened  was  .as  unexpected  as  it 
was  sincerdy  d^lored  by  those  who  well 
knew  how  to  estimate  Ws  worth,  com^ 
pletely  deranged  the  plans  which  the 
Beauchamp  family  had  formed  for  the 
ensuing  London  campaign,  shut  as  sir 
Herbert  had  been  long  the  proprietor  of  a 
noble  mansion  in  Upper  Brook-street, 
Grosvenor-square,  the  change  of  circum- 
stances effected  but  little  alteration, 
either  in  the  establishment  in  London, 
or  in  that  at  Beauchamp :  the  intention 
of  proceeding  to  town  could  at  any  time 
be  resumed  at  a  short  notice. 

In  the  meanwhile^  Beauchamp  Hall  be- 

cadie. 
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came,  in  the  strictest  interpretation  of  the 
words,  the  mansion  of  sorrow  and  the 
house  of  mourning.  There  lyas  not  an 
individual  in  the  family  who  did  not  sin- 
cerely regret  the  loss  of  a  kind  hand,  which 
was  constantly  following  the  dictates  of  a 
benevolent  heart.  During  the  many 
years  that  the  ravages  of  disease,  which 
increased  as  time  passed  on,  were  making 
^ick  advances  in  leading  the  worthy  Simp- 
son towards  the  grave,  the  old  man  had 
bore  the  pains  with  which  he  was  inflict. 
ed,  and  the  weakness  with  which  he  ivas 
visited^  v^th  unexampled  equanimity  of 
tempen  For  trivial  acts  of  kindness  he. 
was  bountiful  in  his  thanks,  and  whenever 
he  conceived  that  he  had  occasioned  the 
slightest  additional  trouble,  he  was  not 
contented  with  verbal  acknowledgments,- 
but  gave  more  solid  proofs  of  gratitude 
with  his  purse.  His  wishes  were  often  anti- 
cipated, and  his  derires  weire  instantly  obey- 
ed ;  commands'  in  all  cases  Were  unneces- 
sary, foF  obedience  was  eVw  ready  to  pw- 
voL.  III.  G  from 
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form  the  intimations  of  his  wiU,  convey ed, 
as  they  always  were,  with  a  tone  and  man- 
ner more  allied  to  friendship  than  to  su- 
pericHity  •of  condition.  Happy  was  the 
individual  whose  duty  placed  him  in  the 
way  of  aijoying  the  regards  of  Mr.  Simp- 
son, for  such  was  always  the  lot  of  those 
who  administered  to  his  comforts. 

Sir  Herbert  had  often  pressed  the  old 
man  to  make  some  inquuies  respecting  his 
relatives,  but  he  ccmiStantly  asserted  that 
he  had  none ;  sometimes,  however  quall- 
fyuig  the  expression  by  adding — ^None 
that  could  have  the  least  possible  claim 
upon  him.  Simpson/  like  many  others 
who  had  been  the  founders  of  their  own 
fortunesi  could  entertain  but  slender  obli* 
gation  to  parents  or  relations ;  to  the  for- 
mer, it  was  true,  he  was  indebted  fbr  his 
having  been  in  the  world  at  all,  and  to  the 
latter  he  may  \>e  said  to  be  obliged  for  the 
fortune  which ,  he  had  accumulated,  for 
they  had  turned  him  from'  their  doors  to 
seek  it,  and,  if  he  couldj  to  obtain  it    The 

.    old 
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old  man  sometimes  used  to  acknowledge 
his  obligations  to  those  on  whom  naturr  ^ 
had  given  him  the  endearing  claims* of., 
hlood^  by  saying,  that  had  they  been  kind  ^ 
enough  to  have  preserved  him  from  star-t 
vation,  and  .to  have  sheltered  him  in  a  , 
state  of  abject  dependence,  his  strength  ^ 
and  vigouf  would  have  been  consumed  in 
tolling  for  others  instead  of  for  himself. 

From  the  first  dawning  of  his  kindness, 
the  Beauchamps  had  considered  him  as  a 
second  parent,  and  had  looked  upon  him  as 
entitled  to  all  the  duty  and  veneration 
of    a    first      They    felt    that    nothing 
could  repay  the  services  of  the  man  who 
had  been  their  preserver  and  supporter  in 
the  hour  of  distress  and  peril,  and  when 
the  rest  of  the  world  was  to  them  as  a  per* 
feet  plank.    Deserted  by  his  father,  plun« 
dered  by  a  Mtlnless  JHend^  and  having  no   . 
other  view  before  him  than  the  completion 
of  his  misery,  Herbert  had  been  removed' 
from  despair  to  happiness — ^fix)m  poverty 
to  wealth.     Simpson  had  regarded  the 

G  2  Beauchamps 
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Beauchatnps  as  his  children  when  the 
world  frowned  upon  them,  and  he  was 
their  father  when  it  smiled  upon  them. 
TJie.  knot  which  had  linked  them  toge- 
ther was  indissoluble,  and  was  perhaps 
the  stronger  for  being  the  work  of  inclina- 
tion, prompted  indeed  by  gratitude^  but 
sealed  by  independence. 

The  ardent  affection  which  the  old  man 
bore  towards  Gertrude  was  amply  repaid 
by  veneration  on  her  part,  almost  amount* 
ing  to  idolatry.  From  the  dawn  of  her . 
life,,  her  gpdfether  had  been  her  almost 
constant  companipn^  and,  with  the  exqep- 
tion  of  the  short  time  that  Arthur  remain- 
ed .with  them, ,  had  been  her  only  playfel- 
low. ,  Gertrude  was  Uvely,  and  dehghted 
in  little  mischievous  pranks,  which  the 
glistening  eyes  of  Simpson  approved  while 
the  shake  of  his  head  forbade :  she  was  his 
torment,  but  only  because  her  tea^ings  ^ 
were  rewarded  with  caresses;  he  w^.  her 
refuge  from  the  just  anger  of  her  parents, 
»d  fa  :^  in  .storing  iTmony , 

and 
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and  obtaining  forgiveness,  dt  the  same 
time  becoming  the  "guarantee  fbr  her  fli- 
ture  good  behaviour.  As  she  advanced  in 
years,  she  was  taught  the  extent  of  her  ob- 
ligations: her  playfulness  was  only  exerted 
to  afford  amusement  ant?  beguile  the  time, 
while  her  thoughts  were  constantly  em- 
ployed on  the  means  of  enlarging  the'n^- 
Tow  circle  of  her  godfether's  pleasures. 

Afler  the  usual  time  which  propriety 
has  laid  down,  the  body  of  the  good  old 
man  was  lodged  in  the  family  vault  at 
Beauchamp;  the  funeral  rites  were  cele- 
brated'with  every  magnificence  short  of  os- 
tentation. A  pompous  funeral  might  serve 
the  purpose  of  those  who  have  little  else 
to  excite  regard;  or  it  may  appear  becom- 
ing where  show  and  splendour  are  to  re- 
conijpense  the  dead  for  injuries  inflicted 
when  living.  The  starving  poet  has  freu 
quently  had  that  lavished  upon  conduct* 
ing  his  useless  remains  to  the  grave  which 
might  long  have  preserved  his  genius,  to 
the  delight  and  instruction  of  mankind. 

a  8  The 
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The  mourners  of  Simpson  were  mourners 
in  heart ;  the  garb  of  woe  was  everywhere 
assumed  by  those  whose  means  allowed 
them  to  honour  virtue^  and  to  treat  bene* 
volence  with  every  outward  mark  of  re- 
spect; but  the  semblance  was  little  ne- 
cessary when  every  thing  bore  the  marks 
of  sad  reality. 

The  last  obsequies  paid  to  the  deceased,, 
sir  Herbert  Beauchamp  proceeded  to  exe« 
cute  his  dying  intentions.  The  first  im- 
pression which  arose  in  the  baronet's  mii^d 
was^  that  the  pride  of  Arthur  Manfred 
would  be  offended,  if  he  thought  that  the 

.  legacy  of  his  benefactor  came  to  him  by 
any  indirect  channeL  If  the  will  were 
produced  and  publicly  known,  he  was 
fearful  that  Arthur  would  consider  the 

^  property  as  a  gift  from  himself,  to  which 
he  might  not  allow  himself  by  any  means 
to  be  entitled.  It  was  true,  that  the  xcord 
of  both  the  baronet  and  the  rector  would 
have  explained  the  reasons  which  tempt- 
ed Simpson  to  dispense  at  such  a  time 

with 
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vrith  the  painful  trouble  of  making  afresh 
distribution  of  his  -property ,  and  Arthur 
•would  have  held  their  testimony  undoubt- 
ed. Still,  however,  the  will  expressed  it- 
self so  decidedly  towards  sir  Herbert,  that 
-^a  suspicion  might  have  been  engendered 
'in  the  mind  of  a  proud  and  independent 
spirit,  tending  to  encourage  a  belief  that 
the  baronet  had  adopted  that  mode  of  con- 
ferring his  bounty,  and  of  concealing  from 
the  object  of  it  the  extent  of  the  obliga- 
tion. 

'  It  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Marshall  should 
announce  to  Arthur  the  death  of  his  bene- 
factor, with  the  bequest  whicfi  had  been 
made  jointly  to  himself  and  Gertrude. 
•Arthur  was  likewise  informed  that  the 
property  was  chiefly  of  a  personal  descrip- 
tion, and  that  it  would  pbssibly  be  requi- 
site to  take  immediate  steps  in  turfting  it 
to  the  best  advantage.  Mr.  Marshall  con- 
i^luided  that  part  of  his  letter  with  recbm- 
mending  that  in  case  his  absence  was 
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.  likely  to  continue  any  conaidetable  ^m9, 
•  he  should  invest  :Some  person  with  tibe 
.necessaiy  powers  to  act  on  his  behaH; 
.The  w<»thy  rector  then  condoled  with 
.^ihe  fieutenant  cm  the  loss  which  all  of 
!them  had  sustained,  but  con^^ulated  Ar- 
rthur  on  his  becoming  possessed  of  an  in^ 
:5dep^idaice,  sweet  in  itself,  but  doubly 
.endeared  fipm  the  source  whence  it  w^ 
;derived. 

The  bairoBet  and  his  &iend  men  wtU 
aware  that  the  requisite  powers  would  b^ 
ienttTUsted  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  tfaenu 
Jt  was  not  very  iikely,  they  ^  calculate4» 
;that  a  youth  would  dive  loiinutely  intu 
.drcun^itiuices,  where  tibe  ^parties  with 
,who9i  r  he  was  concerned  had  mich  un* 
.bounded  didms  upon  'his  confidence.  A 
discovery  could  only  ensixe  from  on 
inspection  of  the  will  at  the  Commans^ 
an  event  th^  conceived  very  improbable ; 
and  even  a  discovery  in  that' way  was  not 
likely  to  take  place  until  after  Arthur 

must 


^ust  have  been  for  some  time  in  the  fUH 
possession  of  his  riches,  and  had  been  re- 
conciled to  the  use  of  them. 
•  It  was  the  universal  opinion  of  such  as 
took  the  trouble  to  think  at  all  upon  the 
subjiect,  that  the  property  of  the  old  man 
would  be  left  to  his  god-daughter ;  the 
probation  of  the  will  on  the  part  of  the 
baronet  was  therefore  not  calculated  to 
excite  any  surprise  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Indited,  it  generally  happens,  that  where 
nothing  is  expected,  ^nd  with  those  to 
whom  nothing  is  left,  the  recollection  of 
the  will  fades  as  rapidly  as  the  memory  of 
the  testator. 

•         •  •         • 

As  there  was  nothing  to  impede  the  ba* 
ronet  from  taking  immediate  possession 
of  the  property,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
sUl  equitable  partition,  and  of  investing 
Arthur  with  his  share  as  soon  as  possible^ 
sir  Herbert  proposed  to  Mr.  Marshall  that 
they  should  proceed  to  the  proof  of  the 
trill,  arid  to  the  correct  ascertainment  o{ 
the  worldly  wealth  of  the  deceased.    Th6 

G  5  rector 
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rector  represented  the  situaticm  of  the  fe- 
males during  their  absence ;  and  although 
it  was  determined  that  the  present  Lon- 
don season  should  be  wholly  abandoned, 
the  baronet  acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of 
making  his  wife  and  Gertrude  the  com- 
panions of  their  journey.  A  change  of 
scene  would  prevent  their  minds  from 
dwelling  upon  the  melancholy  recollec- 
tions which  a  continuance  at  Beauchamp 
would  have  created,  particularly  when 
left  to  themselves. 

In  about  a  month  from  the  time  of  the 
funeral,  the  Beauchamp  family,  with  My. 
Marshall,  directed  their  steps  towards  the 
metropolis.  With  the  round  of  company 
into  whicb  they  had  been  plunged,  it 
.would  have  been  impossible  to  have  per- 
severed  in  the  intention  of  remaining  iiu 
cognito  during  their  stay,  in  case  -they 
had  fixed  their  residence  at  their  own 
mansion.  The  imperious  laws  of  fashion 
would  have  required  the  announcement 
of  jtheir  arrival  in  the  Morning  Post,  and, 

the 
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the  routine  of  visits  must  have  heen  paid 
and  received,  under  the  penalty  of  de^ 
nunoiation  from  the  leaders  and  followers 
of  the  ton. '  As  they  intended  to  remain 
in  London  no  longer  than  was  required 
for  the  arrangement  of  the  business,  apart^ 
ments  were  procured  in  a  part  of  the  town 
devoted  to  order  and  regularity,  com- 
pletely removed  from  the  contagion  oF 
fashionable  vices  and  fashionable  follies. 

The  first  step  was  to  get  at  tihe  cor- 
rect knowledge  of  the  personal  propert)^, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the 
legacy  duty.  This  was  a  more  difficult' 
task  than  was  at  fifrst  imagined.  A  consi- 
derable part  of  the  income  was,  as  has  been 
before  mentioned,  derived  fix>iii  houses  rf* 
which  he  was  the  lessee.  Many  of  the 
leases  had  expired,  many  more  were  a1x)ut 
expiring,  and  the  residue  were  held  for 
various  terms,  each  varying  in  their  value. 
The  fimded  property  was  considerable, 
but  of  late  years  the  old  man  had  depart- 
ed from  his  usual  regularity.    As  he  em- 

06  ployed 
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^lAoyei  no  .banker,  md  was  continnallf 
i^anging  Tm  broker,  to  distxibute,  as  he 
psed  to  say,  his  favours  equally,  no  means 
^xjisted  amoiig  his  own  papers  of  knowing 
fn  what  funds  his  mon^  had  been  invest- 
fii;  and,  to  render  ttie  matter  still  more  per^ 
plexing,  his  memory  had  at  times  failed 
him,  and  he  had  given  directions  for  the 
purchase  in  funds  in  which  he  had  not  be- 
fore bc^n  a  buyer  of  stock.  The  person 
.who  reoeived  his  rents  in  town  was  applied 
to,  biit  he  could  afford  no  further  informa- 
tion than  what  had  been  already  obtained 
froip  the  leases.  It  was  his  custom  to  re^ 
Ifiit  th^  ainount  which  he  had  collected^ 
and  to  receive  his  discharge,  and  it  was  the 
custom  of  Simp^n  to  remit  the  cash  as  he 
recciived  it  to  some  broker^  with  his  direc- 
tions  to  employ  it 

Notwithstanding  the  liberality  of.hia 
disposition,  he  was  tenacious  in  concealing 
the  amount  of  his  wealth ;  and  when  he 
.found  hims^f  imable  to  pay  his  accustom- 
ed vifit  to  the  metropolis,^  xather  than 

give 
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f^e  a  power  to  reo^ve  his  dhridends,  he 
had  suflPesred  them  to  remain  unclaiified. 
Independent  of  what  Simpson  had  himself 
purchased,  the  baronet,  on  arriving  at  the 
possessian  of  his  paternal  estates,  had  in- 
vested a  sum,  equal  to  what  he  considered 
the  amount  of  his  pecuniary  oUigations^ 
in  East  India  stock,  of  which  Simpson  had 
always  expressed  a  great  disUke.  To  this 
he  had  added,  fix>m  time  to  time,  thb  proi- 
ceeds  of  the  property  whidi  Simpson  had 
formeily  transferred  to  his  own  use,  but 
which  the  old  man  had  reluctantly  reoeivi- 
ed  back  again,  at  the  same  time  declaring^ 
that  unless  Herbert  chose  to  Jfeceiye  the 
proceeds,  they  should  be  at  the  service  of 
such  as  chose  to  take  then).  Herbert  ii¥- 
dulged  the  oM  man,  but  appliied  the  income 
in  the  way  we  have  just  mentioned. 

After  muich  trouble  and  investigation, 
.ihey  were  prepared  to  value  the  peraoiMil 
property  at  between  ninety  and  a  hundred 
thousand  pounds.  The  freehdid  property 
was  confined  to  an  estate  produeiog  about 

g6  seven 
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seven  huni-ed  per  annum,  of  which  he 
haJ  become  the  purchaser,  with  the  in* 
tention  of  seeking  happiness  in  rural  en^ 
joyment ;  but  once  seated  there,  he  soon 
found  that  sylvan  shades  were  framed  for 
sylvan  minds,  and  that  a  life  of  bustle  and 
activity  was  a  bad  preparative  for  the  re- 
lish of  solitary  tranquillity.  There  was  no 
window  in  his  country-house  which  conl* 
manded  a  dusty  road,  and  Simpson  easily 
discovered  that  his  geese  and*  his  turkies, 
his  trees  and  his  cabbages,  varied  but  lit- 
tle one  day  from  what  they  were  on  the 
day  preceding. 

'.  With  the  assistance  of  a  professionsd 
man,  a  division  was  made  of  every  thing 
but  the  freehold,  which  the  baronet 
thought  might  be  either  sold,  or  that  Ar- 
thur might  be  permitted  to  keep  it  to 
Jiimself  Nothing  n6vr  remained'  but  the 
/imthority  of  Arthur  to  ^ffbrd  to  tife  pto^ 
ceedings  a  legal  sanction;  this  the  party 
anxiously  expected,  and  of  this  they  had 
resolved  to  aw^ait  the  arrival. 

The 
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The  baronet  had  not  acquainted  either 
his  wife  or  his  daughter  with  the  real  state 
of  the  case.  They  both  viewed  Arthur's 
acquisition  of  wealth  with  the  greatest  sa- 
tisfaction ;  and  Gertrude  in  particular  was 
delighted  at  the  conduct  of  her  godfatlier, 
wholiad  thus  countenanced  the  high  opi* 
nion  she  entertained  of  ^  the  young  hero. 
— She  gloried  in  the  idea  of  his  indepen- 
dence^  and  secretly  flattered  herself,  that 
as  miany  of  the  distinctions  between  them 
were  now  removed,  they  were  more  upon 
terms  qf  equality,  and  that  she  might 
now  join  in  the  praises  which  she  every* 
whece  heard  without  betraying  tlie  state 

of  her  mind,  which  she  herself  dreaded  to 

* 

inspect  As  his  riches  had  flowed  firom 
her  godfather,  it  would  be  considered  ap 
magnanimity,  on  the  certain  presumption 
that  what  had  been  bestowed  on  Arthur 
would  otherwise  have  been  her  own. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


Being  a  Chapter  chiefly  devoted  to  a  Disqni- 
sition  vpon  the  rare  Advantages  of  Friend' 
ship. 

"  Jb  the  reverend  Mr.  MarshaS. 

"  I  should  do  but  little  credit^" 
my  worthy  friend,  to  the  principles  which 
it  was  your  care  to  instil  into  my  mind, 
during  the  short  period  in  which  I  had 
the  advantage  of  your  kind  admonition^, 
if  i  suffered  a  moment  to  elapse  in  offer- 
ing the  tribute  of  iriy  gratitude  to  the  me- 
mory of  that  amiable  and  benevolent  mafi, 
who  received  me,  friendlete  and  forloni, 
under  his  |>rotection,  and  who,  hot  cori- 
tented  with  bestowing  his  encouragement 
on  the  orphan  his  bounty  had  provided 

with  a  home,  has  now  seciu^d  him,  by  the 

gift 
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rgift  of  a  iK)ble  independence,  from  the  ap» 
.prdienskm  even  of  earthly  wants. 

**  The  life  of  a  sailw,  you,  my  dear  sir, 
must  be  well  awi^,  can  allow  but  few  in- 
4errals  for  t^tody  of  any  kind,  and  fewer 
*a(iU  for  indulging  in  thoughts  not  con« 
Elected  with  his .  profession.  To  express 
4ny  feelings  on  the  {»^sent  occasion  is  im- 
poissible ;  the  limited  command  of  Ian- 
'jguage  which  my  habits  in  life  have  afford- 
ed me,  is  veiy,  very  inadequate  to  the  re* 
.dtal  of  them ;  <I  must  therefore  content 
l^yseif  with  again  expressing  my  grati* 
tude,  and  with  leaving  it  to  yourself,  an^ 
40'my  most  vsJiued  friends  at  Beaucfaamp^ 
to  judge  of  my  heart  by  their  own, 

**  To  say  that  any  thing  more  had  been 
panted  to  impress  upon  Arthur  Man- 
fred's mind  the  weight  of  his  obligations  to 
4he  benevolent  deceased  would  be  doing 
liim  an  injustice ;  but  it  is  possible,  and,  I 
think,  almost  certain,  that  neither  you  nor 
«ir  Herbert  are  at  all  aware  that,  from  the 
'first  mcHnent  of  his  becoming  acc^uainted 

with 
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'with  my  situation  in  India,  his  bounty  hfii 
flowed  in  a  regular  course,  joined,  how- 
iever,  with  a  request  that  the  transactions 
between  us  should  be  confined  to  ourselves 
alone.  I  received  these  testitoonies  of  bis 
regard  with  sensations  of  delight — ^ttot  fbt 
their  pecuniary  worth,  but  because  they 
raised  me  in  my  own  esteem.  To  the 
poor  man,  riches  are  viewed  as  ^  blessing 
— to  a  good  man  they  are  the  means  of 
conferring  happiness  around  him ;  I  ac- 
knowledge the  first,  and  I  hope  now  to 
•prove  my  self  worthy  of  being  classed  witlk 
the  second.  . 

**  You  tell  me  that  a  power  of  attorney 
is  necessary — ^as  such,  I  have  obtained, 
leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days,  and  have 
complied  with  ,the  forms  which  a  notary  of 
this  place  has  dictated.  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  adding  the  name  of  sir  Herbert 
Beauchamp  to  your  own,  and  indeed  I 
ought  to  apologize  for  trespassing  upon 
'you ;  but  you  know  my  situation,  and  you 

# 

ere  fully  aware  that,  with  the  exception  of 
»  yourselves^ 
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yourselvcsy  I  hav«  now  no  firiend  in  the 
world  to  whom  I  could  venture  to  appeal^ 
under  such  drcuoistances. 

**  In  addition  to  the  trouble  you  have 
al;ready  had,  I  have  still  further  to  in- 
croach  upon  you— it  is  to  be  my  mediator 
ivith  sir  Herbert.  Mr.  Simpson,  I  am  in* 
dined  to  think,  was  the  possessor  of  a  free- 
hold estate ;  if  I  am  right  in  my  conjec- 
ture, and  if  the  intentions  of  Mr.  Simpson 
were  that  my  share  should  extend  to  that 
as  Tirell  as  to  the  other  part  of  his  riches,  I 
.  humbly  request  that  what  I  am  anxious 
should  be  a  lasting  monument  of  my  be- 
ne&ctor  might  continue  undivided.  I  fear 
^  Herbert  would  be  offended  if  I  were  to 
request  l^m  to  add  it  to  Miss  Beauchamp's 
portion,  and  he  will  perhaps  be  still  more 
so  at  my  presumption  in  being  desirous  of 
indulging  in  the  conscious  pride  of  pos- 
sessing^ in  conjunction  with  Miss  Beau- 
diamp,  a  pledge  of  the  good  opinion  with 
which  the  former  owner  viewed  us  both. 

**  On  this  subject  I  will  only  add,  that 

the 
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the  arrangements  which  are  made  by  thow 
vrhom  it  is  my  greatest  glory  to  odl  my 
fViends,  wiU  be  in  the  highest  degr^  satis* 
-fedory  to  me,  conscious  as  I  am  of  their 
regaird  to  me,  and  of  their  uprightness. 

"  I  must  get  you,  my  good  sir,  to  con- 
Tey  to  sir  Herbert  and '  lady  Beaucham'p, 
as  well  as  to  Miss  Beauchamp,  the  assu- 
rances of  my  most  profound  respect,  ahd 
iipon  this  occasion  I  must  resort  to  you  to 
supply  me  with  words,  expressive  of  my 
feelings,  for  I  declare  my  inability  to  coh- 
Tey  them  'as  my  heart  would  dictate^  Of 
that  heart  you  once  entertained  a  godd 
o^l^ihion,  and  I  fervently  hope  that  I  hate 
as  yet  done  nothing  to  forfeit  your  €f&* 
teem. 

"  I  write  this  from  Xeghom,  it  halving 
been  the  nearest  port  at  which  1  could  prb- 
cure  legal  assistance;  but  as  our  destin^ 
tion  is  at  present  uncertain,  if  what  I  have 
sent  ifj  not  sufficient,  the  Admiralty  will 
furnish  you  with  the  necessary  direction. 

*<  My  exploits,  as  you  are  pleased  to  call 

them« 
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them,  are  too  uninteresting  to  be  wordiy 
of  either  transcription  or  perusal;  we  will 
therefore  leave  them  to  the  first  winter* 

V 

evening  that  I  can  spend  at  Beauchamp. 
•*  With  the  sincerest  r^ard,  I  remain^ 
**  My  dear  sir, 

•*  Your  ever  grateful 

"  Arthur  Manfred. 
**  As  my  life  is  uncertdn,  and  as  Provi- 
dence has  thought  fit  to  leave  my  birth  in 
obscurity,  I  have  troubled  you  with  my 
wiU;  I  am  perhaps  of  a  proper  age  to 
midce  one — at  all  events^  I  fear  it  will  be 
difficult  to  prove  tha|  I  am  not. 

••A.M.'* 


On  the  receipt  of  Arthur's  expected  let* 
tar,  the  baronet  and  Mr.  Marshall  proceed- 
ed to  the  distribution  of  the  property,  and 
to  the.  fulfilment  of  all  the  other  wishes 
of  the  deceased.  The  estate  at  Marston 
hfd  been  yisited  by  sir  Herbert  during  the 
early,  part  of  .his  residence  witb  Simpson ; 

he 
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lie  Had  admired  the  neatness  of  a  small 
mansion-house,  which  approached  nearly 
te  elegance.  That  Arthur,  therefore,  on 
his  return  might  be  in  no  want  of  a  resi- 
dence, it  was  agreed  that  a  lease  sihould  be 
granted  him  of  Gertrude's  moiety,  during 
his  life,  at  the  same  rate  of  rent  which  was 
paid  by  its  present  inhabitant,  whose  term 
had  just  expired. 

The  monied  property  of  the  old  bache- 
lor was  now  transferred  from  the  various 
funds  in  which  it  had  been  invested,  to  the 
names  of  Arthur  and  sir  Herbert,  in  the 
three  per  cer\ts.  and  exactly  divided  be- 
tween th^m.  The  same  was  done  with 
the  houses,  balancing  the  income  and  ex- 
pectations as  near  as  possible  ;  and,  as- 
soon  as  the  conveyances  were  completed, 
a  person  of  undoubted  integrity  was  called 
in,  to  certify  to  Mr.  Manfred  that  his  in- 
terest had  in  no  case  been  neglected.  Such 
a  step  was  perhaps  unnecessary,  but  it  was 
what  they  conceived  to  be  due  to  a  person 
of  Arthurs  extreme  sensibility. 

During 

\ 
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During  their  stay  in  London,  the  in- 
quiries of  sir  Herbert  had  been  frequently 
directed  to  the  Admiralty,  concerning  his 
yoimg  friend,  Eveiy  arrival  from  the 
Mediterranean  brought  fresh  accounts  of 
his  activity  and  enterprize,  and  he  was 
considered  by  the  heads  of  the  naval  de- 
partment as  one  of  the  most  promising  of- 
ficers in  his  Majesty's  service.  It  was  a 
raatter  of  regret  that  his  extreme  youth 
did  not  admit  of  a  more  rapid  advance- 
ment 
.  The  business  in  town  being  now  brought 
to  a  conclusi(»i,  the  party  returned  to- 
wards Beauchamp.  As  they  approached 
the  house,  every  object  was  viewed  with 
a  lively  sorrow,  as  it  served  to  remind  them 
of  him  for  whom  they  mourned*  An 
overwhelming  listlessness  took  possession 
of  every  one :  a  certain  charm,  that  used 
to  give  an  air  of  bustle  to  the  establish- 
ment^ was  wanting ;  the  relaxation  which 
the  absence  of  the  old  man  allowed  to  a  few 
.  wag 
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was  felt  by  all,  and  all  seemed  sunk  in  a 
tedious  vacuum. 

The  families  with,  whom  the  Beau* 
champs  had  usually  associated,  when  in 
London,  and  who  took  up  their  occasional 
residence  in  the  neighbourhood  of  sir  Her- 
bert's town-house,  were  likely  to  leave 
them  free  fix>m  perscmel  molestation  for 
many  months  to  come.  They  were  not, 
however,  entirely  clear  of  petty  annoyance. 
The  absence  of  lady  Beaudiamp  frmn  the 
London  drde  was  attributed  to  her  ill 
success  at  faro  in  the  preceding  season, 
although  poor  Matilda  was  as  innocent  of 
gaming  as  she  was  of  politics.  Sir  Her- 
bert was  pitied  in  having  been  duped  to 
the  support  of  a  peevish  old  man,  for  so 
many  years,  in  expectation  of  a  thumping 
legacy. 

**  Well,  I  really  thought,  my^dear  ma- 
dam," observed  Mrs.  Pimento  to  the  lady 
of  a  Demerara  planter,  *^  that  Mr.  Simp* 
son  was  worth  money  .^ 

«  You 


**  You  may  dejj^ettd  upott  It,  injr  Sweet 
inend,"  replied  an  almost  inseparable  com- 
panion, **  that  the  Terjr  reverse  is  the  feet ; 
the  Beauchamps  have  not  only  mftititain- 
ed  the  old  man  for  several  years,  but  poor 
shr  Herbert,  in  the  foolish  hop^  tbat  there 
was  some  property,  which  he  was  alwayft 
led  to  believe,  has  been  ^awn  in  to  be- 
come answerable  for  debts  to  a  vefy  con* 
siderable  amount    I  have  it  from  the  most 
undoubted  authority,  fi»r  one  of  my  house- 
maids is  distantly  related  to  the  porter  of 
sir  Herbert's  lawyer,  and  I  can  assure  you. 
that  the  Beauchamps  have  been  a  long 
time  in  London,  to  avoid  being  served, 
with  any  legal  proceedings,  and  have  been 
lodging,  for  dieapness,  at  a  chandlerVshop 
in  St.  Giles's." 
*^  I  am  really  sorry  to  hear  of  it.** 
**  Not  more,  my  dear  creature,  than  I 
am  to  relate  it — ^But  it  is  well  for  sir  Her* 
bert  that  bis  person  is  protected,  for  I  am 
told  that  all  the  moveables  are  consigned 
over  for  the  benefit  of  creditors^  and  that 
'    VOL,  HI.  H  there 
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there  is  not  the  slightest  chance  of  his  be- 
ing re-elected  for ,  for  it  is  a  well- 

known  fact,  that  the  fees — ^you  know  what 
I  mean — at  the  last  election  have  never 
been  cleared  off.*' 

*'  WeU,  I  declare  the  world  is  made  up 
of  strange  materials — all  ups  and  downs. 
I  thought  nothing  but  poverty  could  have 
kept  a  dissipated  woman  like  lady  Beau- 
champ  out  of  the  gay  world  in  the  season. 
I  am  sorry^for  Miss  Beauchamp,  for  she  js 
a  niceish  girl  ■     ■"' 

"  Niceish  girl,  Mrs.  Pimento !  I  think 
she  is  x)ne  of  the  most  lovely  young  wo- 
megR  in  England:  such  eyes-*— sudi  fea- 
tures— such  a  form— ^nd  such  complexion 
•—and  then  so  accomplished  T' 

•**  Yes,  it  was  only  the  other  day  that  | 
was  observing  to  lady  Cafrots,  that  I  thought 
Miss  Beauchamp  was  almost  as  handsome 
as  my  Susan."  / 

"  Your  Susan,  madam !  why  you  surely 
do  not  mean  to  put  your  Susan's  baijdy- 
legs^  red  hair^  and  squinting  eye^  in  com- 
parison 
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|iarison  with  such  a  model  of  feinale  per- 
fection ?** 

*'  Really,  madam,  I  can  only  account 
for  this  rudeness  from  your  utter  want  of 
sense  and  taste ;  but  it  is  fortunate  that  I 
have. both  the  ability,  madam,  and  the  in* 
dination,  madam,  to  instruct  you  in  what 
real  beauty  consists,  madam !  If  you  had 
travelled,  madam,  instead  of  being  tied  all 
your  life  behind  a  counter,  you  might 
have  observed  that  the  legs  of  the  Venus 
de  Medici,  madam,  have  quite  as  graceful 
a  bend  as  my  Susan's." 

^  True,  madam,  but  then  you  wiU  please 
to  recoUeet  that  the  grojcejvl  bend  is  mot 
exactly  the  same  way.*' 

«  You  are  extremely  scurrilous,  ipadam. 
but  I  am  above  it,  madam — Miss  Susan. 
Pimento  does  not  inquire  a  defender  of 
her  charms.  Her  auburn  hsax — auburn, 
madam,  has  excited  universal  admiration 
— ^and  it  was  oidy  yesterday,  when  she 
was  sitting  for  her  portrait  to  sir  William 
Daub,  that  the  painter  made  a  remark 

h2  upon 
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upon  the  bewitching  vivacity  which  that 
peculiar  expression  of  her  eye,  which  you 
are  plei^fled  to  call  a  squint,  threw  over  the 
whdie  contour  of  her  features." 

•*  Pray,  u^idam,  did  you  ever  read  the 
fable  of  the  owl  and  the  eagle  ?" 

**  I  have,  madam;  and  to  convince. you 
that  I  have,  I  will  request  that  my  house 
may  not  be  disgraced  by  the  presefnoe  of  a 
slanderous,  back-biting,  abominable——-" 

^  What,  madam  ?" 

**  Old  woman." 

"  Old  woman,  indeed !  old  woman !  ha, 
ha !  he,  he !  old  wcnnan !  I  have  the  ho- 
nour of  wishing  a  good-day  to  the  mam« 
ma  of  the  lovely,  bandy-legged,  cajrotty- 
headed,  squinting  Miss  Pimento. — Old 
woman  too !" 

"  John,  shew  Mrs.  Crab  down  stairs, 
and  mind  that  I  am  never  at  home  to  her 
in  future."  ;. 

"  Is  the  porter,  madam,  to  take  her  from 
the  list  of  particular  fri^Kis,  aiid  put  her 
anywhere  elise?" 

"No, 


BEAUCHAMP.  14) 

*•  No,  he  is  to  put  her  nowhere ;  but  let 
him  shut  the  door  in  her  face." 

The  exertions  of  the  scandalous  tribe 
continued  with  unabated  vigour.  Great 
part  of  it  travell^  to  Beauchamp,  through 
tlie  medium  of  condolence,  or  **  only  think 
what  the  world  says."  The  haronet  and 
his  &inily  were  better  recondled  with  be- 
ing the  objects  of  detraction,  and  not  de- 
serving it»  than  of  meriting  abuse  and  e». 
caping  it  The  kindness  of  lady  Thirfield 
and  Miss  D'Unrof  in  this  respeqt  was  un* 
bounded :  in  pity  to  lady  Beauchamp» 
they  had  entered  into  a  regular  corre- 
spondence with  a  friend  in  London,  who 
transmitted  weekly  details  <  of  assertions 
and  opinions  on  the  Beauchamp  cause. 
The  viscountess  was  too  horror-struek  to 
permit  her  amiable  acquaintances  to  re- 
main in  ignorance  how  cruelly  they  were 
traduced. 

The  Beauchamps  were  perfectly  satis- 
fied of  the  course  which  the  scandal  had 
taken.      They    were    thooaselves    proof 

H  3  against 
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against  its  attacks,  and  they  rejoiced  that 
nothing  had  arisen  in  the  whole  farrago 'of 
lies  to  wound  the  delicacy  of  Arthur's 
mind.   . 

By  degrees  the  operations  of  time  w^re 
successful  in  weaning  their  minds  ftoat 
unavailing  sorrow.  They  had  neglected 
nothing  which  could  add  to  the  narrow 
curde  of  the  old  man's  enjoyments,  and 
gradually  learnt  to  content  themselves 
with  cherishing  his  memory. 

*  The  qpnng,  the  summer,  and  the  au- 
tumn,  soon  passed  away,  and  as  winter 
approached,  Gertrude's  attention  was 
again  directed  to  the  ceremony  which  the 
unexpected  decease  of  Simpson  had  post- 
poned. 

In  the  int^-val,  the  heiress  of  sir  Her- 
bert had  not  only  added  to  her  years  and 
stature,  but  likewise  to  the  brilliancy  of 
her  beauty.  The  preceding  months  of  re- 
tirement had  not  been  passed  in  vain,  for 
it  had  been  chiefly  devoted  to  a  course  of 
reading,  under  the  correct  and  tasteful  di- 
rection 
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rection  of  Mr.  Marshall  and  hex  hthet. 
It  would  perhaps  have  been  difficult  to 
have  selected  a  young  woman  more  cal-* 
eulated,  by  understanding  and  acquire- 
mentB,  to  play  a  distinguished  part  in  the 
£rand  theatre  of  life. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


0^»#^»»»<»»»#»»^^^i» 


In  which  the  Author  gives  his  Opinion  of  Female 

Beauty ;  not  by  any  means,  however ,  setting  it 

'  uptu  a  Standard  for  the  Taste  of  other  Peo^ 

As  the  incidents  which  occur  in  the  pro- 
gress of  a  journey  are  so  little  interesting, 
and,  moreover,  as  every  thing  that,  is  likely  • 
to  happen  in  travelling  from  one,  place  to 
another,  such  as  the  carelessness  of  post* 
boys,  the  rapacity  of  their  ma9t^,  the 

H  4  poisonous 
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pf^aQflpiv  ;qi)Al|tk8  €f  the  wwes,  the 
Vvetchedntiisstpf  ihe  codk&ry,  the  filthinesii 
fit  the  pooms,  the  badness  of  the  acoom- 
»odationi^  the  saudness  of  the  waiters^ 
the  pertness  of  chambermaids,;  the  sqrl^. 
ness  of  ostlers,  the  insplelice  pf  tuiTipike-> 
men— or,  if  matters  should  prove  otherwise, 
as  in  the  cases  of  cautious  driving,  mode- 
j-ate  charges,  genuine  liquors,  delicious  re- 
pasts^  cleanliijess  ;w]jidi  sui^ses,  accom- 
modations which  astonish,  civility  in  the 
male  attendants,  modesty  in  the  female, 
mildness  in  wiiat  issues  from  11*6  stable, 
jmd  urbanity  in  the  gate-keepers — all  th?se 
things  have  been  so  often  enumeratfd^  jen- 
larged,  and  dwelt  upon  at  such  consider- 
able length,  particularly  in  cases  where  a 
book  was  wanted  to  be  made  up  to  the 
regular  saleable  size  (which,  by-the-bye,  is 
ofteHer  the  case  than  people  in  general 
are  awafe,  not,  however,  meaning  thq  least 
allusion  to  ourselves),  that  we  should  be 
inclined  to  consider  k  us  a  waste  of  Qur 

labours. 
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labours,  and,  what  is  of  still  more  oonse^ 
quenee  to  us  (at  least  we  may  as  well  saj 
so  for  form's  sake),  an  abuse  of  our  read- 
ers' patience,  to  descant  at  all  upcm  such 
;aninteresting  topics. 

We  will  therefore  now  imagine  that  their 
journey '  to  London  is  accomplished,  with- 
out having  met  with  anything  to  impede 
their  waly,  and  that  the  Beauchamp  family^ 
ix>mfortably  settled  at  their  town  mansion, 
whidi,.  tor  the  reason  already  given,  had 
been  untenanted  the  preceding  season,  and 
not,  as  is  too  (^en  the  case  with  nobility 
and  gentry  labouring  under  the  influence 
of  poverty  or  avarice,  exposed  for  public 
accommodation,  to.  the  lossJof  those  who- 
derive  a  subsistence  from  the  occasional 
visits  of  such  as  are  unprovided  with  town= 
establishments.  We  will  also  suppose 
that  the  Queen's  birthday  is^  fast  approach- 
ing, and  that  Gertrude's  palpitating  heart 
has  beat  with  increased  action  on  the  in- 
spection of  the  habiliments,  the  (work  of* 

H  5  the 
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the  tasteful  Mrs.  ^*,  unquestionably 

the  nK>st  tasteful  milliner  in  the  metropo- 
lis), in  which  she  was  to  grace  the  highest 
society  which  the  country  admitted. 

However,  in  the  first  place,  it  may  not, 
perhaps,  be  amiss  to  afford  some  idea,  al- 
though a  faint  one,  of  the  individual  who 
has  been  frequently  mentioned  with  such 
high  encomiums  upon  her  personal  charms. 
But  difficult,  indeed,  is  the  undertaking ; 
and  none  but  those  who  have  attempted 
to  convey  to  the  comprehension  of  another, 
graces  which  are  fleeting,  and  varying 
beauties  wliich  no  pencil  is  enabled  to  de^ 
pict,  can  be  aware  of  the  tender  ground 
which  sustains  the  progress  of  the  de- 
,  scriptive  painter.  The  person  possessing 
form  and  features  in  exact  proportion  is 
oflen  deficient  in  those  attractive  qualities 

*  In  the  neit  edition  we'  shall  be  hnppy  to  fill  up  the 
blank  in  favour  of  any  lady  who  is  desinms  of  distiiiciiuD^ 
at  a  not  much  greater  expence  than  would  be  atteudant  on 
a  newspaper  puflf.  J.  H.  F. 

which 
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winch  increase  in  &scination,  and  rivet 
the  attention  in  proponrtion  to  the  length 
of  acquaintance.  There  are  many  on 
whom  Nature  has  lavished  her  choicest 
personal  gifts,  where  the  admiration  of  the 
moment  is  speedily  destroyed  by  an  un- 
varied insipidity,  0n  the  other  hand,  liow 
many  are  there  who  pass  unheeded  on  a 
first  inspection,  yet  who  subsequently  ex- 
cite a  spark  of  attention  which  time  soon 
kindles  to  a  blaze  too  powerful  to  be  ex- 
tinguished ? 

Todescribe  features  is  easy — every  news- 
paper win  furnish  examples ;  but  to  de- 
scribe the  soul  which  vivifies  those  fea* 
tures,  which  sparkles  in  the  eyes,  illumt 
nates  the  brow,  wantons  in  the  cheeks, 
heaves  in  the  bosom,  and  breathes  through 
the  lips — this  requires  the  hand  yet  uii- 
bom — ^the  mind  not  yet  called  into  exist- 
ence* 

Gertrude  was  a  little  above  what  is  called 
the  middle-size,  and  in  the  eyes  of  many, 
particularly  with  those  to  whoih  Nature 

H  6  has^ 
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has  denied  a  lengli^  cf  nx^e  than  fivQ'&et, 
«nd  who  yet  look  upon  themselves  as  the 
standards  of  pesf^tion^  niight  have  heea 
fon  ^dered ,  too  ^  tall. 

Good  Godr*  <^id  lady  Ann  Dumplings 

if 

what  a  numster  i^.  Miss  Beauchamp !  I 
declare  she  is  only  fit:  "to  be  matched  with 
the  Guildh^l  giants/' 

•*  Guildhall  giants,  lady  Ann  T*  an* 
swered  the  hp^ourable;  Mi^  Minikens, 
**  why  the  hall  could  not  contain  her. 
I  vow,  last  nijght,  w,hen  I  was  standing 
4^1ose  to  her<,  I  could  not  see  her  face,  it 
was  at  such  a  distance  from  me;  an4  yon 
Jcnow,  my  dear  creature,  although  I  pre* 
tend  to  be.  near-sighted^  I  can  see  as  far  a» 
^anybody.** 

"  Pray,  ladies,'*  asked  sir  Humphrey 
Dowiirigbt»  from  whom  both  had  great 
expectations^  "  what  would  either  of  you 
give  to  be  as  tall  ?" 

"  I  would  not  be  such  a  monster  for  the 
world,"  cried  both»  at  the  same  instant. 

"  Bight,  my  little  dears ;  you  would 

lose 
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lose  your  consequence  in  your  own  Lil* 
liput" 

Probably  her  height  was  a  little  incareas* 
ed  in  appearance  by  the  dignity  of  .her  de^ 
portment,  and  the  extreme  gracefulness  of 
her  carriage.    Nature  had  so  constituted 
her  form,that  the  trammels  to  which  youth 
are  commonly  subject  were  unnecessary^ 
To  have  removed  her  from  what  she  was 
would  have  been  to  have  converted  beauty 
to  deformity :  the  lightness  of  her  foot> 
the  delicacy  of  her  ear,  and  the  elegance 
of   her  infantine   movements,    admitted 
no  hope  of  improvement  from  studied 
graces,  or  artificial  elegance.     Sir  Herbert 
wd  lady  Beauchamp  bad  been  so  satisfied 
that  art  was   useless,   that  they  readily 
acquiesced  in  the  desire  of  her  godfather 
that  her  action  as  well  as  her  spirit  should 
be  uncontrolled,  and  that  Nature  alone 
i^hould  have  all  the  merit  of  producing  her 
as  she  was. 

A  face  net  sufficiently  oval  to  be  me- 
.kncholy^  nor  sufEciently  round  to  be  un- 
meaning. 
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meaning,  could  reckon  among  its  brightest 
ornaments  a  pair  of  dark  blue  eyes,  of  size, 
expression,  and  lustre,  unmatched;  a  fore- 
head surmounted  them,  on  which  some 
ringlets,  from  a  profusion  of  dark  brown' 
hair,  were  constantly  playing;  the  eye- 
brows were  'regularly  arched ;  the  eye- 
lashes dark,  and  of  an  unusual  length : 
if  any  feature  possessed  a  negative  quality, 
it  was  the  nose;  it  was  neither  Grecian 
nor  Roman — neither  flat  nor  prominent, 
but  it  was  in  complete  unison  with  the 
laughing  eyes  above  it,  and  with  the 
pouting  lips  below  it ;  the  cheeks,  tinted 
with  yermilion,  were  smooth  and  placid, 
unless  when  lengthened  by  a  tale  of  woe, 
or  dimpled  by  the  smile  of  satisfaction; 
the  lips,  of  a  mouth  not  wide  enough  to 
make  a  constant  display  of  a  set  of  teeth, 
regular,  even,  and  white  as  ivory,  were  the 
seat  *of  good-humour  and  content — their 
coral  freshness  courted  the  eyes  of  regard, 
but  repelled  the  looks  of  desire ;  the  chin, 
had  it  been  placed  on  any  other  face, 

might 
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might  have  been  insignificant,  but,  with 
her,  it  completed  the  contour  of  a  visage 
beaming  with  silent  eloquence ;  a  neck  of 
alabaster  connected  the  head  to  a  pair  of 
falling  shoulders,  which  were  separated 
from  each  other  in  the  front  by  a  full-set 
chest  of  driven  snow,  and  at  the  faeck  by 
a  graceful  bend  which  extended  to  the 
hips ;  those  lovely  protuberances  which— 
butGertrude  Beauchamp,  as  we  are  writing 
of  her,  was  the  girl  of  eighteen ;  as  she  is 
now  before  our  eyes,  she  is  the  amiable 
mother  at  two-and-twenty :  the  arms, 
from  the  shoulder  to  the  extremity, 
were  polished,  round,  and  taper;  the^hipis 
were  juttmg,  and  from  them  descended 
the  drapery  which  shaded  the  lower  limbs, 
with  the  exception  of  a  pair  of  well-tunied 
ancles,  and  proportioned  feet,  which  t\\e 
wind  occasionally  exposed  to  view.  But 
we  had  almost  forgotten  a  most  essential 
point;  to  have  omitted  complexion,  and 
such  a  complexion,  would  have  been  un- 
|iiardonable;  it  wa9  of  a  dazzling  clearness^ 

exquisitely 
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exquisitely  fair,  and  sufficiently  transpa^ 
rent  to  expose  the  tracks  of  the  purpjb 
veins  which  meandered  in  all  directions  on 
the  faco  and  neck,  but  particularly  on  each 
side  of  the  chin. 

Were  the  face  of  Gertrude  to  be  ana- 
lyzed by  the  rules  of  art  (for  her  form  was 
faultless),  with  the  exception  of  her  eyes^ 
-each  feature  would  he  considered  deficient 
in  beauty;  but  she  had  more  than  beauty — 
she  had  wherewithal  to  claim  admiration 
on  her  first  appearance,  to  enlighten  the 
torch  of  love  at  the  second,  and  to  com- 
mand adoration  as  she  proceeded;  every 
^alteration  in  her  countenance  discovered 
a  fresh  charm,  and  every  change  of  pos- 
ture unfolded  a  grace  before  unknown. 

Such  was  the  being  (the  reader  may 
please  himself  in  adding  the  term  lovely 
or  not)  who  was  on  the  verge  of  entering 
the  pale  of  fashionable  life,  and  who  added 
to  her  other  merits  that  of  being  the  heiress 
of  a  noble  fortune,  both  in  land  and  money* 
Sprung  from  a  ^mily  whose  claims  to  re- 
spectability 
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spectability  were  equal  to  those  which  it 
possessed  to  antiquity,  and  whose  anti-' 
quity  could  be  traced  to  the  earliest  records 
which  historical  research  has  been  enabled 
to  lay  before  the  present  generation,  what 
was  there  to  prevent  her  becoming  an  ob- 
ject of  universal  attraction  ? 

With  such  advantages,  the  hand  of  Ger- 
trude was  a  prize  for  which  the  highest 
noble  might  contest  without  derogating 
from  his  dignity.  Gertrude^s  case  was, 
indeed,  almost  unique ;  for  it  seldom  hap« 
pens  that  the  gifts  of  nature  and  fortune 
are  blended  -in  the  same  person,  and  still 
more  rarely  that  they  are  combined  with 
&  modesty  of  demeanour,  and  an  uncon- 
sciousness of  superior  merit. 

As  days  of  presentation  at  court,  from 
unhappy  circumstances,  were  of  rare  oc- 
currence, Gertrude  formed  one  out  of  a 
considerable  number  of  elegant  young  fe- 
males of  rank,  who  had  been  destined  to 
commence  the  career  of  womanhood,  and 
who  then  obtained  the  privilege  of  being 

addressed 
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addressed  by  the  unmarried  part  of  the 
opposite  sex;  but ^ it  would  be  doing 
Gertrude  an  injustice  if  it  was  omitted  to 
be  mentioned  that  she  fowned  the  leading 
feature  in  the  day's  attraction.  The  hear- 
tening looks  of  royalty  soon  diwpated  the 
timidity  natural  on  such  an  occasion^  and 
enabled  her  to  assume  her  native  graceful- 
ness. The  congratulations  which,  sir  Her* 
bert  and  lady  Beauchamp  received  from 
every  one,  on  being  blessed  with  so  charm* 
ing  a  daughter,  were  gratifying  to  their 
pride,  and  led  sir  Herbert  back  to  the  time 
when  his  Matilda  wa&  received  with  equal 
applause  on  his  accession  to  his^  title. 

We  have  a  great  mind  to  make  a  vulgar 
simile,  and  we  see  no  reason  at  the  present 
moment  why  we  should  baulk  ourselves. 
It  has  struck  us  more  than  once,  that  a 
presentation  at  court,  so  far  as  a  young 
female  is  concerned,  bears  somewhat  of 
resemblance  to  the  lord-mayor's  proclama- 
tion of  Bartholomew  fair:  in  the  latter 
case,  it  is  the  signal  for  all  the  wild  and 

tame 
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tame  atiimals  to  be  visible,  and  for  the 
whirligigs  to  be  set  in  motion ;  in  the  fbr- 
mer»  it  is  the  annunciation  that  a  mar- 
riageable female  is  to  be  publicly  exhibited 
and  whirled  from  company  to  company, 
until  she  be  married,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of»  and  the  possessor  of  beauty  and  wealth 
is  only  the  most  attractive  booth  in  the 
fair. 

The  case  with  the  Beauchamp  family 
was^  however,  dilSerent  from  that  of  the 
majority,  who  have  little  else  in  view  than 
a  suitable  establishment  for  their  daugb. 
ters,  and  who  think  the  duties  of  a  pa- 
rent performed  in  promoting  what  is 
termed  an  eligible  match,  either  with  or 
against  the  inclination  of  the  party  most 
concerned,  and  whose  future  happiness  is , 
at  stake.  Both  sir  Herbert  and  lady 
Beauchamp  had  impressed  upon  the  mind 
of  their  daughter,  that  on  so  serious  an 
affiiir  as  marriage  they  would  never  press 
her  against  her  wishes ;  at  the  same  time, 
they  fully  relied  upon  h^r  prudence,  that 

she 
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ahe  would  never  suffer  her  mind  to  dwell 
upon  any  object  which  her  own  judgment 
would  point  out  as  likely  to  be  disagree- 
able to  her  paients.  The  happiness  which 
sir  Herbert  enjoyed  was  in  great  measure 
accidental,  and  he  never  acquitted  him- 
self from  the  charge  of  precipitation ;  he 
had  proved  it  possible  that  love  could  ex- 
ist in  a  cottage,  but  he  had  also  drank  the 
eup  of  bitterness  in  situations  equally 
adapted  to  the  enjoyment  of  comforts 

Although  Gertrude's  expectations  were 
lai^,  she  was  warned  against  an  unequal 
alliance.  Love  might  prompt  the  union 
on  her  side,  but  was  it  equally  pertain 
that  the  motives  on  the  other  side  would 
be  equally  pure?  Happiness  in  such  a 
case  must  be  extremely  doubtfuU  for  dif- 
ference of  circumstances  would  give  the 
weight  of  conscious  superiority  to  the 
party  to  whom  it  ought  not  to  belong. 

**  Never,  my  dear  Gertrude,**  said  her 
father,  "  put  it  in  your  power  to  remind 
your  husband  of  the  extent  oi  his  obliga- 
tions 
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tlons  to  you.  If  he  lore  you,  he  will 
shrink  within  himself,  and  if  he  love  you 
not,  he  will  become  your  tyrant.  In  the 
first  case,  you  will  soon  learn  to  despise 
him — ^in  the  latter,  he  will  soon  learn  to 
despise  you." 

**  But  do  you  not  think,  papa,  that  it  is 
time  Plough  to  talk  of  these  things  when 
I  declare  my  intention  of  marrying  ?** 

"  By  no  means,  Gertrude.  Love  is  a 
passion  which  prudence  can  always  con* 
trol  upon  its  first  approaches.  Believe  me, 
my  dear  girl,  we  have  no  idea  of  directing 
you  in  the  disposal  of  your  heart;  all  I 
wish  is  to  prevent  you  from  throwing  it 
away.  Your  attention  may  perhaps  be 
fixed  on  an  individual  whom  early  appear- 
ances might  lead  you  to  think  worthy  of 
your  regatd ;  but  before  you  give  admis* 
sion  to  a  sec(Xid  favourable  thought,  look 
a  little  forward,  examine  the  qualifications 
through  the  medium  of  suspicion,  and 
consider  weH  with  yourself  whether  the 

passionate 
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passionate  lover  will  make  the  teqder  hus- 
band/* 

"  I  fear,  papa,  you  think  your  Gertrudel*s 
heart  is  made  up  of  very  combustible  ma- 
terials.** 

"  You  may  laugh,  Gertrude,  but  yoiur 
time  xvill  come,  and  then  recall  to  mind 
the  warning  I  have  given  you.  And  now 
a  few  words  more,  and  we  will  quit  the 
subject  until  you  give  me  reason  to  remind 
you  of  failings  from  which  I  have  fore- 
warned you.  To  a  young  and  ardent 
mind,  mirth  is  the  indicator  of  pleasure, 
dulness  the  type  of  pain ;  splendor  is  often 
confounded  with  happiness,  and  mediocrity 
with  misery ;  the  fortune  you  will  here- 
after enjoy  places  you  beyond  the  last,  but 

be  not  deceived  with  the  first  Many  an 
aching  heart,  Gertrude,  rolls  in  a  gaudy 
equipage,  and  great  is  often  the  discontent 
<of  her  who,  presiding  at  a  magnificent  en- 
tertainment, is  greeted  with  the  homage, 
<and  viewed  with  the  envy,  q£  a  surround- 
ing 
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ing  crowd,  and  who  would,  perhaps,  gladly 
exchange  her  lot  with  the  humblest  of  her 
professed  admirers." 

**  And  pray,  papa,  since  you  cut  me  off 
from  all  my  superiors  as  well  as  my  infe- 
riors, who  am  I  to  i!narry  ?  that  is,  in  case 
I  am  inclined  to  marry  at  all  ?" 

**  With  the  man,  Gertrude,  that  neither 
degrades  himself  or  you.". 

•*  ShaU  we  advertise  for  him  ?" 

<*  If  you  are  of  opinion  that  such  a  step 
would  be  efficacious — ^But,  according  to 
my  way  of  thinking,  yoiv  must  stumble 
upon  him  by  accident ;  and  that  you  may 
have  the  greater  chance  6f  success,  we 
must  submit,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  de- 
privation of  our  usual  enjoyments-——" 

"  — ^And  wander  in  hopes  of  the  ex- 
pected treasure  dropping  into  our  mouths. 
Is  not  that  it,  papa  ?" 

"  Pretty  near  it,  Gertrude ;  and  now 
we'll  seek  your  mother." 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  X. 


^#^^»»<^^^»*^or 


Being  the  first  Chapter  in  the  Book,  which  cam 
be  properly  denominated  a  Chapter  upon  Love^ 

Gertrude  had  laughed  with  her  father, 
but  it  was  only  to  conceal  from  him  the 
real  state  of  her  heart.  Her  feelings,  when 
she  had  seen  Arthur  after  his  long  absence 
-—the  grateful  sensations  which  occupied 
her  mind,  on  recalling  to  her  remembrance 
the  few  hours  they  had  passed  together  on 
his  hasty  visit — ^the  delight  she  took  in  the 
perusal  of  his  letters,  and  in  the  recital  of 
his  exploits-— all  told  her  that  his  image  was 
combined  with  the  ideas  she  could  venture 
to  entertain  of  future  happiness.  The  rea- 
soning  of  her  father,  the  propriety  of 
which  she  could  not  for  a  moment  ques- 
tion, seemed  to  place  an  insurmountable 

bar 
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bar  between  her  and  the  hopes  die  had 
unknowingly  suffered  to  occupy  a  greater 
space  in  her  imagination  than  prudence 
could  warrant.  Arthur  was  beneath  her 
in  every  respect,  the  qualities  of  the  head 
and  heart  excepted ;  he  was  only  hand- 
some, brave,  generous,  sensible,  and  affec* 
tionate.  It  is  true,  her  godfather  had  be- 
stowed upon  him  the  gifts  of  fortune,  but 
his  wealth  was  trivial,  compared  with  her 

own ;    his  birth but  that  would  not 

bear  a  moment's  reflection — he  was  the 
child  of  nobody.  Her  father,  good  and 
amiable  as  he  was,  had  always  cherished  a 
sense  of  family-pride,  which  she  felt  satis- 
fied his  love,  even  for  his  daughter,  would 
not  tempt  him  to  fbrego« 

The  caution  of  the  baronet  against  giving 
too  easy  admission  to  the  first  approaches 
of  love,  sunk  deep  within  her  breast  Was 
she  in  love? — ^No,  she  tried  to  persuade 
herself, .  and  to  fancy  that  she  only  felt  for 
the  unmerited  sufierings  of  Arthur^-Hshe 
Triced  at  his  deliverance  from  them ;  and 
^    VOL.  III.  I  who 
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who  <ihat  had  known  faim  coald  have  £sit 
otbervrise?  He  had  been  ibr  a  tkne  tibe 
conpmioii  of  her  chi]dho<»d,  md  she  hwed 
)iim**-4Mit  loved  him,  or  ivtMild  willingly 
hftve  believed  that  she  loved  him,  «s  a  bro- 
theri  «very  body  loved  him,  i»d  why 
.ahoiild  she  idcHieirefiAse  tia^  tribute  x>f  aflfee- 
tionate  irqgard?  He  was  engaged  in  a 
icareer  of  gldty ;  but  how  often  had  her 
f«iX90iis  \4sioRS  piotured  him  to  lier  ima^-' 
kiatitti^  aiaking  under  hoaounibfe  wounds, 
jiifto  4m  eaily  grave !  If 'be  were  aa  a  bto- 
'ther,iraidd  jshe  bear  Hie  thought  of  calGng 
the  wife  'Of  Arthur  %  the  endeaacii^  appel- 
^lationef  flitter?  Yes,  pei>hapB,  |/^  were 
liappy ;  littt  who  eottld  be  wortliy  of  Ar- 
thur Manfred  ?-<i>^who  <!OtiU[  vetum  his  «£- 
^fortionin'ttewa^itiiMrited?  If  he  mar- 
lied,  he  must  be  nuseMble.  Cotfid  Ger- 
**ttde  tJB&y  i&ywewB^  that,  if  drornm^tamces 
^itowltted,  she  "wetAd  he  ^^  violMitary 
j^cACe  «f  Attbur  ?--^Jmiglit  she  not  be  m- 
oSidgiiiig  In  >a  hoipdess  fmA0n? — ^The  ob- 
:sta^  to  a  mnicm  with  hhn  nv^r^  irmu* 

merable— ' 


.meraU&wfaer  Aiiier  iirould  MM  itrr^iar 
{]«idj^  foribadt  it^^^Yery  tluiig  forbade  ibfrr- 
hut  hex  heart.  Could  she  hut  see  iijil^bw, 
that  she  mighjt  endeayour  1)^  penetrate  m- 
.tp  jhis  sentitneiil^  W9i:4s  herself  Ir^d^it 
wms  jiiq>p9sihle ;  f4«id  eontd  she  4i9Q»rd  hi^ 
jdlea^i}^  imege,  white  »  ]^i^G^b<ihilMy  «P- 
«l#i9e4<^I»p  «ffeel«)nsheqwwig)^^ 

**  Welir  ^*id  Qenbru4e^  ,«s  ^e  ^$g{|l^ 
;^3(^iMd«  *'  my  <^e  ibs,  I  w^pp^ise,  9(9  ^49 

Jth^n  that  of  fxm^y  oi^j»;  but,  ati^^^iitf;^ 
jthmk  $j^¥eii  .1  :wa  .i^ot  <MUed  i^pon  ^ 
jQdai^  /a  hssty  ijiq^;  I  can  looic  #rai;nid 
:loe,  mid  sm  <CQmp^^  t^e  ^^eritis  of  Aie^w 
with  the^  ef  his  «)i}p$rioi]5  ^  the  f3fi|i£Q^ 
tion  of  ib^  wQdd.  Poeisiybfy  my  father  is 
jA^;  ^d  yst  TOy  heaijt  MUls  ©e^  tl«*t 
thovigh  there  ipa^y  be  jowy  Gai^rades, 
th»e  3S  Imt  one  Arthur.  ]ivtt  I  won^  h^ 
in  We-^-at  hs»%  Til  ImeyJ  am  jiot ;  und  if 
love  givj^s  nie  90  loofe'pun  than  it  do^s 
at  the  .]^?e39nt  Q)CHKi»t»  I,st»il  Qot  he  9&mii 
rfit/' 
Sut  piitiliiig^^  lor  th&fieflmWovt  iCff 

1 8  the 
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the  question,  to  a  young  and  ardent  mind, 
liowev^  the  affections  may  be  engaged,  a 
perpetual  change  of  scene  cannot  fail  of 
being  productive  of  amusement.  The 
court-day  was  succeeded  by  lady  Beau- 
-cliamp's  party,  in  which  •  the  heiress  ap- 
peared in  the  most  prominent  situation. 
Cards  had  been  distributed  to  every  one 
whom  Matilda  cotild  rank  within  the  cir- 
cle of  her  acquaintance ;  the  drawing-rooms 
were  crowded  to  suffocation,  for  there  was 
son^ething  new  to  be  seen ;  and  the  supper 
was  devoured  with  extraordinary  avidity, 
notwithstanding  there  was  nothing  upon 
the  tables  but  what  the  season  afforded. 

"  Good.  Heavens  f  said  lady  Mairowfat, 
as  her  ladyship  and  Miss  Bridgetina  Cu- 
cumber were  sipping  a  cordial  to  strength- 
en their  nerves  on  the  morning  following 
the  party,  "  only  look  at  the  Morning 
Post,  and  see  what  a  list  (>f  fashionables 
were  at  the  Beauchamps  last  night." 

"  Oh  yes !  captain  Whalebone  was  there; 
he  says  that  the  crowd  was  excessive,  and^ 

that 
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f&at  he  sometimes  did  meet  a  deooott  per- 
son now  and  then ;  but  you  know  tiiey 
are  nothing  in  the  fashionable  world,  and 
I  suppose  they  mam^ed  to  scrape  toge- 
ther a  peer  or  two,  to  countenance  the  de- 
luge of  conndoners.'  Did  your  ladyship 
Koeive  a  card  of  invitation  ?" 

^  Me,  child  f  sir  Herbert  Beauchamp's 
wife  knows  a  little  what  is  due  to  real  no- 
bUity  :  it  is  well  her  pride  kept  her  from 
the  pain  of  a  refusal.  Why,  there  was 
neither  peafih^s  nor  pease."* 
.  ^*  Let  me  see — The  duchesses  of  Car- 
bery,  Grampound,  Alnwick '' 

'*  — ^The  duchess  of  Alnwick,  Miss  Cu- 
cumber!  impossible!'". 

"  Convince  yourself." 

**  Bless  me,  how  very  odd!  Do  you 
think  captain  Whalebone  could  introduce 
me  to  lady  Beauchamp  ?  They  are  charm-^  i 
ing  people,  and  their  daughter,  I  lOn  told,  * 
is  a  pisuri^n ;  and  yet  one  should  like  an 
introduction  a  little  more  respectable ;  for 

1 3  you 
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you  knenr  WbdrihoheTiB  ftttitt  wbb  mDy  & 

family  a^  the  BeMfAtubps  to-  adaftt  saeH 
rfijblS^  within^  theil*  door?  I  wonditr  Inw 
the  fellow  has  (be  Imp^ksh^sf  to  adibmy 
hiftifeerf  to  fifty  ]^^oft  of  ^iiiitf^r 

*' tV'hy,  ycm  klky«rv  fliy  4^r>  flyM  4e6itt- 
liii^^i}  in  the  gflett'di  k  k  ts^IVcr  f^  et^ 
titiiftlg.'* 

''  But  he  sold  hin  cmimissidkm  on  ih» 
^d  rUtneuy  ^  it»  b€»6g  ordered  for  attctal 


service." 


-  ^  No  tnatter-^«A<tai(te  «  efjfytain  dfWayst  a 
captain — But  do  let  tis  cxnoider  hofft  W9 
can  get  invited  to  the  Mxt  party^  I  tbiftk 
rU  fall  and  ^>  to  see  Miite  BeaudlMnp^s 
litticr  FHndii  de|^,  winch  hsU  been  just  iad 
h^by  a  boy  her  father  btcmi^t  up  frtmi 
charity^  and  ptit  out  to  ddL  Oi^  (top^Mw 
sttppMe  Tve  eatt  td  lodrk  at  the  f coma,  uti^ 
dei*  pretsetiee  0f  taking  Advantage  of  lady 

Beauehamp'a 


meriting  them  ?" 

^  Yerj  good;  and  tboi  jrow  kdjrship 
may  innte  her  to  toot  next  ront^  weA 
thm  tlie  mvitatiM.  in  i!eti]im  ttmt  folloiv 
of  course.'* 

^  We^U  lose  no  tine  in  settuftg  out^anl 
we  can  walk  up  and  down  the  stieet,  and 
manage  to  eaU  at  the  door  as  they  are 
about  to  get  into  the  oantage,  and  cannot 
esc^eua^ 

The  intrmion  of  the  praudmean,  and  a£ 
the  mean  proud,  was  ftr  from  being  the 
only  eomequenee  of  notoriety.  With 
Glttlnide,  the  simitot  artide  of  dreea^ 
tfarpvn  careleady  upon  any  part  of  her 
faann,  received  an  instant  value  from  the 
native  degance  that  it  exposed.  The  se^ 
cret  charm  which  gave  a  momentary  con* 
sequence  to  the  merest  trifle  was  ascribed 
to  the  trifle  itsdf ;  and  **  the  Beauchamp 
bcmnet,'"  the  ^  Beauehamp  cap,"  and  ^  the 
Beauchamp  tippet,"  were  instantly  adopt* 

I  4  '  ed, 
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ed,  and  as  instantly  cast  aside  hy  the  ca-» 
pricious  inventor. 

"  Exposure  to  the  night-air  had  caused 
Gertrude  to  be  visited  by  a  slight  ccAd. 
The  head-dress  of  the  night  was  connected 
with  a  lace  handkerchief,  which  passed  un- 
der the  chin. — **  Heavens !"  cried  the  men, 
^  what  an  angel !  how  delightfully  the  cap 
is  suited  to  the  features !"  The  next  day 
the  female  world  was  muffled,  but  Grer- 
trude  was  now  recovered. — "  What  a  face 
and  neck  T  ^*  Who  would  ccmeeal  such 
beauties  f  The  most  indefatigable  tircr 
woman  toiled  to  no  purpose — the  new 
fashion  ceased  with  the  moment  of  its  in- 
troduction. Gertrude  followed  the  thought 
of  the  present  minute — ^her  toilet  was  her 
least  employment ;  the  admiration  which 
was  bestowed  upon  her  was  unsought: 
she  entered  into  company,  because  it 
amused  her  at  first,  and  because  it  subse- 
quently filled  up  a  few  vacant  hours  that 
would  perhaps  have  been  employed  in  a 

way 
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way  more  injurious  to  her  peace  of  mind; 
for  the  more  she  saw  of  mankind^  th6  more 
f  hey  suffered  on  a  comparison'  With  Ar^ 
thur  Manfred, 

For  herself,  or  for  her  fortune^  or  per- 
haps hoth  together,  j;here  were  suitors  ill 
abundance.  Those  who  abounded  in 
wealth  appealed  to  the  father  and  mother, 
and  those  who  wanted  wealth  Greeted 
their  attentions  to  the  daughter^  particu- 
larly after  su*  Herbert  had  expressed  his  de- 
termination, in  two  or  three  instances^  to 
leave  his  daughter  unbiassed  in  her  choice, 
and  that  he  could  converse  with  no  one  on 
the  subject,  who  had  not  in  some  way  or 
other  received  a  decided  mark  dThis  daugh- 
ter's esteem* 

The  task  of  lady  Beauchamp  was  much 
more  difficult.  She  was  assailed  by  aU 
the  mammas  of  all  the  single  boobies  who 
were  too  bashfiil  to  speak  for  themselves, 
and  by  all  the  dowagers  who  wished  to 
ftee  their  sons  married  to  their  satisfaction. 

'*  You  see,  my  dear  lady  Beauchamp,  I 

1 5  am 
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iitki  not  ^saXLy  repulsed,"  said  the'<xninte89 
«f  Cfaitkettly.  ''  l^hat  cteikr  girl  of  yott» 
haH^  pcM^iMvelf  bewitched  my  pool*  boy ;  I 
declare,  I  do  not  think  the  dear  fellow  ha6 
Mt^nincm  than  two  rolls  at  my  one  break- 
ftist,  Ah0^  iM  naw  my  sweet  ydung  inendc 
dodko^Diaculuifi,  I  assure  yoii,  sayn  that  it 
IB  fl  very  seriouis  otse  indeed ;  but  he  has 
Iprtnfiiiisd  to  see  him  twice  a^ay  till  he  is 
ncbvered.  Do^  my  dear  lady,  let  me  in^ 
telroede  fer  my  Biddyfoid-*— he^s  a  teharm*- 
j^g  youAg  wMnJ* 

***  Pray^  kdy  Chicke»ly,  dd  not  ui^* 
me;  Ihkve  already  said  that  neither  sir 
Heibei-t  m^t  myself  will  use  our  inflaence 
ih  )3o  Set^il^  'A  fo]M.  If  lord  Biddyfbrd 
should  be  the  object  of  Gertrude's  choice, 
K^  Hhali  bdthb^  pfoufd  tb  reeeit^  him  as  a 
^&en4ft-kw/' 

"^  BleiSB  you !  the  d^r  bdy  has  ix»  muck 
^i^sibility  bf  soul  to  talk  of  lore  toaliy  one 
iiut  me :  lie  W01M  die)  if  MitafcBeauchamp 
WW  to  ft^own  \kp(M.  hiM^  tft  lauigfa  at  hiok 
Duly  t^l4i(^3^  fiw^haviip,  what  a  good 

soul 
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soul  he  is,  and  I  am  dure  $he  would  ft  ve 
hiQd — b€^a  so  loeek,  and  so  patient,  and  so 
good-tempered,  that,  I  am  sure,  sh^  might 
have  her  own  way  in  every  thing;  and 
tliat  she  can't  expect,  you  know^  with 
every  body.  And  then  the  settlem^tSi 
lady  Beaudiamp  !** 

^  Gertrude,  my  lady,  I  am  happy  to 
6sey,  hds  enough  ^  her  own,  and  need  not 
become  a  charge  upon  any  &mily  into 
which  she  thinks  proper  to  enter/ 

^^  Just  what  I  said  to  my  babe — *  Jo* 
seph/  said  I,  ^  think  of  Miss  BcAuchamp'a 
fortune,  she  is  a  prize  for  a  du^ke,  and  you 
will  n(^ver  be  any  thing  more  than  wi  <earl 
— try  to  forget  her,  my  dear,  unless  you 
think  that  Miss  Beaudiamp  knres  you.'-^ 
'  I  can't  fwget  Iter  indeed,  mamma,'  said 
be^  '  fihe  is  so  i»etty  and  so  lively/  And 
I  don't  know  whether  Miss  Gerbrude  might 
not  have  a  little  comer  of  her  hfiart  fer 
him;  foTiloseph  says,  that  once  when  ht 
tried  to  speirik  to  her^  iihe  Iwghed  at 
him." 

I  6  "  All 


l80  beauchamp: 

*'  Ail  I  can  still  say,  lady  Chickenly,  is, 
let  him  win  her  and  wear  her.  Gertrude's 
choice,  I  am  satisfied,  wrill  do  credit  to  her 
understanding,  and  it  will  certainly  meet 
with  no  opposition  on  the  part  of  her  pa- 
rents." 

"  But  could  not  you  manage  to  let  me 
bring  my  Joseph  some  morning  to  see  Miss 
Gertrude,  when  only  yoii  and  I  may  be 
present  ?  We  can  then  see  whether  the' 
couple  are  inclined  to  each  other,  and  if 
poor  Biddyford  is  bashful,  you  know  we 
can  encourage  him." 

"  Gertrude,  my  dear,"  said  lady  Beau* 
champ  to  her  daughter,  as  she  entered  thef 
i-oom,  "  lady  Chickenly  is  anxious  to  in- 
troduce to  you  her  son  lord  Biddyford.' 

"I  have  seen  him,  mamma,  already.' 

"  And,  what  do  you  think  of  him,  my 
love  ?  Is  not  he  a  delightful  young  man  ? 
So  modest  and  unassuming— and  yet  he 
has  a  great  spirit,  only  he  seldom  exerts 
it.  Do  let  me  bring  him  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, after  sir  Herbert  is  gone  out  ?" 

"  I  ajn 
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I  am  sure,  my  lady,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  see  any  person  my  mamma  invites*'' 

**  Delicate  soul !  I  told  you,"  oonduded 
the  countess  in  a  whisper  to  lady  Beau- 
champ,  *^  I  told  you  that  he  had  made  a 
Httle  impression  upon  her  heart.'' 


CHAPTER  XL 


Being  that  Part  of  the  Drama  in  which  there  ^ 
a  strict  Regard  to  the  Unities. 

Scene  Brookes's  Cluh-Housey  St,  James's 

Street 

Sir  Jeffery  Diddle.  Well,  I  dedare^ 
here  is  his  grace  of  Limberham  !  I  hope 
I  have  the  honour  of  seeing  your  grace  in 
a  state  of  health  corresponding  with  my 
warmest  wishes. 

JDtike  of  Limberham.  Thank  you.  Did* 
die,  I  have  something  the  matter  with  me^ 
--  .  but 
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but  I  caAnot  saQr  what-^urse  me,  but  I 
think  if  s  the  weather,  for  I  have  beai  tor* 
toted  ail  night  ¥rith  a  most  excruciating 
pain  in  my  little  finger. 

Sir  Jeff&ry  Diddle,  ffless  me !  I  hope 
your  grace  does  not  neglect  so  senoua  an 
affair?  The  little  finger,  your  grace  knows, 
is  most  intimately  connected  "with  the  ner* 
vous  system. 

Uiuke  of  Limherham.  Oh  yes  \  Sir 
Walter  Flourish  and  sir  James  Marquis 
had  a  consultation  this  morning,  for  at  first 
I  did  not  know  whether  it  was  a  medical 
or  a  surgical  case,  and  they  agree  that  it  is 
a  nervous  affection,  for  which  they  have 
prescribed  a  draught  to  be  taken  every 
quarter  of  an  hour*  You  see.  Diddle,  I 
am  ^^ovideA— will  you  take  one  ? 

JSir  HTeffery  JUddie.  Year  grace  la  sp 
draill  I'd  have  given  tioe  woiid  now  to 
have  said  sucb  a  thing. 

Duke  of  Limherham.  M onstaxiwi  good 
diottgh  j  (ttmdhiwimg  dke  draught).  Sut 
they  tdi  me  tibat  I  must  diange  the  sceM^ 

and 
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•ttd  take  eacendae^A  w*^h :  what  a  &- 
tigue  it  is  to  stretch  ones'  self !  Have  you 
tuxy  news.  Diddle  ? 

Sit  Jtfferp' Diddk.  In  the  political 
world,  of  course,  my  lord?  YoQr  grace  has 
t>f  course  heaid  of  the  quarrel  whidi  has 
hi^pen^d  between  the  marquis  of  Thun- 
^ter^a  valet  and  lady  JLdghbum's  wotnan^ 
which,  it  is  supposed,  will  occasion  a  change 
in  the  cabinet. 

Hukt  fof  iMtfnberkam.  Rat  your  poli- 
tics !~«By-the«bye,  tlky  tdl  me  that  there 
is  a  new  girl  ODOie  out,  tolendUiy  decentish. 
Who  the  devil  is  die^  Muddletoa?  for 
Diddle'^  head  Is  so  st^^Sled  with  tkmaeiise, 
Ite  doea  ttuft  know  what  be  is  talking  o£ 

Colonel  Muddleton.  Such  a  one,  my 
k»di  duke^  ass  we  do  not  d%en  see.  In 
company  she  seeim  like  a  brilliiuiit  in  the 
miSisX  of  Alse  atonei. 

jDuke  (Ef  JbmifirhafiL  1%  die  aaudi  fol- 
lowed ? 

Oihud  MwUkton.    The  envy  of  one 


184  BEAUCHAMP. 

isex,  and  the  univd^al  adtniiatioii  of  the 
other. 

Duke  of  Limberham.  Then  one  need 
not  be  ashamed  of  having  her  beside  one 
inacurride? 

Sir  Toby  Thickets  D — ^n  me,  if  I 
would  not  lose  one  of  my  ears  to  drive 
Jher  for  a  whole  morning  oh  my  barouche 
box. 

Huke  of  Limberham.  Poor  fellow! 
How  dreadful  to  have  wishes  that  camiot 
be  gratified  \ — Is  she  very  handsome  ? 

Colonel  Mudleton.    As  an  aiigel. 
..   Duke  of  LAmherkam.    Rich? 

Colonel  MuddktoTu    As  a  Jew. 

Duke  of  Lirrdyerham.  Respectable  fiir- 
mily  ?'* 

Colonel  Muddleton.  One  of  the  most 
ancient  in  Lincolnshire, 

Duke  of  Limherhatfi.  I'll  marry  h«r. 
1  shall  depend  upon  your  words  though^ 
that  she  is  not  likely  to  disgrace  one. 

Sir  Toby  Thicket.    Ha,ba,  ha!    Goit 
/igain  f    Why,  she  has  refused  me ! 

Duke 


JDuhe  qf  lAwherham.  Thai  shemustbe 
a  girl  of  taste.  Who  has  she  rdfused  be-^ 
sides? 

.  Colond  Mui^Beton,  Thousands — every 
one  that  offers^  and  offers  go  to  the  house 
in  shoals^  indttding  all  degrees  of  nobility 
and  gentility* 

l)?^e^X'i^'i&^Aam.  Very  good!  Then 

she  is  fit  to  be  a  duchess  ?  Waiter !  tell 

my  servant  to  go  to— What's  the  name  ? 

-  Cohnel  Muddkton.    Sir  Herbert  Beau*' 

champ. 

. .  Ih^e  (^lAmberham.  Aye,  very  good. 
Tell  him  to  go  to  sir  Herbert  Beauchamp's* 
in — r- Where  does  he  live  ? 

Cdonel  Muddleton.     Upper   Brook* 
street. 

Duke  bf  Limberham.  To  sir'  Herbert 
Beauchamp,  in  Upper  Brook-sti;pet,  and 
tell  the  baronet  that  TU  call  on  him  at  six 
in  my  way  to  dress. 

Sir  Toby  Thicket,    Why,  that's  his 

dinner-time. 

Duhtt 


Iktke  of  LMerhm.  Vi^%n  Wli  be 
suFe  U>  be  at  bame. 

iSiV  Jeffery  Diddle.  Excuse  me,  my 
\&bA  duke»  but  bad  no^t  yomf  grace  better 
s^nd  a  eaftd  to  «r  Herbert  ? 

Duke  ^  JUmberham,  To  a  barooe^ 
Diddle  ?  I  suppose  you  are.  j^etdiitg  tx 
your  aiii{)bibiow  dass  of  b^reditaiy  ^VP^^ 
bitionsi  without  honour  or  Utie^ 

Colonel  Muddkton.  I  perfectly  agree 
with  your  grace :  I  declare  I  would  not 
accept  a  baronetcy. 

Dtike  of  LimherhoM.  I  dare  say  iiot» 
colonel,  till  it  i&  offered  you. 

Earl  of  Spalding.  BraTo !  As  u&ual, 
your  grace  i&  catting  9sySi  jdasfaing  iu  every 
direction^  sparing  neither  friend  nor  foe» 
but,  Uke  Drawcanslr,  involving  all  in  cme 
QOiwxnaamA  overwhelming  destruction, 

Duke  qflAmherham.  Why,  hang  me, 
Spalding,  if  you  don't  look  as  if  you  had 
been  at  an  execntion  at  Newgate;  yooir 
jokes  come  from,  the  wrong  side  of  the 
mouth. 
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.  JBttti  ^  S^toJdinjg.  I  htrs  bora  iram 
o£^  my  lord  duke,  for  I  have  bfSD  prefltnt 
afc  nty  own  eiicctttioir. 

JSJr  21%  ITUjtet  Wby^thebrnritdi- 
lAg  angd  1m8  not  ^psttcbed  yotir  lottk* 
ship  aftet  the  others  ?  I  wouU  kave  ImkAt**' 
ed  jDur  fcffd^ip  ftr  thp  BMiidiaiDp  staiftea 

Duke  of  Limberham.  What  I  thir  faaiii^ 
sbmei.  yoim^  ridi,  and  tiniTanaily^nar* 
mited  earl  of  S^alAng  among  tbe  r^ected 
atUlwssesi 

Marl  (^SpaMhfig*  Yet,  I  am  donned 
to  the  willow^x^I  hove  just  hncd  vay  atid^ 
en^e  c£  leare*  She^a  a  downright  fdeee  of 
lie  that  no(Mng  human  can  thaw. 

Cdbnd  Mitdikttm.  And  yoor  loid^ 
shipi  to  toy  certain  knowladge,  has  beei» 
her  very  shadow  for  these  last  two  months* 
In  a  quarter  of  tiie  time  you  might  have 
tutnod  thd  heada  of  half  the  wotaen  in 
towhy  vnatvicd  m  Well  as  single.  Who'a 
the  fkvoured  awain  ? 

SirJejffhy  Diddle.    I  suppose  the  fe. 

voured 
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voured  swain  of  a  piece  of  ice  must  be  a 
pillar  of  snow. 

DuheqfLimberham.  G«d !  the  must  be 
a  ^rl  of  sense,  not  to  throw  herself  away ; 
rank  should  be  the  only  considehMion  in  a 
woman's  mind. 

Earl  qf  Spalding.  Rank  or  ao  nmk^ 
whoever  wins  her  must  first  put  me  out 
of  the  way. 

Duke  qflAmberhanu  Bravo^  Spalduo^t 
We  niay  as  well  settle  the  aflfair'now,  for 
I  am  going  to  offer  myself  to  the  baroiiet 
this  moming-p-iPistols  or  swords,  Spiald- 
ing  ^  It  would  be  a  chadty  to  put  you 
out  of  the  way  of  witnessing  my  success. 

Earl  of  Spalding.  No,  Ao,  my  lord 
duke :  it  will  be  time  enough  to  talk  of 
pistols  and  swords  when  you  are  likely  to 
succeed. 

'  Duke  qfLimherham.  You  have  afford- 
ed the  strongest  possible  proof  of  her  taste 
and  discernment— But  we  have  half  an 
hour  to  spare,  which  you  had  better  take 
advantage  of,  Spalding ;  because  it  might 

be 


lie  awkward  to  break  in  upon  our  arrailge- 
jnents  for  the  marriage. 

Earl  of  Spalding.  Is  your  grace  seri- 
ous ? 

Duke  of  Limberham.  Certainly ;  I 
'consider  the  affair  as  concluded,  as  I  have 
made  up  my  mind  to  ojffer  myself. 

J^arl  of  Spalding.  And  you  think  no 
doubt  can  remain  ? 

Ihike  of  JLirnberham.  Doubt !  doubt ! 
when  the  lady  is  to  become  duchess  of 
Limberham? 

Earl  if  Spalding.  Ill  bet  you  ten 
thousand  you  come  back  as  wise  as  you 
went. 

Duke  of  Limberham.  Poor  fellow !  it 
would  be  almost  too  bad  to  take  both  your 
money  and  your  mistress ;  but  you  shall 
be  indulged — Waiter !  minute  the  bet. 

Sir  Toby  Thicket.  I'll  stand  another 
ten  thousand !  . : 

.    Duke  of  Limberham.  It  is  picking  yomr 
pocket,  T^oby-rWaiter !  set  it  down. 

Colonel 


igD  MSiiiMaAjfr. 

Colonel  Muddkfym.  Htut  kofw  jtite  t)i^ 
bets  to  be  decided  ? 

JJuke  <f  IdMb^ham.  Y^ni  shiU  hsL\e 
the  baronet's  consent  in  writing  by  twdl^ 
lo'deek  Uns^ghL 

CdUmd  MuddkUnu  Wiaiter^  set  dowp 
that  the  duke  cf  LlDBJberham  is  to  pra- 
-duoe  in  this  isQosn,  befiare  twdlve  ^'dock 
to-night,  the  consent  of  sir  Herbert  Jft^u- 
ehasDf)  to  bis  grace's  mmmg^  ««lAh  his 
idau^lbter. 

Burl  of  Spalding.  But  M^ll  iJiiM:  13 
Hpi)Iy  !we  hi^  of  tbe  tMwjpfiflHy  tf»d  jit  so 
happenstiiiftt  it  is  the  jlasathitlf.  Tbe^epo- 
sent  of  the  &ther  it  \^ill  be  found  is  £ir 
&om  being  bindiitg  ufvon  llie  ^daughter ; 
If  it  had  beeH»  I  slioiiJd  toi^  ^uooeeidedL 

£)¥£;e  cfLmberiusm.  Welt  you  ^sbi^ 
have  both,  acid  Gwtnidi^  if  that  is  her 
name,  shall  bave  the  ten  thousands  <^your 
ferdship  and  Toby  to  expend  m  bauUes. 
t^  rv?tmr.  (JSxitJ 

Cohnd  Muddkt!&n.  f^g&h^iv^&^kiat 

with 


.^ith  yoat  lord^hi^  w  m  Toby.  I  ^heuld 
have  liked  another  ten,  bolt  I  dent  want 
to  offend  the  empty  coxcomb.  It  only 
wants  a  ifdaaeb^  t»mx  ;^  IshaU^an^  have 
time  to  huddle  on  my  things.     (Exeunt) 

Scene  the  Breakfast-Room  at  Sir  Herbert 
Bjeauchai^p's  House  in  Upper  JBrook^ 
Street — STiW,  a  Quarter  jMst  SioL 

Enter  th£  Duke  i^  Limberham^  Jdlcmed 

by  a  Footman. 

JFoetmafn.  My  master,  sir,  is  jtnst  «at 
down,  to  dinner. 

Suke^L/vmherham.  Verywell — -Have 
tlie;goodReBS  te  telt  him,  *sir,  that  the  dnke 
jef  LinAerham  nquesTts  the  hononr  of  see- 
ing him  for  a  few  ffioments  on  very  pai^- 
milcur  tiusiness.  v 

W^tmam.  Had  -not  ytmr  grace  better 
join  the  compaEny  in  the  dining-room; 
the  £rat«  is  only  just  saved,  and  I  fcnow 
master  does  not  like  to  be  disturbed. 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Limberkam.  No,  fellow !  do 
(as  you  are  ordered. 

JEnter  sir  Herbert  Beauchamp. 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp.  Your  grace, 
I  am  informed,  has  particular  business  to 
communicate. 

Duke  of  Limberham.  You  may  sit 
down,  baronet. 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp.  Your  grace 
will  excuse  me  if  I  request  that  as  little 
time  as  possible  be  at  present  consumed, 
unless  your  grace  will  honour  us  with  your 
company  to  dinner. 

,  Duke  of  Limberham.  Not  now,  baro- 
net. The  fact  is,  I  am  monstrously  in 
love  with  your  charming  daughter,  and 
mean  to  make  her  duchess  of  Limberham. 
I  thought  it  was  proper  to  inform  you  my- 
self of  my  intentions,  lest  you  might  doubt 
your  daughter's  good  fortune;  but  as  I 
am  a  man  of  extreme  regularity,  I  will 
just  give  you  my  consent  to  the  marriage 

in 
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in  writing  to  pi?event  any  future  mistakes, 
and  you  will  please  to  do  the  same.  You* 
will  mform  Gertrude^  that  I  will  call  upon 
lier  for  h^  oopsent  at  Usa  o'dock^this 
evehingy  and  in  the  morning  we  will 
arrange  the  settlements,  which  will  in 
e¥^y  respect  be  according  to  the  state 
and  dignity  to  which  I  shall  exalt  her.  It 
was  never  my  intention  to  degrade  my- 
self with  a  cc»nmoner,  .but  I  hear  so  good 
an  nceoimt  of  Gertrude,  and  I  ha\'e  been 
Vild  that  she  is  really  very  handsome. 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchxmp.  Then  your 
groee  is  a  stmger  to  her  ? 

IMce  of  Litaherkam.  Oh,  eertamly  i 
But  you  will  say  that  I  have  conceived  a 
viole&t  paasion  for  her  from  report. 

Sir  Herbert  JSeauckamp.  Your  gmoe 
wiUL  pardon  me  if  I  decline  any  interfe- 
rence in  what  concerns  my  daughter's 
happiness,  until  I  have  it  from  herself  that 
the  assiduities  and  attentions  of  those  who 
)ipiH>ur  her  with  their  regard,  in  some  re- 
C|)eet  Mwrd  widi  htf  indinations* 

VOL.  III.  K  Duke 
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Duke  of  Limberham.  Very  good,  ba- 
ronet :  She  is  a  girl  of  sense,  and  yoii  are 
a  man  of  sense,  baronet.  Tell  Gertrude 
I'll  call  at  ten — Good-day,  baronet — ^Ten 
o'clock ! 

Scene,  sir  Herbert  Beauchamp's  dining-^ 
room.    (The  cloth  removed.) 

Lady  JSeatichamp.  Why,  Herbert,  you 
seem  pleased  with  your  visitor. 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchmap.  I  have  rea- 
son,  Matilda — hojiours  are  showering  upon 
us  apace.  Gertrude  has  refused  abunduice 
of  ^arls,  viscounts,  and  barons,  to  some 
purpose — ^Hold  up  your  head,  Gertrude ; 
you  are  to  be  duchess  of  Limberham. 

Gertrude  Beavchamp.    Indeed,  papa ! 
and  pray  who  .told  you  so  ? 
-  Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp.     The   best 
authority  in  the  world — ^his  grace  himself. 

Gertrvde  Beauchamp.  That  was  his 
particular  business? 

Sir  Herbert  Beatichamp.  Nothing  else. 
His  grace  will  be  here  at  ten  to  announce 

to 
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to  yoAirself  the  hcmour  he  intends  you»  and 
to-morrow  the  settlements  will  be  arran- 
ged. 

Gertrude  BeatLchamp.  And  the  nup- 
tials immediately  aflter  ?  How  delightfiil ! 
— ^And  pray  where  has  his  grace  seen  me  ? 

Sir  Herbert  JSeanckamp.  In  his  mind's 
eye,  from  a  picture  drawn  by  report 

Gertrude  JSeatichccmp.  At  ten  o'clock  ? 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchump.  At  ten  he 
calls  to  receive  your  consent,  hot  to  ask 
it  He  seems  to  apprehend  that  you  are 
a  woman  of  sense;  refusal,  therefore,  as 
I  am  sure  you  would  be  anxious  to  de- 
serve his  grace's  good  opinion,  is  out  of 
the  question. 

JLady  Beauchamp.  And  pray,  Herbert, 
what  answer  did  you  give  ? 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp:  The  same, 
Matilda,  that  I  have  invariably  given  un- 
der similar  circumstances — ^that  it  was  for 
my  daughter,  not  for  me,  to  decide  on  so 
delicate  a  question. 

Gertrude  BeaucJuvmp    (pressing  her 

K  2  father's 
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father's  hand).    Thank  you,  papa ;  but 
you  could  not  refuse  a  duke? 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp.      No,    Ger- 
trude, I  left  that  for  you  to  dd. 
I    Gertrude  Beauchamp.  Then,  upon  my 
honour,  papa,  I  wish  you  had  saved  me 
the  trouble.     I  fear  I  shall  offend. 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp.  Well>  Ger^ 
trude,  all  I  wish  is,  that  the  right  man 
would  present  himself,  and  that  you  would 
make  him  happy. 

,  Gertrude  Beauchamp.  Time  enough, 
my  dear  papa — :You  always  tell  me  that 
my  heart  shall  decide,  and  vty  heart,  at 
•least,  is '  beyond  my  own  control ;  I  may 
perhaps  keep  it  at  pleasure,  but  I  cannot 
^ve  it  at  pleasure.  \JEloDeunt. 

Scene^  sir  Herbert  Beauchamp's  draw- 
ing-roam.  Ten  o'clock.  The  baronet, 
his  wife  and  daughter^  dressed,  and  pre* 
pared  to  go  to  a  party. 

Enter  a  Foopnan. 
Footman.    The  dnk^  of  Lxipbiesliain. 

Duke 
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Duke  ofLimherham.  You  see,  baronet^ 
1  am  punctual.  I^ady  Beauchamp,  I  pre- 
sume  ?  Sit  down,  baronet — ^you  see  there's 
no  need  of  introduction.  Miss  Beauchamp, 
I  perceive  (viewing  her  tftroiigh  an  eye* 
glassj.  ^  Upon  my  soul,  baronet,  report 
has  not  done  her  justice — ^she  is  a  charm- 
ing creature.  Will  you  and  lady  Beau- 
champ leave  us  alone,  or  shall  we  retire  to 
another  apartment?  Young  folks,  you 
know,  do  not  like  more  witnesses  than 
such  as  are  absolutely  necessary  to  a  ten- 
der confession.  You  see  baronet,  I  have 
some  consideration  for  the  poor  things. 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp  (with  difficuh 
ty  restraining  a  sniile,  and  handing  lady 
JBeauchamp  to  the  back  room).  The  room 
is  at  your  grace's  service. 

IJuke  ofLimberham.  Sit  down,  my  dear ; 
don't  be  discomposed— -Delicacy  in  females 
is  highly  commendable,  but  it  may  be  car- 
ried  too  far.  I  see  your  papa  has  told  you, 
but  111  spare  your  blushes  as  much  as  pos- 
sible.     I  dare  say  the  honour  was  as  unex- 

K  3  pected 
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pected  to  you  as  it  was  to  liim,  but  I  can- 
not bear  to  keep  a  fluttering  heart  in  sus- 
pense ;  it  is  unkind  and  unmanly.  It  is 
for  that  reason  that  I  present  you  with  the 
most  unequivocal  proof  of  ray  extreme  re- 
gard* You  will  just  cast  your  eyes  over 
it — It  is  a  positive  promise  of  marriage 
under  my  own  hand,  and  it  will  save  us 
much  useless  talking  if  you  will  favour  me 
with  a  similar  paper  from  yourself. 

Qertrvde  Beauchamp.  Is*  it  for  that 
purpose  alone  that  your  grace  attaches  a 
value  to  this  paper  ? 

Duke  of  Limberham.  Certainly,  my 
dear — -for  nothing  else. 

Geftrude  Beauchamp.  Then,  my  lord 
duke,  I  will  shew  you  my  estimation  of 
its  value.     (Putting  it  behind  the  fire). 

Duke  of  Limberham.  Generous  crea- 
ture !  Then  you  rely  entirely  on  my  ho- 
nour ? 

Gertrude  Beauchamp.  Undoubtedly, 
my  lord  duke — what  can  be  a  greater  se- 
curity than  your  grace's  honour  ? 

Duke 
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Uuke  of  LtTfiberham,  .  But  I  must  iu* 
sist,  my  angel,  on  a  similar  declaration  on 
your  part.  Forms,  ray  dear,  with  us,  are  a 
little,  more  to  be  regarded  than  among  the 
common  herd  of  people. 

Gertrude  JBeauchamp._  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  refuse  assent  to  so  reasonable  a  pro- 
position* Your  grace's  declaration  was  no 
doubt  sincere  j  mine  shall  be  equally  so. 
I  am  above  deceiving  your  grace  in  the 
slightest  particular. 

DtiJce  of  Limherham.  Ten  thousand 
thanks,  my  angel ! 

Gertrude  Beaiichamp.  Pray  spare  your 
raptures,  my  lord.  Indeed,  I  am  unwor- 
thy of  the  distinguished  honour. 

Huke  of  Limherham.  You  are  worthy 
of  a  crown,  my  angel:  your  diffidence 
charms  me,  and  were  I  possessed  of  all  the 
diadems  in  Europe — ^— 

Gertrude  JSeauchamp.  Not  one,  my 
lord  duke,  would  fit  me.  But  as  your 
grace  is  desirous  of  my  sincere  deckrationr 

£  4    "  you 
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you  shall  have  it.  (Gertrude  takes  pen^ 
ink^  andpapet^y  writes  a  few  lines ^Jblds  H 
np,  and  seats  it).  Your  grace  will  par- 
don jne  if  I  request  that  what  I  now  de- 
liver may  not  be  opened  until  after  yout 
•grac0  has  retired  from  the  house. 

Duke  of  Limherham.  Your  requests, 
my  angel,  have  all  the  effects  of  sovereign 
commands^ — ^Your  little  finger — A  thou- 
sand and  a  thousand  thanks !  You  may 
come  in,  baronet !  (Enter  sir  Herbert.) 
'Now,  my  dear,  will  you  go  to  your  mam- 
ma while  your  papa  an<i  I  have  some  few 
words  together.  Well,  baronet,  I  must 
hail  you  as  my  future  father-in-law ;  yout 
daughter  has  consented  in  writing  to  make 
tne  a  happy  man,  and  you  must  do.  the 
same. 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp.  Your  gracfe 
will  allow  me  to  communicate  with  my 
daughter  previous  ? 

Ihike  qfJLimberham.  Not  at  present; 
I  am  a  little  in  a  hurry.     The  word  of  the 

duke 
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duke  of  Limberham  is  sufficient;  but  I 
must  have  your  consent,  baronet,  in  writ- 
ing, as  well  as  her's. 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp.  If  your  grace 
has  my  daughter's  consent,  it  is  quite  suffi* 
cient ;  I  shall  never  oppose  her  inclina* 
tion. 

Zhike  qflAmherham.  It  is  not  suffici- 
ent, baronet. 

Sir  Herbert  Beaitchamp^  after  some  he- 
sitation,  sits  to  the  table,  and  after  writings 
delivers  the  paper  to  the  duke^  Your 
grace  shall  be  obliged. 

Duke  of  Limberham  (reading).  "  I  here* 
by  express  my  full  and  entire  consent  to^ 
the'  marriage  of  my  daughter  Gertrude 
Beauchamp  with  the  niost  noble  the  duke 
of  Limberham^  &Ce  &c.  &c.  in  case  it  is- 
with  her  complete  approbation,  Herbert 
Beauchamp.**  Perfectly  right,  baronet; 
*  most  noble''  is  the  proper  phrase*  Good 
evening,  baronet.  To-morrow  you  may 
come  to  me  about  the  settlements  *,  yo^ 

K  5  will 
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I 

will  find  me  at  home  some  part  of  the  day 
or  other.    Good  bye.  l£!{veunt 

ScenCy  the  duke  of  LimherhanCs  sitting-' 

room. 
Enter  tJie  Duke,  followed  by  his  French 

Valet,  La  FHmle. 

Duke  of  Limber  ham.  La  Frivole,  tell 
the  coachman  not  to  drive  off;  I  shall 
-want  him  presently  to  drive  to  Brookes's. 
Well,  La  Frivole,  we  must  make  an  al- 
teration in  our  establishment.  Limber- 
ham  House  will  not  have  time  to  be  re- 
paired ;  but  it  must  be  vamped  up  for  the 
present  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
(Yawning.)  I  am  going  to  be  married, 
Lia  Frivole,  at  last. 

La  Frivole.    Le  diable ! 

Duke  ofLimberham.  It  is  very  tr^je. 
La  FrWole ;  but  the  duchess  is  a  sweet 
creature — she  will  disturb  no  one  in  the 
family.  Go,  La  Frivole;  I  jjrish  to  be 
alone. '  [^Eocit  La  Frivole. 

TJie 
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Tlie  Duke  of  lAmherhaM  (solus J.  Now 
shall  I  carry  my  triumph  unopened  ta 
Brookes'Sy  or  shall  I  just  read  it  now? 
No,  I  will  keep  it  untouched  until  I  can 
make  the  mortification  of  Spalding  and 
Toby  complete.  The  twenty  thousand 
pounds  I  shall  send  to-morrow  morning 
to  sir  Herbert  Beauchamp,  desiring  him  to 
lay  it  out  on  some  trifles  against  his 
daughter's  wedding— The  duchess  of 
Limberham  ought  to  approach  the  altaF 
with  eveiy  magnificence  which  the  world 
can  produce.  How  glorious  she  will  look 
in  her  bridal  dress!  How  tlie  mob  will 
stare  as  I  hand  her  from  the  church  to  the 
carriage  after  the  ceremony  f  I  shall  cer- 
tainly marry  her  at  church,  that  I  may 
excite  the  envy  of  the  bystanders.  And 
yet,  after  all,.  I  am  half  sorry  that  I  have 
committed  myself;  but  it  is  a  duty  In* 
cumbent  upon  me  to  preserve  my  family 
firom  extinction,  and  my  children  wiU  at 
least  say  that  I  have  given  them  a  decent 

k6  .    mother^ 
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mother,  although  her  hlood  is  not  enno- 
bled. I  think  I'll  get  Beauehamp  a  title, 
with  remainder  to  his  daughter  and  our 
second  son ;  as  far  as  looks  go,  I  do  not 
think  he  would  be  a  disgrace  to  us — he 
must  certainly  be  a  peer.  La  Frivole  tell 
the  peerage — I  mean  tell  the  coachman  to 
draw  up — And,  La  Frivole-^Tell  the  cook 
I  shall  sup  at  four,  and  perhaps  there  may 
be  half  a  dozen  of  us :  they  shall  have  a 
supper  for  their  money  in  honour  of  Ger- 
trude— iand,  La  Frivole ! Nothing." 

La  JPVivole  shrugs  his  shoulders,  takes 
a  pwick  of  snuff,  and  follows  his  master. 

JSceTiey  Brookes*s  dub-House. 
Sir  Toby  Thicket.    I  say,  Muddleton  ? 
half  past  eleven,  and  no  appearance  of  Lim- 
b«rham.     The  fool  has  been  dished. 

Earl  of  Spalding.  Depend  upon  it, 
$ir  Toby,  we  shall  not  see  him  to-night. 
We  may  liear  from  him  with  the.  money 

to-morrow; 
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to-morrow;  but  ishame  will  give  him  a 
nervous  fever,  and  confine  him  at  home 
till  he  recovers  the  tone  of  his  spirits. 

Sir  Jeffery  Diddle.  Now  I  have  great 
confidence  in  his  grace,  and  I  think  he  is 
truly  irresistible. 

Earl  of  Spalding.  If  emptiness  an3 
vanity  succeed  in  this  instance,  they  may 
indeed  be  considered  invincible.  But  I 
should  have  no  objection  to  double  or 
treble  my  bet. 

Enter  the  Duke  of  Limberham. 

Duke  of  Limberham.  Done,  Spalding ; 
treble  if  you  please ;  but  it  would  be  a 
bubble  bet.  Congratulate  me.  Muddle- 
ton  and  Diddle,  upon  my  success,  for  you 
are  disinterested !  Hang  down  your  heads, 
ye  Spaljdings  and  Thickets,  and  open  your 
pocket-books.  View  these  proofs  of  soft 
consent,  and  then  go  and  hang  or  drown 
yourselves  for  your  want  of  merit.  But 
you  shall  all  sup  with  me,  that  you  may 
at  least  pass  merrily  into  the  other  world 

Earl  of  Spalding.    Let  us  examine- 

your 
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your  proofs,  my  lord  duke ;  t  am  not  con* 
vinced  as  yet. 

Duke  of  Limberham,  I  pledge  you 
my  wordy  Spalding.  Can  you  for  an  in- 
stant  

Sir  Toby  Thicket  Your  word,  my 
lord  duke,  may  be  very  good,  as  far  as  it 
goes,  but  it  is  the  word  of  other  people  we 
want  at  present. 

Duke  of  Limberham.  Listen,  ye  incre* 
dulous — Muddleton,  read ! 

Colonel  Mv4dleton  (reading).  "  I  here- 
by express  my  fuU  and  entire  consept  tc> 
the  marriage  of  my  daughter,  Gertrude 
Beauchamp,  with  the  most  noble  the  duke 
of  Limberham^  &c.  &c.  &;c.  ih  case  it  is 
with  her  complete  approbation.  Herbert 
Beauchamp." 

Earl  of  Spalding.  Well,  I  could  have 
produced  the  same  thing  if  I  had  asked 
sir  Herbert  to  have  put  it  in  writing.. 
Where's  Gertrude's  written  qpnsent  ? 

Duke  of  Limberham  (kissing  a  sealed 
paper  J.    There,  Muddleton,  be  you  the 

breaker 
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breaker  of  the  seal  which  modesty  has  af- 
fixed to  hide  the  involuntary  dictates  of 
love. 

Colonel  Mvddleton  (reading).  "  Ger- 
trude Beauchamp  feels  herself  highly  gra* 
tified  by  the  distincticm  with  which  the 
duke  of  Limberham  has  honoured  her,  but 
regrets  that  she  is  unable  to  return  the 
proffers  of  his  grace  in  the  way  they  merit 
Gertrude  Beauchamp  has  promised  to  conv 
duet  herself  with  the  same,  sincerity  which 
has  actuated  his  grace  in  making  her  the 
offer  of  his  hand :  She  respectfully  de^ 
clines  any  further  communication  upon 
the  subject;  and  if  his  grace  should  be  of 
opinion  that  she  has  not  sufficiently  ex- 
pressed a  most  decided  refusal,  his  grace 
will  please  to  form  one  in  his  own  words.'* 

Sir  Toby  Thicket  (slapping  the  Earl 
of  Spalding  on  the  hack).  Hoicks,  hoicks ! 
my  boy !  Out  with .  your  pocket-book^ 
Spalding — ^Here,  my  lord  duke,  is  mine. 
Wmter,  bring  forward  the  minute  of  the 
bets.  Do  you  pay,  my  lord  duke,  in  bank- 

notes 
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notes  or  cheque  ?  Muddleton  and  Diddle, 
congratulate  us,  for  you  are  disinterested 
Hold  up  your  heads,  ye  Spaldings  and 
Thickets!  Come»  my  lord  duke,  lead 
away,  I  am  ready  to  dance  at  your  wed^ 
ding;    Nancy  Dawson^  <§c.  (singing J. 

Colonel  Muddleton.  I  say.  Diddle ! 
(Sir  Jeffery  Diddle  pretends  to  he  asleep.) 

Duke  oflAmherhum  (with  a  deep  sigh): 
My  lord,  there  is  a  cheque  Tot  your  de- 
mand ;  sir  Toby,  there  is  the  same. 

Sir  Toby  Thicket  Bravo!  done  like 
the  man  of  h(»iour ;  but  we'll  sup  toge* 
ther? 

Duke  ofLinberham.  You  will  excuse 
me — I  am  rather  nervous;  my  finger  is 
again  painful,  and  I  feel  the  effects  of  hav« 
ing  omitted  my  draughts.     Good  night 

\^Ea!eunt. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


**  i^##  i#»*i*^»#i»»» 


In  which  thtre  is  more  of  talking  than  of  acting. 

The  repeated  rejection  of  the  most  eligi- 
We  offers  in  point  of  rank  and  fortune, 
many  of  which  were  also  unexceptionable, 
so  far  as  personal  accomplishments  and 
,  character  were  concerned,  were  viewed, 
both  by  sir  Herbert  and  bis  wife,  with  a 
considerable  degree  of  surprise,  and,  in  one 
or  two  instances,  with  feelings  of  mortifi- 
cation. The  earl  of  Spalding^  in  particu- 
lar, was  a  nobleman  universally  respected 
and  admired  for  those  qualities  which  da 
honour  to  rank,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
pride  of  ancestry  was  softened  down  by 
that  urbanity  of  disposition,  which  both 
concealed  and  exposed  the  favourite  of 
fortune. ,  He  was  remarkably  handsome, 

well- 
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well-informed,  and  accomplished.  Uar-' 
ing  a  long  minority,  he  had  been  trained^ 
under  the  inspection  of  an  amiable  mo- 
ther, to  tho$e  virtues  which  adorn  the  man. 
His  heart  had  been  a  prize  for  which  con- 
tending females  had  long  struggled  in  vainr 
it  was  proof  against  the  common  allure- 
ments, and  continued  unmoved,  until  his 
meeting  with  Gertrude  Beauchamp. 

To  a  young  female  entering  into  life, 
the  attentions  of  a  man  like  lord  SpaV 
ding  could  not  fail  of  being  somewhat  gra- 
tifying: they  acted  towards  Gertrude  in 
a  twofold  capacity,  for  his  conversation 
was  not  only  instructive  and  amusing, 
but  his  lordship's  dignified  manner  freed 
her  from  the  intrusion  of  empty  coxcombs 
and  conceited  fops.  Both  sir  Herbert  and 
lady  Beauchamp  had  watched  the  grow- 
ing intimacy  with  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion; the  eari  had  entirely  met  their 
wishes,  and  had  won  the  hearts  of  every 
one  except  the  person  most  concerned. 
Every  encouragement  was  aSbrded  to  the 

earl. 
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earl,  and  his  union  with  their  daughter  was 
anxiously  expected. 

The  earl  had  early  made  a  friend  of  the 
.parents,  and  had  requested  their  interpo- 
sition in  his  favour. — **  Win  our  daugh* 

r 

ter,'*  was  the  ccmstant  reply,  "  and  our 
consent  is  certain;" 

**  But,  dear  lady  Beauchamp,  recollect 
how  encouraging  to  the  lover  to  have  the 
parents'  knowniSupport^" 

"  It  cannot  be,  my  lord ;  the  agreement 
with  our  child  is  sacred:  Gertrude  ha^ 
pledged  herself  that  her  choice  shall  never 
be  contrary  to  our  wishes,  and  we  aie- 
equally  pledged  to  consult  her  inclinations, 
and  in  no  way  to  direct  them." 

The  earl  of  Spalding  was  indefatigable 
.  in  his  assiduities ;  he  was  her  shadow  at 
public  places,  and  her  attendant  at  parties. 
.  The  refusal  which  had  invariably  succeed- 
ed every  attempt  at  conciliating  her  fa- 
vour had  at  last  left  the  field  nearly  in  the 
earl's  sole  possession.  Gertmde's  heart,  if 
touched  at  all,  was  never  moved  in  Lon- 

don; 
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don ;  the  subject  of  loVe  had  become  sicK 
ening  and  nauseous ;  it  had  been  admini^ 
tered  to  her  in  every,  way,  but  in  no  way 
was  it  at  all  palatable.  The  earl  of  Spald- 
ing had  received,  what  many  might  have 
considered  as  marks  of  favour,  for  Gef- 
trude  listened  to  him  with  peculiar  atteri- 
tion,  and  her  eyes  brightened  when  his 
presence  relieved  her  from  disgusting  ina- 
nity. But  the  earl's  chief  attraction  with 
Gertrude  was,  that  from  the  earliest  period 
of  their  acquaintance,  to  the  hour  in  which, 
like  the  rest,  he  had  received  his  dimiis- 
sal,  he  had  never  made  the  slightest  allu- 
sion to  a  personal  attachment. 

The  rejection  of  the  eari  of  Spalding 
led  sir  Herbert  to  conclude  that  the  heart 
of  his  daughter  was  already  engaged,  dv 
that  it  was  completely  proof  against  the 
attacks  of  mankind.  Had  rank  been  her 
object,  the  duke  of  Limberham  would 
have  conferred  it. 

**  I  fear,  Matilda,"  said  the  baronet  one 
day  to  his  wife,  "  that  Gertrude  is  a  prey 

to 
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to  a  seeret  passion.  Yet  with  whom  ?  Slie 
has  not  held  the  least  intercourse  without 
9ur  knowledge,  nor  does  she  appear  to 
have  the  slightest  portion  of  concesdment. 
Her  candour  and  opeoraess  are  still  unal- 
tered ;  and  her  spirits,  except  when  ahe  is 
a  prey  to  actual  fatigue^  have  their  eus« 
tomary  degree  of  exuberance.** 

**»  Did  you  mark  her  conduct,  Herbert^ 
on  Arthur's  late  appearance  at  Beauchamp? 
^t  struck  me  that  it  was  not  exactly  like 
))erself.*'  . 

"  Poor  fellow !  we  were  all  rejoiced  to 
see  him.  Gertrude's  heart  is  warm,  and 
joy  has  various  ways  of  working  upon  the 
mind.  You  know  he  was  like,  ti  brother 
to  her,  and  the  remembrance  of  many 
childish  incidents  must  have  rushed  upon 
her  inind  upon  her  seeing  him  so  unex* 
pectedly." . 

"  At  all  eyents,  it  is  very  strange;  and 
I  wish,  Herbert,  that  you  would  endea- 
vour to  sound  Gertrude's  inclinations,  for 

if 
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if  she  is  insensible  to  love,  I  can  hardly 
think  that  she  is  our  child." 

'  **  And  yet»  Matilda,  we  are  proud 
enoagh  of  her.  Besides,  I  am  convinced 
that  Gertrude's  pride  will  always  prevent 
her  from  giving  way  to  an  attachment 
which  her  understanding  condemns — ^Butl 
am  truly  sorry  that  she  rejected  lord  Spald* 
ing.  He  has  been  with  me  this  morning, 
to  beg  that  he  may  be  received  on  his 
former  footing,  promising  never  again  to 
offend  in  a  similar  way. — By-the-bye,  he 
gives  a  most  whimsical  account  of  the 
transactions  of  yesterday,  in  which  his 
grace  of  Limberham-  made  a  most  conspi- 
cuous  figure.  His  grace  is  this  morning 
unwell,  and  talks  of  going  to  Lisbon,  ei- 
ther for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  or  the 
restoration  of  his  consequence — Bu  I, 
shall  reserve  the  account  till  I  can  give  it  to 
you  and  Gertrude  after  dinner.  His  grace 
has  enriched  the  pockets  of  lord  Spald- 
ing and  sir  Toby  Thicket  to  the  amount 

of 
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of  ten  thousand  pounds  to  each,  on  the 
scOTe  of  his  success  last  night." 

*^  I  n6ver  apprehended  that  lord  Spald- 
ing was  a  gamester.^ 

*'Nor  I ;  and  he  took  extraordinary  pains 
to  convince  me  that  he  was  not  addicted 
to  that  dangerous  propensity.  The  poppy- 
ish  behaviour  of  the  duke  had  almost  rous- 
ed his  resentment ;  and,  as  he  states,  he 
ventured  to  sustain,  even  in  this  way,  the 
high  opinion  he  entertained  of  Gertrude's 
independent  mhid." 

/*  But  it  must  be  far  from  gratifying  to 
her  to  be  the  subject,  not  only  of  a  .club- 
house conversation,  but  of  dub-hoUse 
wagers.** 

"True,  Matilda,  but  men  will  be  men, 

■ 

and  female  delicacy  of  sentiment  would  in 

vain  be  looked  for  in  the  opposite  sex." 

*•  But  surely  you,  Herbert "* 

^  —Answer  for  yourself,  Matilda ;  but 

do  not  judge  of  mankind  by  what  you  sup^ 

pose  your  husband  to  be.** 

^  This  is  a  new  doctrine,  Herbert." 

«  Never 
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^  "  Never  mind :  We  bare  a  duq^ter 
to  establish  in  the  worid — Gertrude,  my 
good  lady,  is  not  without  her  faults." 

"  And  pray,  Herbert,  where  are  they  ?'^ 
.  **  Nay,  I  know  not ;  but  I  fear  the  m»- 
riage  of  the  man  without  stain  to  the  wo- 
man without  blemish  will  neither  happcsi 
In  your  time  nor  in  tl^at  of  your  daughter. 
But  you  did  not  retunn  npke  Arthur's  last 
letter,  aaad  1  had  not  half  read  it,  when 
you  took  it  out  of  my  hand-^Does  he  say 
when  he  expects  to  be  in  England  ?" 
<  *^  He  says  he  thinks  it  will  be  shortly, 
for  he  fears  his  health  is  suffering.'* 

**  Poor  fellow !  t  should  be.  scwrry  for 
that  All  that  I  wonder  at  is^  that  it^  facing 
death  so  oiWn,  he  has  never  com^  into 
contact  with  him,  for  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  wounded." 

"  Providence,  Herbert,  has .  been  his 
shield)  and  has  reserved  him  for  mace  glo- 
rious purpofiie^." 

"  He  has  already  glory  sujBicient  to  sa- 
tisfy A  «ja^ra,^  towl;  for  ng^cdy  does 

any 
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any  account  arrive  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean in  which  he  is  not  mentioned  in 
terms  of  praise,  I  treralble  at  l\i&  com- 
mencement of  every  dispatd),  for  I  fear 
that  before  I  get  to  the  close,  I  shall  see 
him  announced  as  a  victim  ta  his  un- ' 
daunted  bravery .*• 

**  I  wonder  he  does  not  get  promoted.** 
"  His  extreme  youth  is  his  only  obsta- 
cle ;  ancl  were  he  to  get  prombt^,'  there 
would  be  a  considerable  difficulty  in  hb 

being  Employed.     There  would  be  some 

* 

trouble  in  selecting  lieutenants  to  be  de- 
pended  upon,  who  are  his  juniors  in  the  ' 
service;  and  I  am  sure  Arthur  would 
be  very  loth  indeed  to  see  himself  placed 
in  the  invidiQUS  situation  of  commanding 
those  who,  according  to  the  strict  rules  oft 
propriety,  ought  to  oonimand  him.** 

"  Poor  Simpson*s  conduct  was  noble  to 
him — ^But  what  did  the  worthy  old  man 
do  whieh  was  not  noUe?  I  declare  that 
had  his  whole  fortune  centered-  in  our 
childy  I  should  not  have  been  so  highly 

VOL.  III.  L  gratified^ 
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gUfJjfifi^^t  as  at  ti?(?.  igdfp9p4eijce,  with 

".IMiyw  np^  s?y»  MatilcU,  that  tho 

"  Q^Xei !  th/?y  ^e,t9  us,ia^e>iTOS,UJ»» 
vi^yje^  I^  suppose,  tfee  feipe  ojF^isc^r^^ 
lovers  has  travelled  into  lanpoln^l^re^  for 
lady:  '^^¥:'?^^.  ^.  ^■W9^^c^.  l^er.  inten- 
ti.onX  ^ingM^g.forw^i^d  hpr  two  damgh- 
^fh  WA  s^ijdjl  J  have ,  su^dent/  of  theijf 
c«flPftPy*cl^Kn4'WP9n  it,  a?  I  h^vp  no, 
d0)ibjg  t)^t.  J^^  apj^  Arajbella  Fit«s-Eu- 

8t«5?  n^oviJd.gla^y  aoQept  thp  lea:yiiig»  of 
Gertrfjflf  ^Wctapap," 

;  "J>  hope,  they  d^ngt.expeji*  to.  enter. 
ii]^^oOTnpai)y..un49r,our  auspiqgs?" 

"  J  4ft  net  see  hoiy.we  cm  avoid  >t«eat7 

ing  thfip?  wjth.  <4vjlity  awd  jfttteptipni  be- 
sides, we^.hftVfi.only..t9  iqtcQduc!e,th«m.as , 
neigWjwrs*.  levying. t^^niti^en  to  n»fce 
tl^r  piya  w^y  i^to  ajc^ely." 

"  I  om.r^jt  ash9in@d  i)f  itbe.pQttE.hwb 
p«<jb)ed.9^i$oai}nt."- 


I   . 


"  That  is  liis'  misfertane,  H&rbett,  notf 
his  fault* • 

*•  And^  tkatj  Matildk,  is-  an  etpfession 
which  is-  worn  completely  threadbare.'*' 

*•  Then  thank  Heaven,  Herh^,  that  it 
is  not  your  lot;*' 

^  •*  How  do  r  know  that  it  is  not?  Lady 
and  l(»*d  Thirfield  almost  always  agree  iii 
opimon,  and  you  and  I^  Matilda,-  seldom 
diflfet;** 

"  Why  do  you  persist  in  always  giviitg' 
the  ♦  viscountess  the  precedence  whenever 
you  name  them  ?* 

**  Because  every  one  else  does  the  same: 
Custom  is  the  second  kiw  of  nature-:  it  has 
reconciled  lord  Thirfield  and  me  to  our  re- 
spective lots,  and  it  has  stamped  validity^ 
upon  lady  Thirfield's  name  bdng  the  finst 
in  thiB  list    But  I  do  not  see  the  use,  Ma- 

4 

tiida,  of  persevering  in  our  ^present  round  ^ 
of  company :  we  are  equally  distant  from 
the  goal  as  we  were  at  the  commencew 
ment    For  my  own  part,  I  am  heartily 

l2  sick 
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sick  and  tired  of  being  ^temsSly^  dragged 
from  post  to  pillow."  *'  ' 

**  Not  naore  so,  Herbert,  than  I  -am ; 
but  we  must  not  give  up  during  the  isea- ; 
son,  at  all  events.  Independent,  however, 
of  the  necessity  which  exists  of  perseve- 
ring for  the  present,  I  do  not. yield  up  all 
hope  of  Gertrude's  fixing  herself" 

"  But  I  do;  and  I  declare  that  in  my 
opinion  she  is  more  likely  to  do  so  when 
left  to  herself,  than  in  being  qonstantly 
exposed  iq  situationsvto/sef  ^nd  be  seen." 

i^^Jtis  time  to  dress  for  dinner,  and  we 
have  wandered  stEaii^y  ^  fiom  the  first 
ppiiit  of  oiir  conversation;  but  t still  wish 
that  you  would  endeavour  to  reason  •  with 
the  dear  girl,  and  try  if  you  can  discover 
any  seeds  of  a  latent  attachment." 

.  **.  I  will  certainly  try,  Matilda,  although 
I^^m-cpnvinced  that  my  labours  will  be 
ufelessi'^  - ' 


CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


Containing  a  Detail  of  some  of  the  Disadvantages 
sioiuraily  attendant  on  Youth,  Wealth,  and 
Beauty,  when  they  happen  to  be  unluckily  cen- 
tered in  the  same  Female. 

It  was  some  days  before  sir  Herbert  could 
get  a  favourable  opportunity  for  holding 
the  wished-for  conversation  with  his  daugh^ 
ter.  In  public  companies  or  private  pi- 
ties, Gertrude  had  Qiingle4  but  little  with 
females  of  her  own  age,  and  that  for  the 
most  obvious  reasons.  The  complete 
beauty  was  sometimes  wDUng,  by  the 
splendour  of  regular  charms,  to  lessen  the 
meed  of  admiration  which  Gertrude  ex- 
cited, by  a  dose  contrast  of  perfect  fea- 
tuns  with  the  powers  of  fascination ;  but 
the  first  look  was  directed  to  beauty — ^^he 

h  3.  second^ 
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second,  and  most  lasting,  to  Gertrude. .  Of 
the  majority  of  those  who  crowd  assem- 
blies, how  few  are  there  that  choose  to  be 
a  foil?  and  tt?^  would  not  have  suffered 
by  the  comparison,  when  placed  by  the 
side  of  Gertrude  Beatichamp  ?  Her  choice 
pf  companions,  then,  was  confined  to  her  pa- 
rents— to  those  females  who  acknowledged 
themselves  pa^  their  zenith,  and  who  had 
sons  or  nephews  to  dispose  of — and  to  such 
of  the  opposite  sex.  as  were  desirous  of 
being  fortunate  enough  to  gain  a  momen* 
taiy-attetrtion  as  her  humble  assodate. 

'From,  the  parties  in^whkh  his  wife  and 
daughter  were  present,  the  baronet  was 
seldom  absent ;  but  a  crowded  room  was 
not^the  place  for  the  quiet  desultory  chit- 
chat l^  which  the  baronet  hoped  to  develop 
his  daughtw'«  heart.  The  mornings  were 
chiefly  devoted  to  the  toilet,  or  to  pay-, 
ing  or  receiving  visits,  and  the  usual  time» 
at  which  m  Herbert  could  have  hoped  for  ' 
'his  daughter's  company,  without  formally 
sebking  it,  was  completely  occupied  by 

the 
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'€ke  dau^^  ctf  tardy  Thirfiidd,  Vho  Wefe 
eager  to  inquire  into  the  secrets  Which 
'pi^odui^d  to  Gertrude  the  general  notice 
of  fte  observers.  Tla!e  Misses  FiV^us- 
tstce  ddiisiilted  ihdr  glass,  tod  they  aiih- 
mitted  to  the  judgtiient  df '^cli  otiier,  aiid 
'6f  fbe  mother  arid  a'ufit.  TKe  features  of 
Miss  B6aticfh4ni¥>,  t&keft'sii^ly,/iv^ere  d- 
lowed  by  the  ^imikto^  and  {Jertlaps'  with 
Justice,  f 6  be  inferior  iti  i&ymrbef ry  to  thbie 
bf  her  friends ;  Jane  Si^as  as  tall,  arid  Ar^ 
bella  \kh  llie  same  dii^bisitioti  to  pliimp- 
ness:  it  was  the  habit  of  being  in  companj^, 
and  a  tire-wotnaai  of  taste^  which  m^dfe  the 
distinction.  Lady  THii^eld,  tvrith  Inde*^ 
fatigaUe  perseverance,  putstted  ©very  ctian- 
Hel  in.  which  she  coiild  enlargfe;  Ae  cirtJle 
df  her  acquaintance,  ^d  ai^'sHe  w^^  the 
bearer  of  a  titte,  her  kbou^s^  were  cx^nefcl 
with  succ^s.  Het  dattght6i«  ^ere  cef- 
tainly  hafid^Mi^  yc^tig  WcMtt^iHt,'  but  l^ 
Gertrude's  side  they  pasisecE  Mttdtictedi  - 
^  It  is  Befekuse*  Mi^*  B^tfiic^ttip  ha» 

L.  4  been- 
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been  so  muish  in  compainy^  and  is  known/"^ 
said  the  viscountess. 

They  frequented  the  houses  of  tho$e 
.  who  did  not  aspire  to  the  sphere  in  which 
.  the  ^BeauchHmps  inoved»  fmd  were  de- 
ij^ghted  with  the  homage  they  received, 
',     *'  Taste,  you  see,  Olivia,"  said  the  peer- 
ejss»  ^  is  only  to  be  found  amo^g  those 
/who  dare  to  think  for  themselves^    The 
-  bighei:  ranks  are  cso  entirely  i^wayed  by 
.  f^shion^  ttett  they  overlook  real  me^fit,  un- 
less it  chance  to  be  acknowlefiged  by.sopje 
.  ^j^tablished  leader  of  the  ton,     1/  question 
jnow*  if  Miss  Beauch^mp  would  have:  beeri 
.at  all  regarded  at  lady  Heeltap'^  assembly, 
and  yet  Jane  and  Arabella  were  almo$t 
pulled  to  pieces  by  the  crowd  of  graceful 
youths  who  contended  fpr  their  hands,  to 
« the  neglect  of  aU  the  other  feix^alea  in.  the 
f opm«    We  will  go'  to  Upper  Brook-rtrept 
this  morning,  and  we  shall  h^Ve  something 
to  say  in  pur  turn," 
While  these  observations  were  making 
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by  lady  Thirfield,  and  during  the  time 
consumed  by  Olivia  and  her  nieces  in  cor- 
responding i'emarks,  lady  Beauchamp  was 
broken  in  upon  by  an  unexpected  and 
almost  forgotten  visitor :  the  door  of  the 
bref^&st-room  opened  before  the  mom- 
ing's  meal  was  hardly  completed,  and  the 
footman  announced  the  name  of  lady 
Earlingbury. 

**  You  see,  my  dear  creature,"  cried  the 

countess,  as  she  entered,  "  as  usual,  I  do 

not  stand  upon  ceremony. — Sir  Herbert, 

your  most  obedient.    This  young  lady,  I 

suppose,  I  am  to  hail  as  the  mudi-talked- 

of'MiiSs  Beaiichamp?  if  she  were  not  here, 

•I«hiMld  3a^  something  about  her,  but  as 

it  is,  silence  must  be  praise  where  blame  is 

•impossible.     I   see  what  you  are  going 

to  say — ^You  wonder  where. I  have  been 

jvegeteting  for  this  last^-how  many  years  ? 

*for  *-I-  am    sure  I  >  forget   the    number. 

9tit»^first' of  all.  Miss  Beauchamp,  let  us 

'chSnge  places,  rfor  I  bad  rather  look  at  you 

than  at  the  looking-glass  which  is  just  op- 

'    ^  L'5  posite 
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po8ite  t9  me.    I  dedare  the  sight  of  yott 
reminds  me  of  former  times,  when 
but  I  cannot  afibrd  to  be  thoughtful." 

^^  Your  ladyship's  absence  certainly  €X9- 
cadoned  no  small  degree  c€  suirprise ^ 

**  —To  be  sure  it  did-— I  intended  it 
ahould  do  so.  I  knew  I  should  be  bede- 
viled without  mercy;  but  then  I  thought 
to  dispel  the  mist  of  open  insinuations  and 
fily  inuendoes  by  my  returning  influence  in 
the  wo]4d  of  fashion.  But  between  our- 
selves^ lord  Earlingbury  had  been  so  care- 
less a  Fhaston,  a$  to  upset  the  wheels  of 
the  machine  before  it  had  gone  half  round. 
My  lord's  close  attention  to  his  houses,  not 
c^  parliament,  but  of  gaming  and  in- 
trigue, had  driven  his  purse  into  a  gal- 
lopping  consumption,  for  which  the  phy- 
sicians prescribed  immediate  change  of  air. 
We  accordingly  went  to  Lisbon  ■  in 
North  Devonshire ;  and  re^y  this  is  the 
first  moment  I  could  make  a  decent  ap- 
pearanea  You  see,  by  iny  coming  so 
early,  that.l!  am  making  up  for  lost  time. 

Come, 


tTome,  let  mfe  khbv^  how  the  w6rld  goes; 
fot  I  have  my  lesson  to  learn  64er  again^ 
.  Tell  me  who  is  going  t6  be  divcfir6e3.  anrf, 
Miss  ieauchatnp;  tell  mi  wherf  j6uar6: 
going  to  Ife  married  ?** 

"  Preparatory  to  a  dlvoiide?**  aske3  (56^* 
tmde,  '    ^  '^* 

«  To  be  sure— How  is  it  ^sifcle  fdtdiih 
to  happen  without  the  other?*  ' 

«  If  that  is  the  cfese,"  observed  sii'  Hei^ 
bert,  "  I  think  Gertrude  &  rigHt  Ift  *j«x>f^^ 
ing  singularity.'*  '      '       ' 

**  But  the  ptospect  of  A  divorce  is  the\ 
Hfe  and  soul  of  matiTmony.    Wfcat  elifr? 
maintains  the  donaeirtic  hiarmony  of  Wit 
Bam  Drury  arid  his  wi^  lady  Gfirotihe  ?^ 

«  I  have  nbt  the  hcjiribttr  of  their'  kd^ 
quaintance^  lady  Earlingbuty ;  acfid  ^♦^^e  ai*^ 
seldom  listeners  kt  alU  ihd  rieitit  ^iJht^ 
ones,  to  tales  of  scandal,** 

"  Aye,  but  they  8h*  a  tt6ftt  sorii€fSHie*-i- 
so  you  shall  hear  one.    Driiiy  arid  larf^  . 
Caroline  had  been  at  loggetrheadii  for  s6TAk\ 
mdnths;  but  at  lord  DiddTemord's  seat^ifi 

L.&  Surrey^ 


Suneyi  tlip,JiQstll}tie$  h^  got  te  such  « 
pitch  as^^  be;  unbeairable.'  For  the  second 
tiime  in  their  lives  iiie  parties  ^t  last  agreed : 
y;0u  feinow  they  mustf  have  agreed  to  be 
married,  and  they  now  agreed  to  separate. 
WillHun  Drury  at  first  loudly  called. for 
decisive  measures,  and  insist^^  upon  a. 
clly<»:ce;  but  lady  Caroline  a&  strenuously 
refused  to  submit  to  one,  declaring  that 
she  wovtld.  bring  the  damages  down  to 
.a.&rthing  l)allad,  which  you  will  allow  is 
less  than  a  song.  Lord  Diddlemore,  who 
w:as  always  an  obedient  husband,  and  a 
^jaost  dutiful  father,  mediated,  and  pro- 
pose paJUatives,  in  the  form  o^  articles  of 
sep^ratipxi.^  His  lordship  posted  to  town 
.with;^he  utmost  expedition,  and  kept  the 
lawyers  at  work  night  and  day  till  they 
bad  fijaisbed  theii:  labours.  My  lord  then 
returned  piping-hoW  with  his  lawyer  under 
his  arm,  to  carry  the  determination  of-  all 
^he  parties  into  eSecL  My  lord  marched 
ii^to  the  room'  in  which  he  understood  hi^ 
con  was  sitting,  \?ith  all  the  dignity  and 
-  conseq^uence 
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^eonseqiience  of  an  elderly  goose — Lisititat 
behind  him^  with  his  bag  of  papers :  but 
his  lordship  had  carried  the  quarrel  to  town 
with  him,  and  it  had  not  yet  escaped  from 
the  lawyer's  bag,  for  William  i)rury  was 
calmly  seated  by  a  table,  with  lady  Caroline 
on  his  knee,  feeding  him  with  bofuiwU. 

*  Oh,  toy  lord !'  cried  lady  Caroline,'  on 
his  entrance,  ^  I  am  so  glad  you  are  comer! 
I  have  been  trying  to  coax  William  to  eat 
for  these  last  two  hours,  and  I  fear  he  is 
poorly,  and  it  really  makes  me  uneasy.' 

"  My  lord  first  viewed  himself  in  thfe 
glass;  he  then  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  fond 
pair ;  then  taking  Latitats  blue  bag,  he 
flung  it  behind  the  fire,  to  the  great  con- 
fusion of  the  little  lawyer,  who  had  othe'r 
papers  in  it :  having  done  all  this,  he  stalk- 
ed majestically  to  the  door.  Latitat  seized 
the' flaming  bag,  and  flew  after  his  lord- 
ship in  search  of  water  to  quendi  com- 
bustibles of  more  sorts  than  one.  The 
scene  had  the  effect  of  raising  an  emotion 
of  surprise  in  tlie  breast  of  lady  Caroline, 

for 
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ioir  Iier  inqttirjr  td  hec.  Intsfaand  ^  was^-^ 
*  Bless  me,  my  dear  William,  Athat  caii 
possibfy  be  the  matter  vrith  ybnr  fadi^x?! 
.  V  •*  Aad  you  iMsk^  lady  EarKrigbiiry/*^ 
said  sir  Harb^rt,.  *^  tbat  tliis:  is  a  Useilil 
lesson  to  an  munam^'  worhaa?" 

"^  Certainly!    Itttaches -" 

The  footiosH  put  an  end  to.  the  dolin- 
tessi^  barangue,  by  giving  adnnssion  tt> 
lady  Tkixfidd,  ber  daughter's,  and  their 
aunt 

**  Allow  me,  kdy  Eariirigbary,,  to  m-^ 
tfodoce  to  you  my  fiiend  the  viscountess 
Thirfield,  her  daughtSers  Hie  Misses  Fit:^ 
Eustace,  and  Miss  JGrUmor." 

**  The  countess  of  Eailmgbury — ^lady 
Thirfield,- 

Lady  ThirBeld's  ooohtenance  brighten-- 
ed  with  pleasure  at  this  extension  of  her 
acquaintance  witii  a  personage  of  such  fe- 
•hi<»able  notoriety.  The  countess  as  well 
as  the  viscountess  were  profhse  in  their 
expressions  of  regard  towards  every  one 
who  poisessed  the  h%ily.c!stiinablefiieikU 

ship 
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dnp  of  kdy  Beancbionp.  Llidy  Thirfidd 
was,  ind^ied,  so  completely  oecupied  by 
this  happy  occurrence,  that  she  sixAosp 
forgot  the  main  object  of  her  visit,  whidr 
Wd)s  to  announce  the  marked  distinction 
which  Jane  and  Arabella  had  exj^erienc^ 
at  the  assembly  of  lady  Heeltap. 

**  They  were,  I  can  assure  you,''  s^d  thfe 
visoountess  the  first  opportunity,  "not- 
withstanding they  ai^e  both  present,  more 
particularly  admired  t&to  any  othet  fe- 
males in  the  room."  :     ^ 

"  Lady  who,  did  you  s^y  ?"^  asked  lady 
Eailingbury. 

"  Lady  Hedtap,  in  Tavistoek-square ;: 
there  was  a  prodigious  crowd  of  &shion- 
ables,'' 

**  Heeltap  I  Heeltap ! — Let  me  consider. 
Oh,  I  remember^— Her  husbmd  was  a 
tailor  and  dopseUer  in  the  Minories,  de- 
puty of  Candlewiok  Ward,  head  of  the 
barber's  company,  and  one  of  Peg  Nichol- 
son's knights^    I  tliink  1  have  heard  that 

she 


^dfi  BEAUCHAMP. 

she  gives  a  hop  sometimes  to  the  city  ap* 
prentices  and  their  sweethearts.**  I       , .    r 

Sir  Herbert;  little  as  he  was  indihed.toi 
scandal,  oonld  not  help  being  amused 
with  the  consternation  which  was  evi- 
dently depicted  on  the  countenances  of  the 
fair  females  of  Loughton  Grange.  Lady 
Thirfield  sought  relief  fsom  her  sister  and 
her  daughters,  who  were  as' much  in  want 
of  it  as  herself.  **  Ci*y  apprentiees*^  rung 
in  their  ears,  and  danced  before  their  eyes. 
The  swelling  bosom  of  lady  Thtrfie^ 
called  for  relief,  and  relief  was  only  t6  be^ 
had  from  inhaling  the  fresh  air ;  she  rose  up, 
atammered  out  some  apologies,  and  (Pro- 
ceeded to  her  carriage,  hardly  hearing  the 
invitation  of  the  mischievous  countess  to 
Earlingbury  House. 

•*  Upon  my  word,  lady  Earlingjbujy,** 
•said  sir  Herbert,  smMii^,  ^  yol^^sffe  vef^ 
cruel.  Why  not  leave  them .  ih  ^  ha|>py 
•ignorance?" 

^  Ignorance  of  what  T  .  .v.  a 

«  Of 
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•"  ^  Of  the  quality  of  thrir  last  nights 
entertainar," 

"  Why,  do  you  hnagine  that  I  know 
anythmg  about  the  lady  WhatVher- 
name?'* 

«  Did  you  not  ?'' 

"  I  never  beard  of  her  before ;  but  I 
apprehended,  by   her    ladyship   and   her 
tribe  coming  so  early  m  themornfaig,  that 
they  had  the  same  object  in  yiew  with 
myself;  and  as  admiration  seemed  to  he 
.all  in  all  with  them,  I  was  willing  they 
.  should  have  a  dose  that  would  last  them 
some  time;    But  npw,  sir  Herbert,  I  will 
tell  you  my  ol^ject»  and  the  reason  why 
.1  stormed  the  castle  at  such  an  unseason- 
able hour':   I  mean  to  engross  your  wife 
.  and  your  charming  daughter  for  the  who^e 
day;   and  I  dare  say  lady  -  ThirjBeld  iij,. 
tended,  if  she  could,  to  do  the  very  same 
:  thing.     Between  ourselves,  I  don't  much 
.blame  her. — ^Where;sl|^  we  go  to-day?" 
.)  .  The  keen  penetrating  eyes  of  lady  Ear- 
lingbury  presented  an  interchange  of  looks 

between 


Ijetw^n  the  Beauchamps,  Bift  after 'a  mo- 
ment's pause,  sir  Herbert  pleaded  life 
indisiKisition  df  his  daughter. 

**  Then,  my  dear  sir  Herbert,  what  can 
she  possibly  do  better  than  seek  he^Yth  m 
the  open  air?" 

'0(fertrude  toot  her  father's  hint,  an  A  after 
lafai^ntmg  her  disappointment,  ^  iasSui^ 
lady  Earlihgbary  that  Ishe  had  befen  *> 
fatigued  arid  worn  out  by  late  hourij  arid 
dissipation,  th&l  rest  i^ras  absolutely  nede6* 
'SM:y ;  and  it  had  heih  her  mother's  &iteiU 
tion  neither  to  see  any  one,  hor  t6  ^go  outv 
till  her  streiigth  had  returned  to  h6r. 

*  I  can  ^^sure  your  ladyship,**  isaid  lady 
Beauchamp,  "  that  GertrucJe  is  rt6t  oVet- 
ratiiig  lifer  illness.  H^d  ydu  not  krAv&i  at 
the  instant,  the  orders  would  hkve.  befeti 
jgiven  for  a  denial  to  ev'ery  oile.^ 

**  Well,  I  cannot  hetp  myself;  and  sihde 
I  cantiot  eAjoy  pleasure  from  you,  I  am 
sorry  I  sent  away  lady  Thiifield,  for  I 
might  have  extracted  amuse&nent  from  her 
taoid  her  cubs. — ^Buj^  adieu ;   Itnd  mind, 

that 


that  the  il^t  time  I  shall  tiakft  ho  re- 
fusal." 

*•  Pdor  thing !''  said  sir  Hefhert,  as  soon 
Bs  hUf  fiarlingbury's  carriage  liad  driven 
from  the  door;  *•  She  catries  an  aching 
heart  under  a  cfaeerfiil  visage.  It  is  diM* 
cult  to  say  what  ishe  might  have  been,  h\it 
1  rea31y  think  the  conduct  of  her  ladyshi|> 
through  life,  however  i^prehensible,  fe 
more  to  b^  lamented  than  l^ained.  United^ 
to  a  man  in  early  life,  who  was  indapahfe 
of  appredatllig  her  Vdue;  ahd  who  set  her 
iadrift  in  the  world  without  rudder  or  cooi- 
pass,  it  is  no  wondar  that  she  somethnes 
foundered.  But  it  is  necessary,  for  the 
sake  of  <ebnsistency,  Matilda,  that  yoii 
should  now  be  denied  to  evety  body;  a 
day*s  quietness  will  be  to  us  a  day  of  real 
enjoytnent.'* 

The  necessary  orders  werfe  given  just  fti 
time,  as  a  moment  after  a  thundering 
knock  at  the  door  wai^iied  them  that  Ihey 
had  but  barely  escaped  the  threatehed  in- 
terview with  lady  Chickenly/ who,  ac- 
cording 
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.Girding  to  her  promise,  had  brought  "  her 
Biddyford." 

i  "  Do  you  mean  to  encourage  lady  Chic- 
j  kenly 's  hopes,  Gertrude  ?*'  said  her  father. 
•*  See  what  an  advantage  ^  lady  Thirfidfl 
possesses  in  a  meek  helpmate;  a&^Iady 
Chickenly  says  that  you*  may  have  your 
own  way  in  every  thing;  ^  and  this  you 
cannot  expect  in  an  everx-day  husband/' 

'**  Would  you  wish  me  such  a  husband^ 
papa?"     /  ;  r  '  ; 

Lady  !]^iichamp  Te^^getbA  that  she 

.  hftd  i^ome  orders  to  give,  and  left;  tfie  room, 

satisfied  that  nothii^  was  likely  to  iuter- 

.  rqpt  the  discourse  which  ^e  w^  anxious 

.  stould  take  place  between  h^  iiusband 

and  Gertrude.  .     •  - 

»  ^  .  •  • 

"  Nay,  Gertrude,"^  said  sir  Hertwiv  "  it 

is  you  that  are  to  be  married;,  not  J ;  and 

believe  me,  my  dear  girl,  I  wish  from  my 

.  soul  that  3'^our  choice  was  fixed.     I  fear 

you  may  live  a  long  while  before  you  meet 

with  offers  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  so 

.eligible  in  ^ery  respect    Mind,  1  say,  in 

:  .  ntff 
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my  opinibn,*becaSi^^  notMng  can  be  more 
distBnt  from  my  thoughtis  Itllari  the  least 
idea  of  even  leading  your  inclinations. 
But  yet  it  appears  strange  that  a  youn^  J^ 
woman  should  refuse  the  advances  whibli 
would  be  hastily  embraced,  I  am  bdid  to  * 
sayi  "by  every  unmarried  female  in  Ldifi- 
don.''  '        '  . 

"  You  mention  our  agreement,  my  dear 
father^  and  that  renders  my  allusion  to-'it ' 
on  my  part  unnisc^sary.  You  are  anxiotts 
tl|^^r:^oult  be  marrled,^  htid  I  declare  to 
you  1-have  no  aversidri  to  se&Hiirg  myself 
for  life,  whenever  fate  thiows'in  niy  way 
a  man  whom  I. could  mot  only  respect  but 
Ice^e  ir^i':WLy,  d^  fether,  tove^  in  the 
CQmwon  acceptation  of  the  word,  but  af-  » 
f^tion  founded  upon  esteem,  and  the  • 
transfer  of  tfe.  heart,  from  conyiction 
alone  that  it  is  conferred  where  its  worth 
will  be  siifBciently  appreciatefd.  The  dy- 
ing  charge  .0f  my  respected  godfather  is 
deeply  im]^^ted.on  my  mind.;  and  I  can 
asjsure  you  that  I  have  in  bo  case  given  a 

refusal 
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refusal  withaut  seriausly  questioning  my« 
self  as  to  the  possil^ty  or  impossibility 
of  being  happy  with  the  manbtfaat  has  ho* 
npured  to«e  with  his  notice.** 

'^  Axk^y^t^  in  our  widely-extended,  dr- 

.  **  — Excuse  me,  my  dear  father,  for  the 
interruption,  but  it  may  save  us  many 
words— I  have  never  seen  the  man  in  Lon- 
don whom  I. should  choose  to  xnarry--— •* 
-r-Nor  in  the  country  ?" 
What  opportunities  have  I  had  there- 
of  mixing  with  society  ?  and  who-  were 
those  which .  the  country  aJSbrded  as  asso- 
ciates to  you  and  my  mother  ?** 

"  True,  Gertrude*  Then  we  are  to 
consider  that  your  heart  is  at  your  own 
disposal?  The  fact  is,  that  the  round  of 
company  in  which  we  have  been.  Engaged 
has  not  afforded  you  the  opportunity  of 
obtaining  that .  insight  into  the  character 
of  those,  that  have  addressed  you»  which 
you,,  perhaps,,  from  a  principle  of^  dedi- 
caey  and  cautito^  consider  ta  be  neeejssasry. 

But, 
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But,  in  viewing,  every:  oxiq  with  an  exeess 
of  suspicion,  you  may  overlook  real  mwt^ 
apd  plac^  an  effectual  l^arrier,  to  the  admis- 
sion of  fayo^]9bl$  sentiments." 

**  N-Qj.not  sq;   I  aip  perfectly  idiv^tp. 
ypm:  wishes,  and  an¥:i9us  to  m^t  them,. 
I:  am  not.  blind  to  peifsQQal  and  mental 
apcQmpli^lm^ntl,  but  when  thjey  are  p^- 
s^t€4  h^9ve  me,  I  involuntarily  compai^- 
them- — -•* 

« —With  .whom?" 

"  With  whom  ? Oh,  no.  onei— A. 

b^i^  existing  in  my  mind's  eye— -No 
oUier,  indeed,  papa!'- 

"  Qki  then,  your  suitorjs  are  all  tried  hy 

the.  te§t  o£  visionary,  p^ectioji  ?  But  d^r . 

scend,  my  goddess,  from  the  doudsr-quit 

the  gnomes. and  genii,  and  content  ypur- 

sejf*  with  simple  mortality.    Oh,  Gertrude, 

(iertrude!  let  up^in  Gpd's  naqae,  tajce  leave 

of  the.  Regions,  .of  romanpe.  and  fiction,  and 

suhinit .  to.  pkm  oominonrsense,  ere  the 

^asepwg  ,yf»i:&  ^»rp.  ypu  of  hftving  sacrir 

ficed 
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ficed  your  happiness  and  comfort  to  empty 
chimeras." 

"  But  I  am  not  yet  so  very  old,  and 
perhaps  my  ideas  are  not  so  extravagant 
as  you,  my  dear  father,  nlay  imagine. 
Love,  you  know,  is  an  independent  sort 
of  a  personage,  and  one  that  will  not  suf- 
fer  himself  to  be  controlled.  My  mamma 
says  that  my  time  is  not  yet  come ;  but  I 
am  sure,  when  Love  does  pay  me  a  visit,  I  • 
shall  not  shut  the  door  in  his  face. — ^Caii ' 
I  say  more  ?" 

*'  Why,  yes ;  I  think  you  can  not  only 
promise  to  receive  him  cordially  when  he 
forces  his  way,  but  you  can  also  promise 
to  remove  the  fortifications  which  prevent 
his  near  approach.'* 

"  Will  you  be  satisfied  if  I  try  ?  But, 
you  know,  that  though  I  may  desarve 
success,  I  cannot  command  it.'* 

"  Then,  as  a  first  step,  I  have  a  &vour  ' 
to  beg  on  the  part  of  a  discarded  swain — 
Nay,  don't  look  graye;  if  your  .heart  is 

your 
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your  own,  you  wiU  not  deny  me;  if  it  is 
not  your  own,  you  have  4^eiV'ed  me  " 

^*  Well,  papa,  but  I  cannot  deny  it,  or 
consent  to  it,  unless  I  know  what  it  is." 

'^  It  is  simply  this^  Geitnide — that  you 
will  forget  that  the  earl  of  Spalding  ha& 
ventured  to  break  t]biroug]^  the  bjwitd^ 
which  for  so  many  month?  had  k^pt  him 
at  a  respectful  distance,  and  that  yq^  wiU 
admit  him,  not  in  the  capacity  of  9  rer 
ceived  lover,  but  in  that  of  a  familiar 
friend.  You  appear  serious^  Gertruder-4S 
the  request  so  very  unreasonable  ?" 

«  My  dear  papa,  pi^y  pardon  me,  but 
indeed  I  never  can  unite  myself  where 
my  heart  cannot  be  ceoiQenied.  I  have  a 
great — a  very  great  re^>ect  for  the  earl  of 
Spalding,  but  I  cannot  view  him  as  a  hus- 
band; and  I  should  be  unwilling  that  a 
renewal  of  the  intercourse  should  tempt 
bim  to  encourage  hopes  that  will  most 
assuredly  be  disappointed;  besides,  he- 
would  appear  in  an  equivocal  capacity.'' 

TOL.ni.  M  "Tliat, 
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**  That,  Gertrude,  is  his  affair.  As  you 
have  never  seen  the  man  you  could  like, 
you  cannot  surely  refuse  the  proffered 
friendship  of  one  who  is  an  honour  to  his 
country  and  his  rank,  and  whose  under- 
standing, as  you  well  know,  Gertrude,  is 
a  liftk  above  the  common  stamp,  particu- 
larly as  you  will  have  the  solemn  pledge 
c^  a  man  of  honour  that  what  has  passed 
t^'all  not  be  repeated/' 

"  Still,  my  dear  father,  I  think  it  would 
he  B&  well  avoided." 

"  Then,  hear  me,  Gertrude,  and  when 
fovL  have  heard  me,  I  will  leave  you  to 
act  as  you  think  proper.  I  will  not  dis- 
guise from  you  the  hope  I  entertain  that 
the  conversation  of  a  man  of  sense  may 
by  degrees  wean  you  from  your  airy  vi- 
sions, and  teach  you  to  estimate,  the  worth 
of  others  (mortals^  I  mean),  and;  the  real 
value  of  ytiui^ebf.  .  Do  you  dislike  lord 
Spalding?  I  mean,  is  he  decidedly  diSn 
agreeable  to  ymk  V 

'*  Far 
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''  Far  from  it — He  is  the  only  young 
man  I  have  seen  wliose  good  opinion  I 
should  value — ^but  I  cannot  love  him.'* 

'  *^  Nor  is  it  necessary  you  should.  Your 
heart  is  disengaged,  and  you  cannot  deny 
lord  Spalding  your  friendship.  When  your 
time,  as  your  mother  says,  is  come,  lord. 
Spalding  must  quit  the  field.  Your  heart, 
to  his  lordship,.  I  believe  to  be  as  necessary 
as  your  hand,  in  case  hereafter  you.  should 
become  his  wife.  Give  me  your  sanction 
to  my  proposition,  and  in  return  receive 
my  assurance  that  on  the  most  distant  hint 
from  you  that  lord  Spalding  is  personally 
disagreeable,  I  will  save  you  the  pain  of  a 
second  dismissal.  What  say  you,  Ger- 
trude ?•• 

"What  can  I  say,  papa?  I  cannot 
have  a  reasonable  objection  to  urge, 
and " 

"  — Enough  !  His  lordship  is  your 
friend,  or,  if  you  dislike  the  term,  he  is 
an  acquaintance  who  presumes  upon  a  de- 

gree 
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gree  of  intimacy  b^ond  that  ofjriend^ 
in  general.    Shall  it  be  so  ?" 

••  Yes." 

**  Then  seal  it  with  a  kiss,  and  take  a 
Other's  blessing.'* 


END  OF  VOI,.  III. 
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CHAPTEE  I 


Containing  Matter  preparatory  to  what  is  likely 

iofoUow. 

JL  HE  agreement,  thus  sealed  and  deliver* 
cd,  was  forthwith  carried  into  execution. 
The  earl  of  Spalding  was  admitted  to  an 
audience  the  following  morning,  and  gra* 
doudy  received.  His  pleasing  manners 
and  assumed  cheerfulness  soon  dissipated 
the  reserve  6om  Gertrude's  brow,  and  she 
prepared  to  receive  her  wonted  entertam- 
ment  from  his  conversaticm.  As  her  heart 
had. no  concern  in  the  business,  she  soon 
forgot  the  offence,  and,  without  giving 
VOL.  IV.  B  herself 
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herself  time  to  reflect  that  a  discarded 
swain  ought  to  pass  a  certain  number  of 
days  in  iBeltneboly  duress,  in  honour  of 
the~  obdurate  &ir>  judged  of  his  feeUngs 
by  her  own,  and  rejidily  believed  that 
what  had  failed  in  affecting  her  had  ceased 
to  affect  him. 

It  happen^  with  sir  Herbert  and  his 
daughter,  as  it  often  happens  in  ca^s 
where  the  contracting  parties  have  each  a 
&vc^te  ot^ect  kk  view.  The  j^dieosur- 
able  sensation  whiek  arises  in  gaining  a 
desired  point  frequently,  and  perhaps 
opiwMNr^lysL  l^Ik  ti>e  ivmA  into  a  fincied 
a^wit3!r»  whieh  sufiarsit  ta  ovoribok  wbst 
k  granted  to  the  ether  aide.  G«trudie 
waa  anxioua  t^  ^ude  m  iurtiwr.  esMuiiui. 
tka^  md,  to  <4)tei»  her  md»  readtly  ac- 
%ui«sMd  in  h^  bkh^ftk  propotttton  oT  le- 
0a^k>g  thf^  wA  of  Spalding  oa  a  fiwndly 
footing.  ^  Hei^b^  BeaiudiaMp,  aBq^odk- 
\g  aMUOUs  to  fMfiMte-  fab  own  views» 
iGuxuttod  to  litAtiw^  the  ^vid^4  eQufifsaon 
iota  which  }m  dwjghteir  wm  thmwn  hy 

the 
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iM  questions  he  had  no  pointedly  anked : 
bad  not  hia  u^^ual  peDetratiofi  &il€d  him, 
he  might  have  been  tempted  to  haive 
made  mote  inquiries  after  Ckttmde'a  mo* 
del  of  eomparisfon  than  urookL  bare  beetl 
strictly  pleasant,  or  than  she  eould  hav« 
well  eraded ;  but  the  baronet,  secore  in 
Ids  conjecture  that  her  heart  was  ^rooF'tb 
every  thing  but  romantic  folly,  hastily 
pressed  forward  his  favourite  ofajeet,  wdQ^ 
knowing  that  her  reception  of  the  ear!^ 
upon  their  former  tenn^  of  intimaey,  nt^ 
ter  his  having  himself  prodanned  hk  dis>« 
missal,  would,  by  the  world,  be  construe 
not  only  into  a^  revocation  of  the  veAisa)^ 
bat  would  also  eirpose  him  In  the  dMsic^ 
ter  of  a  recdved  lover.  Gertrude^  her 
thought,  would  thus  get  entangled  ki  toils 
ftota  which  there  was  no  escaping^  but  by 
bidding  a^Keu  to  the  spirits  which  her  Hm^ 
cy  had  raised,  and  by  axeepting  the  proffie^^ 
^  bondage  of  a  human  beii^. 

Sir  Heibert  had  been  particulaxiy  carew^ 
fill  in  inquiring  into  the  m^rita  ud  de^ 

b3  merits 
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merits  (tf.the  nobleman  he  was  des^rou^  ^ 
view  as  bis  fntjjire  son-in-law,  and  had 
found  him  in  every  respect  unexception- 
able. The  earl,  he  thought,  was  possess- 
ed of  every  quality  which  could  secure  the 
r^^d  and  affection  of  a  woman*  of  sense, 
and  for  maintaining  it  when  secured.  Sir 
Herbert  felt  satined  that  a  continuation 
of  the  intercourse  would  be  followed  by. 
esteem,  which  would  by  degrees  approach 
to  sentiments  of  a  more  tender  nature. 
The  earl's  unwearied  assiduities  must,  at 
all  events,  be  acknowledged  with  grati- 
tude, and  as  the  suppoSjed  situation  wonl^ 
in  great  measure  exclude  the  near  advance 
of  rivals,  that  gr^ititude  perchance  would 
end  in  love    . 

Matters  being  thus  amicably  arranged 
between  all  parties,  G^trude's  JEarUng' 
5t^7^  indispc^ion  ivas  con9ide]!ed  to  have 
evaporated,  and  her  steepgptb  su:fl&d^)tl]& 
recovered  to  emble  her  to  resume  her 
post  among  the  busy  idle  thrcmg.  Sup- 
ported on  one  side  by  her  mother,  and  on 

the 


the  ctW  hy  the  eari'  o^  Spaing, '^she-was 
now  every  where  raoeived  with  smileSi  for^ 
she  was  obnsidafed  by  the  motheiB  and 
daughters  as  dispcfsed'of. 

The  earl  wiur  everywhere  oongvtttulated* 
upon  his  success:  the  baronet  was  (sorn^ 
pHmented  upon  the  approaching  nuptials^^ 
which  were  agreed  to  be  speedily  perfbrnfi- 
ed  by  every  body  but  the  parties  them- 
aelves.  Ifeither  the  eefirl  nor  the  baronet 
lent  their  sanction  to  the  rq)ort;  and  as  ta 
Gertrude/die  waft  entirely  ignorant  that 
rfie  had  been  at  all  the  theme  of  cohver- 
itation,  lady  Beauchamp  having  taken  all 
p{>ssible  precaution  that  the  floating  nx-^' 
mours  should  not  reach  her  ears. 
-  A  <£aeovery  indeed  was'  to  be  dreadied 
fi^mtume  but  lady  Eariingbury,  who  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  sparing  any  one  who 
came  in  her  way;  but  lady  Beaudbamp 
wisely  threw  herself  at  the  countess's  mer-- 
cy,  requesting  as  a  favoujr  that  no  allusion 
whatever  should  be  made  in  Gertrude's- 
presence  respecting  the  flying  reports,  the 

B  3  whole 


whole  of  wblob,  she  owM  Msufe  the  coun-i 
trfls,  were  £>ii]id£d  in  wnr^ 

^  Then,  xny  dew  lady  Bmud^i«mp»*' 
urged  the  countes^^ ''  I  thmk  you  firt  cer<^ 
tainly  wrong  in  gWmg  whet  mutt  be 
dacwei  nn  opm  eamun^geRM^t  to  Spdf« 
ding^^  he  u  e^tainly  worth  having  i 
m^  you  an  »ot  only  Quffering  two.  people 
to  ]^y  the  fi)ol  together^  bttt  taking  them, 
botli  ftom  th«  w^kft,  owt  of  the  re^  of 
Qtliff  purchftwrfi.'* 

^  lirar  Gertrude  is  i»e98i^b)e/' 

''  What,  by  love?  lUly  upo«  it,  Gf^i^ 
trade  hu  mvw  refuaed  ao  maiuy  ofihve 
witliottt  entertfuuiag  a  secret  pattklity 
jsomewhera" 

^*  Imposfilble  I  ahe  haa  been  ofiwherfr— • 
she  has  seen  no  one  but  in  London :  fai^ 
sidos,  whiit  motives  could  Ae  have  for 
aenoealment,  when  she  is  well  assured  that 
the  greatest  happiness  of  both  her  fiither 
md  myself  is  to  meet»  mx^  if  possible^  to 
wtiaipcite  hev  wishes  ?"" 

**  That  way  be,  ray  good  kdy— but  you 

cannot 
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cannot  make  Stocks  oT  Stones :  she  has  seen 
the  right  man,  depend  upon  it,  and  the 
right  man  has  never  ventured  -  to  put  the 
qu'estion.  A  plague  on  the  trammels 
^hlck  confine  us  unfortunate  women,  and 
oblige  us  to  look  with,  longing  eyes  and 
eager  exp^aticm  at  the  fruit,  which  per^ 
haps  is  equally  ready  to  fly  towards  us, 
and  to  put  up  with  what  chance  drops  in- 
to our  mouths !  Sifl  it  out  of  Gertrude, 
and  ril  undertake  the  courtship  for  her, 
without  its  being  in  the  least  suspected 
for  whom  I  am  pulling  the  wires.*^ 

"  Her  father  has  made  one  attempt,  and 
has  arrived  at  the  discovery  of  an  ideal 
standard  of  male  perfection ^** 

"  — Well  clothed  in  material  flesh  and 
blood — ^Pooh,  pooh !  Gertrude  has  no  ro- 
mance :  I  have  seen  but  little  of  her,  it  is 
true,  but  I  am  certain  she  has  too  much 
goo<i  ^ense  to  look  for  a  lover  in  the 
clouds — she  might  as  well  expect  a  husi. 
band  in  a  bail-storm.'* 

B  4  «  Time 
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;  '^.  Time  must  develop»  and  to  time  we 
must  leave  it," 

**  But  I  am  come  to  spend  the  day  with 
you  at  hom^,  for  I  see  you  will  not  go 
abroad  with  me.  I  do  not  wonder  at  it : 
I  have  been  very  foolish,  but  I  am  not  so 
bad  as  the  world  would  make^e  out. 
However,  I  bid  defiance  to  it — ^it  cannot 
treat  me  worse  than  it  has  dene,  that's  one 
comfort;  I  qan  come  and  while  away  ah 
hour  with  you,  that's  .another  comfort ; 
and  I  may  perhaps  warn.  Gertrude  of  be* 
ing  led  into  many  errors,  to  which  her  in- 
nocence may  expose  her.  Come,  where  is 
she  ?  rely  upon  my  prudence ;  but  if  I  do 
not  discover  the  materials  she  is  made  c^ 
never  trust  me  again."  ^ 

The  entrance  of  sir  Herbert  Beauchamp 
put  an  end  to  the  conversation  for  the 
present  The  baronet  took  lady  Earlingr 
bury  by  the  hand,  and  expressed  his  plea- 
sure in  seeing  her.  The  countess  had,  in 
a  few  interviews,  effaced  the  former  dis- 
like 
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Hke  witli  which  he  viewed  her :  He  had? 
been  delighted  at  her  vivacity,  and  thought^ 
witli  his  wife,  that,  notwithstanding  her 
contempt  of  public  opinion,  she  h^d  more 
of  the  virtues  which  do  honour  to  the  hu- 
man heart  than  nine-tenths  of  the  prudes 
in  existence. 

"  Here,  Matilda,"  said  the  baronet^  as 
he  handed  his  wife  an  open  letter;  "  Ar- 
thur has  at  last  arrived  at  your  Wished-for 
promotion ;  but  I  fear,  poor  fellow^  it  has 
cost  him  dear." 

^  But  this  is  only  a  letter  from  the  se- 
cretary at  the  Admiralty,  announcing  to 
you  Manfred's  appointment  as  a  master 
and  commander.  Well,  we  must  now  dub 
Iiim  captain  Man£red-— but  how  ha&  it  cost 
him  dear  ?'* 

*'  I  am  just  returned  from  the  Admiral* 
tyt  and  have  seen  the  dispatches.  A  gal-, 
lant  exploit  is  no  novelty  to  us»  where ' 
Arthur  has  been  concerned :  the  poor  iad 
krepresented.as  wcmnded;  but  his  is  the 
only  instance  in  which  it  is  onutted  to  be 
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mentioned  \;^hetiier  the  Troundi  is. slight  or 
90v^^  and  I  ft^it,  from  that  dvcumstaitee, 
that  it  h  at  his  own  request  saeh  omisi^ibik 
id  ma^e,  well  knowing  the  uneasinesa  we 
ahoutd  snfier  from  a  supposition  of  his 
demget,  There  is  also  a  private  letter  ffon^ 
s  the  admiral,  signifying  that  he  had  pey«^ 
mitted  lieutenant  Manfred  to  proceed  to 
Etigland  for  the  recorery  of  his  Health.'* 

*^  And  I  ann  sure  he  has  been  knig 
enough  al»oad  cm  aotuid  and  Mtwe  iseivioei 
to  be  allowed  a  little  relaxation.  I  diffi^ 
from  you,  Herbwt,  for  I  think  that  his 
tround  must  be  tririai,  as  it  is  so  slightly 
mentioned ;  and  as  to  his  coming  home> 
tell  me  the  person  who  would  not  be  anx- 
ious  to  take  possession  of  a  consideraMe 
property,  which  had  devolved  upem  hii» 
in  his  absence  ?  Besides^  a  \6tfg  residence 
ift  a  hot  eHmate  may  impair  the  health 
Irithout  Aeriously  injuring  i*.'* ' 

"*  Pethflps,"'  said  the  boFcmet,  '^  he  is 
How  %>  £i^l»nd,  and  too  tmwdil  to  write 
t6^  us;  M  you  know;  Matilda/  he  seldtrtiv 
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if  ever  permits  an  opportunity  of  commu- 
nicating with  us  to  pass  by  him.** 

"  We'll  hope  for  the  T)est,  and  wait  with 
patience.'* 

^  Praj',  sir  Herbert,  allow  me  to  aasfc,** 
said  lady  Earlingbury,  "  if  the  lieutenant 
Manfred  you  have  mentioned  is  the  same 
who  is,  OT  has  been,  with  captain  Crofton 
in  the  Mediterranean  ?'* 

^  The  same." 

•*  Then  perhaps  I  can  inform  yon  more 
of  him  than  you  know ;  and  as  I  do  not 
think  the  truth  rfiould  be  disguised,  I  will 
say  that  lieutenant  Manfred  is  severely 

<  ^  *       ■      • 

wounded.  You  take,  I  see,  a  great  inter- 
est  in  him,  and  you  may  rely  upon  it  that 
he  arrived  in  England  in  the  same  vessel 
that  brought  the  dispatches.  But  I  ought 
iirst  t6  have  told  you  that  captain  Croftdn 
is  no  less  a  personage  than  my  own  bro- 
ther, and  that  we  sometimes  correspofcd, 
r  will  exhibit  that  part  of  his  letter  which 
relates  to  your  friend,  with  whom,  as  I 
could  prove  to  you,  I  am  weD  aequailited 

B  6  >y 
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by  the  favourable  reports  of  my  brother, 
who  appears  to  look  upon  him  with  en- 
thusiasm." 

As  the  dopr  opened  and  presented  the 
form  of  Gertrude,  lady  Beauchamp  held 
up  her  finger,  as  a  token  that  she  wished 
the  subject  to  be  pursued  no  further. 

Lady  Earlingbury  resumed  her  liveli- 
ness,  and  rallying  Gertrude  upon  the  nu- 
merous murders  she  had  committed,  beg- 
ged to  be  informed  who  was  the  last  upon 
the  list. 

"  Gertrude,"  said  her  father,  "  like  the 
Parthian,  shoots  flying,  and  does  not  wait 
to  see  whether  the  arrows  take  effeiet.'* 

"  Nay,"  said  her  mother,  "  Gertrude,  at 
all  events,  maintains  her  ground ;  but  I 
apprehend  that,  like  Achilles,  she  has  been 
dipped  in  the  Styx,  though  I  do  not 
know  by  what  part  she  was  held.  But 
I'll  te\\  you  some  news,  Gertrude — ^your 
old  companion  and  playfellow  is  coming 
home." 

^' X  am  glad  of  it,  mamma." 

«  But 
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"But  that  is  very  coldly  said,  Gertrude,'* 
said  the  haronet. 

"  We  shall  all  be  happy  to  see  him," 
observed  Gertrude,  in  the  same  tone. 

"  What  makes  you  look  so  grave,  Ger- 
trude ?" 

''  Grave,  papa !  I  am  smiling  at  the  re- 
ma;rks  of  you  and  my  mother.*" 

**  Gertrude  and  Arthur  Mimfred,  lady 
Earlingbury,"  observed  lady  Beaudiamp^ 
"  were  companions  in  childhood,  and  she 
has  always  considered  him  as  a  brother. 
Poor  Arthur,  my  dear,  I  am  .sorry  to  say» 
is  severely  wounded.** 

**  Wounded,  mamma  r 

"  Yes,  my  child ;  but  there  is  no  occa- 
sion for  so  much  agitation — ^wounds  are  not 
incurable  you  know.** 

"  Excuse  me,  mamma,  I  am  faint;  allow 
me  to  retire." 

''  I  was  afraid,**  said  Matilda,  '*  that  it 
would  shock  her ;  she  was  very  partial  to 
him  when  a  child,  and  I  do  not  wonder  at 
it — ^he  was  an  amiable  youth.    He  was 

taken 
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taken  from  us,  lady  Eftriingbuiy,  Tihen 
young,  in  an  extraordinary  manner." 

^  And  hfM  be  nevev  been  in  England 
since?"  asked  the  countessi 

^  He  was  witib  us  for  cmly  three  days, 
about  two  or  three  years  since — ^was  it  not, 
m  Herbert?  At  all  events  k  was  at  the 
time  he  first  joined  captain  Crofton.'^ 

Lady  Earlingbary  paused  a  moment — 
•*  Then  I  saw  him  with  my  iHicther  at 
Portsmouth,  when  I  went  to  take  teare 
of  him ;  but  the  baste  for  embarkation  was 
so  very  uigoit,  that  1  was  ignorant  of  the 
name  of  the  captain's  companion.'' 

Gertrude's  ideal  perfection  wa^  m  an  in* 
stant  explained  to  t&e  miiid  of  lady  Ear- 
liDgbury,  and  she  wondered  at  the  want  of 
perception  in  the  parents;  but  she  (xm* 
dnded  they  had  been  so  long  in  the  ha- 
bit of  viewing  them  as  brother  and  sister, 
that  they  had  never  given  admissiofi  to 
any  odxfer  thought 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  U. 


^  The  PiUlUr  may  g^  ojkn  to  the  WeU^batk 
men  8^  ertKked  ol  butJ' ' 

*'  That  every  baU  has  its  billet,''  for 
their  own  (xxnfovt's  saike»  must,  in  great 
measure,  be^the  <^peed  of  sueh  of  ^.  Nature*a 
handiworks  of  the  la^glung  tribe :"  the 
power  c£  laughing,  aecoFding  to  one  of 
our  great  philosophers  on  one  side  or 
other  of  the  Tweed — ^but  we  believe, 
^ugh  we  cannot  say  fixr  whaf  leasion  we 
believe  it,  nor  do  we^^  indeiad^  £^  oursd ves 
G^lad  upon  to  ajssign  a  reason  at  aU  ftn*  oar 
belief— having  been  decided  (batikig  aU  pa-^ 
rentbeses,  tt>  which  we  have  an  incsredithte 
aUborcenoe;  paKQtbeses,  in  fact,  being  sa 
iBtmy  lets*  and  interruptiona  to  %h^.  plaia 
triling;  ^f  t  taK  and  which^  on  tha(k  ac* 
1   .1  count. 
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count,  as  well  as  many  other  accpunts,  not 
needless  here  to  mention — ^though  if  there 
was  any  occasion  we  could  readily  do  it — 
should  in  every  case,  if  possible,  be  avoid- 
ed) to  be  the  only  difference  between  the 
**  entertainment  for  man  and  horse."  Such 
then*  must  be  the  allowed  creed  of  those 
who  are  devoted  by  chance  or  inclination 
to  a  life  of  hourly  peril. 

Death,  which  spares  none  in  thie  bosom 
of  civil  life>  cannot  be  expected  to  be  more 
nice  in  situations  where  destruction  is 
poured  forth  with  an  unsparing  hand. 
This  is,  to  be  sure,  a  very  comfortable  doc- 
trine ;  but  of  all  the  modes  of  faith  which 
the  inventors  of  new  systems  of  materialism 
have  launched  into  the  'world».  there  is 
none,  in  our  opinion,  which  can  compete 
with  that  of  predestinarianism,  to  the  pnv 
lessors  of  a  hazardous  occupation.  It  is 
difficult  to  define  the  exact  meaning 
0f  the  word  courage-^It  ia  either  a  con- 
tempt of  danger,  or  a  reliance  <m  fatew 
From  the  first  it  is  not  easy  to  separate 

fool- 
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fbol-hardiness,  and  firom  tbe  second  pre^ 
destination.  Presence  of  mind,  on  the 
part  of  a  general,  may  decide  the  fortune 
in  a  day  of  battle ;  but  it  is  chance,  or 
something,  else,  which  shields  those  who 
'^  seek  the  bubble  reputation  even  in  tbe 
cannon's  mouth/* 

Like  the  aon  of  Erin,  who  offered  any 
man  five  guineas  to  fight  him  in  a  due]> 
there  are  many  to  whom  the  chance  of 
death  is  the  only  stimulus  which  can  rouse 
the  exhausted  passions.  The  gamester 
casts  his  fortune  upon  the  die — the  duel* 
list  stakes  his  existence  upon  false  honour 
-—the  soldier  faces  death  in  the  breach, 
and  the  sailor  on  the  enemy's  gangway^ 
from  the  same  motive,  of  keeping  imagina 
tion  on  the  stretch. 

A  slight  distinction  must,  however,  be 
made  between  those  who,  from  early 
years,  are  taught  to  combine  the  'deas  of 
death  and  glory,  defeat  and  disgrace.  Once 
embarked  in  a  profession,  the  spirit  of  emu* 
lation  leads  the  aspiring  mind  to  think  no 

sacrifice 
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sacrifice  too  great  where  honours  and  dis- 
tin€ti<H}s  are  the  rewards  of  perseverance. 
Arthar  Manfred^  the  child  of  chance,  and 
the  apparent  sport  of  chance,  by  the  same 
sportive  influence  was  made  a  sailor; 
Whether  it  wa6  written  in  his  horoscope  it 
another  question,  and  one  with  which  we 
have  nothing  to  do;  By  his  talents  and 
his  indufiTtry  he  had  risen  in  the  service 
with  extraordinary  rapidity :  praise  Iiad 
begotten  In  him  an  ardent  desire  for  sig- 
nalizing himself  in  brilliant  actions,  and 
its  intoxicating  powers  had  operated  in 
perpetuating  the  wish  for  oppOTtunities  of 
still  further  displaying^  that  courage  and 
conduct  which  was  already  stamped  v^ith 
public  approbation^  The  man  wIk)  has 
done  enough  for  his  country  is  often  anx* 
ious  to  do  more;  and,  in  default  of  eyents 
which  {MTudence  would  justify,  frequently 
runs  the  hazard  in  the  face  of  reason,  upon 
the  bare  probability  of  success.  Besides 
all  this,  there  was  tlie  love  of  something 
9lse,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  might 

be 
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be  B  &ir  ground  for  suBpiqiiion  that  the  love 
gf  ^iory  WW  only  a  aeeimdary  considenu 
tioiT. 

The  system  of  warfare  pursued  in  the 
M^dHerrwean  had  cleared  the  sea  of  all 
the  powerful  enemies,  by  the .  sweeping 
fleet  which  commanded  it^  from  the  Pil^ 
hm  ^  Hercules  to  the  Hellespont  The 
pqrts  were  the  refuge  of  tihe  few  remain- 
in^r  vessels  which  had  escaped  from  repeat, 
ed  victories^  and  the  ports  were  now  the 
only  objects  of  attack*  The  frigates,  like 
hungry  wolves,  were  always  hovering  in 
aewd)  of  prey»  and  the  efibrts  at  obtaining 
H  by  an  increase  of  daring  were  usually 
eroMrned  with  success :  the  result^  on  one 
sida»  of  iintrepidity,  constantly  incveasing 
by  repeated  successes,  and  on  the  other  by 
jpusillAnimity » the  consequences  of  repeated 
defeats.  ^  the  day  of  battle  was  hailed  aa 
the  day  of  victory,'*  and  presumption  by 
degrees  opened  the  door  to  imprudence. 

The  comrades  of  Arthur's  former  ex- 
plotts  had  succeeded  completely  in  cutting 

some 


so  ssaucramf; 

some  vessels  from  the  port  of  — ,  which 
formed  the  subject  of  the  dispatch  which 
sur  Herbert  Beauchamp  had  seen.  Not 
content  with  what  had  been  abeady  dane^ 
the  lieutenant  proposed  to  his  myrmidons 
a  further  attack,  under  disadrskntages 
which  appeared  to  captain  Crofton  to  be 

insurmountable.    He*  reasoned — ^he  com* 

« 

manded — but  he  yielded:  the  detemai- 
nation  of  Manfred  was  made ;  it  was  an-* 
nounced,  and  received  with  the  usud  ac- 
clamation by  those  who  had  placed  impH^ 
cit  confidence  in  their  leader. 

The  result  justified  the  apprehensions  of 
the  captain :  of  the  three  boats,  whidl  weie 
fully  manned^  only  one  retumedi  and  that* 
tontaining  less  than  one  third  .of  the  ori- 
ginal number,  induding  the  lieutenant, 
who  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the 
right  shoulder.  The  enemy,  cohtrary  to 
their  usual  custom,  were  ully  prepared ; 
two  of  the  boats  had  been  sunk,  and  the 
third,  in  which  was  the  lieutenant,  had 
narrowly  escaped  the  same  fate,  a  cannon 

ball 


baU  of  considerable  m^gnUude  having 
gitized  her  side,  Gr«»pe^bot  and  moskel} 
bullets  were  ptmred  upon  them  in  all  di- 
^n^on^  but  the  U^ut««ant  himself  was 
the  -iMv<one  ^ho  severely  suffered.  Man- 
fi^  receiv*.*  »  musket  bullet,  which,  as 
we  have  just  said,  ^..-NUqdged  in  his  *ouU 
der,  and  another,  which  p^^ofted  through 
the  fleshy  part  of  hfc  ^^.  It  was  with 
ejLtreme  difficully  that  he  w;as  conveyed 
9n  .board  ))isahipi  ttud  wh?n  tfeere,  the  ball 
was  found  tQ  have;  tak^n  that  peculiar  di- 
reetion  which  baffled  the  skill  of  the  sur* 
geon  to  extract  it  . 

Arthur's  finst  cfote^m  reaching  ;h)*,?hip^ 
\ir»«  to  xeqaest  that  his  friends  ,iji  En^ndr 
might  b^  spared  the  "p^ki  of  knowing  his 
situation:;  but  as  he  was  disabled  for  the 
present,  aiid  as  it  was  dubious  when  he 
would  be  able  to  resume  his  functions,  it 
became  abs^^ut^ly  necessary  that  his  ces- 
sation from  duty  should  be  accounted  for. 
Captain  Xllrofton  obliged  him  so  fer  as  to 
lea^ve  the  extent  of  his  sufferings  undeter. 

mined^ 


ffiined^  aiid  as  the  surgeon  wm  mwnS&tig 
to  tftke  upon  himnelf  the  i^sponinb^ty  erf 
vrhat  he  coneeived  to  be  a  danger6ifs  ope*^ 
ration,  captain  Crofton  recommencted  &^ 
Manfi-ed  should  be  hnmediatd^  ^^*  *® 
England,  for  the  bradit  o^^^cal  adtlee 
^rf"  a  description  wh^-*  ^^  fleet  did  not  at 
ferf. 
The  account  g^n  hf  hAy  Eadmgiiinpy 

induced  sir  Herbert  to  mAe  iiistant  in^ 
^iries  'Kaf>edi(ig'  the  'PtmA  widdi 
brought  fte  dispatdies  fitMi  &e  Moditav 
raneati/  ¥hey  had  b^e^  landed  at  FaU 
mouth,  but  the  vessel  itself  had  saSeo  Ott 
16  PomvBBmth,  tawhfteh  place  Hht  baro- 
net deCemiined  to  lose  no  time  m  proeegd* 
ing,  under  the  appft^bension  tl«tr  4i&  they 
had  beard  nothkig  of  Arthur,  fa&P  dasiger 
mast  either  be  ao  extreme  as  to  ffitevent 
his  wilting,  or  else  that  he  had  been  re^ 
mored  by  death  firom  bH  futore  dread  of 
piun. 

The  arrival  of  sir  Herbert  at  the  km  at 
Portsmouth  \iras  i<&multeneoue  mtA  tbit 

of 
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^  an  invalid  upon  a  Utter.  Inquiry  soon 
foonvinoed  him  diat  it  was  Arthur  himself. 
The  baranetfollowed  die  bearers  of  the  Ut- 
4er  into  a  sitting-room,  and  when  the  fixm 
vrhkh  wu  lying  upon  it  was  transfercd 
to  a  so&y  he  made  his  ^ipearane&  Acute 
bodily  sufferings  had  ooaciated  and  eiy 
feebled  a  noUe  fisame ;  on  bis  appvoacdii 
the  palM  cheek  was  turned  towarcb  the 
baronet^  and  the  sunk  eje  atm%  recogniaed 
hinL 

to 

The  hand  was  fimtty  esctended,  snd  m 
iferbert  gMspei  it,  hea^ong  an  invokm- 
tary  ttgii,  as  be  viewed  the  raai^ferta  of 
Arthnr  Manfred,  wasted  to  a  sikeleton. 

Arthur  finked  a  smile  upon  his  eounteu 
nance,  and  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the 
baionet'a  attention. 

^  This  is  Idnd,  very  kind,,  ray  dear  sir! 
you  have  exceeded  the  calls  of  fiiendship* 
Yon  ocoddnot  be  aiware  of  my  sitnation, 
and  yet  your  presence  here  nnisl^  I  am 
tonfident,.  have  been  odeasimKd  l^'your 
sotmbude  on  my  aooonnL'' 

"  Never 
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^  Never  mind,  my  dear  fellow,**  return- 
ed the  baronet,  '*  what  has  brought  me 
hete — ^it  is  snfficiait  that  I  am  now  with 
you.  Had  I  been  ignorant  of  your  situ- 
ation, I  i^onld  perhaps  hare  mingled  my 
r^ret  with  a  little  more  of  surprise.  As 
it  is,  we  must  resort  immediately  to  Ae 
best  advice  which  the  town  affi>rds.*' 

'^  If  o,  my  dear  «dr ;  if  I  am  again  to  be 
put  to  tiie  torture,  I  beg  it  may  be  by 
those  whose  talents  have  placed  them  at 
the  head  of  thdr  profession— from  bung- 
lers I  have  already  suflGered  a  ndartyrdom. 
I  trust  I  am  not  deficient  in  fortitude,  and 
I  thkik  I  give  a  proof  to  the  contrary, 
when  I  express  my  determination  of  be- 
ing instancy  conveyed  to  London;  but 
how  that  is  to  be  accomplished  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  decide,  as  I  dread  the  motion  oi  a 
carriage.'' 

The  baronet  went  out  to  consult  with 
the  landlord  of  the  hotel,  by  whose  assist- 
ance he  was  enabled  to  procure  a  set  of 
men,  who  engaged  to  convey  the  wound- 
ed 
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ed  office  to  the  metropolis  in  nn  easy 
manner. 

Under  present  circumstances,  sir  Her- 
bert was  extremely  desirous  to  avoid  a 
moment  of  unnecessary  delay.  Arthur 
only  allowed  himself  time  for  a  little  re- 
freshment, erCf  he  exfM'essed  his  readiness 
to  begin  the  journey. 

A  convenient  madune  was  hastily  con^^ 
structed,  upon  which  Arthur  was  laid  in 
the  easiest  posture  Uiat  his  wound  admit- 
ted, and  with  sir  Herbert  on  horseback  by 
his  side,  his  bearers  proceeded  on  their 
journey,  the  wounded  man  first  taking 
leave  of  his  brother-officers,  whose  kind* 
ness  during  the  pateage  the  sufferer  had 
gratefully  acknowledge. 

Towards  the  dose  of  the  fifth  day,  the 
party  arrived  irt  the  baronet^s  town-house. 
Arthut  had  requested  that  he  might  be 
conducted  tx>  an  hotel ;  but  this  sir  Her- 
bert would  on  no  account  permit.  Lady 
Beauchamp  hafd  been  apprised  of  their 
coming,  and  witti^  Gertrude,  whose  state 

VOL.  IV.  c  of 


26  fcteAUCHAMP. 

4 

of  tnitid  'liad  been  bordering  on  distrac- 
tion, received  them  at  the  door. 

The  melancholy  welcdme  which  greet- 
^d  Arthur  oii  his  airiVal  was  answered  by 
"him  with  a  placJd  smile,  while  his 'eyes 
•expressed  the  pleasing  emotions  of  his 
breast  at  again  beholding  fri^ds  so  exqui- 
sitely dear  -  to  him.  He  pi*essed  the  hand 
t$fia%  BeaiiChlimp  to  his  lips,  us  weH  as 
%Tiat  of '^her  triemblihg  daughter,-  and  in* 
voKed  upon  tfiem  the  blessings  of  Heaven 
for  their  gdoftness  towards' him. 

Arthur  was  iirimediately  placed  undei* 

^he  isHilful  hands'  of  Mr.  -^ ,  who  en- 

te!*ed  tipon  his  charge  by  a  consultation  of 
khe  ftiost  eminent  of  the  faculty*  The 
agony  caused  in  ascertaining  the.iltuatioii 
'of  the  ball  was  borne  wiliiout  a  groan  or 
-a  sigh,  End  the  surgeons  exprisissed  the 
Wghest  confidence  of  success,*  particularly 
■as  they  had  to  deal  with  a  patient  of  such 
uncommon  fortitude. 

It  was  proposed  that  a  few  days  should 
be  suffered  to  elapse  bcftre  the  opeiation 
-  »  was 
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vr^s  performed,  in  order  thkt  the  inflamiiia. 
tion  created  by  the  motion  on  the  jonmejf- 
-should  subside.  In  the  meantime,  it  wafe 
recommended  that  his  spirits  should  be  eil- 
tivened  as  much  as  possible  by  ihe  society 
'of  his  friends.   - 

The  baronet  lost  not  a'moment  in  com^. 
TOumicating  tti6  opinions'  and  directions  of 
the  medical  attehdarit  to  his  wife  and 
•daughter.  The  latter  had  been  watching 
*ftir  the  entrance  xX  her  father  in  breatlile^s 
expectation :  she  'read  hope  in  his  courf- 
tenance,-and  used  every  effort  to  dismiss 
her  fears ;  but  this  she  could  only  in  part 
accomplish— her  anxiety  was  lessened,  but 
it  ^wras  by  no  means  removed,  and  she 
looked  forward  with  horror  to  the  dread- 
•ed .  operation.  She  eagerly  t?aught,  how*- 
-ever,  at  the  directions  to  amuse  the  ihind 
4*f 'the  patient,  tmd  putin  her  claim  to  af- 
ford assistance,  in  whiling  away  the  time, 
"and.  alleviating  the  pain,  by  a  constant 
change  of  thought. 

In  her  motiyes,  poor  Gertrude  deceived 

c  2  hprself : 
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herself:  her  feelings  upon  the  unhappy  oo» 
casion  she  imagined  to  be  tlioee  which 
every  sister  would  necessarily  feel  towards 
a  beloved  brother ;  but  as  Gertrude  had 
no  brother,  she  was  unable  to  detect  the 
fallacy  of  her  reasoning.  The  invalid  was 
her  first  inquiry  in  the  morning,  and  the 
last  at  night;  as  much  of  the  day  as  pos- 
sible she  passed  in  the  chamber  of  sick- 
ness— but  this  w^s  by  no  means  remarkr 
able,  as  her  father  and  mother  were  sddom 
both  absent  at  the  same  time. 

The  precarious  state  of  the  invalid  was 
a  sufficient  reason  for  the  Beauchamps  to 
decline  going  abroad,  and  an  unanswer- 
able excuse  for  their  not  receiving  visitors 
at  home.  Admission  was  granted  to  none 
but  lady  Earlingbury  and  the  earl  of  Spal- 
ding, who  united  their  endeavours  with 
tbo$e  of  Arthur's  other  friends  in  amusing 
his  mind. 

The  ^rl  of  Spaldii^  had  never  appear^ 
ed  so  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  Gertrude  as 
in  his  attention  on  Arthur  Manfred;  nor 

was 
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itas  the  earl  backward  in  perceiving  his 
ftdvimceinent  in  the  expressive  features  of 
the  possessor  of  his  heart. 

The  conversation  of  the  earl  afibrded  at 
an  times  considerable  pleasure  to  the  suf* 
feringpatient,  still  more  particularly  when, 
on  Arthur's  making  an  allitsion  to  lady 
Beauchamp  on  the  future  prospects  of  lord 
Spalding^  with  regard  to  Gfertrude,  he  was 
given  to  understand  that  his  lordship  stood 
confessedly  in  the  situation  of  a  discarded 
lover,  on  whose  part  the  future  proffei's  of 
love  were  forbidden. 

Lady  Earlingbury  soon  recollected  the 
companion  of  her  brother  at  Portsmouth, 
and  exerted  her  powerful  talents  to  th^ 
utmost  to  beguile  the  pain.  Her  fund  of 
anecdote  was  inexhaustible,  and  her  play^ 
ful  wit  drew  many  a  smile,  in  defiance  of 
acute  bodily  sufferings  :  every  one  by 
turns  became  the  subject  of  her  raillery, 
and  every  one  was  pleased,  for  her  shafts 
were  wholly  free  from  venom — she  laugh- 
ed witih  her  friends,  and  not  at  thenv»and 

c  3  contrived. 
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contnv^d^  on  eadi  ctrisit  she  wade^  40  iiir 
crease,  the  esteem  with  .which  every  onej;^" 
gardedher.  .  ^ 


CHAPTER  III. 


'0^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Shewwg  the  Difficulties  of  drawings  a  correct 
Anulifiis from  outward  Appearances. 

By  the  united  efforts  pf  skill  on  one  side^ 
arid  rejsignation  on  the  other,  the  bullet 
was  at  last  extra^cted,  an4  with  ii  a  pfprt  of 
the  coat,  which  had  been  fdrted  into  the 
wound.  Within  less  than  three  weeka 
after  the  removal  of  the  cause,  an  excellent 
constitution  began  to  triumph  over  the 
effects  of  pain  and  long^  confirienuenl^ 
pnd  Arthur  Was  declared  to  be  making  ra* 
pid  strides  towards  convalescence.  Hia 
recovery  was  hailed  by  every  onef  with  a 
sin^e  joy ;  and  on  his  being  n[)ov^  from 

his 
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Ills  bed-room  to  the  sittihg-^oott),  it  h^rsU 
forth  ma  tumultuous,  maimer  among  the 
domestics,  who  in  a  body  posted  thern*^ 
selves  in  the  passage  to  <xHigratulat.e  hio^ 
o|fi  his  recovery. . 

.  The  family  circle  was  not  enkrg^  from 
what  it  was  previous  to  the  opqrajtion,  ex- 
cejA  by  the  admission  of  the  Thirfield  fa- 
mily on  the  third  day  after  Arthur  had. 
left  his  bed*  Lady  Thuiield  had  been  in- 
cessant in  her  inquiries,  and,  as  she  told 
lady  Beauchamp,  could  not  fail  of  being 
naturally  anxious  for  a  person  whom  she 
had  reared  from  infancy  to  childhood. 
Arthur  expre^ed  himself  grateful  for  the 
attentions  of  the  viscountess ;  but  the  re- 
collection of  the  past  involuntarily  ruslied 
uppn  his  mind,  and  mingled  his  gratitude 
for  the  present  with  reflections  of  a  i^ome-. 
what  bitter  nature  for  the  past.  Arthur 
had  no  spark  of  rancour  in  his  composition,^ 
but  h^  could  not  exactly  free  lady  Thir- 
field froBi  tli^  Qha,rge  of  hypocrisy,  feelings 

c  4  conscious 
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eoiisdous  that  he  had  now  no  more  didms 
upon  her  attention  and  kindness  than  he 
was  forqierly  deserving  of  her  extreme  se- 
verity. 

Lord  Thirfield,  as  usual,  was  eloquently 
^lent,  for  his  looks  plainly  indicated  that 
he  dared  not  to  open  his  lips;  but  his 
daughters  were  profuse  in  their  civilities,  • 
and  looked  forward,  or  professed  to  look 
forward,  with  pleasure  to  the  period  of 
their  return  to  the  country,  when  they- 
could  all  of  them  revisit  places  which* 
would  call  to  mind  many  occurrences  in 
which  they  had  been  mutually  engaged. 

"  And,  indeed,  my  dear  lady  Beau<- 
champ,"  said- the  viscountess,  **  we  can  by 
no  means  admit  of  your  engrossing  all  cap* 
tain  Manfred's  time.  You  know  that  we 
have  claims  upon  him,whichr  I  can  assulre 
you,  we  are  by  no  means  inclined  to  fore* 

go." 
-  **  Captain  Manfred,**  added  Miss  D'Un- 

rof,  •'  will  not  forget  old  friends ;  and 

both 


B£At7CHAMP.  SS 

both  Jane  and  Arabella  have  set  their 
hearts  upon  his  passing  some  time  at 
Loughton  before  he  again  goes  abroad*'* 

Arthur  made  as  low  a  bow  as  bis  posi- 
tion allowed  him,  and  left  them  to  inter* 
pret  that  as  his  answer,  in  the  way  most 
aatisfactory  to  themse)ves« 

•*  How  fortunate  yoa  are,  sar  Herbert,*^ 
isaid  the  viscountess,  addressing  herself  to 
the  barmet,  *•  in  being  enabled  to  devolve 
your  extensive  estates  upon  your  angel  of 
a  daughter  I  Sweet  creature !  you  will  of 
course  expect  an  altianee  worthy  of  her  in 
every  way,  and  this  can  be  found  only 
among  the  ancient  nobility.  But  as  to  my 
poor  girls,  their  Other's  property  must  be 
tstranged  Ir6in  them,  and  pass  away  on  Ms 
death  to  a  <fisbait  bnEinch— >not,  I  can  assure 
you,  that  they  are  beggars,  for  we  have 
been  always  sieving  for  tfaen^  and  they  have 
fiMtunes  whidi  would  be  a  prize  to  any^ 
one,  even  among  the  second  degree  of  qo* 
hility ;  but  their  ftther  and  mj^self  Imrt 
always  ineutoatfd  upon  tbak  ^iads^  that 

'   c  5  happinesa^ 
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l^ppin^ss  is  the  only  ^thkig"  to  be  .consider-*' 
ed  in  the  marriage  state,  Werq  ekher 
of  their  hearts^  to  be  fixed  upon  a  brave 
and  worthy  inan,  our  consents  would,  not 
be  wanting  for  an  instuit.  JOid  ypu  ex-, 
pect)  captaiQ  l^i'anfkecl^  ^hat,  Jf^^,  wouldr 
liave  been  so  tall?  How  we  have  admired 
you^when  you  have  been  all  there  pkying 
together  on  the  lawn !" 

Sii:  Herbert,  considered  that  a  jprolpnga* 
tion  in  the  stay  ef  their  visitors  was  far 
froI^  being  actually  necessary*  As  the 
best  way  of  getting  rid  of  them,  he  asked 
Artl^ur  if  he  did  not  feel  himself  fatigued 
by  sitting'  iqf  so  long  ?  ^  Artjjur.  topk  the 
hint^  th^njkiedr  the  baroHot  fos  reminding 
hiipf  and  applied,  his  han^  to  the  bell^  t(^ 
$i^xi}qn  hi^  attendant  for  tbetavpwed  gurr 
pose  (^  being  reconducted  ta  his  diamber.. 
.  The  n^xioeuyre  had^  tbe.4^i^d  :effectt 
and  lady  rXhirfield  si^t  tl^e,  o^aq^^de.'of 

nipyipg^  by  adRran^g.,tpwaj^o4J#^ 
take'l^er  leitvei -pf-litiQi  for fjtb?,, present, 

Wi^  the' m^.fg«»(eioui^b«^  her 

¥  L  y  face 


face  was  capable  of  assuming^  she  shook 
him  by  the  hand,  and  told  him  to  remem- 
ber whatt  she  had  required  of  Him.  Misa 
D*Unrof  and  her  ftieces  followed  the  foot- 
steps of  the  viscountess  with  all  the  exact- 
ness possible,  and  Arthur  consid)ered  the 
ceiemony  as  passed  when  Miss  Arabella's 
tiand  was  parted  from  his  own  r  but  the 
kindness  of  the  viscoimtess  was  tmt  yet 
exhausted,  for  on  approatibing  the^  door,, 
she  turned  upon  her  helpmate,  with — 
•*  Good  God,  lord  Thirfield,  how  negligent 
you  are  towards  captain*  Manfred  f  You 
have  neither  joined  irt  our  invitation:  to 
him,  and  you  -  are  now  •  quitting  him  a^  if 
he  was  a  person  you  had  nerer  sfeen  be* 
fore." 

The  viscount  first  stdod  corrected,  aiKi 
then  -wal&ed  corrected;  towards  the  inva^ 
ltd,  to  whom  he  repealed  the  lesson  ^hich 
had  been  just  given  him ;  whick  d6ne,  hd 
bowedy^  s»id  fbllokved  \m  Wife;*  ^ 

.  "  Bravo,  Arthur !"  exclaimed  the  baro*. 
Bet,.as  soon^a^  t£te  TkinfteM  farn9y  ¥iad 

c  6  got 
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got  beyond  the  reach  of  hearing ;  "  you 
are  no  sooner  out  .of  on^  hobble  than 
you  are  plunged  into  another.  J  see  no 
hopes  of  escape  fr<Hn  sudb^  powerAil  artil- 
lery :  the  charms  <^  either  of  the  daugh*^ 
ters,  aided  and  directed  by  their  mother's 
prowess^  cannot  fidl  to  enslave  you." 

**  Who  is  going  to  be  enslaved  ?"  cried 
lady  £arlingbury»  as  she  entered  the  room ; 
**  far  if  it  is  any  body  here»  I  am  determine 
ed  that  the  chains  shall,  v  be  sufficiently 
strong.** 

**  You  have  arrived  too  late  for  Arthur^s 
relief,''  said^ii^  baronet ;  ^  the  poor  lad  has 
been  Hj^fo^m  £t»n.  Sc^Ua  to  Ch^rybdis; 
he  has  no  sooner  got  rid  of  a  plaguy  bul- 
let in  his  diouldiery  than  another  is  levelled 
athiskeart  Ask  lum»  liniy  Earlingbury, 
if  he  is  inclined  to  surrender  at  discreticm. 
But  stay,  we  won't  talk  of  discretion;  be- 
cause indiscretion  has  given  us  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  him«  and  having  him  with 


us*** 


^  Never  mind,  I  will  enmr^  bis  safety 

.against 
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i^nst  all  outwiard  attacks. — ^But  pray, 
who  assumed  the.  command  upon  this  oc- 
casion?'* 

''  The  friend  of  lady  Heeltap,  on  behalf 
of  one  of  her  daughters.'* 

"Which  of  them?** 

«  That  was  not  dedared.** 

"  That  is  a  pity ;  for  Arthur-^-captain 
Manfred  I  mean,  will  have  to  defend  him- 
self at  all  defensible  points :  and  what  is 
he  to  do?  r  We  get  naturally  fond  of  that 
which  gives  proof  of  regard  to  ourselves. 
A  cat  or  a.  dog,  that  at  first  we  despise,  by 
degrees  overcomes  an  early  repugnance, 
and  teaches  us  to  love  tiiat  which  loves 
US-~— Heigh-ho! — ^Pray,  ca{|tain  Manfred, 
have  you  arranged  your  system  of  defence  ? 
if  not,  I  am  at  your  service.,  Shall  I  lend 
him  a  helping  hand»  Gertrude  ?** 

"If  your  ladyship  tliinks  he  stands  in 
need  of  aitnstance,  it  would  certainly  be 
charitlMe." 

•*  Well  then,**  said  the  oountess,  **  sup- 
pose i  go  to  lady  Thiriield  to  arrange  all 

the 
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the  |Mrelimi»arie95  and  settle  which  of  her 
daughters  is  to  be  Mrs.  Maafted." 

Gertrude's  heart  beat  at  the  bare  sup- 
position of  stich  an  events  but  her  father 
relieved  her  by  sayingrt-"  Suppose  we  or- 
der the  coach,  and  go  there,  or  anywhere 
else,  in  a  body  ?  Arthur  is  allowed  a  little 
gentle  exercise^  and'  the  d^  is  particularly 
fine.^  ;        - 

":  Agrded^"  cried  thiti^^untess,  ^'onconr- 
dition  that  I  am  not  hH^rxt  of  the  party."' 

"  Then,"  said  lady  Beaudiamp,.  "  let. 
me  be  the  |)eEson  excised;  for,  stnmge  to 
say,  I  have  real  buQinoss  to  do:  besides, 
an  odd  number  is  dways  awkward,  and  sir 
Herbert  can  take  care  of  yo«rr  ladyship, 
while  Gertrude  does  tiie  same  fbc  captaas^ 
Manfred." 

The  quartetio  drove  towards  Hyde 
Parle,  and  had  scarcely  entered  it,  when 
the  baiidnet  was  hailed  by  a  geHtleman^  of 
his  acquaintance,  who  particularly  reqisest- 
ed  a  fbw  minutes  of  his  conversation.  Sur 
Herbert  deso^ided  from  the  oaniqge,  ai)4 

joii^ 


joingd  his  fricfnd,  desiiung  the  ^arty  he  was 
leaving  not  to  drive  to  any  great  distence^ 
as  he  should  not  move  far  from  his  pre* 
sent  position^  and  would  soon  resume  hift 
.  seat*  I 

The  person  who  itOF  engaged  the  Iiarofr 
net's  attention  ^f as  siif  William  Ddrow, 
who  stated,  that  it  bad  been  lii^  inti^tioik 
to  have  sought  sir  Herbert  at  his  house.  - 

**  My  object,  my  good  friend,"  said  sir 
William,  "is  stoaply  to direat  y6m «otKe> 
towards  my  dldest  son,  who  has  lately  te^ 
turned  to  England  :  he  has  seen  your 
^a  jghter,  which  is  perhaps  sufficient ;  busb 
he  jhas . likewise jheard  a  great. deal  respeet^ 
itag  her.  J^hav^  wished  bim  to  sottl^  msi 
he  has  expiressed  a  readiness  ta  dp'  so,'  iit 
case  it  is  with  Miss.  Beauclmmp.  .  Giver 
Qie  leave  to  asfc  you  if  Imdy  venture  to 
tell  my*  son  diat  Miss^  Beaucbamp  is  dis' 
engaged?"  -        '  • 

i.-"  I  bdieve,'*  replied  sfr  Herbert,  '*  I  oaii 
9^1  with  certainty  that  her  hand  and 
&taitt  are  hot^  in  hef  owo  p^ssei^ibA."  ' 

"  Then 
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**  Then  the  earl  of  Spalding,  my  dear 
sir/'  rejoined  sir  William,  •*  has  not  beea 
successfiil  in  his  suit?  R^ort,  you  are 
perhaps  aware,  has  already  made  your 
daughter  countess  of  Spalding;  and  so^ 
much  is  report  in  this  instance  credited, 
that  many  who  would  be  desirous  of  engag- 
ing Miss  Beauchamp's  attention  feel  them- 
selves compelled  to  re&ain  from  doing  so, 
under  the  impression  that  she  is  already 
contracted.  If  that  is  not  the  Q^se  (you 
will  excuse  my  making  the  remark),^  it 
t^ould  be  so  understood.  It  is  well  known 
lltat  lord  Spalding  has  been  rejected  onc«; 
but  the  continuation  of  hi&  intimacy,  wheii 
your  doors,  from  ctrcumstancesy  were  closed 
to  every  one  else^  is  considered  a»  a  pre^ 
iumptite  proof  of  his  success." 

**  The  only  observation  I  can  make^ 
dor  William,  is,  that  my  daughter  is  not 
engaged  to  the  earl  of  Spalding,  nor  am 
I.  aware  of  the  probability  of  such  an 
f  vent.  My  ds^ughter  wilt  choose  for  hep» 
«elf.    I  have  a  high  opinion  of  the.  eaxi  of 

Spalding; 


Striding;  be  is  a  man  in  the  possession  of 
those  qualities  which  must  endear  him  to 
every  one;  and  I  think  my  daughter  has 
exhibited  marks  of  a  good  and  solid  un- 
derstanding, in  receiving  the  man  of  worth 
as  a  friend,  although  she  was  unable  to 
contemplate  him  as  a  lover.** 

"  You  will  allow  me  to  introduce  my 
son,  sir  Herbert  ?"  , 

"  With  pleasure.  The  cause  which  oc-k 
casioned  our  late  seclusion  is  now  happily 
removing :  my  young  friend,  captain 
Manfred,  will  soon  be  completely  re-esta- 
blished in  his  health,  and  ,we  shall  feel  a 
greater  zest  in  again  mingling  with*  soci- 
ety, from  a  temporary  privation  of  its  en- 
joyments." 

Sir  William  Delrow  took  his  leave, 
saying  that  he  should  avail  himself  of  sir 
Herbert's  permission,  in  bringing  his  son 
<Ml  the  following  morning. 

Sir  Herbert  looked  around  for  the  car- 
riage, and  could  perceive  no  signs  of  it ; 
but  expecting  that  it  would  soon  make  it» 

appearance^ 


wards  near. the  sppt  where  h0  aliglHed. 
He  seriou&ly^refleeted  ox\  tl^e  remarks  of, 
fiir  William,  apd  began  to  entertain  d6ubti»« 
of  the  pimdmice  of  the  course  he  had^ 
adopted  with  respect  to  the  earl  of  Spal- 
ding and  his  daughter*    He  could  pa% 
ceive  no  marks  of  increased  regard  on  her 
part ;  he  had  watched  her  expressive  eye^., 
when  the  earl  entered  the  room,  but  could 
liot  distinguish  any  peculiar  emotion  of. 
pleasure  ;   she  was  cheerful  in  his  corn- 
pany,  but  not  more  so  than  with  any  one 
ejse,  and  she  only  joined  in  the  general 
regret  when  he  departed* 

The  unexpected  absence  of  sir  Herbert 
afforded  to  lady  Earlingbury  the  first  op- 
portunity which  had  occurred  of  being 
alone  in  the  company  of  two  persons  whom 
she  regarded  with  almost  parental  fond- 
ness. She  had  discovered,  or  thought  she 
had  discovered,  the  state  of  Gertrude's 
niind,  but  that  of  Arthur  had  been  impe- 
netrable.    The  countess  herself  had  rued- 

the 


tb*  day  which  lel^Tnted.  ber  to  a-cpromtt 
|ier  afifeotioiid  hful^  neVer  been  consulted 
asid  she  had  been  misefable.  The  firm* 
n69S'Witb  whidbi  Gertrude  had  rgected 
the  most  splendid  offers  had  raised  her  in 
the  estimation  of  the  countess  to  the  rank 
of  a  superior  beii^,  and  her  opinion  of 
Arthur  was  no  less  favourable.  She  could 
not  wonder  at  Gertrude's  partiality^  when 
every  hour  developed  in  him  fresh  food  for 
admiration:  they  appeared  to  lady  Ear* 
lingbury  to  be  formed  for  each  other,  yet 
since  the  return  of  Arthur  she  had  been 
unable  to  perceive  any  traits  of  affection 
incompatible  with  sisterly  regard.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  course  of  his  illness,  Arthur 
had  betrayed  no  particular  attention  to 
Gertrude — ^he  appeared  to  feel  the  same 
degree  of  gratitude  to  all  the  other  parts 
of  the  family  that  he  did  to  her. 

Lady  Earliiigbury  contrived  to  extend 
the  ride  without  sir  Herbert  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, and  in  the  course  of  it  tried  every 
manceuvre  to  put  Arthur  off  his  guard, 

but 
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but  to  no  pai:pose— Arthur  parried  all  the 
attacks,  urged  as  they  were  in  a  way  that 
Gertrude  could  entertain  no  suspicion  of 
the  drift.  At  last  they  came  up  to  the 
baronet,  and  that  too  at  the  \aioment  when 
her  ladyship  had '  concluded  in  her  own 
mind  that  poor  Giertrude  was  indulging 
in  a  hopeless  passion.  The  4x>untess  was 
well  aware  of  Arthurt  origin,  but  his 
personal  end  mental  accomplishments 
placed  him  on  a  level  with  those  who  have 
entered  the  world  under  more  favourable 
auspices:  he  fnight  aspire  to  any  rank, 
and  why  not  to  Gertrude  Beauchamp? 
But  perhaps  he  also  might  be  a  prey  to  a 
secret  attachment,  which  his  superior  firm- 
ness had  enabled  him  to  conceal. 

The  baronet  re-entered  the  carriage,  and 
fearful  of  exhausting  Arthur's  strength, 
proposed  that  they  should  return  homQ 
to  which  all  the  party  readily  agreed. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


^  Jf}fWL  hut  knew  horn  mmny  fathom  4€tp  lam  in  lave  f* 

To  the  aimoyatice  of  Gertrude,  the  morn- 
ing brought  sir  William  Delrow  and  his 
son.  A  young  man  of  elegant  person  and 
prepossessing  mankiers  was  presented  to 
her  by  her  fiither,  in  so  distinguished  a 
manner  as  left  her  no  room  to  doubt  the 
cause  of  his  introduction.  A  residence  of 
a  few  years  abroad  bad  been  attended  in 
Mr.  Delrow's  case  with  a  result  widely 
different  from  that  which  usually  befids 
his  empty-headed  coantr3rmen:  he  had 
toaTcUed  for  improvementp^  and  not  to 
barter  his  good  sense  for  planners  and  opi- 
nions which  are  suited  only  to  the  physical 
construcstion  of  different  countries.  Mr. 
Delrow  had   observed   the   thoughtless 

Frenchman, 
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Frenchman,  the  haughty  Spaniard,  the 
crafty  Portuguese,  the  revengeful  Italian, 
the  phlegmatic  German,  and  the  simple 
Swiss,  and  the  cesult  of  his  ^  observations 
was,  that  as  England  was  removed  from 
each  by  soil,  climal^e, '  and  constitution,  it 
wasintended  by  Nature  that  she  should 
be  equally  at  variance  in  the  personal  cha- 
ractOT.  He  was  so  lar  di8taiit'fit)m  the 
downright  EngUsfaman,  who  in  ev^iy 
icountiy  makes  his  cfwn  tbe  standard  of 
^r£e(ition,  as  from  the  travelled  monkey, 
"who  dills  the- vices  and  follies  of  every 
'land,  Mid  transplants  to  his  naltive  soil  the 
^noxious  weeds  of  every  other.  The  ba^ 
oroaet's  som  had  travelled  as  the  scbolary 
but  not  as  the^  pedant;  he  had  imbibed 
«an  early  veneration''  ibr;Sritish  maxims  and 
{British  customs, -but  his  v^eration  W4i8 
Ttot  tinctured  with  tiist  prgudifee  which 
-uphdds  defibcta  becaune  they  happen  to  b^ 
.ico*existent  widi  real  beauties.  His  expe- 
^nce  and  obsenration,  however,  had 
'taught  Jiim  tibe;dai]^er^of  ^nnoiration^  an4 
.  .  he 
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he  was  not  satisfied  that  inHK>r  bl^ini^eis 
in  parts  were  not  essential  to  the  gejneral 
organization  of  the  whole. 

Thus  qualified  by  Nature  to  please,  and 
by  education  to  amuse  ttnd  instruct,  he 
must  everywhere  have  been  considered  as 
a  formidable  rival.  Had  Gertrude's  heart 
been  in  her  own  possession,  and  had  she 
been  called  upon  to  decide  between  the 
vearl  of  Spalding  and  her  new  admirer,  she 
would  have  found  a  difficulty  in  mak< 
5ng  a  choice.  Succeeding  interviews  in- 
creased the  favourable  impressions  which 
had  arisen  on  his  first  introduction,  and 
sir  Herbert  congratulated  his  wife  on  the 
^ppeai*ance  of  a  parson  wbom  he  conceived 

1  »  ' 

likely  to  engage  Gertrude's  serious  atten- 
tion. 

But  Gertrude's  heart  had  long  shaken 
'off  the  tranimels  of  her  power^^ — it  was 
gone,  she  knew  not  how-;  and  but  for  the 
dii^ike  with  which  i^e  contemsplated  every 
«pef son,  save  one,  in  the  Kght  of  a  hus- 
^bahd,  (KniM  ohly  guess  vHiiere.    To  make 

the 
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the  matter  more  distressing,  that  one  was 
now  continually  before  ha*,  and  was  har 
companion  at  tliose  hours  of  family  inter* 
course  when  conversation  is  stripped  of  its 
formality  and  hypocrisy.  Gertrude  still 
compared  every  one  by  her  standard  of 
ideal  perfection,  and  felt  insensibly  con- 
vinced of  its  reality;  her  secret,  she  thought, 
was  confined  to  her  own  breast,  but  pa&. 
sion  had  taken  too  deep  a  root  to  yield  to 
the  faint  efforts  she  occasionally  raade  to 
eradicate  it  She  had  anxiously  watched 
the  countenance  of  Arthur  Manfred,  at 
times  when  she  conioeived  he  might  be  off 
his  guard,  but  could  discover  nothing  that 
she  could  convert  into  a  proof  of  a  secret 
partiality  for  herself :  he  was  often  silent 
and  melancholy,  but  that  was  accounted 
for  by  his  long  course  of  sufferings.  Be* 
sides,  his  apparent  ^friendship  towards  the 
earl  of  Spalding,  whose  motives  could  hot 
be  doubted,  made  him  appear  ^vhoUy  free 
from  Jealousy,  and  without  jealousy  was 
it  possiUe  that  there  could  be  love  ?  Then 

agaiut 
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again,  the  partiality  which  he  evinced  ta- 
wards  Mr.  Debow,  whc»n  she  had  heard 
her  father  mention  to  Arthur  in  terms  of 
great  commendation,  accompanied  by  his 
hearty  wishes  for  the  young  man's  suc- 
cess. 

In  addition  to  the  apparent  want  of 
love  on  the  part  of  Manfred,  there  was 
anotha*  obstacle  to  her  union  with  the  ob- 
ject of  her  tender  attachment.  Her  fethef 
had,  indeed,  left  the  disposal  of  her  hand 
to  her  own  unbiassed  choice,  but  it  was 
with  complete  reliance  on  her  prudence. 
Rank,  with  the  baronet,  was  no  recom- 
mendation in  itself,  but  it  was  far  from 
being  a  drawback :  if  a  splendid  establish- 
ment could  have  bee»  obtained  conjointly 
with  happiness,  he  would  have  preferred 
it  to  the  same  portion  of  happiness  in  an 
inferior  station.  He  was  himself  of  an  an- 
cient  family,  and,  like  others  similarly 
circumstanced,  was  by  no  means  indiffe- 
ient  to  the  conscious  dignity  derived  from 
a  long  list  of  unsnlKed  ancestors,  some  of 

vol..  IV,  D  whom 
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whom  had  occupied  a  comer  in  the  book 
of  history,  and  some  liad  shone  the  hero 
of  the  open  page. 

,  Arthur  Man&ed  might  have  derived 
his  existence  from  beings  of  the  lowest 
order*— But  no !  that  was  impossible !  The 
elevation  of  his  taind  proved  him  to  be 
sprung  from  pai^ents  not  ignoble.  Might 
he  notj  however,  have  been  the  offspring 
of  an  illicit  Intercourse,  and  heir,  perhaps, 
to  nothing  but  a  Other's  infamy — ^a  mo- 
ther's shame  ?  Lady  Thirfield  seemed  the 
only  person  who  could  throw  any  light 
upon  his  origin,  and  her  ladyship  had 
never  said  more  on  the  subject  than  *^  that 
it  would  do  him  no  credit,  and  had  better 
be  buried  ^  in  obliviop."  Sir  Herbert  and 
his  family  were  none  of  those  who  con- 
ibund  the  innocent  with  tlie  guilty,  or 
who  visit  the  sins  of  the  parents  upon 
their  children.  If  Arthur  was  denied  the 
advantages  of  birth,  he  was  amply  recom- 
pensed by  the  gifts  of  Nature — If  noble 
blood  did  not  flow  in  his  veins,  it  was  a 

noble 
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noble  spirit  which  animated  him,  and  a 
noble  soul  which  guided  his  actions. 

Gertrude's  self-examination  always  end- 
ed with  the  bitter  reflection  that  she  was 
a  prey  to  a  passion  which  was  not  re- 
turned— ^to  fears  which  distressed  her— and 
to  hopes  which  could  never,  perhaps,  be 
realized.  She  sometimes  wondered  at  the 
want  of  caution  in  her  parents  in  placing 
before  her  a  person  who  ranked  so  high 
in  their  esteem,  and  who,  when  absent, 
was  the  almost  constant  theme  of  their 
discourse  in  the  language  of  praise.  Often 
had  her  fond  wishes  been  gratified  with 
the  detail  of  Arthur's  virtues,  and  often 
was  she  witness  to  the  melancholy  truth 
which  concluded  the  account.  It  was 
generally — ^**  Poor  fellow !  what-  an  orna- 
ment to  society!  and  yet  what  family 
will  admit  him  to  the  ties  of  marriage, 
with  the  shade  which  envelopes  his  early 
years?  Prejudice  is  commonly  unjust, 
and  often  cruel ;  and  yet  we  are  apt  to 
cling,  against  our  better  judgment,  to  no- 

P2  tions 
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filled  the  circles  of  fashion,  and  she  judged 
of  the  rest  by  the  samples  she  had  viewed. 
She  compared  them  with  herself,  and  then 
asked,  who  was  worthy  of  Arthur  Man- 
fred ?  But  fate  had  interposed,  for  even 
were  the  afiegtions  of  Arthur  in  unison 
with  her  own,  there  was  an  insuperable 
bar  to  their  union,  and  she  was  doomed  to 
despair. 

The  departure  of  the  rose  from  the 
qheeks  of  Gertrude,  and  the  fading  bril- 
liancy of  the  lily,  were  not  unnoticed  by 
her  fond  parents,  nor  by  the  unconscious 
object  of  h6r  affections.  They  were  alarm- 
ed, and  sought  advice ;  but  Gertrude's 
complaint  was  beyond  the  reach  of  medi- 
cines :  she  swallowed  the  prescriptions 
because  they  were  ordered,  from  the  same 
motive  that  the  physicians  prescribed  them : 
jshe  could  not  lay  claim  to  health,  and  both 
parties  considered  themselves  obliged  to 
do  something.  The  doctors  were  not  to 
receive  without  some  return,  nor  could 
they  be  expected  to  declare  their  ignorance 

of 
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of  the  patient's  disorder.  Physicians  in 
general  are  men  of  wisdom,  for  they  are 
early  impressed  with  the  maxim  of  doing 
no  harm  where  they  cannot  do  good.  The 
doctors  took  their  fees,  and  Gertrude  their 
medicines^,  but  the  advantages  were  wholly 
on  the  side  of  the  former,  and  Gertrude 
gained  every  thing  that  could  be  expected 
from  their  attcndance^^health  excepted, 

Gertrude  summoned  pride  to  her  aid, 
and  endeavoured  to  fancy  that  pride  was 
accompanied  by  resolution.  But  did  not 
the  same  causes  which  prevented  her 
from  looking  towards  Arthur  likewise 
prevent  him,  as  a  man  of  the  nicest  sense* 
of  honour,  from  looking  towards  her  ?  He 
was  certainly  blameless.  If  he  loved  her, 
ho  d^ed  not  tell  her  so ;  and  if  she  was 
indifferent  to  him,  what  could  she  expect 
beyond  the  tender  friendship  which  he  had 
alwa)'s  shewn  ? 

Pride,  however,  was  for  a  time  an  effec- 
tual ally ;  Gertrude  rallied  her  spirits,  and 

V  4  regained. 
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regained,  occasionally,  the  rose  upon  her 
cheeks ;  but  its  abode  was  only  transient^ 
although  it  was  evident  that  it  had  not 
wholly  deserted  her.  Her  father  and  mo- 
ther hailed  whsA  they  considered  as  the 
symptoms  of  returning  health  with  a  sin- 
cere joy;  the  sudden  recovery  ^tisfied 
them  that  tiie  cause  Was  slight,  and  they 
looked  forward  to  the  time  which  they 
had  fixed  upon  for  requiring  the  decision 
of  Gertrude  in  her  choice,  or  her  reasons 
for  pps(})oning  it. 

A  letter  from  sir  William  Delrow,  on 
the  part  of  his  son,  enabled  sir  Herbert  to 
sound  his  daughter's  inclinations.  He  de- 
sired her  attendance  in  his  study,^  and 
placing  the  letter  in  her  hand,  requested 
to  know  what  answer  she  would  wish  him 
to  give.  Gertrude  perused  the  letter:  it 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  call  for  expla- 
nation on  her  part  towards  her  father^ 
She  felt  aware  that  she  had  declined  such 
oSers  as  could  be  satisfactorily  accounted 

for 


for  in  no  tmy  but  by  acknowledging  a 
latent  cause,  and  no  cause  oooild  be  aOowi^ 
[Sufficient  but  affections  pre-odcupied. 

"  Welt  Gertrude,  what  answer  shaU  I 
make  to  ar  William  ?^' 

•*  What  answer,  my  deM  father,  do  yotb 
conceive,  under  present  citeumsfeances,  I 
ought  to  make  ?'^ 

^^  It  is  your  presm^  drt3umstanoes,  Gter* 
trude^  when  I  know  them,,  that  I  am  not 
only  ready >  but  anxious  to.  oomxnunicate^ 
I  do  not  ask  you  for  positive  decision,  but 
I  ask  you  if  I  shall  returti  sis  William  sucb 
an  ^tiswer  as  will  not  discourage  all  futures 
hope  on^  the*  part  of  his  son?  What  say 
you  ?  Remember  that  I  .am  your  friend 
mote  than-  your  father,  and  that  your  fu- 
ture happiness  is  the  sole  ot:gect  I  have  in 
view.'* 

"  Thenj  my  dear  father,  if  my  happi^ 
ness  is  youi?  olgect,  let  me  have  time  foc: 
ebnsideratibn^    I  am  still  youngs ^" 

"  -—True,  Gertrude ;  but  time  is  fleet* 

Dt5  ing^ 
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ing»  and  po8tp<Miement  is  but  too  fre* 
quratly  followed  by  r^ret ^ 

**  — And  hastiness  with  misery.  Shall 
I  enumerate  instances,  papa?"* 

^  But  you,  Gertrude,  are  acting  with 
an  over-caution.  There  is  a  happy  me- 
dium in  every  thing.  You  have  often 
deliberated,  but  your  deliberations  have 
always  tended  to  refusal ;  and  yet  I  must 
give  you  your  due  share  of  praise.  You 
have  deceived  no  one  by  a  shew  of  regard, 
nor  has  any  one  to  reproach  you  with 
courting  homage,  that  you  might  glwy  in 
your  power.  It  is  my  pride  that  you  are 
proof  against  the  allurements  of  rank  and 
fortune,  but  it  pains  me  that  your  heart 
has  continued  unassailable,  where  there 
was  every  inducejoient  to  surrender.**        ,  j 

**  My  dearest  father,  our  inclinations 
9xe  not  our  own ; .  you  have  always  told 
i)(ie  that  my  heart  should  decide.  When 
I  say  that  my  choice  shall  never  degrade 
me  in  your  estimation,  allow  me  in  return 

the 
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Hie  privilege  of  doing  what  you  have  al- 
ready praised  in  me,  of  never  trifling  with^ 
the  feelings  of  another.    I  have  a  high 
respect  for  Mr.  Delrow — ^I  think  him  ao 
estimable  man ;  but        "* 

"—But  what r 

**  — ^I  cannot  love  him — ^I  am  sure  I  can- 
not,  and  I  will  neither  deceive  him  nor 
you.** 

'*  Time,  Gertrude,  and  opportunity — '' 

**  — ^You  haveiried  both,  my  father,  and 
you  have  found  them  unavailing.  I  can- 
not be  blind  to  the  line,  of  conduct  which 
the  earl  of  Spalding  has  adopted.  To 
him  I  have  not  asswned  an  indifference*— 
I  have  felt  it,  and  yet  I  regard  him ;  but 
I  had  rather,  however  gratifying  to  my 
pride,  that  I  had  less  of  hi  a  attention. 
He  is  very  good^  and  I  am  truly  sorry  that 
it  is  not  in  my  power  \o  feel  as  gratitude 
would  prompt  me*" 

"  Gratitude,  Gertrude,  is  out  of  the 
question  ;  it  is  something  more  than  gjra« 
titude  which  can  recompense  the  lov^r — ^^ 

D  6  "  —And 
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'*^  -^And  that  something,  papa,  I  cannot 
oommancL" 

"  Then  you  have,  perhaps,  ^ven  your 
affections   where    they    have    not   been, 
sought?'* 

•*  Does  that  follow  ?  Must  my  incapa* 
city  to  love  one  be  ccmstrued  into  love  for 
another?    Is  that  fcur,  papa?" 

"Sometimes  it  is,  Gatrude,  and  why 
not  in  your  case?  But  beware,  my  child, 
of  giving  way  to  a  passion  which  your 
heart  condemns,  and  stilt  more,  beware  of 
suffering  *  concealment  to  prey  on  the  da- 
mask cheek/ — ^You  turn  pale,  Gertrude  P* 

**  Pale,  papa  I**  cried  Gertrude,  as  she 
put  her  hand  to  her  forehead — *^  Oh,  no  f 
the  room  is  close — Allow  me  to  open  the 
window — I  am  a  little  giddy.  We  were 
out  late  last  night,  and  I  was  too  fatigued 
to  sleep ^"^ 

"^Gertrude!  Gertrude f "" 


— A  slight  tap  at.  the  study-door  ar- 
rested the  speech  of  the  baronet,  pn  his 
directing  the  person  knocking  to  come  in, 

the 
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tlie  door  opened,  and  Arthur  Manfred 
made  his  appearance;  but  seeing  tliat  sir 
Herbert  and  his  daughter  were  engaged 
in  serious  conversation,  he '  motioned  to 
withdraw, 

"  Come  in,  my  dear  lad,"  said  the  ba- 
ronet,  **  we  have  no  secrets  among  our- 
selves, and  you  are  one  of  us.  Gertrude 
says  the  room  is  close,  and  that  she  is  fa- 
tigued with  sitting  up  last  night.  There 
is  nothing  like  air  and  exercise  for  both  of 
you;  and  as  the  house  is  so  close,  Ger-' 
trude,  do  you  get  out  of  it.  Manfred  haa 
1^  not  been  out  this  morning,  and  therefore 
do  you  run  and  get  your  shawl,  and  your 
other  paraphernalia,  and  proceed  with 
your  brother  Arthur  towards  Hyde  Park."^ 

"  Indeed,  papa,  I  am  very  well ^" 

"  — ^Yes,  I  see  you  are — ^You  have 
now  roses  to  spare,  and  might  even  vie 
with  the  carnation.  If  you  are  well,  the 
air  will  keep  you  so — Get  your  walking 
apparatus.** 

Gertrude  reluctantly  obeyed — she  had 

no 
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no  plea  for  refusaL  Her  brother  Arthur 
was .  to  be  her  companion — ^the  child  of 
chance  could  be  her  equal  in  every  respect 
but  one ;  her  father  could  adopt  the  out- 
cast as  a  nominal  son,  but  he  could  not 
accord  him  the  privileges  of  real  relation- 
ship. Arthur  was  her  brother  and  her 
friend — ^but  no  more. 

**  That's  a  strange  girl,"  said  the  baronet, 
as  his  daughter  quitted  the  room ;  "  if  it 
were  not  for  her  natural  ingenuousness,  I 
should  almost  suspect  her  of  a  dandestine 
correspondence.  I  think  I  may  boast  of 
having  one  of  the  most  singular  daugh- 
ters in  the  world,  for  she' certainly  is  either 
less  or  more  than  human.  Do,  my  dear 
lad " 

•^— Gtertrude,  equipped  for  the  walk, 
saved  Arthur  from  a  painful  injunction. 
His  hat  was  brought — his  proffered  arm 
accepted— and  they  sallied  forth,  each 
pleased  at  being  spared  from  present  pain, 
but  each  dreading  the  consequences  of  pre- 
sent pleasure, 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  IV. 
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Slietpivg^  that  althoxigh  Charity  may  ^nake  a  warm 
'    Under-Waistcoat^  it  makes  but  an  inefficient 
Cloak  in  a  Shower  of'  Rain. 

The  day  was  dear — the  sky  serene — the 
rural  world  was  bursting  into  splendour — 
the  glittering  equipages,  and  the  moving 
scene  of  elegance,  where  each  individual 
shared  the  influence  of  a  glowing  sun  of 
early  growth,  and  communicated  aroimd 
the  exhilarating  pleasures  of  attracting  and 
paying  admiration,  soon  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  Gertrude,  and  her  brother  Arthur. 
They  sought  the  crowd  to  get  rid  of  them* 
selves;  the  passing  throng  would  either 
be  an  apology  for  con>monplace  remarks, 
or  for  silent  observation. 
The  mutual  restraint,  the  result  of  hap- 
piness 
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piness  too  great,  was  alleviated  by  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Delrow.  He  was  an  ob- 
ject unconnected  with  either,  an4  with 
whom  both  could  discourse  without  embar- 
rassment Gertrude  rallied  her  spirits; 
but  she  sunk  those  of  her  companion,  who 
inwardly  sighed  at  her  assumed  vivacity ; 
but,  in  reality,  he  had  nothing  to  regret 
but  his  incapability  of  summoning  his  own 
animal  spirits,  to  dissipate  the  gloom  which 
hovered  over  his  mind. 

Mr.  Delrow  found  materials  for  dis^ 
course,  and  Gertrude  listened*  Arthur  re- 
laxed  his  hold  on  the  arm  entwined  in  his^, 
lesC  it  might  feel  the  palpitations,  which  he 
'  found  increasing  as  the  party  proceeded; 
From  his  residence  on  the  continaat,  Mr; 
Delrow*s  knowledge  of  the  leading  charac^ 
ters  was  extremely  limited,  and  neither 
Gertrude  nor  Arthur,  the  latter  in  parti- 
cular, were  enabled  to  afford  information 
to  any  extent  an  such  impcirtant  topicSi 
The  deficiency  was  however  richly  sup» 
pBed^  by  the  reverend  Adolphus  Caesar 

Ruby, 
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Ruby,  who  daimed  the  acquaintance  of 
Mr.  Delrow  upon  the  merit  of  the  preced* 
ing  night's  introduction.  Mr.  Ruby  knew, 
or  pretended  to  know,  the  anecdotes  of 
every  one,  and  his  tales  of  one  were  stop- 
ped in  their  career  before  they  were  half 
concluded,  by  the  arrival  of  fresh  persons 
within  the  sphere  of  vision, 

"  Pray,  my  dear  friend,"  said  th^  der* 
gy  man,  **  introduce  me  to  ^e  Beauchamps; 
Gad!  you  are. soon  put  under  a  r^men— 
not  a  cooling  one  though  !  How  I  have 
longed  to  pay  my  adoration  at  the  shrine 
d£  divinity !  My  dear  Delrow,  be  my  pass^ 
port  to  happiness.  How  blessed  aie  you 
to  be  discharged  from  foreign  service,  and 
placed  so  gloriously  on  the  home  estabfish« 
ment !    Good — ^very  fair,  is  it  not?" 

Mr.  Delrow  was  at  a  loss  how  to  pro-r 
ceed,  but  the  parson  saved  him  all  further 
trouble. 

"  I  shall  never  be  able,  ISIiss  Beanchamp^ 
to  thank  my  friend  Delrow  here,  for  the 

high  ^ 
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high  gratification  his  present  introduction 
has  afforded  me;  I  have  been  fluttering 
on  the  wing  the  whole  winter,  in  the  vain 
hope  of  enjoying  niy  present  felicity/' 

Mr.  Delrow  found  it  impossible  to  avoid 
interference — the  coxcomb  seemed  deter- 
mined  to  make  his  own  way ;  and  having 
already  used  the  name  of  his  "  friend  Del- 
row,"  the  latter  conceived  that  he  conld 
not,  in  common  politeness,  say  less  than 
~"  Miss  Beauchamp — the  reverend  Mr. 
Ruby.'' 

"  Yes,  Miss  Beauchamp,  and  I  flatter 
myself  a  person  not  altogether  undistin- 
guished in  the  fashionable  world.  The 
name  of  the   reverend  Adolphus  Caesar 

Ruby,  morning  preacher  at chapel, 

alternate  evening  lecturer  at  ■  chapel, 
-and,  I  am  happy  to  add,  vicar  of  Catgut- 
cum-Fiddlestick,  in  the  county  of  North- 
umberland, has  been  frequently  quoted,  in 
the  very  first  circles,  in  terms  of  cordial 
approbation*** 

**  Your 
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"  Your  panegyric  then  was  successful  ?*' 
asked  Delrow,  with  a  look  almost  amount- 
ing to  contempt 

"  1  am  really  ashamed  of  myself,"  re- 
plied the  parson ;  "  but  what  can  one  do  ? 

There  is  a  man  now  just  passed,  lord ^ 

whom  I  praised,  without  success,  in  one 
hundred  and  fifty  verses,  which  actually 
cost  me  sixpence  a  dozen ;  but  he  has  no 
soul—but  this  is  in  confidence,  for  he  even 
laughed  At  a  lampoon  which  I  was  at  the 
trouble  of  writing  myself.*' 
-  *V  Then  Mrs-  Strattdn  succeeded  as  she 
promised?" 

"  Immediately !  My  dear  fellow,  how 
could  it  be  otherwise  ?  They  were  charm- 
ing lines — Shall  I  read  them  ?" 

"  Not  at  present.  But  why  ashamed 
of  yourself?" 

"  One  hates  creeping  up  the  backstairs; 
not  that,  on  the  whole,  I  think  myself  much 
degraded,  considering  I  have  the  prince  of 

.         ,  the  dukes  of  — ^ — , ,  »  > 

.   •  •  ^  and  every  body  of  consequence  to' 

support 
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supfx>rt  me.  But  h^ig  it !  it  makes  one 
blush,  when  one  sees  a  fine  strapping  wd- 
man  supporting  £(  decrepid  husband,  (Ai 
the  veige  between  mortality  and  immor- 
tality, like  a  baby  in  leading-strings — in- 
deed it  shocks  me ;  a^  I  think  it  unbe- 
coming to  my  doth  to  persevere  in  coun- 
tenancing them.  Do  you  not  think  so. 
Miss  Beauchamp  ?' 

"  Upon  my  word,  sir,  I  cannot  be  a 
judge  upon  a  subject  to  which  I  am  an 
entire  stranger.** 

"  And  perhaps/'  added  Mr.  Delrow,  **  it 
would  be  no  great  harm  if  Miss  Beau- 
champ  were  to  remain  so*" 

"  Parjdon  me,  my  dear  friend,  I  entirely 
disagree  with  you ;  it  is  by  example  that 
the  world  is  instructed.  Who  could  ever 
place  a  proper  estimate  upon  virtue,  bilt 
by  contrasting  it  with  vice  ?  Mrs.  Strat- 
ton,  the  actress,  tlie  mistress,  and  ulti- 
mately the  wife  of  dotage,  respectability 

cannot Bless  me !  I  think  that  is  tlie 

dear  creature's  Carriage — it  is  her  charming 

solf 
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self  within  it  Excuse  me,  Delrow — Misft 
Beauchainp,  your  most  obedient — ^No^ 
thing  could  tear  me  from  one  lovely  fe- 
male but  the  presence  of  another.  Adieu !" 
.  Tla^  reverend  Adolphus  Caesar  Ruby 
a^v^iced  >vith  eagerness  to  a  neat  jdain 
chariot.  It  was  proceeding  at  a  moderate 
pace;  but  on  a  sudden,  and  when  Mr. 
Ruby  was  within  a  few  yards,  the  glass 
was  drawn  u^»  and  a  hint  was  ^  communi- 
cated, by  the  coachman  to  the  horses^  that 
a  quicker  progress  was  desirable.  The 
hint  was  not  lost,  for  the  reverend  gentle- 
man was  either  iwable  or  unwilling  to  ar- 
rest the  speed. 

Di^^pointed  in  paying  his  devoirs,  he 
looked  around  to  see  who  had  been  the 
witnesses  of  the  complete  cut  he  had  ex- 
perienced. The  eyes  of  the  party  he  had 
just  left  were  directed  towards  him,  se- 
cretly enjoying  the  punishment  of  puppy- 
ism and  slandeh  The  parson's  place  in 
the  quartett  was  at  the  moment  occupied 
by  m  WiUiam  Deb-ow,  who  had  been. 

walking 
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walking  sufficiently  near  i.o  overhear  part 
of  the  remarks  of  Mrs.  Stratton's  protegie, 
and  to  view  his  present  discomfiture. 

Mr.  Ruby  retreated  to  the  thickest  part 
of  the  crowd,  in  which  he  met  with  insig- 
nificance like  his  own,  and  with  persons 
who  were  glad  to  connect  themselves  with 
emptiness  and  folly,  rather  than  pass  wholly 
unnoticed.  • 

"  Ingratitude,"  said  sir  Williani  Delrow, 
"  assumes  such  various  forms,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  enumerate  them.  With  some 
it  is  cloaked  under  the  garb  of  propriety, 
as  in  the  instance  we  have  jiist  witnessed. 
Mr.  Ruby  would  wish  it  to  be  believed, 
by  such  as  are  not  aware  of  the  real  cir- 
cumstances, that  the  living,  of  which  he 
has  just  received  the  presentation,  was  a 
just  offering  to  his  merit,  instead  of  being 
the  price  of  unwearied  solicitation,  accom- 
panied by  flattery,  lavished,  even  from  th 
pulpit,  with  an  unsparing  hand." 

"  But,"  observed  Gertrude,  "  Mr.  Ruby 
is  not  the  only  one  who  has  been  lavish  in 

thei^ 
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their  praises  of  Mrs.  Stratton,  and  some  at 
least  must  be  disinterested.  If  charity,  as 
we  are  taught  to  believe,  covers  a  multi- 
tude of  sins,  Mrs.  Stratton  has  good  claim 
to  forgiveness ;  for,  as  far  as  I  am  enabled 
to  judge,  her  conduct  seems  devoid  of  os« 
tentation.** 

"  There,  Miss  Beauchamp,  I  agree  with 
you,  and  I  think  her  benevolence  springs 
from  the  heart.  If  her  progress  through  life 
be  not  a  fit  example  for  imitation,  in  many 
parts,  at  least,  it  is  praiseworthy.  Few  fe- 
males,^ bom  and  educated  in  mediocrity, 
are  able  to  withstand  the  temptation  of 
flattery  and  fortune,  and  those  who  have 
exposed  their  persons  on  the  public  stage, 
less  than  wiy  other.  The  woman  who  am 
withstand  the  vicious  contagion  of  the 
green-room  must  be  fortified  with  more 
than  an  ordinary  portion  of  mind  and  vir- 
tue; yet  the  privacy  with  which  Mrs, 
Stratton  conducted  herself  under  a  situ* 
ation  hardly  doubtful,  would  have  disarm- 
ed the  sevCTCst  moralist    They  who  have 

iseen 
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seen  her  in  the  ndghbouriiood  of  ha*  re- 
treat must  have  observed  her  shunning 
dll  but  those  whom  she  could  relieve  with 
her  bounty." 

*^  But  the  possessors  of  riches,  my  deaat 
&tha',*'  said  Mr.  Delrow^  ^  ate  frequently 
clothed  in  spotless  white^  while  the  posses* 
sors  of  simile  virtue  are  often  bespattered 
with  mud  by  the  surrounding  mob,  who 
are  apt  to  confound  theur  judgment  with 
their  expectations,  and  to  estimate  the  \ir* 
tue  of  different  personages  by  then-  respec- 
tive  powers  of  dispensing  the  gifts  a£  &x* 
tune/* 


s 


**  And  there  is  reason  in  so  doing :  the 
hand  which  receives  ought  to  bless  the 
hand  that  gives — the  patron  should  be 
faultless  to  his  dependent,  if  not  in  his 
eyes,  at  least  in  his  tongtie ;  where  vice  is 
the  distributor,  the  degradation  is  on  the 
side  of  him  that  partakes  the  bounty,  if 
there  is  degradation  anyivhere.  The  mo- 
rals of  Mr,  Ruby  are  shocked  at  obtaining' 
that  which  he  would  have  sacrificed  all  the 

virtues 
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virtues  which  have  yet  existed,  or  which 
may  hereafter  exist,  to  procure.  1  remem- 
ber, some  years  back,  the  virtuous  tabbiei^ 

and  matrons  of ,  dreading  the  effects 

of  contamination,  and  determining  to  keep 
the  road  to  heaven  to  themselves,  refused 
to  accede  to  Mrs.  Stratton's  earnest  wishes 
of  paying  her  religious  duties  at  the  pub- 
lic place  allotted  for  their  performance. 
How  they  regard  the  rich  Mrs,  Stratton 
now,  I  know  not:  perhaps  they  would 
not  now  refuse  tlieir  sanction  to  a  pew  in 
the  church,  and  pefrhaps  their  heads  would 
bend  to  the  ground  to  the  same  object  at 
which  their  noses  were  formerly  turned 
up,  in  token  of  sovereign  contempt.** 

"  May  not  the  contempt  have  been 
strongly  tinctured  with  envy  ?"  asked  Mr. 
Delrow,  "  If  they  had  passed  Mrs.  Strat- 
ton  in  silent  pity,  they  might  have  obtain- 
ed credit  for  their  virtuous  professions; 
but  contempt  is  strongly  suspicious  of  an 
endeavour  to  look  down  upon  that  to 

VOL.  IV.  E  which 
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ivliich  they  are  inwardly  willing  to  look 
up. 

"  I  believe  you ;  and  if  Mrs.  Stnittcm 
bad  extended  her  charities  to  all  who  were 
willing  to  partake  of  them,  and  who  were 
ready  to  receive  her  as  M n  Stratton's  avow- 
ed daughter,  till  circumstances  enabled  him 
to  dignify  her  with  the  title  of  his  wife, 
they  would  have  sought  no  explanation  at 
such  an  apparently-unnatural  transition,  so 
long  as  the  good  things  of  this  woild  had 
continued  to  flow  in  the  customary  chan- 
nel towards  themselves.'* 

"  I  fear,  sir  William,"  said  Gertrude, 
*f  that  the  female  sex  do  not  rank  very 
high  in  your  estimation." 

"  There,  my  dear  Miss  Beaudiamp, 
you  are  mistaken ;  I  have  the  highest  opi- 
nion of  many  females,  who  are  an  honour 
to  the  rank  in  which  they  move.  All  aie 
certainly  not  to  suffer  for  the  &ifing9  of  a 
fbw ;  nor  ought  the  existence  of  those  fail*. 
itig9  to  be  questioned,  because  there  are 

•    wom'eft 
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women  who  approach  as  near  to  perfec- 
tion as  the  infirmities  of  our  natare  will 
permit.  I  have  defended  the  heart  of  Mrs. 
Stratton,  but  I  cannot  plead  the  cause  of 
her  head.  It  may  be  said  that  she  was  in- 
dependent of  control,  and  had  therefore 
the  full  right,  if  she  chose  it,  to  ascend 
the  bed  of  tottering  age  and  childish  im- 
becility; she  had  acquired  an  influence 
overamiitd  enfeebled  by  years,  and  ex- 
erted it-more  to  her  grandeur,  in  my  opi- 
nion, than  to  her  credit," 

"  But  you  will  allow,  sir,'*  said  Mr.  Del- 
row,  "  that  by  such  a  step  her  power  of 
doing  good  is  much  increased  ?" 

"  Perhaps  not.  If  she  could  command 
the  person  under  such  circumstances,  she 
could  command  the  purse ;  the  cmly  alte- 
ration would  be  in  external  appearances." 

**  The  character,  at  aU  events,  of  the  wife, 
is  more  respectable  than  that  of  the  mis- 
tress."    - 

"  Not  always.  The  wife  firequently 
loses  the  respect  which  good  conduct  ha$ 

£  S  secured 
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secured  to  the  mistress.  But  we  are  at  the 
park-gates — ^Are  you  inclined.  Miss  Beau- 
champ,  for  another  turn,  or  shall  my  son 
and  myself  bid  adieu  for  the  present  ?** 

Gertrude  expressed  her  wish  to  proceed 
homewards,  whither  she  and  her  compa- 
nion walked  in  perfect  sil^ice.  The  con- 
versation, although  it  was  a  seasonable  re- 
lief to  the  feelings  of  both  Arthur  and 
herself^  was  not  calculated  to  increase 
their  estimation  of  either  sir  William  or 
his  son.  Gertrude  conceived  that  such 
a  train  of  discourse  might  almost  as  well 
have  been  spared  in  her  presence;  but 
sir  William  Delrow  was  a  man  of  the 
world,  and  entered  with  eagerness  upon 
the  topics  of  the  day. 
.  During  the  whole  walk,  Arthur  had 
scarcely  opened  his  lips ;  but  it  was  Gter- 
trude  who  hung  upon  his  arm,  and,  for  the 
time,  he  was  happy  and  contented* 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


To  be  in  Love  once  in  one^s  Life  is  quite  enough. 

w 

In  propcwrtion  as  Arthur  Manfred  reco- 
vered from  the  effects  of  his  wound,  in 
proportion  did  he '  feel  an  increasing  me- 
lancholy. Like  Gertrude,  from  the  pe- 
riod of  his  short  stay  in  England,  in  which 
he  had  imbibed  an  irresistible  passion,  he 
had  unceasmgly  cherished  iii  his  mind  the 
.  fair  object  of  his  tender  regard.  The  ram- 
ble  to  the  scenes  of  early  delight  and 
amusement  was  equally  fatal  to  him,  as 
far  as  regarded  present  tranquillity,  as  to 
Gertrude :  tkeriy  and  for  a  long  time  after, 
the  intoxicating  draught  was'  swallowed 
by  him  with  the  utmost  eagerness ;  and  it 
was  not  until  love  had  so  firmly  rooted  it- 
self in  the  breast  of  Arthur  as  to  require 

£  3  no 
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no  further  exertions  to  maintain  the  ascend- 
ancy,  that  the  latter  permitted  himself  to 
take  a  review  of  his  hopes  and  prospects. 
The  more  he  reflected,  the  more  he  was 
unhappy,  for  he  was  the  more  satisfied 
that  there  was  nothing  to  warrant  his  pre- 
sumption. Could  the  orphan — the  child 
of  charity,  dare  to  aspire  to  the  spotless 
hand  o^  Gertrude  Beaudiamp,  the  heiress 
and  only  offspring  of  the  benevolent  be- 
ings who  had  protected  and  supported 
him  ?  The  comparison  would  not  bear  a 
moment's  consideration,  even  with  a  man 
in  love.  He  had  been  foolish  to  encourage 
the  pleasing  idea,  but  as  often  as  reason 
resumed  her  sway,  which,  notwithstanding 
his  being  in  love,  was  sometimes  the  case, 
he  felt  that  it  was  his  duty  to  smother  his 
sensations,  for  his  own  sake,  as  well  as  for 
that  of  his  friends.  Should  he  aspire,  or 
should  he  attempt  to  gain  the  affections 
of  the  woman  he  idolized,  he  would  be 
guilty  of  the  blackest  ingratitude  to  her 
parents;  hi$  return  for  kindness,  unso- 
licited 
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lidted  and  unlooked-for,  would  be  the  in- 
fliction of  injury  beyond  atonement.  Sir 
Herbert,  thelover  felt  confident,  could  never 
sanction  a  union  which  his  pride  and  princi-  - 
pies  would  condemn;  and,  in  the  improbable 
event  of  the  baronet's  consenting,  was  it 
likely  that  Gertrude,  shining  as  she  was 
in  Heaven's  loveliness,  could  descend  from 
the  proud  pre-eminence  in  whicWortune 
and  beauty  had  placed  her,  to  share  his 
humble  lot,  and  to  sully  her  family  by  sa 
unequal  an  alliance? 

A  chance  was,  however,  left  him.  The 
profession  in  wliich  he  had  embarked 
afforded  opportunities  of  compensating 
for  those  defidencies,  which  were  his  mis- 
fortune and  not  his  fault.  The  state  of 
inactivity  into  which  his  wound  had 
plunged  him  was  distraction,  for  it  allow- 
ed him  leisure  to  think,  not  only  of  his 
unfortunate  attachment,  but  that  he  was 
doing  nothing  to  merit  the  regards  of  the 
arbitress  of  his  fate.  Death  would  relieve 
him  from  his  state  of  torture  -—  victory  « 

£  4  would 
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would  place  him  nearer  the  goal  of  his 
ambition ;  the  sight  of  an  enemy  had 
always  been  the  signal  for  Aithufs  pre- 
parations to  attack,  and  under  such  im* 
pressions  it  was  no  wonder  that  lie  some- 
times overshot  the  bounds  of  prudenca 
To  the  time  of  the  melancholy  afiair  which 
deprived  the  country  for  a  time  of  his 
service:?,  Arthur  had  been  uniformly  suc- 
cessful in  every  operation;  preferments 
lay  in  wait  for  him,  ^  and  honours  were  at 
his  feef ,  but  these  were  not  sufficient ;  his 
heart  Was  fixed  on  wearing"  Gertrude,  and 
his  mind  was  bent  upon  winning  her^ 
But  his  career  of  glory  was  stopped,  and 
both  body  and  mind  doomed  to  the  most 
acute  sufferings. 

The  parental  kindness  of  sir  Herbert 
Beauchamp,  on  the  return  of  the  w^ound- 
ed  Arthur  to  England/ had  still  further 
increased  a  load  of  obligation  already  too 
heavy  to  be  home,  and  this  iheguilty  Ar- 
thur was  repaying  by  nourishing  a  secret 
passion  for  the  only  child  of  his  benefac- 
tor 
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for.     In  the  progress  of  his  recovery,  the 
society  of  Gertrude  added  fuel  to  the 
flame.    As  his  bodily  sufferings  ceased, 
he  dreaded  that  his  powers  of  concealment 
would  fail  liim,  and  were  he  to  betray 
himself^,  he  was  Tost  tot  ever  in  the  estima* 
tion  of  himself,  and  of  those  whom  niost 
he  valued.     FIfght  was  the  only  ijieans  of 
safety,  and  on  flight  he  resolved,  congra-. 
tulating  himself  not  only  on  his  resolution 
in  retiring  from  danger,  but  on  the  firm- 
ness which  had  enabled  him  to  conceal  the 
state  of  his  heart.     la  the  course  of  his 
illness,  sFr  Herbert  had  frequently  made 
Gertrude  the  subject  of  his.  discourse,,  as- 
he  took  his  turn  in   watching  by  the 
sick-bed :  lie  had  lamented  his  daughter's 
insensibility,  and  sorely  regretted  her  re- 
fusal of  the  earl  of  Spalding.    Gertrude's 
prospects,  he  said,  were  noble,  and  al- 
though he  p&ced  reliance  on.  her  judg- 
ment, he  was  at"  times  inclined  to  doubt 
her  prudence.    The  baronet  hatf  never 
made  the  slightest  allusion  to  himself,  but. 

E&  Arthur 
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Arthur  had  occasionally  heard  sufficient 
to  convince  him  that  birth  was  an  essen- 
tial qualification  in  sir  Herbert's  choice  of 
a  son-in-law.  He  often  expressed  his  pride 
in  Arthur,  and  gloried  in  his  strict  notions 
of  honour,  which  he  was  'satisfied  would 
never  expose  him  to  self-condemnation. 
Arthur  was  grateful  for  the  good  opinion 
of  his  benefactor,  but  every  word  was  a 
dagger  to  his  breast  The  benevolent 
provision  which  Simpson  had  bestowed  on 
him  had  lost  its  charm ;  it  bestowed  an 
independence,  but  it  could  not  fill  up  the 
blank  which  could  make  him  acceptable 
to  sir  Herbert  Beauchamp. 

Retreat  was  the  only  apparent  mode  of 
escaping  certain  misery,  and  the  only 
mode  of  retreating  with  consistency  was 
the  resumption  of  his  profession.  One 
friendly  shot  had  exposed  him  to  tempta- 
tion— another  might  free  him  wholly  from 
future  uneasiness.  By  flying  while  he 
had  yet  the  power,  he  would  preserve  the 
good  opinion  of  his  firiends,  which  a  little 

time 
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time  would  put  out  of  his  reach  tp  main- 
tain :  by  continuing,  he  was  daily  exposed 
to  fresh  danger,  under  which  his  mind,  he 
was  satisfied,  must  ultimately  sink»  and 
death  in  the  heat  of  battle  had  fewer  hor- 
rors in  his  eyes,  than  the  gradual  wast-» 
ings  of  a  hopeless  passion. 

In  this  resolution,  he  wrote  to  the  ad- 
miralty, announcing  his  perfect  recovery 
from  his  wound,  and  expressing  his  ear- 
nest desire  to  be  again  in  active  employ- 
ment A  few  days  elapsed,  and  an  ofS- 
cial  letter  was  put  into  his  hand,  as  he  was 
rumiAating  alone  on  his  unhappy  situa- 
tion. *  He  opened  it  with  eagerness^  and 
read  as  follows : — 


**  SIK, 

-  I  am  directed  by  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  — ^ 

£  6  instant. 
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instant,  in  which  you  express  your  wish 
to  be  employed  on  actual  service. 
"  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir. 

Your  very  obedient  servant. 


"  Admiralty^ 18 — 

"  To  Arthur  Manfred,  Esq.  &p.  &p.&f. 


Arthur  despairingly  perused  this  delect- 
able epistle,  again  and  again.  For  years 
he  had  been  one  of  the  most  active  officers 
in  the  service,  and  neglect  was  now  the  re- 
ward of  his  exertions.  He  expected,  at  the 
least,  that  they  would  have  congratulated 
him  on  nis  restoiation  to  hfealth,  and  that 
they  would  either  have  held  out  to  him 
some  prospect  of  employment,  or  else  that 
they  would  have  assigned  some  plausible 
motive  for  denying  his  suit.  But  Arthur 
had  known  nothing  of  the  sea- service  but 
the  dangerous  part,  and  had  yet  to  learn 
that  extraordinary  merit  was  a  drawback, 

as 
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as  it  excited  envy,  and  that  interest  was 
the  only  means  of  acting  upon  the  hire- 
'  lings  and  understrappers  of  office,  who 
have  frequently  more  in  their  ^ower  to 
mar  or  make  than  their  principals,  who 
are  commonly  induced  by  indolence  or  ig- 
norance to  devolve  their  powers  where 
they  are  often  abused. 

Arthur  was  roused,  from  the  reverie  in 
which  tiie  letter  had  thrown  him  by  the 
entrance  of  lady  Earlingbury,  accompanied 
by  her  brother,  captain  Crofton.  The  ba- 
ronet,  his  wife,  and  daughter,  were  from 
home,  but  the  impatience  of  lady  Earlingi 
bury  urged  her  to  pursue  her  way  to  the* 
breakfast-room,  where  she  was  given  to  un- 
derstand  that  Arthur  was  sitting. 

*'  Manfred,  my  dear  fellow,"  exclaimed 
Crofton,  as  he  extended  his  hand,  "  thank 
God  I  have  seen  you  once  more  !  It  is  a 
pleasure,*  between  ourselves^  that  I  nevet 
expected  to  have  again  enjoyed.  I  have 
few  questions  to  ask  you,  and  few  remarks 
tp  make,  for  my  sister  has  talked  of  little 

else 
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else  than  of  yourself  since  my  arrival; 
but  now  you  are  well,  I  hope  the  godded 
who  inspired  you  has  been  kind.  Stay — 
is  not  that  an  admiralty  letter  in  your 
hand?  A  brother  seaman  you  know  i* 
privileged.  'Wish  to  be  employed  on 
actual  service!*  Hey-day!  what,  have 
you  not  had  peppering  enough,  my  fine 
lad  ?  or  has  your  jade  of  a  goddess  flung 
you,  and  induced  you  to  fly  to  the  jaw5 
of  a  cannon,  to  escape  from  all  probability 
of  dying  by  love?  Hang  her!  she  must 
be  something  more  than  ordinary  to  resist 
Arthur  Manfred  with  his  laurek  and  his 
fortune." 

"  Pray,  captain  Manfred,"  cried  lady 
Earlingbury,  "  how  have  you  contrived  to 
hide  your  love  under  a  bushel  so  closely 
that  I  could  never  discover  the  slightest 
portion  of  it  ?" 

"  You  are  not,  lady  Earlingbury,"  said 
Arthur,  forcing  a  smile,  "  at  this  time  to 
learn  your*brother's  talents  for  raillery." 

*'  Raillery !"  cried  captain  Crqflon j  "  no^ 

no — 
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no — Manfred's  dismal  looks  tell  me  that 
it  is  not  .raillery.  But  before  we  get  to 
love,  let  us  talk  of  business,  for  fear  that 
by  broaching  love  in  the  first  instance,  we 
may  feel  ourselves  incapacitated  for  di^^ 
cussing  the  other  point.  You  are  unluck- 
ily promoted,  or  you  should  be  my  first 
lieutenant  in  a  seventy-four,  to  which  1  have 
this  morning  been  appointed.  Depend  up* 
on  it,  your  admiralty  application  will  never 
imcceed,  unless  you  get  it  backed  by  some- 
thing more  irresistible  than  merit.  If^ 
however,  you  are  really  desirous  of  again 
quitting  England,  and  what's  heir  name '^ 

^*  — ^Aye,  what's  her  name,  brother  ? 
for  I  do  not  think  we  shall  get  it  out  of 
Manfred  himself." 

"  Nonsense,  lady  Earlingbury,"  said  Ar- 
thur, half  peevishly ;  "  besides  the  busi- 
ness was  to  be  first  dismissed,  and '' 

"  — ^Well  then  we  will  dismiss  it,"  said 
the  countess,  "  for  I  suppose  your  eager- 
ness to  go  to  sea  arises  firom  the  irksome- 

ness 
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ness  ofstayiiig  ashore.  You  have  tired  out 
your  friends,  I  imagine,  and  yourself  into 
the  bargain.  But  this  wliaf  s  hernamie "* 

**  — I  dechf  3  I  forget  it,"  sard  the  cap- 
tain ;  "  what  is  it,  Manfred  ?  You  cannot 
have  forgotten  it,  for  I'll  swear  it  was  your 
morning  and  your  evening's  thoughts ." 

"  Pooh,  pooh  t  a  will  o'  th'  wisp — ^an 
image  of  the  brain,"  said  Arthur,  attempt- 
ing to  look  cheerfuU 

"  An  ideal  model  of  perfection,  captain 
Manfred,"  drawled  out  lady  Earlingbury ; 
**  but  pray  who  was  she  most  like  ?" 

"Come,  Manfred,"  cried  Crofton,  "do 
notput  meto  the  trouble  of  Itigging  out  my 
pocket-book.  I  made  your  successor,  Wes- 
ton, write  it  down,.that  we  might  sometimes, 
think  of  you,  and  sometimes  with  you." 

"  Then  pra)r  oblige  me,  captam  Crof- 
ton, by  burying  my  folly  in  obFivion."^ 

"  This,"  said  lady  Eai'lingbur}%  «  is  a 
plain  confession  of  guilt;  but  I  shall*  not 
allow  captain  Itlanfred  to  be  convicted*  of 

•  ^  folly 
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folly  upon  his  own  simple  evidence.    The 
pocket-book^  brother." 

"  Here  it  is :  Manfred,  how  was  it  pos- 
sible for  a  name  so  often  mentioned  with 
fervor  in  my  hearing,  by  a  man  I  esteem 
ed,  to  have  escaped  my  recollection  ?" 

"  I  am  in  your  power,  captain  Crofton— 
be  merdfal." 

*^  He  is  in  your  power,  captain  Citofton— 
be  just*  I  could  have  sworn  he  had  been 
in  love,  or  he  never  would  have  been  proof 
against  the  charming  creature  I  {»*omised 
to  shew  you.  If  he  had  stood  upon  idle 
punctilio,  and  bartered  his  happiness  for 
a  false  pride,  it  is  high  time  th^t  some 
one  should  step  in  to  his  relie£  But  be»* 
fore  I  can  read  a  lecture,  I  must  have  my 
lesson  •  perfect — ^The  name  ?" 

«  Gertrude.'' 

"  Gertrude  what?'* 

•*  Nay,  Gertrude  must  be  fuffident,  for 
I  know  no  farther,  save  that  death  and 
Gertrude  were  constantly  associated  in 
Manfred's  mind,  whenever  he  advanced 

to 
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to  battle,  and  life  and  Gertrude  were 
equally  assodated  on  his  return.  I  be- 
lieve, on  my  consdenoe,  that  this  Gertrude 
has  been  the  grand  spring  o^  his  heroic 
achievements,  and  if  he  has  not  already 
done  sufficient  to  win  the  loveliest  woman 
in  existence,  she  deserves  to  lead  apes  to 
all  eternity ;  a  warmer  or  a  better  heart 
she  never  could  obtain ;  and  I'll  swear  that 
Manfred's  love  was  equal  to  his  bravery^, 
which  has  spoken  for  itself  in  terms  too 
plain  to  admit  of  misconstruction." 

During  her  brother^s  last  speech,  lady 
Earlingbury  had  fixed  her  eyes  upon  the 
speaker,  absorbed  in  thoughtful  meditat 
tion.  She  had  met  with  a  pair  of  incom<^ 
prehensibles,  each  labouring  under  an  ar- 
dent  passion,  which  they  had  not  only 
concealed  from  each  other,  but  from  all 
the  world.  JLiady  Earlingbury  had  sus- 
pected Gertrude,  but  she  could  discover 
nothing  subsequently  to  confirm  her  susr 
picions,  although  her  imagination  led  her 
to  believe  that  they  were  well-founded. 

From 
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From  her  reverie  she  was  roused  by  the 
exclamation  of  her  brother — ^^  Good  Hea- 
vens, Manfred !  what  is  the  matter?" 

The  countess  directed  her  eyes  towards 
Arthur,  and  saw  that  the  blood  had  forsa* 
ken  both  the  cheeks  and  the  lips,  and  that 
he  was  gasping  for  breath.  Unwilling 
that  the  servants  should  witness  his  agi- 
tation, she  first  flew  to  open  the  window^ 
and  then,  with  the  assistance  of  her  bro- 
ther, led  him  into  the  current  of  air.  He 
was  revived,  and  his  recollection  returned, 
accompanied  by  the  full  sense  of  his  mi- 
sery. His  secret  was  betrayed,  and  he 
was  exposed  to  all  the  horrors  of  detec- 
tion, on  a  pomt  whfch  he  had  carefully 
cherished  in  his  own  breast.  He  felt 
aware  that  what  had  now  passed  would 
elucidate  many  trivial  incidents,  which, 
perhaps,  were  only  perceptible  to  his  keen 
feelings.  Gertrude  had  been  his  toast 
with  his  messmates,  but  here  there  waa 
no  harm*^Every  one  of  his  companions 
had  their  mistresses,  fanciful  or  real;  but 

none 
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none  had  loved  like  Arthur;  Gertrude^g 
image  was  engraven  on  his  mind;  lie 
could  think  of  no  other  female  in  the 
hours  of  hilarity — it  was  but  fair  then  that 
she  should  be  present  to  him  in  the  houra 
of  danger. 

The  double  motive  of  curiosity  and  re- 
gard induced  lady  Earlingbury  to  seek 
from  Arthur  a  further  explanation  of  his 
sentiments;  she  thought  that  she  might 
at  least  be  able  to  advise  him,  if  not  to  as- 
sist him ;  at  all  events,  the  mihd^wouM 
be  relieved  by  a  full  disclosure  of  what 
was  partially  known.  The  time  wg^s  op- 
portune :  the  Beaudiamp'&mily  weFe  ab- 
sent, and  she  could  easily  find  a  pretext 
of  dispatching  her  brother  for  a  time,  and 
of  desiring  him  again  to  call  for  her. 

"  Charles,'*  said  tlie  countess,  "  I  do  not 
much  like  the  pcc^le  you  are  going  to, 
and  I  am  certain  if  I  go  with  you  we  shall 
both  be  detained,  and  I  really  cannot  af- 
ford to  spare  you  to  thorough-bred  idlere 
during  your  flying  visit     Leave  me  here; 

I  want 
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I'  want  much  to  see  lady  Beauchamp, 
and  while  you  are  away,  I  will  coax 
captain  Alanfred  to  come  and  dine  with 
us." 

Captain  Crofton  prepared  to  obey  his 
sister's  directions.  He  grasped  thfe  hand 
of  Arthur,  and  told  him  to  cheer  up.  As 
he  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  the  room, 
the  countess  called  to  him — "  Let  the 
pocket-book  and  its  contents  be  sacred.** 
The  captain  nodded  his  assent,  and  left  the 
room. 

"  Come,  Manfred,"  said  the  countess, 
"  you  see,  spite  of  yourself,  I  must  be  in 
your  confidence ;  but  believe  me,  my  en- 
deavours will  be  exerted  to  relieve  your 
mind,  and  not  to  distress  it.  Make  me 
your  friend,  and  acknowledge  your  attach- 
ment;  perhaps  I  may  be  of  greater  sa*. 
vice  to  you  than  you  are  aware  of;  at  all 
events,  I  may  afford  you  sympathy  and 
consolation^  Do*  not  interrupt  me,  but 
wait  till  I  require  you  to  speak.  I  have 
thought  it  strange  that  two  persons  formed 
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by  nature  for  each  other  should  be  blind 
to  their  mutual  perfections :  I  have  seen 
sufficient  of  the  world,  Manfred,  to  address 
you  with  a  warning  voice,  and  I  am  old 
eriough  to  supply  that  maternal  solicitude 
which  you  have  never  experienced.  Cir- 
cumstanced as  you  are,  you  want  a  mo- 
therms  eye — a  mother's  hand:  you  shall 
have  both,  bnt  with  them  you  must  take  a 
mother^s  authority.  Manfred,  you  have 
long  been  a  prey  to  a  passion  which  you 
have  considered  hopeless ;  you  have  felt 
the  inferiority  of  your  situation  more  than 
you  ought  to  have  done.  But  courage ! 
despair  always  arrives  in  time ;  do  not  an- 
ticipate its  coming.  Now  for  your  con- 
fession." 

•*  I  have  nothing,  lady  Earlingbury,  to 
confess:  You  know  part  of  my  thoughts, 
and  you  are  too  good  a  judge  to  be  at  a 
loss  as  to  the  rest" 

**  That  is  as  it  should  be.  Now  tell 
your  mother — ^your  mother,  mind — ^whe- 
ther you  have  any  reason  to    suppose 

that 
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that  thei'e  is  any  attachment  on  the  part 
«f  Gertrude  ?" 

"  How  can  I  reply  to  that  which  I 
'dared  not  to  dwell  uipon  even  for  a  mo- 
ment  ?  Look  at  my  origin — look  at  the 
load  of  obligation  I  owe  to  sir  Herbert 
Beauchamp,  and  then  tell  me,  if  you  read 
my  heart  aright,  whether  I  am  capable  of 
wounding  my  benefactor  by  stealing  his 
greatest  treasure?" 

"  No ;  but  I  think  you  capable  of  dou- 
bling the  value  of  that  treasure.  The  ba- 
ronet and  his  wife  must  have  laboured  un- 
der a  degree  of  infatuation  scarcely  to  be 
credited,  if  they  were  ignorant  of  the  con- 
sequences of  their  conduct.  Gertrude's 
affections,  I  am  i^tisfied,  are  engaged ; 
where,  at  present,  I  shall  only  guess.  No 
young  woman  would  have  spumed  what 
she  has  done,  unless  her  soul  had  been  de- 
voted somewhere.  Take  my  word  for  it, 
Manfred,  a  young  woman  does  not  suffer 
her  heart  to  remain  unoccupied  for  long[ 
together.    Vacancies  ate  soon  fflled^  and 

it 
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it  must  be  a  personage-extraordiniary  wbo 
could  fix  the  regards  of  Gertrude  Beau- 
champ.'' 

,  "  True ;  it  must  indeed  be  an  extraordinar 
ry  personage,  and  all  you  say,  my  rnother^ 
if  I  am  allowed  to  call  you  so,  but  enlarges 
the  extent  of  my  unhappiness.  I  will  ac- 
laiowledge  an  ardent  and  an  unbounded 
.attachment,  founded  upon  reason,  upon 
gratitude,  and  upon  love ;  but  how  jnuch 
better  would  it  have  been  for  me  to  have 
perished  in  silence,  rather  than  to  have 
exposed,  even  to  you,  my  rash  presump- 
tion !  Encourage  me,  dear  lady  Earling* 
bury,  to  fly  while  I  have  yet  the  power, 
and  before  my  weakness  overpowers  my 
firmness.  You  know  not  my  sufferings,  but 
my  fiDirtitudie  is  beginning  to  fail  me.  Let 
me  then  escape  while  my  honour  is  untar- 
nished— ^while  my  miseries  are  unknown." 
"Fly!  and  whither, . pray ?  Stay;  I 
will  allow  you  to  flutter  for  a  day  or  two ; 
you  are,  on  the  whole,  best  out  of  the 
way.    You  shall  go  with  Crofton  into 
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Derbyshire,  and  pay  a  flying  visit  to  my 
fiither.  He  retoms  in  a  week,  and  in  the 
meantime  I  will  tiim  in  my  mind  what 
ts  best  for  you  to  do.  Remember,  I  must 
have  your  obedience.  Say  if  your  heart 
is  not  relieved  from  an  oppressive  weight? 
The  lover's  leap  is  always  at  your  service, 
and  I  recollect  that  in  my  younger  days, 
cold  pudding  was  accounted  a  neva--fail- 
ing  recipe  for  the  settlement  of  love. 
Hold  up  your  head,  and  don't  look  as  if 
yovL  h^d  done  something  to  be  ashamed 
of:  that's  better.  Now  a  smile:  very 
good — It  is  a  pleasure  to  have  the  tutoring 
ef  an  apt  scholar.  Will  you  consent  to 
accompany  my  brother  ?*• 

*•  You  will  tiot  allow  me  a  voice,  I  sup- 
pose  V  ' 

.  ",  In  tliie  affirmative^  you  may  camrdssf 
my  directions  as  much  as  you  please.*^ 

Captain  Crofton  re-entered  the  room; 
and  congratulated  his  sister  on  the  ch^gd 
she  had  effected.  The  countess  reminded 
Arthur  of  his  duty,  and  diarged  him  with 
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the  atih6iincement  of  the  intention  of'heiv 
«elf  arid  brother  to  occupy  two  chdrs  at 
the  brealifkst-tabfe  of  sir  Herbert  Beau<> 
(ihamp  the  following  moniing/  when  tlie 
hour  of  departure  should  be  fixed. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


lOontaining  a  Detail  of  some  of  the  Advantages  at" 
tendant  oft  a  Residence  iu  a  hilly  Country. 

Ox  the  morning  when  Arthur  was  t^  set- 
tle the  time  of  hi«  departure  £>r  Derby- 
shire, the  pensive  Gertrude  took  her  ac* 
customed  seat  at  the  breakfast-table,  which 
aeon  received  the  addition  of  lady  !Ear* 
lingbury  and  her  brother.  The  incsreasing 
ilbiess  of  tbdtr  only  child  had  east  a  gloom 
ova*  mr  H^ert  and  lady  Beaudutmf^ 
whid^  bade  4efift)tce  to  their  tiCmost  exser- 
tiekw  to.  diflpdt    Bnt«  ttrnkaty  to  vihA 

kad 


had  before  been  mtnessed,  tbe  oounte^ 
nance  of  Arthur  Manfited  h^  brightenecl 
up,  and  with  the  captain  he  was  able. to 
maintain  t^t  degree  of  dieerfdness  with 
which  he  had  l<Hig  ceased  to  daim  ac4 
quaiiitailee.  The  efforts  of  the  countess 
to  rouse  the  rest  dT  the  party  were  ineffeo* 
tual :  .G^rade  often  diecke4  the  risiqg 
sigh,  bot  oould  not  whdQy  iOOQceal  it  fkpm 
the  eyes  of  watehf id  affection,  Arthur  had 
painfully  seen  the  ravages  which  ^cknesa 
was  making  upon  a  §dxm  of  lov^iness,  but 
could  hot»  dmred  not,  interpret,  the  cause 
to  its  real  source :  he  confided  in  lady  Ear^ 
Ixngbury^s  judgment,  and  indulged  in  fond 
anticipation;  the  countess  had  lightaied 
lus  heffii,  and  peihaps  she  might  be  equid* 
ly  successful  in  relieving  Gertrude. 

The  departuxe  of  Atfiiur  and  lad$  friend 
1M8  &ud  finr  the  £ame  aftemoon*  It  waa 
legretted  by  Hie  baronet,  but  upon  Ger* 
trade  its  effect  was  indescribable:  Arthiur 
WW  about  to  separate  himself  6om  her, 
and  waay€t4^ettdu].  ^le  oon^ained  of  a 
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sAdden  giddiness,  and  retired.  Wheii 
alone,  she  gave  i^U  scof^e  to  her  reflec- 
tions. 

■'  ^*  Arthur  agahi  on  the  point  of  depar* 
tare  Ivitb  dipta^  Crofton,  aad  in  spiiiiis  at 
leaving  us !  it  is  too  pkin  that  I  am  de- 
spised, ai>d  too  certain  ^bat  I  am  for  ever 
doomed  to  misery.  He  has  been  latterly 
A&  desponding  las  myself,  and  I  have  fond- 
ly led  myself  to  believe  that  our  hearts 
were  beating  in  secret  unison.  -  Time,  I 
hoped,  would  enable  us  to  break  those 
bounds  wMeh  respect  had  opposed  to  an 
open  d^daration,  and  xvhich  must  be  re- 
moved before  we  could  taste  of  happiness. 
But  Arthur  ioves  me  not ;  he  quits  me 
with  ^wident  pleasure,  and  leaves  de^air 
to  be  my  p<»tioa  r 

'  Clerl^uide's^iateence  from  the  breakfiist- 
rbom  was  sueeeeded  by  the  open  lamenta- 
tions of  her  paraits,  who  anticipated  her 
progress  to  an  early  grave*^**  What  is  to  be 
done,  lady^lEttduogbury?  She  declares 
heit  mind  to  be  at  ease,  and  medidnes  are 
.  .?  ineffectual; 


meffeetual ;  and^  Afthnt^  my  dear  lad»  you 
are  leaving  us  when  we  stand  most  in  nee4 
nf  youT  assistance  aind  consolation." 

"  My  absence,  my  dear  sir,  wHl  be  but 
temporary— a  w^ek  at  farthest  wDl  be  the 
extent." 

"  Well,  well—change  of  air  and  change 
of  scene  may  be  of  service  to  you,  aad  w* 
ought  not  to  be  selfish." 
.  **  Pray,  brother,"  asked  lady  Earling- 
bury,  "  what  is  to  prevent  your  setting 
off  immediately  ?  Every  thing  is  arrang- 
ed, and  why  should  we  all  endure  the  pain 
of  a  second  parting  ?  'We  are  all  prepared 
to  lose  you.  for  a  tiine.''* 

"  True,  sister:  then  let  the  eavriage  be 
ordered  with  all  possible  expedition,  and 
in  the  interval  I  will  step  home,  and  leuve 
Manfred  to  follow  me  in  the  chaise  J' 

"  Now,"  said  lady  Earlingbury,  "  I  will 
go  and  seek  Gertrude — stay  where  you 
are,  lady  Beauchamp-^I  will  go  alone. 
Manfred,  do  you  get  your  packages  ready, 
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and  do  you,  brother,  set  off  as  you  propoSf 

The  magic  wand  of  kdy  Eaiiiii^bary 
had  >ost  none  of  its  wonted  power ;  her  di- 
fectionswere  impliGXtty  cibeyed.  Artfanr 
Manfred  retreated  to  his  chamber,  captain 
Crofton  to  his  Aster's  hottse;^  and  sir  Her- 
bai;  and  lady  Beauchamp  renaained  riyeti 
ted  to  their  seats,  in  silent  expeetsticai  of 
something  which  w<MiId  either  revive  their 
hopes  or  confirm  their  fears. 

The  countess  broke  in  upcm.  Gertrude 
in  the  midst  of  her  deq>ondence.  So  ab» 
8(»bed  was  the  latter  in  her  own  bitter 
reflections,  that  she  was  not  awaie  <^  the 
approach  of  friendship,  till  its  band  had 
seized  her  own.  Gartrude  started;  she 
was  fearful  of  being  questioned,  c<mscious 
that  she  h^d  no  ostensible  cause  to  assign 
for  the  settled  melancholy  which  she  had 
imperceptibly  nourished,  to  the  destruction 
of  her  health  and  spirits. 
"  Come,  my  love,"    said  the  countess, 

with 
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with  a  smile  and  manner  whidi  Wpok« 
the  confidence  of  the  person  she  was  ad- 
dressing, "  it)use  yourself  for  a  little  mo- 
ment I  will  not  ask  you  to  take  leave  • 
of  my  brother,  who  has  no  title  to  your 
regard;  but  your  playfellow,  Gertrude^ 
will  be  hurt  if  you  suffer  him  to  depart 
without  bidding  farewell.** 

Lady  Earlingbury  had  nartowly  watch- 
ed the  countenance  of  Gertrude  during  her 
speech.  The  alternate  successions  of  pale^ 
ness  and  redness  convinced  her  that  her 
suspicions  were  justly  founded ;  and  had 
there  been  room  for  a  doubt,  it  would 
have  been  removed  by  the  faltering  voice 
of  Gertrude  when  she  uttered — ^  Captain 
Manfred's  departure, v  and  indeed  unex<- 
pected— I  will  try,  but  I  had  rather  be 
excused-^he  will  not  think  the  worse  of 
me.    Pray,  lady  Earlingbury,  say  that  I 

am  ill— say  that  I  am what  I  wish  to 

be.*' 

"  No,  Gertrude — Now  that  is  unlike 
yourself,  for  it  savours  of  falsehood.    You 
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are  not  what  you  wish  to  be ;  but  there  is 
no  reason  why  you  should  not  be  so. 
Look  in  my  face,  and  listen  gravely,  for  I 
see  grave  looks  are  all  that  are  left  to  you. 
Captain  Crofton  is  going  this  morning  to 
commence  a  journey  to  see  our  relations 
in  Derbyshire.  Master  and  commander 
Arthur  Manfred  has  submitted,  like  a  good 
boy,  to  be  mastered/  and  commandere^  to 
a  slight  excursion,  for  change  of  air  and 
change  of  scene.  God  knows  it  ^  nece*. 
sary,  tor  a  laughing  face  would  not  only 
be  a  novelty,  but  w^ould  work  wonders  in 
completing  his  cure.  Poor  fellow !  I  am 
astonished  he  has  supported  it  so  welL 
Papa  in  the  ^groans,  mamma  in  the  slghs^ 
and  Miss  in  the  dismals — altogether  it  is 
enough,  poor  lad !  to  freeze  the  current 
of  his  blood.  In  seven  days  from  this 
time,  they  will  both  return  with  a  loading 
of  a  different  description:  Crofton  will 
be  crammed  with  the  blessings  of  his  pa- 
rents, which  he  deser\'^es,  and  Manfred 
^ill  have  his  head  and  heart  stuffed  with 
.    .  cheerfulness 
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^eofulhess — an  article,  God  know6,  Ghrt 
trude,  you  all  of  you  want  bad  enou^i.--^ 
Come,  come,  there  is  docility  about  youi^ 
another  smile,  and  you  will  win  my  good 
graces.  I]>on<t  let  papa,  see  tliat  Jiis  Httl9 
pet  has  been  crjrkig..  Stay  bece-and' reooi 
yer  yourself^  £Hid  in  a  quarter  o£  uivhouc 
I  will  be  with  yoii<  again^  Remember^ 
Gertrude^^  tile  lewards*  of  perseverance;*, 
consider,  my  dea^  girl,  that  the-  tempest 
does  not  last  fovever,.  and  tliat  fog3  and' 
mists  are  dissipated  by  the  influence  of  a- 
superior  power.? 

Lady  Earlingbury  returned'  to^  tlie^ 
breakfast-rdom,  leaving  Gertrude  in  a  state ' 
inclining  to  composiu-e,  and  to  enter  into 
a  conittd^isc^tion  of  herown  weakness:  How 
strange?:  iJEJie  diought,  it .  would  appear,  if 
fifee  absented  herself  frrai  her  family  at  the 
departure  of  a  ^  person  so  highlyr regarded^ 
by.  them  all^ andin  bow  painfuW  situation' 
would  she  be  placed  if  airtyv  extraordinar 
xy  marics^bf  uneasiness  were- visible  in^her' 
manner,  on  an  event  which  had  now  b^eii 
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yofabed  of  half  its  horrors.  A  sigh  from 
the  bottom  of  her  heart  was  Ihe  summons 
to  recolleclion,  which  is  sddom  appealed 
to  in  vain ;  she  viewed  her  care«wom 
visage  in  the  mirror,  and  called  upon  pride 
to  aid  her  witih  its  support  Witih  the  as- 
sistance of  hf?r  new  ally,  she  regained  her 
seif'^sommand,  and  on  the  promised  return 
of  lady  Earlingbury,  she  felt  herself  en* 
aUed  to  act  with  tolerable  firmness. 

Arthur  fancied  that  he  read  his  &te  in 
the  encouraging  countenance  of  lady  Ear- 
lingbury;  his  own  brightened  up  still 
more,  after  he  bad  pressed  the  hand  of 
lady  Beauchamp  to  his  lip^,  when  in  her 
Cum  he  did  the  same  to  Gertrude.  The 
countess,  as  he  left  the  mom,  patted  him 
Mm  th^  shoulder,  and  desired  htm^  to  be 
dutifyl ;  ^nd  sir  Herb^  expressed  a  de* 
sire  for  a  speedy  return,  as  he  offered  his 
arm  to  assist  Arthur  in  ascending  the 
steps  of  the  vehicle. 

.  « Now,  sir  HeriMart,''  exclaimed  the 
eountessy  as  the  baronet  ze-<ente]?ed.the  sit« 
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ting-room,  '^  look  at  your  daughter,  an4 
tell  me  if  I  am  not  her  best  physician." 

"  Granted/'  said  lady  Beauchamp,  w 
«he  viewed  with  satisfaction  the  evident 
alteration  for  the  better,  which  had  beea 
produced  in  so  short  a  time« 

**  Then,  as  you  are  witling  to  pay  du^ 
credit  to  my  skill,  I  will  exert  it  still  fur- 
ther, and  in  lieu  of  a  fee,  Gertrude  shall 
be  consigned  to  my  care  until  the  hour  q£ 
dinner,  at  which  time  I  promise  to  return 
her  safe  and  sound,  in  wind  and  limb ;  or, 
if  you  like  it  better,  in  body  and  mind* 
Will  you  trust  yourself^  Gertrude,  \vitb 
an  old  woman?    I>on't  be  angry,  lady 
Beauchamp^^there  is  nobody  old  but  my^ 
self,  and  Heaven  knows  my  years  are  mor^ 
in  size  than  in  aumbeis.    I  have  khown^ 
misery  enough  to  suffice  any  moderate 
half  dozen ;  and^  as  far  as  I  can  help  it,D9 
one  shall  encroach  upox:^  what  I  Cftll  my 

exclusive  territories-" 

•  •       • 

•*  It  "would  be  in  vain/*  said  the  baro«» 
net,  **  to  deny  the  efficacy  of  your  lady* 

F  6  ship's 


108  BEAUCHAMP. 

ship's  prescriptions  ;  let  them  be  what  they 
will;  we  shall  be  grateful  for  further  ad- 
vice ;  and  if  our  beloved  child  be  again  re- 
stored to  us  in  health  and  spirits^  you  must 
take  care,  lady  Earlingbury,  that  our 
thanks  are  not  too  powerfully  administer- 
ed, and  that  they  become  nauseating.'* 

**  That  is  my  affair  and  not  yours.  Ring 
the  bell,  sir  Herbert,  and  order  your  car- 
riage, because  it  will  be  the  quickest  at 
the  door ;  I  know  you  can  spare  it,  other- 
wise mine  should  have  been  sent  for. 
Where  shall  we  go? — ^Windsor — that's 
too  far. — ^Richmond — that's  everybody's 
plac?.— Hampton  Court — the  way  is  too 
•flat;  I  love  a  hill^  when  I  am  not  in  a 
hurry ;  the  whizzing  at  the  bottom  of  the 
hill  sets  the  ideas  afloat,  and  gives  us  food 
for  chattering  during  the  drag  upwards; 
Ihen,  by  the  time  we  are  again  exhausted, 
the  passing  scene  affords  a  fre^h  apology 
for  silence,  and  enables  one  to  prime  and 
load  against  the  next  opportunity  for  fi- 
jring." 

••I  couM 
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"  I  could  wish,"  observed  the  baronet, 
"that  you  could  make  the  horses  of  the  same 
opinion ;  but  somehow  or  other,»4hey  are 
bodily  philosophers,  and  not  mental  onesi 
If  hills  are  your  object,  Highgate  or  Hamp- 
stead  is  your.road.'* 

**  True,  and  we  will  take  the  advantage 
of  both.  When  we  return,  you  can  inquire 
t)f  your  four-footed  friends  which  of  the 
hills  they  like  the  most, .  or  dislike  the 
least.    We'll'  go  by  Hampstead,  take  a 

bait  at where  we  please,  and  come  bacR 

•by  Highgate,  unless  we  give  the  prefer- 
ence to  some  other  road.  Do  you  approve 
of  the  arrangement,  Gertrude  ?  for  verily; 
on  my  conscience,  I  believe  evety  word  I 
have  said  has  been  lost  upon  you.  That's 
tinly  the  start  presumptive,  sir  Herbert 
Now  pray.  Miss,  make  the  start  positive, 
^nd  make  use  of  your  legs  to  fetch  your 
things,  or  let  them  cany  you  to  the  bell 
to  call  for  them^ — ^Here's  the  carriage,  and, 
depend  upon  it,  that  Highgate-hill  will 
never  do  the  horses  so  much  harm  as  an 
hour^s  standing  stilU'* 

Lady 
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Lfddy  Earliiigbury  possessed  the  happy 
fiunlity  of  turning  requests  into  commands, 
and  comnands  into  requests.  Gertrude 
quitted  the  room,  and  soon  returned,  pre* 
pared  for  the  airing.  To  her  parents  the 
countess  had- never  appeared  so  amiable; 
Gertrude  liad  felt  the  magic  touch,  and 
had  yielded  with  delight  to  sensations 
which  amused  her  mind,  while  they  re- 
lieved her  heart. 

Gertrude  and  her  friend  reached  the  hot* 
torn  of  Hampstead4ull  without  having  gi*- 
yen  any  symptoms  of  loquacity  beyond  a 
few  remarks  upon  the  objects  which  pass* 
ed  them.  As  the  horses  slackened  their 
pace,  lady  Earlingbury  put  her  voice  into 
action  with — **  Well^  Gertrude,  am  I  not 
right?  Is  not  up-hill  the  place  for  con** 
versation  ?^ 

"  I  have  really,  lady  Earlingbury,  so  lit- 
tle inclination  for  talking,  and  so  little  dis* 
position  to  derive  pleasure  from  external 
objects,  that  all  situations  ar^  alike  unpro* 
ducti  ve  of  interest." 

^'That  is  so  far  lucky,  beoiuse  your 

mind 
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mind  will  be  open  to  receive  fresh  impres-> 
sionS)  which,  in  case  it  had  been  pre-occu* 
pied,  you  must  have  efiaoed  the  former  fi- 
gure before  you  could  have  managed  to 
retain  the  new  mark — ^But  to  business,  for 
this  is  not  a  jaunt  of  pleasure ;  we  have 
no  time  to  lose-*I  shall  therefore  proceed 
to  my  catechism." 

^  But  you  will  allow  me  the  {Hivikgd 
of  answering  or  not  answering  as  I  please?'^ 

^  I'hat  is  as  it  happens.  Are  you  not 
a  young  woman,  Gertrude,  who  has  excit- 
ed universal  admiraticm?  and  have  you  not 
refused  innumerable  offers  from  persons 
in  every  respect  unexceptionable  ?" 

^The  latter  parti  can  grant  in  part;  se 
veral  in  ahnost  every  respect  unexception* 
able." 

•'And  what  was  the  point  of  exception? 
Ik)  not  hurry  y oursdf — ^we  will  take  every 
body  in  their  turru  and  be^n  with  the 
earl  of  Spsilding — in  wfasrt  was  he  deficit 
ent?" 

^  I  cannot  say ;  I  did  not  like  him.'* 

"  Mr. 


*  «Mr.  Beirow?** 

**  I  must  give  l^e  same  answer.**' 

«  The  dufee  of  Limberham  V 

"  Do  not  kagh  at  me,  lady  Earlingr 
fcury — ^indeed  I  cannot  bear  it.** 

"  Wdl  theHj  we*  wMl  take  our  leave  fo* 
^e  present  of  realities^  and  wander  a  whild 
in  the  world  of  fiction.  Your  fathe)r  says 
that  your  ideas  are  wedded  to  the  man'  in 
the  moon,cfr  to  a  hero  of  the  dog  star.  la 
it  so?'' 

'** How  ean  you  be  so  ridiculous  ?'* 

•*  Nay,  the  folly  is  on  your  side,  for  no* 
preferring  pliiin^ubstantial  flesh  and  blood: 
Let  me  consider.  I  hav«  somewhere  seen 
asn ai3tount of  theinhdbitaiits  of  both  places. 
Bhall  I  give  you  a  description  of  the  per* 
son  I  suspect  to  be  your  celestial  beings 
who  for  your  sake  has  adopted  all  the  ex- 
ternal appeasances  of  mortality  ?  Look  aC 
me,  Gertrude  fuli  in  the  'facet,  and  teli  me 
if  I  shall  enumerate  Ibs  perfections,  bodily 
or  mental,  or  content  myself  with  men«» 
tioning  liis  name  ?    Do  not  tremble^so — 

there 
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ihere  is  nothing  so  very  revolting  in  the 
name  of  Arthur  Manfred*" 

The  blow  was  sudden:  Gtertrude's  in- 
most thoughts  were  known — known  per- 
haps to  her  parents — ^known  to  Arthui^, 
who  despised  her,  and  who  had  thus  pur- 
.|>oseIy  avoided  her.  It  was  more  than  she 
could  bear ;  her  pulse  ceased  to  beat^^her 
eyes  for  one  moment  were  fixed  on  vacan- 
cy, and  in  the  next  she  sunk  lifeless  in  the 
Arms  of  the  countess* 

Lady  Earlingbury  had  anticipated  the 
result,  and  had  provided  for  the  conse- s^ 
quences.  The  windows  were  put  down ; 
and  as  they  had  just  arrived  at  the  brow  rf 
the  hill  when  the  name  of  Arthur  Man^ 
fred  was  sounded,  the  quickening  of  the 
motion  increased  the  circulation  of  air. 
With  the  aid  of  a  smeiKng-bottle,  the  r^ 
collection  was  restored,  and  the  fine  eyes 
of  Gertrude  were  turned  to  lady  Earling- 
bury, as  the  latter,  with  a  look  of  tender 
solicitude,  was  articulating — ^^  Gertrude^ 

my 


mj  Jove,  awake  i^^roi^e  yourself^look 
forward  to  dayi^  of  happiness.'* 

'*  Happiness,  hdy  Eariingbuty  r 

^^  Yes ;  to  happiness  and  to  Arthur  Man* 
fred.'* 

Gertrude  was  again  on  the  point  of 
feinting,  when  lady  Earlingbury  applied 
her  smelling-bottle,  at  the  same  time  re* 
smning  her  playfulness. 

'M  really  cannot  afibrd  any  more  non* 
sense  till  we  come  to  the  top  of  the  next 
hill ;  only  consider  that  you  will  not  faint 
now  to  half  the  advantage — ^besides,  there 
is  nobody  to  look  at  us  as  there  was  at 
Hampstead,  and  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
Ijake  so  much  trouble  for  nothitig ;  inde- 
pendent of  that,  you  know  it  is  my  turn 
next ;  and  perhaps  while  we  are  about  it^ 
you  had  better  take  the  smelling-bottle, 
and  the  other  paraphernalia  in  readiness — 
Here's  the  sal  volatile^  the  salts,  and  the 
hartshorn.  The  bottle  which  contains  the 
salts,  you  see,  is  ^  '' 
■    **  — ^No  more^  pray — I  am  better.'* 

"  Submission, 


7USMKMAUT.  115 

'*  Submission^  Gertrude,  after  all,  is  the 
best  mode  of  disamung  a  foe :  then,  puff! 
now  I  am  your  friend,  your  affectionate 
friend :  I  shall  give  you  proofs  that  I  de« 
ser\'^e  your  oonfidence,  and  I  shall  then  ex- 
pect it ;  but  I  must  probe  the  wound  to 
the  quick,  and  although  the  probing  may 
be  pamful,  you  must  nevertheless,  fov 
your  own  sake,  bear  it;  it  may  excite, 
perhaps,  a  temporary  uneasiness,  but  it 
will  soon  be  over.  Gertrude,  your  heart 
is  warm  and  sensible — you  have  long  nou- 
rished a  passion,  which  your  reason  justi- 
fied, and  which  your  prudence  condemned. 
You  have  been  unfortunate— ^not  in  the 
eommon  acceptation  of  the  word,  but  iii 
having  to  look  up  to  those  who  supposed 
you  to  beperfection  personified,  and  whose 
maxims  clashed  with  your  tenderest 
wishes.  We  will,  for  the  moment,  sup- 
pose that  a  serious  obstacle  will  arise  from 
your  parents;  time  may  remove  it,  and 
there  is  no  occasion  for  despair  on  that 
head;* 

.    "Buti 
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*'  Bat,  dear  lady  Earfiilgbuiry— excuse 
my  faltering  Toice — allowing  that  you 
have  read  my  mmost  thoughts— allowing 
that  they  are  fixed  on -" 

**  — There  is  no  necessity,  my  dear  Ger« 
tflide,  either  for  allowances  or  eonfessionf 
on  your  part.  Your  fears  are  thie  next 
point  to  be  taken  under  consideration :  yoii 
have  taken  it  into  your  head  that  Arthur 
is  insensible—-'* 

"  -—Oh  nof  Arthur  is  not  insensible "^ 

**  — To  any  body  but  yourself,  you 
think.  Words  are  not  necessary*  when 
actions  will  plead  with  irresistible  eloi 
queiice.  I  must,  for  yofar  sake,,  break 
through  a  kind  of  balf-oonfidenee  thatr  has 
been  reposed  in  me.  In  the  first  place,  the 
absence  of  Arthur  Manfred  is  at  the  ex- 
press comnrand  of  his  general  officer,  mar- 
shal Earlingbury.  In  the  next  place— 
k)ok  up,  child — ^you  have  not  suffered" 
more,  peradventure  not  so  much,  as  the^ 
now-happy  youth,  who  has  deservedly  at- 
tracted your  regard.     In  the  third  and  last 

place,. 
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piace,  you  are  alone  worthy  of  each  other, 
and»  by  God's  blessing  and  my  assistance, 
i  doubt  not  of  hailing  you  as  the  adcared 
wife  of  Arthur  Manfred." 

**  Tell  me  no  more,  dear  lady  Earling* 
bury;  my  head  is  already  ^ddy — I  am  lost 
in  a  pleasing  delirium — my  happiness  is 

too  great  to  be  borne :  to  be  loved  by 

Do  not  deceive  me,  lady  ,£arlingbury — 
let  me  only  feel  that  I  possess  the  regards 
of  Arthur,  and  I  am  satiis£ed." 

**  Gertrude,  I  am  above  deceit  :'be  cdm 
and  composed — rest  satisfied  with  the  un- 
bounded attachment  of  the  man  to  whom 
your  soul  is  devoted;  be  prudent,  and 
leave  the  rest  to  chance  and  me." 

"  But  his  present  absencer~surely  it  wa« 
flying  from  m6-^ — "" 

'  ^  "^Ot  to  ydu.  For  yOiur  ^ake,  as  well 
as  his,  it  was^^^Qceseary  that  \m  shpuld  b^ 
away  for  a  time.  I  reefei^ed  his  oonfesaon—o 
he  did  not  isskxiU  ;Q^rtnide^  but  I  will 
vouch  for  hw  \^^  ¥ciiig!  eqijally  sincere 
jw  if  be  b94  feinted  '  I, lia^eyre^jeived 

yours 
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yours  To  save  time,  we  will  therefi^ 

imagine  tiiat  the  declaration  betweoi  you 
is  pver,  and  that  both  of  you  have  looked 
sufficiently  sheepish ;  we  will  reason  upon 
the  presumption,  that  the  hearts  of  Arthur 
Manfred  and  Gertrude  Beauohamp  ard 
united  beyond  the  power  of  &te  to  sepa« 
rate  them.  Although  I  am  only  an  agent 
tn  this  business,  believe  me,  Gertrude^  that 
I  fiad  myself  suf&sently  aittfaoiked  to  da* 
dde  for  my  prindpaL** 

*^  Still,  lady  EarUngbury,  I  fear  it  is  «n« 
eouraging  hopes  that  can  never  be  realized. 
My  &ther "^ 

**— Will  perhaps,  fiw  ihe  present,  be 
averse  to  what  he  ttoes  not  oomprehrad^ 
but  he  will  never  put  his  daughter's  faap 
piness  in  competition  wi^  her  certain  mi* 
sery.  Your  ftthei^  heart  is  ^gtod ;  but  as 
to  Ihs  eyes,  they  have  been  Aat  some  years 
past  in  hia  pocket,  or  he  ought  to  have  caL» 
culated  upofi  wlwt  has  actually  tak«i 
plate.  Bui,  Iiord  kelp  me!  wisdom  xmiy 
ectnea  by  fits  md  ata»:ts  to  0l^ery  4mimai, 

except 
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except  a  goose,  who,  I  am  sure,  is  always 
right  in  his  own  opinion.  Now  your  .fa- 
ther, Gertrude,  is  neither  goose  nor  gan- 
der,  and  will  in  time  behave  as  becomes  a 
man  who  has  a  daughter  that  he  idolizes.** 

^^  But  supposing  Arthur,  whicA  I  can 
hardly  bdieve,  feels  towards  me  as  you 
would  wish  me  to  suppose,  will  his  nMt 
spirit  submit  to  coDcealment,  even  for  a 
tfane?"  ^ 

"  The  better  part  of  valour,  Gertrude, 
is  discretion.  Arthrn*  has  pmved  himself 
to  be  wanting  in  neitibar,  far  he  has  had  the 
boldness  to  love  you;  and  hai  been  discreet 
Plough  to  conceal  it  for  months  and  years.** 

^  Ok  that  I  had  but  known  it !  how 
happy  I  should  have«ielt  !** 

^  I  don't  know  that^you  are  bad  enough 
now  you  do  ksMW  it,  for  your  looks  teU 
me  enough  to  convhs»e  me  that  I  ought  to 
be  silent'* 

""  We  are  at  19ie  Ibot  of  a  hill,  lady  £a]v 
Itngbury,**  4s6d  G^rtMde  vntk^  sm^. 

"  Then 
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^  Tlien  cease  prating,  or,  like  ytm,  I 
shall  faint  when  I  get  to  the  top." 

I  beg  your  pardon — but  indeed "^ 

-^HokL  your  tongue — Remember 
prudence  is  now  more  necessary  th^m  ever : 
«*-rest  satisfied  that  Arthur  Manfred  loves 
you  wjth  an  ardour  equal  to  that  whidi 
you  feel  towards  him^  when  he  comes  to 
town,  he  shall  tell  you  so  himself:  in  tlie 
meantime,  feel  happy,  my  sweet  Ger* 
taiide,  that  all  your  secret  sighs -have  not 
been  delivered  to  the  winds  in  vain — ^But 
we  are  now  at  the  end  of  our  jaunt.  I  am 
bread-and-cheese  hungry — I  do  not  askyou 
whether  you  have  an  appetite  or  not,  be- 
cause you  have  love  to  feed  upon,  and  you 
have  still  some  flesh  upon  your  bones."' 

"  But  you  have  recovered  my  appetite, 
for  you  have  relieved  my  mind." 

'*  Then  beware  of  extremes;  do  not  too 
suddenly  pass  from  the  verge  of  despond<» 
ence  to  a  happierregion — ^time  is  requi»te, 
and  tivsjfi  onfy.  Consider  Arthur  as  the 
1   .  '•  •  choice 
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choice  of  your  lieart»  and  look  upcm  him  as 
the  uUifHate  choice  of  your  parents — ^But 
do  noti^ncy  that  every  tiling  is  accomplish^-  ^ 
ed  before  any  thing  is  dcme.  You  have  uq 
way  of  accounting  for  the  sudden  depattiire 
of '  black  melanchDly/  imd  must  theirefore 
preserve  some  of  its  traces  hoveEakig  ovar 
your  brow;  your  father  will  otherwise 
justly  accuse  you  of  romantic  fi>lly,  fhim 
which  I  have  been,  the  means  of  rousing^ 
you.  A  clandestine  attachment  woukL 
i^  be  less  rev<dting  to  me  than  to  sir  Her-  ; 
bert,  were  I  not£rmly  satisfied  that  his  own  ^■ 
and  his  daughter's  happinei^s  wo^ld  be  se^ 
cured  by  a  little  ■  a  someftfaing  which 
hardly  amouptfi  to  deception*"' 

^^  I  am  a  passive  instrum/^nt  in  your 
hands»  lady  Earlingbury,  for  I  declare  my 
inability  to  question  the  propriety  of  th^ 
line  of  conduct  you  think  proper  to  recomr 
mend" 

**  That's  honest  at  least ;  and  trust  me^ 
Gertrude,  your  confidence  shall  never  be 
abused.    To  love  Arthur  Manfred  is  praise* 

VOL.  IV.  G  worthy ; 


^«pihy\  Sfid  »iOW  fbvL  ttreWth  ow^  head 
lend  «^  tik  ^e  mtk*6^  i^fy  tex^ei^tibiis  shall  he 
#«t  dlfiMf6d  to  hrtng  ytm  to  dry  ground. 
Mid  th^y  t^iidl  (h^  tead  you  to  a  mutusd 

'   ^  Ray,  Ui*y  iBarfinghaty* 


ni^rt^ 


^^ -a«B)Obidfi(iKi  «ir^y!  Yovi  are  not 
&  te  b^  tr«sted-^0tit  let  us  ettt  our  bread 
flnd  cheese  in  qofetAess,  (and  I  pitmise  j<m 
wy  lifn  sbail  not' again  tedpened  uprm  the 
irtri^ect  for  this  viMsek  to  come.  As  we  go 
liome^  it  wili  be  y(Mt  turtt--4^  o^  any 
Chfaig  bitt  love,  ^nd  thh^  of  aifty  ibl^ 

I  atti  ^v^ed  to  Hiiidk:?*' 

But  only  im  eondinkm  that  you  istm^ 
seel  your  thidUghtis.  Let  yow  ^irther  and 
TUStJ^f'&n  your  veMem  hemercongratulate 
tiiiiMelveft  iipen  « ItMfe  eteera1ion>  but  do 
tiot  M  them  M^peet,  4;faaft  my  mdetffll-tii- 
fluenoe  has  in  a  few  hours  removed  tudi  a 
ttMi3feiidD«s  mottiMiiiii  of  sihtow*'* 


CHAP- 


m^^mMiBft  V» 


eHA^i^ 
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eankammg  mm  Jjw  inm  Qn^pifet  kt^yfy  P9M 

0 

TfiV  Imlpi  of  Q^rtrudp  «9  s^  qppipac^ied 
Iter  fether  fiUc4  him  mtb  deUgbt :  their^ 
w$$  ^ghtw  on  her  d^eelm^  4tp  ;»nia)atioiji  ii| 
her  ^0^  mA  some  ^pp^^vftiu^  <;h9ugii 
9taU  «  £iipt  one,  of  tier  fomier  jii^  Had 
^r  ISM^vt  ham  a  iW^uist;^  be  might  ^ve 

in  his  mind  whellier  it  wftt  in  reality  tha 
•iTj  CR*  whethi^r  it  m^  pot  b^^e  jbeen 
«oi»e1^Wlg  maitnf  u|i<x>iHiia9ted  with  atino^ 
^l^henc  jmpra;sw»«,  which  had  eflMed  m 
qp«^dy  a(i  alft^Mtioa  fiir  th^  bettat:*  I>4y 
B^dwiap^  «qpdJy  fifis^  wit^  the  b^ 
ronety  occupied  the  time  which  her  J^|ift 
^^nd  was  devoting  to  his  child,  in  eicprass* 

<J«  ing 
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ing  her  thanks  to  lady  Earlingbury  for 
her  kindness  and  attention.  But  both 
were  stopt  in  their  pleasurable  career  by 
the  announcement  -  of  lord  and  lady  Thir- 

field.  ^     ^ 

"  My  dear  lady  Beauchamp,'*  said  the 
Tiscbuntess,  **  it  was  impos^ble  for  me  to 
keep  away  under  present  cdrcumstances. 
I  hear  you  have  again  lost  captain  Man- 
fred :  what  a  pity,  with  his  fortune,  that 
h6  persists  in  running  into  danger !  JPoor 
Jane  is  quite  distracted,  and  but  for  the 
pious  consolation  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Cfetterwick,  I  would  *  not  have  ansirered 
for  her.  Poor  dear  man  [  he  has  taken  a 
world  of  trouble  with  us*  all,  considering 
that  we  are  so  sinful:'* " 
'  "I  should  have  lit tk  expected,'*  said 
lady  Earlingbury,  t^  sfce  Viewed  the 
turned-up  6yes  of  thfe  viscountess, ' "  that 
sin  virouia  have  ventured  to  make  inroads 
Upon  so  perfect  k  chaliteter  3S 'lady  Thir* 


i.  i» 
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We  are.  all  sinful,  lady  Earlingbuiy 

fn'twe,lordThirfield?" 

The  viscount  sat  uneasily  upon  his 
chair,  and  screwed  up  his  lips,  instead  of 
opening  them  for  the  emission  ofsoipi^. 
Lady  Thirfield,  however,  did  not  press  a 
reply,  but  looked  at  her  watch,  and  the|i 
exclaimed — ^'  Bless  me !  the  dear  man  will 
soon  be  here.  You  must  know,  lady 
Beauchamp,  that  Olivia  was  extremely 
anxious  ip  introduce  Mr.  Clatterwick  pre* 
^vious  to  their  nuptial^"    . 

"The  nuptials  of  Miss  D'Unrof!  Is 
not  the  afiair  rather  unexpected  ?"  asked 
the  baronet. 

"  Unexpected !  dear  no !"  replied  the 
fair  Lucretia ; ,  **  it  has  been  a  settled  thing 
these  ten  days.** 

V I  wonder  then,"  said  the  baronet,  "  that 
we  never  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  of 
Mr.  Clatterwick  before,  for  I  imagine  the 
courtship  is  of  long  standing." 

The  opening  portal^  by  giving  admis- 
sion to  the  hero  in  question,  led  by  Miss 

08  DeUnrof, 
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]>UiufoC  and  supported  by  fti^MiftMsfltz- 
Eustaoe^  left  the  matfaer,  as  to  tk^  tenfckitr- 
ance  of  the  court^p,  at  p^el^t  in  doubt. 
The  smiliiig^  and  AoW  self-salisfied  Olivia, 
t^nducfa^  a  short,  thrck-set,  >mlgaivtooking 
Inan,  towairds  lady  Beatichamp,  introdut^Sng 
him  to  heir  ladydbip  ahd  the  i^st  of  tl^ 
tx>inpany  a$  ttte  Reverend  Mr.  Qatter- 
Vrick. 

Miss  Jane,  lipoh  the  s^n^h  of  ^sj^ 
tain  Mtofred^  departure,  had  takM  «pu 
on  herself  the  ''httmoiU^  c(  xn^anchd- 
ly,**  ftnd  sighed  reUpMsi're  t(>  &6  tdngia- 
ttdation  xi  evety  tunt,  ^ta  so  Tidiialyie  Vb. 
acquisition  to  their  acquaintance. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  dlstteih^^it^  boWed 
profbtttadly,  but  prudetoJJy  dediYiled  itiiifig. 
Ung  in  the  discourse,  beyond  a  pMi^ft 
xnonosyUab^.  Lady  Ear^^bruty  in  vain 
texerted  !ter  ^otTcrs^Mr.  OlkVtelrwick  had 
shidded  Ws  slpeech  behind  impenetrable 
armour — ^it  was  eqtiafly  proof  iigainst  het 
"Wft  as  it  yi^rats  againsft  het  risason. 

^  AtiA  whth,  my  deat  Mend,''  terid  4a^ 

"  ^  Beauchamp, 
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Bef)UQb«m|^  fid4T9SS9irig  hers^l^to  the  biide^ 
are  we  to  hail  you  as  Mrs,  ClattenyiQk  ?" 
Olivia  h^ld  down  her  head  and  bl^ished. 
The  pink-ting^  countenance  aB6i|in^  the 
garb  of  playfyl  anger,  when  Ifdy  Thji?field 
with  a  smilf  pronpun^d  tbe  fktaJi  "  tCH 


morrow.** 


♦*  How  «n  yoy,  sister,  forget  your  pro- 
mU^ !"  said  OUvi#»  pretending  to  be  vexed. 

**  We  are  among  friwds,  ypu  know* 
CHiviii,**  pbfskerved  her  sister;  **  I  know 
yom  d^Uw^y,  bwt  her^  it'§  wened,'* 

**  An  the  jgr Jive/*  uttered  lady  Earling* 
bury,  with  the  meet  splsn^n  eonntewancff 

sh^  <^uld  ^ss^me. 

M^f  Cfetterwip^  ^i)jrned  up  fcis  eyep. 

'*  I  would  «sk/'  ^d  lyfiss  P*IJnrof»  i^er 
firovLB  of  turning  the  course  of  the  conven- 
sation.  ^*  after  a  yovii^  friend,  whose  Qamf 
we  fir?  afraid  of  mentioning/* 

Miss  J^ne  goxe  veD.%  t/^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^ 
siisbu 
**  ffDts,  my  hve,"  said  the  yfsgjujjtesi^ 

g4  **d© 
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**  do  not  sufier  yourself  to  sink — AU  will 
be  well  * 

**  Pray,  lady  Thirfield,''  asked  lady  Ear. 
Bngbury,  **  how  is  dear  lady  Heeltap  ?" 

*•  Lady  Heeltap,*'  retorted  the  viscoun- 
tess, all  her  softness  vanished^  **  is  out  of 
the  reach  of  scandal." 

"  Above  or  below  ?**  said  the  countess, 
with  all  the  suavity  md  seriousness  she 
was  capable  of  assuming. 

•*  Above  it,  lady  Earlingbury,'*  replied 
the  viscountess,  with  a  toss  of  the  head; 
*'  and  let  me  tell  your  ladyship,  that  nobi- 
lity ishould  not  be  a  cloak  for  rudeness." 

**  Nor  a  bonnet  neither,**  continued  the 
countess,  in  the  same  mild  tone,'  as  she 
took  from  the  ground  the  bonnet  which 
lady  Thirfield  in  her  passion  had  -shakeii 
firom  her  head,  and  presented  it  to  her. 

Sir  Herbert  perceiving  that  lady  Ear- 
lingbury  was  in  a  disposition  to  tease,  and 
that  lady  Thirfield  was  not  in  a  temper-of 
mind  to  bear  teasing,  interposed  by  re- 
questing 
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♦  * 

questing  that  the  bride  and  bridegroom 
elept^  with. the  viscount  land  his  family, 
would  honour  his  humble  board  on  the 
first  vacant  day;         . 

This  was  the  chief  motive  of  Miss 
D'Unrof  *s  visit.  In  her  eyes^  consequence 
wap  the  only  thing  in  which  Mr.  Clatter- 
wick   was  deficient    His  speech  at  the 

Tabernacle  was  fluent,  but  his  warmest 

»         ^       -        '  •  .  • .  ' . 

admirers  coiild  not  help  acknowledging 
that  Mr.  Glatterwick  was  somewhat  want- 
ing iiii  dignity  of  manner  as  well  as  grac^ 
fulness,  of  carri^e^  and  dignity  was  only  to 
be  attained  by  associating  with  those  wha 
abounded  in  it.  Mr<  Clatterwick  had  long  . 
been  the  delight  of  the  elderly  females^ 

who  frequented  r-^—  chapel,  but  his 

heart  had  been  proof  against  aQ  the  attacks 
which  had  been  levelled  against  him,  un* 
til  one  fatal  evening,  whea  destiny  took 
it  into  her  head  to  place  Miss  Olivia  in  the 
firont  seat  of  that  part  of  the  gallery  which 
was  most  in  view  of  the  pulpit.  He  disi- 
covered  that  she  was  the  sister-in-law  of 

Q5  lorcl 


lord  'Thitififelfe  J  liiB  fotdv^d  tfp  thfe  cfeaSft 
ti^th  vigotir,  ahd  'in  a  few  dajrs  ^rtned 
ftie  YftWpHTts  and  Yedifced  ¥he  cftaddl  to 
terms  of  capitulation.  Olivia  was  'tlie  en* 
Vy  of  *2ll  Mr.  dlatterWidk^  Ifearers.  Mr. 
^attefwick  could  have  bettered  Iriwself 
inpAttt  of  fortune  ten  ^mes  over ;  it  'was 
love — ^tiftunlphsftit  love,  whiclr^adt edtited 
the  reverend  pf eadier 'a  cafptive  to  GHivia^ 
eharms.  Ser  oWn  ptcfpetty  ifra^  tpet^led 
ctltitely  upon  heWB& .  How  ^feihterested^r 
TJir.  <:;iatt6rWidk  Was  a  tnfen  who  oE/ty 
tfequlftd  to  Ibte  known,  4n  ordtet  ^1:o  be 
adbred. 

*nie  baronet  '^aln  ipreissett  ^for  ^efir 
"nafriing  a  day,  which,  after'SOtiie  r^luctdnce 
on  flie  pUrt  of  theT)ride  elect,  was  flxeft 
Yor  the  morrow  week,  Mir.  Claftterwick 
Tiaving  undertfikai  to  pitovide  a  stfbSrtitute 
*fbr  the  evening  duty  at'hiS  ^diapS,  tlwlt 
the  harrriony  of  the  day  toiight  ilbt  ^  in- 

tertupted. 

!l£latedWlthhblf^         Mr.  Rafter- 
trick se^mi^  1rf(ilhie& toremdn  a fibdturb 

'  ui 


|p  ^e  l^pixii^s  <djtaa/f^ti^gffO(^  r^ere,  had 
thexie  Jbn^en^uch  a  iixix)^  K^  w^uJ4  hj^^e 
prov^  a  foiinidable  rival  to  a  4umb  iw.alt^ 
er.  }/lm  JD'TJurof  had  Y^Jbispex^d  to  lady 
Beauchavdp  ber  .anxjiety  Jl^iat  tbe  l^tteir 
should  Ik^ar  ^  dJkcQi^rse  %)m  Mr.  CJJ^iiAeiv 
wick,  who  she  8^^  ly^  &ec^ndy  io  joh^ 
QQrbqd  ki  fjtttdjr  ^8  io  be  BiHpt^QdjQi^  of 
every  one  ^bojit  -him.  "  X3^e  .4e^  naftp: 
is  fiomeitim^  is^  a^at !  J|  was  only  thi^ 
mpigtiing  that  he  p^t  iny  puise  m  his  po<v 

fcqt,'  inisfeajking.it  fc^his  pocket Aai^^ker- 
elue£,  pnd  I  dare  §ay  if  we  bad  not  remind- 
ed  him  ftf  i|li>  Fo^ld  not  have  perceived  hia 
effTorJ* 

"  JPoor  4ear  m^n !"  said  jfeidy  jjariing- 
bury,  **  I  should  not  be  surprised  rat  hi^* 
often  doings^ch  tlunjgs*    I  ,bftYe  beai^d.or 
?nany  people  tpking  purges  ,1^  mistake." 

Xb^s  w,a3  uttered  with  ^lich  .^mpatbia- 
ipg  gravity^  ajs  completely  preyer^ted  the 
weak  mind  of-Qlivia  ftpm  p^rceiyii^  tbat 
she  was.  the.objeqt  of  .tfce  ,9Q^l^^y  liidif; 
^ule^  ' 
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*•  But  Olivia,  my  dear,"  cried  the  vis- 
countess, **  you  fOTget  that  we  have  pro- 
mised to  conduct  Mr.  CUitferwicfc  to  Ta- 
vistock-square,  and  the  time  draws  fast 
upon  us.  Excuse  us,  dear  lady  Beau- 
champ,  hut  on  these  occasions  ceremony 
may  fairly  he  dispensed  with:** 

During  this  conversation,  hoth'Mr.  Clat-' 
terwick  and  lord  Thirfield  had  been  placed 
in  their  chairs  to  be  *'  left  till  called  for.** 

"  Jane  and  Arabella,  do  you  go  on," 
continued  the  vicountess ;  *^  lord  Thirfield, 
why  don*t  you  take  leave  of  sir  Herbert  ? 
>lr.  Clatter  wick,  will  you  have  the  good- 
ness to  take  care  of  my  sister?  Well, 
adieu,  my  good  friends,  till  to-morrow 
week." 

The  actors  were  soon  ready,  and  after 
the  blushes  were  summoned  to  the  cheeks 
of  the  pair  to  be  married,  by  the  over- 
whelming congratulations  of  lady  Earling- 
bury,  the  sextetto  proceeded  to' the  street- 
door  in  the  order  assigned  to  them. 

The  ^ceike  had  the  effect  of  eliciting  a 

portion 


portion  of  Oertrudls's  fonnef  vitadty. 
There  was  tometiiihf^  so  triily  ludicfous 
in  the  action  of  all  the  patrty — ^they  Were 
all  so  unlike  themselves,  that  it  njni^ 
have  been  sometliing  moi^  or  le^  thati 
moital  that  could  not  ha^e  extraeti^^ 
amusenient  from  the  ^neral  efiect  i 

"  I  wonder,**  said  lady  Earlingbury^  **  tf 
Olivia  took  him  without  a  character  &om 
his  last  place,  for  I'll  swoar  he  has  heen  a 
footman  during  the  intcarval  from  boyship 
to  parsonship.'*  i^ 

•*  For  my  part,"  said  Golrude,  •*  I 
hardly  think  his  rnann^^  had  a  suffieieni^ 
of  gentility  to  mark  him  a  member  of  the 
party-coloured  fribe.** 

*'  If  I  were  called  upon  for  my  judg-^ 
ment,"observed  ktdyBeauchamp,  ^'Ii^oidd 
say,  not  meaning  any  disrespect  to  the  tea 
verend  gentleman,  that  he  had  been  dry 
jester  to  a  mountebank,  for  under  thtf 
doak  of  his  gravity  there  is  a  peculiar^  look 
of  cunning***  r  .  i 

''  Matilda 
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^  Matilda  is  tif^  as  .to  ^h»:  cutanff^ 
|Nut  of  the  Jbasineai,^  sM  Ihe  lionet; 
^  ibivt  if  lie  ias  perfoamed  a  part  lippB  jaigr 
•tage^  it  b»  be^Q  {hat  of  as^istaiit  to  the 
tmdker  df  Hie  Isir^  and  if  I  isMiy  .9p^k  my 
09m^mpfAm9ikt$f  I  nevecsawit  OQuatQn^^aijee 
that  I-sojuttdh  disUkoAi  Thqr^  laky^pp* 
tri^y,  matfce,  iind  ^U  unehaiiti^f^ness 
written  upon  !bis  fiveheiid.    Tl^i^isp^ '*' 

"^  -'^••Hdid,  lEfefbert!  h  this  you?  Yqu 
tibflit  are  tibie  iehaonfmn  laf  oood^raikm  aiod 
the  enemy  of  detraction  ?" 

natand.t90irebtefl>  Itijbtilda.  Wbi^t  iiave 
ve  to  do  with  tjbe  ji^y^  of  Clattei^rwi^ 
and  Dtivia  ?'^ 

**  Gertrude,*'  said  Jady  Eadingbuij^ 
^^fdoe  jity 'f)^rt  when  I  aoi^pn^-^tt  will 
be  my  ttti:n  neKtt,  fov  your  father  4(^ais  4a 
a  hiunour  to^i^are  nobo^." 

•*  You  will  meet  them>  ladj:  ]Earli^g- 
bury,  to-morrow  week.?" 
-  ^ '  Wiitt  a  4u£k  swira  ?  Dp  ycfu  ^^Bpo^e 
I  am  capable  of  missing  so  djal£ie|#ble  :^ 

treat?' 


ti^Mt?  ffiod  111  htmg  Cvofton;  he  iiis  Men 

'    ^  It  Is  'Qiy  Of  midi,'^  said  the  inmnel;. 
«^4^&t  the  ^bt»ieyi]m3ioli    v^l  be  mi  isk^ 
^4ine  bdbt«  it  rMches  I9ie  fiitt  quatteiL'' 
*   ^^*  In  *  tfaflt  icflse,;  iieitert^  welshall  he 
•ddubly  >«iiAttdcy»^  wesAnll  not^cmty  fame 

squabblings." 

^''l>bave  RO  &a»  wi  iibait  iiaod/^t  all 
^v^n^t^,"  said  the  countess ;  ''for  if  I  imi»- 
%ike  not»  Miss  OHvia  will  be  like  a  lamb 
^nder  the  jaws  of  a  woMt^ 

** 'Or -like  « learned  pig  in  the  pi^etioe 
■rf  his 'marter^"  added 'Gertrude. 

^  >Haxkf-^I«  fiot  thAt  tbe  postmpn<& 
knocks  Matilda  ?" 

Impossible !  he  has  been  here  abeady.'^ 
It  is  true  though — JEcce  sigmim — The 
direction — ^lady  Beauchamp;  the  hand- 
writing— ^£dw£urd  Lawrence;*^ 

**  It  is  short,  Herbert,  but  to  the  pur- 

^se^"  said  lady  Beauchamp,  after  she  had 

^  read 


u 
u 
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read  th6  letter ;  '^  Ed  waid  is  oli  tik  j^Mfag^ 
home,  and  is,  p^haps,  at  this  mf^inent^ 
actually  in  England.  The  letter  has  beeo 
au  unusual  timie  upon  ats  passage,  and  Ed- 
miard  says  that  he  shaU  quit  Calcutta  with- 
in a  monlh&ckn  Jbhe  date  of  his  diispatph. 
How  I  long  to  see  him  1  and  yet  I  almost 
dnead  to  ^iewthe  fine-tyouth  which  i^  pie- 
-fuMdiiin  my  imsgisiatioQ,  tetum  the  de- 
crepit valetudinarian."  '        '     :     ^ 

*•  Time  wHlJiafTe  its  tray,"  s^hed  the 
countess.  '^  Don't  laugh,  Gertrude;  .it 
..will  beyctar  turn  to  (»unt  the  wrinkly 
by-and-by  ;  every  tbu\g  gets  .  old  but 
the  heroioie.ofa  nevi^l.  But,  farewell' for 
the  present — ^You  will  see  me  again,  per- 
bnpft  be%e  you  either  wish  or  expect  it." 


CHAP. 


BSAtrCHAMP.  137 


CHAPTER  IX. 


^>»>.^»#»^<»#»»#^#>»^«»^'» 


•  « 

Which  would  be,  if  properly  arranged,  the  last 
Scene  of  the  fourth  Act,  and  the  first  Scene  of 
the  fifth  Act. 

With  Gertrude,  the  days  again  piASsed 
quickly  on — She  was  beloved  by  Arthur, 
and  now  ventured  to  indulge  in  the  hope 
that  time  would  unite  them.  Her  mind, 
relieved  'from  its  secret  sorrow,  recovered 
its  elasfidty.  and  she  rested  securely  un- 
der  the  conviction  that  her  confidence 
was  placed  where  it  was  not  likely  to  be 
abused.  Of  lady  Earlingbury,  indeed,  she 
fiaw  but  little,  and  that  little  i;^as  in  the 
company  of  her  parents.  She  urged  a  Vai 
riety  of  trifling  excuses  to  sfiieak  biit  for 
one  moment  in  the  language  of  love,  but 
the  countess  made  counter-exdises,  whi^ 
*  rendered 


rendered  those  of  Gertrude  completely  ne- 
gative. Lady  Earlingbury's  visits  before 
the  departure  of  Arthur  had  been  almost 
daily,  and  each  of  long  eantinuance ;  they 
were  now  transients  and  days  elapsed  with- 
out either  seeing  or  hearing  from  her. 
— "  Surely,**  thought  Gertrude,  "  I  have 
not  been  deceived — ^lady  Earlingbury 
could  not  have  be^n  so  cruel  as  to  induce 
me  to  give  present  ease  to  my  bursting 
heart,  at  the  expence  of  my  fiilwe  pe^ceF 
^he  is  in^apaUe.of  it*~The  week  elapsed 
y^esterdayi  ftnd  Arthur  i^  not  returned.** 

The  portentous  day  had  indeed  arrived^ 
whtdi  had  been  apprc^pnated  fof  the  hn^ 
Q9I  fetiat  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clatterwiek,  and 
'  preparations  had  becB  made  to  receive 
them  m  a  style  correspondkig  to  their 
transcenda^it  merits.  Soon  after  break- 
&$t,  the  well*knowii  step  of  tb$  countess 
atriick  the  fiar  of  Gertrude. 

^'  Well,  sir  Hirrbert,'*  aaid  tibie  ccwnl^si^ 

M  she  altered  tJae  rootv.  *'w^  ril  yow 

patapheraitia  xs9dy  ?      Gertrude*  wht^ 

makes 
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mlies  you  fio  in  iks  dmnsis?  I  Iiad 
some  hopes  of  you  thfe  othar  day :  I  see 
yott  must  have  another  shaking,  so  go  and 
get  on  your  things ;  my  carriage  is  at  the 
door  this  time,  and  we  will  see  if  this 
will  be  as  suceesaful  in  chasing  the  blue 
4« vife  as  your  father's  was.  Make  haste, 
^^d^-^^I  have  a  thbotend  tfaii^  to  do  this 
^Homing)  but  1 4»e  I  must  screw  you  up 
to  a  prefer  pitch,  or  you  will  have  tko  n- 
liih  for  the  festivities  of  theday,  and  I 
lliihfe  it  stiaU  not  be  my  £iutt  if  I  do  not 
t>pen  the  tnouth  dT  the  briclegroDm«'' 

Gertrude's  toilet  was  easily  dispatdseS, 
^Md  th^  cffintiage  was  soon  drsYen.  ^rom  the 
'dodr.  ^.Highgate,**  said  the  countess  to 
the  coachman,  as  she  seated  het^elf^  bilt 
when  tliey  had  driven  a  diotrt  distaOicCf 
ishe  recollected  havrng  left  her  ridkole 
behind  'her.  The  check-sf^g  was  piiBedl, 
land  the  icarriage  ordered  to  Bsarlkigbiafiy 
Hotise.  It  1 

^e  et^mitesis  first  aliglittiid,  ^tnd  was  en- 

tering 
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'toring  tHe  door,  when  Gertrude  espied  the 
ridicule  on  the  seat 

**  Lady  Earlingbury,  here  is  the  ridi- 
cule.'* 

**  No  matter — oome  in.'* 

Gertrude  did  as  she  was  desired,  and 
was  conducted  to  a  drawing^rocnn,  where 
the  countess  requested  her  to  amuse  hei^ 
self  for  a  short  timci  with  whatever  she 
could  find  in  the  room. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  latter  returned, 
leading  in.  her  hand  Gertrude*s  paragon  qf 
ideal  and  real  perfection'— Arthur  Man- 
fired. 

Arthur  drew  hack  in  seeming  astonisb- 
mait — Gertrude  bought  for  support  £rom 
the  chimney-piece.         , . 

«  Very  good^  indee4  ^  said  the  coun- 
tess, as  she  closed  the  door — *^  acted,  to  the 
life !  Now>  sir,  will  you  liaye  the  good- 
ness to  advance  three  steps  anjd.n^e  a 
bow — a  little  lower — ^Three  steps  more 
and  ancfther  btart.    Bcavo !     Now,  sir,  if 

you 


beauchamf; 

you  please,  stay  mhere  you  are  a  nioment; 
Miss  Beauchamp,  will  you  hare  the  goocU 
ness  tosmdl  to  this  botde  three  times» 
^toid  then  seat  yourself  in  this  chairl'* 

The  meeting  was  ao  thoroughly  unex-, 
^ted  hy  both  as  to  depiive  them  of  the 
power  of  action,  and  they  'beciame  mere 
passive  tools  in  the  handa  of  thcf  countess. 
Having  seated  Gertrude,  and  put  her 
hand  upon  the  padjMtating  heart  €^  the 
fetter,  she  returned  to  Arthur,  who  was 
^ubting  the  evidence  of  fais^  own!  seUses, 
He  had  been  in^ho  way  apprized  of  the 
fitvourable  sentiments  which  Gertrude  en* 
*  tertained  towatds  him^  and  was  at  a  to- 
tal  loss  as  to  the  line  of  ^conduct  which  h^ 
tfvight  to  pursue.  Pudiing  him  by  tibe 
fieaid,  lihe  i6xdaSmed— ^ 

**  What  is  the  bkiekhead  standing  like 
an  automaton  for?  Must  I  be  moving 
the  wires  for  ^er  and  ever  ?  Why  didn'^ 
you  kneel,  as  in  duty  faouBd,:  to  the  god« 
dett  of  youridoiatry  ?" 
'  Arthur  wfuited  rno'  fiirther  direction; 
t       i  In 
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In  an  instant  lie  itas  on  hiii  koiee; 
hmd  of  Galarudo  was  ^Kftfiied  to  his  tqps, 
while  Gertradcfs  other  arm  eaejfdad  lai^ 
Earlingbiiry^  who  had  advanead  to  har 
assistance,  it  was  •  aeedod,  and  joy ftdiy 
was  Hie  bhisfaing  &ee  hid  in  Ae  friendly 
bosom  of  the  •countess. 

Gertrade'8  isespiration  gifMr  diffieuU:-*^ 
she  appeared  to  gasp  for  b«?ath.  At  the 
desire  of  the  countesi^  Arthur  flew  to  <^pai 
•ne  window^  while  he  w^ent  to  aoothw^  to 
enaUe  Gedarude  tii»  nmter  h^Ml£  X^adf* 
Earlkigbury  aided  her  in  lising;  and  eon* 
ducted  her  to  the  window^-Ceitrode 
pressed  the  hand  a£  het  Samid,  and  de- 
dared  hersdf  better. 

'  ^  Then  walk  a  little.  wi^»  Manfred^ 
you  fooU  do  you  not  see  that  is^he  is  sinking  ? 
Why  do  you  not  assist  her?** 

«  Gertn^de  r^**  Ariamr  r  waft  all  that 
could  be  articnlateid»  as  they  ind»4g^  in 
the  first  fond  emfaraoe. 

*'  As  I  see  you  are  going  to  be  a  eoufde 
of  noodles,  I  give  yon  one  qnartor  of  an 

hour, 


hoar,  by  which  time  t  appreiiend  you  *ffl 
have  regained  a  little  of  y<>ur  ydlkh  for 
cottifnon  sense.** 

*  Do  not  leave  me,  lady  Baflinghwry  !*■ 

*  Pretty  Dttie  baby!  Is  it  afraid  thfe 
wolf  will  eat  it  up  ?  No,  Gfertrude— my 
days  cf  fblly  and  nonsense  ^mte  port  a»t 
gone ;  I  have  no  taste  &it  it  left.^ 

As  the  quarter  of  an  boar  wili  present 
nothing  what^^ver  that  can  be  inteiesdn^ 
to  any  body  but  the  parties  themselves, 
fhere  wiU  be  no  Imrm  in  occupying  the 
time  by  mentioning,  thAt  lady  Earling* 
bury  was  a  great  admirer  of  effect,  atnd 
hod  tufnadtn  her  mihd  the  most  imposing 
tm^hod  of  working  up  the  scene  forn^ 
ptiesentati^vi.  She  perfectly  knew  the 
Sentiments  of  bc^h,  and  concdved  that 
neither  woidd  be  much  benefited  by  a 
tedious  dedamtion,  according  to  the  esta- 
blifi^ed  forms  in  that  case  made  and  pro- 
yiAed.  She  had  therdfore  written  to  her 
tvother  to  oantrive  that  his  arrival  in  Lon- 
4on  should  be  on  the  morning  in  questicnt, 

and 
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and  that  be  should  make  some  excuse  of 
d^t^nlng  Mfo^fred  at  Earlingbury  House 
till  further  orders.  Captain  Qroftoh  was 
punctual  in  every  thing.  They  had  slept 
the  pteoed^tg  night  at  Bamet»  and  had 
finished  their  break&st  in  town  about 
half  an  hour  before  the  return  of  lady 
Earlingbury  with  Gertrude.  Crofton  na* 
turally  supposed  that .  his  sister  had  some 
paHieular  object  in  vieiw  for  detaining  Ar- 
,thur ;  he  therefore  took  ^e  most  effectual 
way  af  meeting  her  wishes^  by  pleading  a 
jsho^  engagement  out,  and  requiring  the 
promise  of  Arthur  that  he  would  pa^^ntly 
await  his  coming  backer  agr^ng  then  to 
iuxH>mpany  his  friend  to  sir  Herbert  Beau- 
champ's ^This  is  a  quarter  of  an  bourns 

writing,  at  all  events,  and  to  some  worthy 
folks  would  be  a  quaiiser  of  an  hour's 
jeading;  without  any  infringemait  on 
.the  unities,  therefore,  l^dy  Earlingbury 
may  be  reponducted  to  the  drawiijg-room, 
Gertrude  received  her  with  a  blushing 
smile,  and  Arthur  with  the  expression  of 

his 


his  gratittide  dK>r  the  unlookecUfor  blessing, 
she  had  pat  in  his  possession; 

"All  this  is  very  fine-^but  now  the  ; 
murder  is  out, .  we  must  ocmader  what  Is 
next  to  be  done.    I  am  not  only  suficfring^^ 
a  dandestine  correspondiffliice  to  be  main^  • 
tained,  but  I  .have  be^i  the  means  r  of  itk^l 
commencemoit     Your  &kfaer,  Gertrude^  > 
w«re  he  to  know  what  has.  taken  pbce,-. 
would  blame  me  unceasinglyy  and  with^i 
good  jf'eason.    To  save  his  daughter  from 
misery  1 1  have  tanght-.her  deoeption>-*-I 
have  robbed  the  parent  of  his  ehild's  am*  ' 
fidencei^But  it  is  useless^  asimatters  have  '- 
gone  so  far,  ta  enter  /into  pros  and  can^ 
It  is.  not  pisobaUe  that  Isir -Hevbert's  con** 
sent   GEUi.  be  immediaftely .  obtained-;   h^  > 
has  prejudices^   stroiig  prgudioes^>  wihi<^  / 
time' alone  can  effectually  removci     I  Jiave.  :^ 
hitherto  been  the  Mend  to  both  of  ydvn  / 
but  I' shall  ceaseito^<so  unle^  you  jmntly  ' 
and  severally  promise  •  implicit  obediMee^ 
to  my  commands/' :  : 

Arthur  dropped  on  his  khees^^fnd  Gei^: 
VOL.  IV.  H  trude 
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trade  fdllowed  his  example:  they  so-' 
lemnly  protested  that  they  would  be 
guided  by  her  judgment  in  every  thing. 

"  In  the  first  place,  then,'*  said  the  coun- 
tess, "  I  striiBtly  forbid  the  slightest  inter- 
course between  you,  either  by  word  or  by 
letter,  under  pain  of  my  severe  displea- 
sure^ and  I  expect  that  this  injunction 
w^  be  religiously  adhered  to,  tUl  I  allow 
it  to  be  dissolved/' 

*\  What  none !  lady  Earlingbury  ?'* 
"  None,  Manfred— not  even  with  your 
eyes. — ^they  may  betray  you.  Rest  satiSr- 
fied  that  each  is  in  full  possesidon  of  the 
other's  heart,  and  leave  the  rest  to  me  and 
fate.  The  conduct  of  both  must  be  little 
altered;  and  bear  in  mind,  Miss,  that  if 
ymi  are  found  guilty  of  having  health  and 
spirits, :  for  the  possession  of  which  you 
cannot  reasonably  account,  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that  may  be  considered  as  con- 
tmban'd,  and  seized  from  you  by  a  hint  or 
two  that  it  is  time  for  you  to  decide  in 
fimaiiur  dfi^ord  Spalding.  For  you,  Man- 
fred, 
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flhed,  it  does  t\ot  much  signify,  as  sir  Herbert 
has  most  probably  never  thought  of  in- 
vestigatmg  whether  your  stupidity  pro-* 
ceeded  from  love  or  a  bullet.    Gertrude* 
may  blush  twice  At  dinner  to-day,  because 
there  will  be  a  bride  in  company,  but  if 
she  caste  an  affectionate  glance  at  any  one^ 
I  insist  upon  it  that  it  be  to  Mr.  Clatter- 
iHck,  and  ttf  no  one  else.      Stay — As 
^ome  encouragement  to  you,  in  case  you 
bfehave'  Well,   I  will  permit  Manfred  to 
come  here  every  other  morning  to  talk  of 
you,  Gertnide;   and  the  alternate  morn- 
irigs  I  will  contrive  that  you  shall  have 
five'  hrtirtutes  to  talk  of  him.    Considering 
that  I  ielifl  my  ears  to  a  parcel  of  trash, 
which  must  be  wholly  uninteresting  to 
any  but  the  proper  owner,  I  hope  you  will 
place  ^  proper  construction  on  the  sacrifice 
r  have  offered  to  make.    You  may  have 
oh^'  mot-e  kiss    of  the  hand,    Manfred 
*5  *  «     Biit  I  did  not  tell  j'^oii  to  take 
another  husf  !—Por  shame,    Miss  Beau- 
diihfip/why  do  you  permit  yourself  to  sin 
.  '      '  H  2  against 
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Bfjf^^^jpj^^^  «et  off  to 

.'f.1 1^9,^  0(igaged  to«w$it  here  fyr  Crof-. 

,  "Tbfa.ypu-  ivjiU  b^ve- to  waif;  loRg 
eqqiug^,^  f^r.  j^pu  >^iU  not  i^^  turn  tiU  din* 
n^iv^itpf;,  and  tibea;y9U  nu^cbitnce  to. 
Ug^  u^i^  him,ii|.£ropk-8treet — ^But,  on 
second  thoughts^- 1 :. wpul^  not  have ,  you 
retuxQ  there  till.to.wand&  threes  o'dock»  as* 
If^  that  tipae  I  shalLhftye  safely  depc^ited; 
exeiy ;  part  of  Gertrude  .but  her  h^urt^ — 
However,  she  ha&got.one  in  exchange  for 
it^Kfep  it,*  G^trud^ — Cherish  >it,i  Ar- 
thur^ as  you  would  your  lifi^ ;  a^d.  jtnay 
Hei^ven  bless  you  j^ogetber !  ShalJ  jve  want 
i))e  Jfainting  apparatus,  Gertr^de^ .  at  the 
top^f  .Highgate  Hill  ?" 

Dxiring  the J^ime  occupied  rbytbejtFans-r 
ac^ii9fi&at£^UiigburyHouse,anoth?r<s^ 
eq))ally  inter^^stkig  to  the  parties  coiv^ern*. 
ed,^w^  perfoTOijed  at  jsir,  Hwbert  Beau^^ 
chai)9p'&  ^iadj£ajrUngbnry|had.ncrt;ioQ 
^(^]^  ifroijict^  tl^,  ba^oQet'3  c^dooi>  ;w.h^  a 
.    .,      >  ^         ^  carriage 


carnage  drove  up,  bontaining  two  gentle- 
'  men.  One  of  them  instantly  sprung  upon 
•  tlie  pavement,  to  tihe  joy  of  lady  'Beau- 
champ,  who  hacd  stationed '  herfeelf  at  *  tlie 
window.  Sir  Herbert,  who  was^  reading 
in  a  distant  part  of  the'  room,  wks  roused 
by  the  dasping  of  his  wife's  hands  and  h^r 
exdaination  of-^**  'My  brother  T 

The  book  was  thmWn  aside,  ahd  tlie 
race  coritested'to  the  street-dbor-^Mkiida 
woh' it,  arid' was  in  the  4nWs  of^  her  bfother 
bef6t«  sir  Herbert  coiild  seize' his Trand. 

•^  Bidward,  -  my  tiear  Edward !  'how '  HaJ). 
pyl-amr 

**  jffister,  -my  ^  dear  sister !  so  I  am  too  I 
Herbert,  here,  we  meet  at'last-^Here's  the 
6ttd  of'  all  my  toils  ahd' troubles,  hly  cares  ^ 
and  disappointitnerits.     Where's  my  llttie 
-Gertrude?  wheref's  my  boy  Arthur  ?  'Let 
me  know  every  thing  at  a  brejlth,  for  I  do 
not  think  I  have  two  bi^^ths  tb  spaf e.'* 
••*''But  ybur  friend?'*  said  the  barOilet.. 
•*  Oh !  Milford  will  wrait  a  min il te  or'  fMcf 
Without    grumbling.     *He   is   an    entire 
'  •  H  3  stranger 
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stranger  in  London,  and  I  have  pronoised 
to  aid  him  in  his  search  after  an  old  friend 
of  bis,  and  w|io,  unless  he  has  a  higher  ti- 
tle, is  still  lord  viscount  Thirfield." 

«  Lord  Thirfileld !" 

.  "  yeS'-T-Doyou  Koovr  where  he  i$  to  be 
found?" 

"  You  may  easily  giv«  up  the  search^aqd 

suffer  jour  friend  to  conie.in  ;   lord  Thir- 

^  field  dines  with  us  to-day,  apd  Mr*  Milfwl 

/will,  I  hope,  do,  the  same — ^we-thenrne^ 

,not  be  depriyed  of  you.    Aiijr  friend  wjU 

beivelcome^  particularly  if  he  is  t]p/c  friend 

of  one  who  is  doubly  and  trebly  w^cpm^." 

•  ♦^HoUoa!    Milfor^r!  -  Htere's.  ^jjaf^^-  for 

you!     Compin;:.  ,       .      .  .      !  .h    .,  '^ 

Mr-  MLIfprd.  iv^as  presei>t^tl|y  Edw«d 
Lawrence  to  tho  basnet  a^,M^tild£^*^;a 
persoii  for  whojpa  ^^, entertained  the  higli- 
est  regard. 

,"  Milford,"  said  h^,  "  is  a  citizen  of  the 
world^  ii\  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  for  he 
has  been  a  resident  in  every  country  under 
the  sun.      For  the  last  six  years  he  has 

chummed 
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chummed  with  me  at  Calcutta,  and  he  tefls 
me  that  lord  Thirfield  is  the  only  person 
in  England  that  will  recognize  him." 

Had  Mr,  Milford  been  introduced  to 
sir  Herbert  with  his  character  dependent 
upon  the  regards  of  lord  Thirfield»  he 
would  certainly  not  have  appeared  to  the 
same  advantage  that  he  did  as  the  inti* 
mate  oompanioh  of  Edward  Lawrence.^ — 
Sir  Herbert  B^iichamp's  acquaintance 
with  lord  Thirfield  had  commenced  some 
time  after  the  latter  had  settled  at  Lough- 
ton  Grange,  and  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  metamorphoses  which  matrimony 
sometimes  makes  in  a  husband's  head,  in 
more  ways  than  one.  The  story  which 
scandal  had  propagated  concerning  the 
union  of  the  viscount  with  Miss  Under, 
proof,  and  the  valorous  conduct  of  Mr. 
Sampson  Underproof,  might  be  complete- 
ly fabulous,  and  the  viscount  bachelor 
might  have  been  altogether  a  different  be- 
ing from  the  viscount  hen-pecked  bus- 
band.     Lord  Thirfield  was  now  ai  man  of 

H  4  extreme 
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!:  extreme  quietness  6f  manner  and  humility 
iiof.  deportment,  i  but  he  might  have  disco- 
vered 'sabmisskm  to  be  the  &nify  way  in 
owhich  life  could  have  been  rendered  at  all 
IbeataUe.  * 

Ai  the  earrieeti  eHitreaty  of  i  the  baronet, 
:the  ;part  ^ of: the*  cargo,  ^as  Edward  Law- 
'reiice4ienndd  it,  which  bdonged  tohimself, 
-w.as  unloaded,  «and  ]l>laced  under >  the  direc- 
:  tion  of  sir  Herbert's  gentleman.    Mr.  MH- 
:foid,  who  strem^iously  dedined  the  i  baro- 
net's invitdtti^m,  was  eoni&igned  •  to  a'  hotel 
in  1  the  vieighbouthood,  under  the  promise 
sof  retumiiag  at   Ihe  dinner'^hoar,   or  as 
soon  before  it  as  he  oonvenientiy  oould. 

With  .^Matilda  and :  her  bm^tfaer  the-.time 
h»d^dipped.»p^ly  away.    OPfae  entnmee 
/of  Actlmr  foramoment:put  an:end'to:a 
string  df  questions  on.both  sides. 

'*  Arthur,  there:is  a  stranger,**  :said  lady 
^Beauchamp. 

.  ^  My  ilndkn  bene&ctor  !"    exclaimed 
rManired. 

' « '  •'  ff-  Gseat  words  upon  ^  great  occasions,  my 
.  V  ^  young 
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yotmg  Mend.  Onoe  ugadn  in  Old  ISxig^ 
land,  I  must  forget  the  past  and.'e»j<^ 
\he  preset.  The  rdmdn^rknce  6f  our 
xaeeHn^  in  Itidia^  my  deiar  bor^^ .  mM.  al- 
ways be  "accooapaBied  by  the  TeooUedtion 
jtf£  you!c!  OiWn  sufferings,  and  we  both  <^iils^. 
.haye:  had^en<^gh  of  tbetn.  But  udmefime 
xi  vtrant}i)g«^ Where  ifi'Gertmde?^ 

Lady  Eai^ti&gbufy  was  behind  'tjiesfa^- 
pbhlted  time,  butttb^  j9oo|i  tairnvedv      ^ : 
"  ^eytrude — ^yoiir  uride;"  1  ' 

^  Lady  Ea^lingbu/y-^-my  brdtherT  ^i 
^  Rather  saf  ^  Madlda^;  tbat  it  is  y4tja% 
self— that  it  is  the  ^me  levdy  )^ce$^(^  I 
parted  from — we  won't  say  how  many 
years  ago;.  Let  me  look  at  you,  Gertrude 
— Pull  off  your  bonnet — ^Now,  if  you'll 
give  me  a  kiss,.  I  will  tell  you  that  you  are< 
almost  as  handsome  as>  your  mother  was." 

**  Almost  as  handsome !"  involuntariljr 
exclaimed  Arthur.  ' 

He  caught  the  eye  of  lady  Earlingbury, 
unperceived  by  any  one  but  Gertrude— 

H  5.  lookedl 
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looked  down^  and  fiimbled  at  his  watch- 
chain. 

"  Well,"  said  lady  Earlingbuiy,  *•  I 
must  to  dress,  for  I  ambent  vpon  an. at- 
tack upon  the  Clatterwick — So,  good 
folks,  adieu  for  the  present.  If  the  wel- 
come, by  word  of  mouth,  Mr.  Lawrence, 
were  necessary  from  -a  sincere  friend  6( 
your  sister,  I  beg  you  to  accept  it.  Sy- 
and-by  we  dhall  be  better  acquainted''  - 

Then  casting  a  look,  first  on  Arthur  and 
then  on  Glertrude,  which  they  and  they 
flonly  understood,  the  countesa  made  her 
eurtsey  and  withdrew. 


CHAP 
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CHAPTER  X, 


.    » 


Which  contains  more  of  real  Busineu  than  atHf 
other  Ten  Chapttre  in  the  Work. 

4 

**  This  is  so  kind,  lady  Earlingbury  T  said 
lady  Beauchamp,  as  she  entered  the  draw- 
ing-room, and  found  the  oountess  the  first 
arrived  of  her  visitors;  **  nothing  is  so  in- 
tolerably stupid  as  die  quar);er  of  an  hour 
before  dinner  with  stupid  people/' 

^^  Right,  my  dettt^  creature ;  but  that  is 
only  a  misfortune.  I  would  not  lose  a 
morsel  of  the  Qatterwick  for  the  world ; 
and  you  see  I  have  given  you  (xmvineing 
proof  of  my  great  regard  for  the  bride- 
groom, in  being  determined  to  hall  his  'en- 
trance.** 

Arthur  then  entered  the  room. 

H  6  The 
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The  countess  continued — "  Well,  Man- 
fred, have  you  provided  yourself  with  de- 
fensive  armour,  to  resist  the  powerful 
weapons  of  Jane  'FJtz-Eustace  ?  Here's 
Gertrude  too  I  Poor^thing !  there  is  nobody 
to  pit  her  against,  but  Arthur  and  Mr. 
JUsLWxe1^(!^.  As  to  either  of  ih^se,  she 
might  .as  .well  have  nobody,  for  the  first  is 
her  brother,  as  you  have  all  settled  it,  and 
:the  dther  isher  uncle,.and  marrying  uncles 
OS  ione  of  thek  ihal^ts  wMch.  the  Portu- 
gese lare  perfectly  welcome  .to  keep  to 
ihe(Daae(lTe&"     .      , 

*^  Yjou  fosgcti  may.  brother^s  fiiend,  lady 
Earlingbury.* 

•**  Tme<— Hold  up  your  hetd^  Gertrude, 
(and  iiettle  younsb^lf^  be&»re  the  .glas»— <Eli>- 
:p^s  and  pagoda$,  dbild^  ;a&^  a  liusband 
ithat  caniK)t  think  in  4^n9cii£nce>«f  plaguiz^ 
ybu  long," 

'^Mr.  fmdMu.  Ciatietwick,''  aonannced 
the  sen  ant. 

''  My  desT/lMbs.  Cladisrwid^  ;a  tfaoiisand 

times 
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ti^s  joy  !^ cried  the  countess  i'"^*  Mr.  Clat- 
terwick,  most  sincerely  do  I  congratulate 
you  and  your  charming  bride." 
,  The  irest  of  the  party  Were  equaUy  pro- 
fuse ih  compliments,  which  Mr.  Qatter- 
wick  returped  in  bows,  and  Mrs.  Clatter- 
wick  with — "  Thank  you,  thank  you  !— 
remember  we  are  old  married  foUcs  now.** 

«  But  where  is  lady  Thirfield  ?"  asked 
lady  Beauchamp ;  ''  I  fear  w^  shafi  upt  be 
able  to  muster  our  forces  before  thcdjuner 
is  spoiled.'' 

«  Dear  M^.  Clatterwiick  and  I,"  return- 
ed the  bride, ''  have  not  seen  them  sii^se 
^est^rday,  but  they  promised  to  be  pitnc- 
4u«d." 

Lord  and  lady  Tbirfield,  and  th^  Mii^sei^ 
Fitz-Eustace,  weK  next  afinfounoed;  an^ 
'in  a  few  seconds  afterwards  the  fauroiKt: 
inade  his  appearance,  aoeompamed  by  £& 
ward  Lawr^iCe  and  captain  Crofton.. 

"  Our  party  is  How  complete.'^ 

**  Not  iso,  Matilda — Where  i&  Edwarda 
^end  ?-^An  old  ajBCj^uainlaatite  of  yoursy 

lord 
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lord  Thirfield,  whom  you  have  hot  ^ai 
for  many  years/' 

Lord  Thirfield  bowed — There  were 
several  acquaintances  whom  he  had  not 
seen  for  many  years,  for  obvious  reasons. 

**  Milford  is  in  general  punctuality  it- 
self; but  rely  on  it  he  will  not  be  long.~ 
I  told  you  I  could  answer  for  him,"  said 
Mr.  Lawrence,  •*  for  here  he  is.'* 

Lord  Thirfield  looked  hard  to  discover 
an  old  acquaintance,  but  in  that  respect 
was  not  so  successful  as  Mr.  Clatterwick, 
whose  cough  obliged  him  to  apply  liis 
handkerchief  to.  his  face. 

The  stranger  paused  a  moment,  a^d  af- 
ter a  general  obeisance,  made  his  way 
across  the  room  to  Arthur  Manfred,  whom 
be  addressed  as  foUow^^ — **  Climate,  my 
lord  Thirfield,  makes  sad  ravages  on  some 
<if  us ;  but  you^  my  valued  friend,  have,  I 
am  happy  to  see,  preserved  all  the  fresh- 
ness and  vigour  of  youth.*' 

Arthur's  back  was  to  the  light,  and  the 
stranger  continuedrt-^*'  Her^  my  lord, '  is 

the 
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'tbe.  packet  with  whii^h  you  entrusted  me, 
.pluvious  to  our  parting  at  Leghorn." 

"  Pardon  me,  my  dear  sir,"  i^aid  the  ba- 
ronet, "  you  are  mistaken — this  is  my  k)rd 
Thirfidd.'* 

J^Ir.'Millbrd  looked  to  the  person  wfaoiti 
the  baronet  pointed  out,  and  again  cast 
his  eyes  upon  the  eoqntenanoe  of  Arthur, 
which  was  n^^/a  Bttle  inclined  towards  the 
light. 

,  The  baroftet  continued—"  That  noble^ 
man  is  the  brother  of  the  late  viscount, 
.who^  I  ai^fHrehend,  Mr.  Milford,  was  your 

iriend  " 

"  And  pray,  young  man,"  said  Hr.  Mil- 
M^,  **  wild  ate  you  ?" 

Arthur  held  down  his  head. 
.  '*  Lord  Thirfield  had  ah  infant  son— -he 
liad  a  acar  on  the  left  arm,  a  little  above 
the,  elbow." 

**  I/bave  a  scar  on  that  very  spot!"  ex- 
.  daimed  Arthur,  with  the  utmost  eagerness. 

"  Mr;  Clattefwick,"  cried  lady  Beau- 

diamp, 
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« champ,  '^  I  fear  lady  Hhirfield  is^uiimU.^ 
Mh  Clatterwiok  ditrpped  the  handker- 
-cbief  from  his  fbee,  to  assist  die  inscCfun* 
tB9B  from  falling; 

Mr.  Milford  eyed  him  attentively,  ani 
'having'  ifnuf  t^red  in  ^a  half  tone,  ad  voiced 
'to  the  pi*each^r^  and  disencjumbenng  hfe 
head  froiA  a  black  Wig,  apolbgiaed  tdr  bis, 
^fufdeneigs  by  spying— *^  IP^hj*  hair;  sir,  is. 
pot  red,  I  beg  your  pardon — if  it  is,  yon 
-are  >DaiiierwaUams,  foi^in^y  derVtm^  to 
my  fiieftd.'* . 

'\  Yon  Daniel  Wflfiamsr  tr^  the  vfe^ 
eouijtess,  every  line  in  her  visage  matrke4 

*^  Yes,  Mrs.  Fitz-JEuaiaoe^  I  <mce  etiB^ 
ed  myself  by  that  name  4  and  if  i  ami 
'dbiiged  to  be  known  by  it.'a^ih,.  ^thur 
Manfred  shall  hie  viscouni  .Tbirfield  !^ 

The  whole  assembly  were  paMli9ed,:tti* 
-satisfaction  onoftxe  jside,  anddssma^Eidhthe 
0tber.  Mr».  Fitz-Eustace^-  as.lslfe  nufat 
now  be  caUdd».and  her/sistter  &li/dn'the 

^      flow;; 


floor ;  Gertrude  contrived  to  tead'  the'  two 
girls  out  of  the  room^  ^hile  the  cudevant 
lord  Thirfidd  was  sunk  in  a  state  of  stu- 
vpefaction. 

"  Come,  Mr.  -  Fitz-Bufitace,**  cried  the 

husband  of  Olivia,  "  strip  yourself  of  yoilr 

' borrowed  featb^^s,  since  .you  dm  keep 

tbem  no  longer,  ^tnd  do  notsay  that  I  have 

betrayed  you.** 

*•  'My  brdi"  «aid  Mr.  MSlford,  ^dress- 
t  iiig  himself  to  Arthur,  •*  I  loved  your  flu 
-ther ;  for  some-years  we  were  companioEfs. 
I  knew  and  respefeted  your  mother,- and  ^  I 
am  truly  happy  that  I  have  be6n  led  to 
:you,  as  it  were  by  destiny.  The  packfet 
-which  Ii  have  deposited  with  you  ^(n!itaiils 
the  proofs  of  your  mother^s  -  marriage. 
There  are  duplicates  ;sOfliewhere*— pro- 
bably theyare  in  the*  bands  of  your  uncle. 
I  promised,  wten  your  respected  fkther 
was  on  tlie  point  of  embaf^ing  with  y<^ 
from  Leghorn  to  England,  thiit'I  WouM 
carefully  preserve  th^m,  and  re-deliver 
them  into  his  own  hands.   - 1  thought  ^I 

had 
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had  done.  80  when  I  placed  them  with  you. 
A  heavier  duty  now  remains  to  us." 

'*  Mrs.  Clatterwick,"  said  her  husband, 
"  there  is  no  occasion  for  our  staying  here.** 

••  I  am  not  the  wife  of  Daniel  Wfl- 
liamsr 

**  No— but  you  are  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Clatterwick,  and  that,  madam,  you  will 
find  to  be  your  husband's  name." 

"  Gpod  Heavens  !**  cried  Arthur,  closely 
examining  the  countenance  of  Olivia's 
husband,  **  one  of  the  men  who  dragged 
me  from  Mr.  Simpson !" 

**  We  laaust  send  for  a  constable,''  said 
the.  baronet ;  **  however  unpleasant  it  may 
be  to  us,  |U)  one  can  be  fi^  firom  this  in- 
vestigation.''  . 

•*  Spare  otur  public  shame,"  exclaimed 
Mrs.  Fitz-Eustace,  "and  every  proof  shall 
be  afforded !  Give  us.  time  to  hide  our- 
selves,  and  w^  yield  up  every  thing  with- 
out a  struggle." 

"  What  say  you,  Mr.  Fitz-Eustace?" 

said  the  baronet. 

•*Free 


**  Free  me  from  tlie  fiend  who  baft  for 
years  tormented  me,  and  I  care  not  what 
becomes  of  me !" 

The  passion  of  Mrs.  Fit2-Eiu(taod  got 
the  better  of  her  reason ;  she  flew  towards 
her  husband,  prepared  tp  attack  him  both 
with  teeth  and  nails.  Her  ftaxeer  was, 
however,  stopped  by  £dward  Lawrence, 
who  pinioned  the  virago  to  her  seat. 

I  .  **  Place  me  9ny  wb^re  that  will  give  me 
security  against  unfathomable  rage,"  .sail 
the  husband.  "  It  is  not.  my  fault,  Ar- 
thuTj^  that  you  have  not  be6n  viscount 
Thir^eld  long  ago,  or  th^t  you  were  ever 
otherwise:  you  were  e^dy  consigned  to 
my  ,prptec);iq|i,  and  I  abused  the  trust.  I 
now  throw  myself  upon  the  mercy  of  my 
nep^iew,  whom.  I  would  have  opwily  loved 

.  had  I  :{}arQ^.'' 

."  I  jam  too  happy,  uncle,"  replied  the 
nephew,  "  in  bidding  adieu  to  mystery,  to 
cherish  much  regret  or  anger  for  what  has 
ocqurr^d.«    I  wiU  forgive  what  has  passed, 

and 
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and  I  wiUefefdieAvdur  to  fo?g6t  It— Will 
:  you  tetire  with  me,  uncle  ?** 

"  In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Fitz-Eiistace," 
•  smd  Mr.  MM>rd,  *•- y6u  muist  do  my 
'  friend's  son  jiidtice— ^r  isee-his  generosity, 

•*  ^i--Y<5JU  *wi^  an^  open  acknowledgment 

of  him.  *It  shall  be  'den6: 1  declare  him  to 

be  the  sow  of  toy' late  brother,  arid  the  beir 

^  to  his  titte  «n^  estates,  •  both  of  which  I 

/  hffve  so  idiTg  usurped.** 

«  Your  pW)6fs,  Mr.  J^if z-Eustaee  ?" 
"  ^hey  are  hei^.    Aseitet  dtead  of  dis- 
i^overy,  'I  know  not  why,  induded  me  to 
torry  tb^to'  always  aboltt  me ;  they  arfe, 
- 1  doubt  liot,  the  duplicates  of  those  which 
you  have  deliverfed' to  my  riepheHir.     My 
life  has  long  been  a  burden  to  me — ^I  never 
saw  my  nephew,  but  his  countenance  re- 
proached me  with  'my  duplicity  towards 
his  father." 

Sir  Herbert  Beauchamp  and  captain 
Crofton  compared  the  documents  ;    they 

tallied 
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tallied  iuv  evse3cy  respect. — **  But  where  iar 
Mr.  Clatterwick  ?"  said  th&batonet 

.  Ml-  Qattfen^dkliad  for. tbe present  de- 
clined receiving  any  more  respect  from  thev 
c^nypa^ — *He  had  watched  his  pppcortu* 
n|1fyr  and  slipped  out  of  the  room. 

"  We  shall  wi^t  that  «eoundrel-^I  be^  p 
your  paFdon,  Mrs« .  Clattetwick^   for  the 
rudene$ii  of  my  .remark/'  said  Mr.  Mitfoud; 
"  but  yet  I  think  we  can  do  without  him  > 
— at  least  for  the  .present/' 

**  Pray,"  sf^id  Olivia,  ''make.no  apology 
tQ  me;  I.wiish  he  were  hangedr— a  vil- 
lainr 

"  If  that  is  the  case,  madam,  I  dare  :say 
you  may  be.  accommodated,"  said  Mr. 
Liawrenee ;  "  for  it  seems  that  it  is  to  Mr. 
Clatterwick  :that  I  am  indebted  for  my  in- : 
troduction  to  the  ne^  old  visooanL" 

"  At  all  events,  madam,"  added ^ir  Her- 
bert,; "  as  hft  ha$  apparently  deceived  you, ; 
you  have  only,  on  the  first  molestation^ 
you  reQeiye  from  him,,  to  ap^ly  to  us,  attd 

we 
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we  will  use  our  endeayours  that  you  do  not 
receive  a  seoond." 

^  Now  tben»  unde,"  said  Arthur,  ^  shall 
we  retire  ?" 

•  During  the  absence  of  Arthur  and  his 
uncle,  the  attention  of  the  remaining  part 
of  the  company  was  directed  to  Mrs,  Fitz- 
EuStaca  Contempt  had  almost  extin- 
guished pity  in  the  breasts  of  Arthur's 
fnends :  they  gave  credit  to  the  asser- 
tions of  Mr.  Fitz-Eustace,  that  it  was  his 
wife  alone  who  had  robbed  Arthur  of  his 
birthright,  and  had  tresMied  him  through 
his  in&ncy  and  childhood  with  studied 
inhumanity. 

.  The  notification  that  dinner  had  been 
served  was  a  relief  to  all.,  Mr.  Clatter- 
wick,  who  was  the  only  object  really  de- 
grading to  Uie  assemblage,  had  quietly  re- 
treated, lady  Beaucharnp  therefore  pro- 
posed that  they  should  adjourn  to  the  di- 
ning^room.* 

"  Nor  cried  Mrs.  Fitz-Eustace ;  "  let 

my 
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my  children  be  called ;  therer  is  no  occasion 
for  our  intrusion.  Mrs.  Clatterwick,  per- 
haps,  will  remain  to  be  the  sneer  of  eveiy 
one ;  but  for  me,  I  defy  you !  You  have 
stript  me  of  all  I  value— let  the  poor  tame 
wretch  who  has  yielded  up  his  honours  in 
so  dastardly  a  manner,  beware  of  my  ven- 
geance !  The  proofs  in  favour  of  Arthur 
would  not  have  been  easily  substantiated, 
and  possession  was  on  our  side :  as  it  is,  I 
acknowledge  his  right,  and  only  r^vct 
tliat  he  has  survived  to  claim  it — it  has 
not  been  my  fault  You,  sir  Herbert, 
saved  him  in  your  own  park  from  the 
hands  of  the  ruffian  Williams,  whom,  in 
his  disguise,  I  conld  not  recognize  in  the 
husband  of  my  sister;  you,  Mr.  Law- 
rence, saved  him  from  the  fangs  of  that 
same  villain  in  India.  /  glory  in  what  I 
have  done,  and  only  regret  that  I  did  not- 
do  more." 

Her  daughters  had  attended  the  sum- 
mons of  their  mother,  and  were  entering 
the  room. 

"  Stay 
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"  Stay  whCTe>i(rou  are !"  cried  the  mo- 
ther>  in  a  voioe  of  thunder,  and  then  low- 
ering it  to  a  sneer,  said,^  ^  lady  Beau- 
clmnp,  your  tnost  obedient— sir  Herbert, 
good  day-— lady .  Earlingbury,  your  slave 
— f  Mr.  Lawrence,  your  most  humble — Mr. 
Milford,  your  most  devoted  servant — cap* 
tain  Crofton,  I  take  my  leave." 

Mrs.  Fitz*Eustace  had  severally  address- 
ed the  Gomjiany  with  a  sardonic  giin. 
From  captain  Crofton  she  went  to  her  sis* 
ter,  whom  she  charged  to  stay  and  enjoy 
the  triumph ;  then,  as  she  approached,  she 
turned  round,  and  again  bending  herself, 
exclaimed,  in  a  transport  of  rage—"  May 
the  curse  of  hell  light  upon  you  allT' 

The  trembhng  Olivia, .  horror-struck  at 
her  own  situation^  for  a  while  ocmtinued 
silent  To  her  sister,  in  her  present  tem- 
per, she  dared  not  go;  to.  her  home  she 
could  not  go — the  servant  of  her .  sister's 
brother-in-law  was  too.  revolting  to  har 
ideas,  and  the  rascal  .Williams,  whom  she 
had  known  for  years  as  the  terror  of  her 

family, 
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family,  became  an  object  of  abhorrence. 
Without  a  place  to  which  she  could  bend 
her  steps,  she  appeared  to  merit  com- 
passion, particularly  with  persons  who 
always  spoke  and  acted  from  the  heart. 

The  shafts  of  lady  Earlingbury'^s  play- 
ful  humour  were  always  levelled  at  those 
whom  she  thought  deserved  a  diastise- 
ment,  and  could  bear  it ;  once  the  victor^ 
she  disdained  to  pursue  her  advantage, 
and  the  recumbent  foe  became  the  friend. 
The  countess  offfered  poor  Olivia  an  asy- 
lum for  jC  few  days,  until  she  could  de- 
cide  upon'  her 'future  ^bhs.  The  offer 
was  made  with  that  generous  warmth 
which  disanhs  prior  resentment,  and  by 
Oftivid  it  was  gratefully  accepted.  The 
countess  insisted  upon  accompanying  her 
new  guest  to  her  present  home,  presuming 
that  a  further  stay  would  be  unpleasatlt  qn 
idlsades,  ptomising,  however,  to  return  with 
all  possible  expeditiofn.  ^  ' 
•  The  departure  of  Olivia  Was  the  signal 
for  ^neral  joy'.  1  That  of  Gertrud^&.was 
VOL.  IV.  I  *     alloyed 
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alloyed  by  distrusbTr-"  Kvejy  obstade^*^ 
thought  sJie,  "  is  nojv:  removed,  but  wiU 
not  Arthur  fprgft  me  in  hi3  ej^vatiapi^ 
J  caxuu)t  heUpv^  it,,altlu>ugh^I  few- it;"* 

Arthur  entered  the  roqm  aloue^  aad  re-^ 
cdved  thev^niL  cqn^tui^tion^  of  all  [)ut 

ypjiif  ^bi^|only#e#  tongttf*,?."  ,  .  *  - 

dp  not  feel  l$$3  f^f^swe  in  thi^  istabl^lh 
raent  of  JocdrTh^^eld  in  hi^  weal^  and 

.  «  Whqt  have  you  dpi^f^x^th  yo^fn^ViH 
{iwnd  ivntQ^e,  Arthur?"  9s1^  the  bs^pq^t.;^ 
"  I  cfu^not  get  to  lording  you  just  yet," 

,  **  And  I  hqjjq,  my  dwr  sir,  ,you  ^vec 
will,  until  ypu  find  me  uji wirtby  of  your, 
esteem  a«d  regard."  .  -^ 

^  Oh,"  cried  lai^*  ]E|eau«hawyi,''  tljuA 
the  good  old  SiinpfKHi  wep?  now*  sdlTe  tOt 
witness  what  has  takeA  {dace  r     '  ; 

•*  Good ;  ipaw^r  s?i^,  the.  new  peer  $  ^  I 
hav^  ai>yriQ^s.ti^  tad;K>p  t^Jbii^ia^fmu^qr.^ 


But  my  unde,  sir  Herbert,  requests  me  to 
make  his  excuses — ^he  is  not  well,  and  I 
}»re  advised  him  to  i^tire;  I  shall  see 
him  in  the  moving. .  It  is  hard  to  be 
stripped  of  h<mours  which  a  person  haii 
worn  90  manj"  3'^ears.  I  could  almost  wish 
tlteit  he  retained  the  title  for  his  life :  he 
has  no  sons,  and  it  may  then  be  suppbsed» 
with  those  who  lure  in  the  habit  of  only 
skimming  the  surface  of  events,  that  every 
thing  has  devolved  upon  me  in  the  regular 
course,** 

-  «  The  son  of  my  friend,  while  I  live,'* 
s^d  Mr.  MiHbrd,  ^^  shall  never  sancti<m  so 
gross  an  imposition.  Be  just  before  you 
sets  genefous-^Consid^er  what  is  due  t& 
ywtr  father,  and  what  is  due  to  society : 
aflier  you  have  satisfied  those  daims,  you 
m^y  th^  shew  clemency  to  the  beii^  diat' 
has  wroi^ed  you," 

-  ^  Mr.  Milford  is  correct;  Arthur,*'  ob- 
served the  baronet ;  *'  your  right  must  be 
immediately  investigated,  and  placed  be- 
yond a  doubt.^ 

12    .  ''  But 

\ 
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.  "  But  where  is  my  guacdian  angel,  lady 
Earlingbury  ?" 

"  Your  guardian  angel,  Arthur!"  said 
lady  Beauchamp;  "  pray  what  has  entitled 
her  to  that  appellation  ?" 

Arthur  felt  that  he  had  gone  too  far: 
his  ostensible  intercourse  with  lady  Bar- 
lingbury  did  not  exactly  warrant  the  use 
of  such  a  term.  His  eyes  glanced  upon 
Gertrude,  who  was  biting  her  lips,  partly 
to  conceal  her  pleasure,  and  partly  to  dis- 
guise her  pain. 

•  "  And  now,**  cried  the  baronet,  **  to  din- 
ner, with  what  appetite  we  may;  appe- 
tite .  with  us  will  be  an  indispensable  re- 
quisite to  eating,  for  I  think  tliere  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  dinner  is  e£fectually 
spoiled.  Come,  my  lord  viscount,  you  are . 
now  the  greatest  man  amongst  us,  lead 
the  way  with  Matilda.  This  is  a  bridal- 
dinner^  not  every  day  to  be  met  with— 
PoOT  Mrs,  Clatterwick!  I  wonder  if  her 
loving  spouse  will  be  again  visible.** 

**  I  will  answer  for  him,"  said  Mir.  Mil- 

•      •  • 

ford;* 


^ 
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ford ;  "  his  invincible  impudence  will  lead 
him  to  anything,  and  he  will  soon  dis- 
cover ]otd  Thirfield's  pacific  intentions. 
I  know  him  well,  and  poor  Mrs.  Clatter- 
wiek  will  likewise  know  him,  to  Tier  cost,'* 

**  But  her  fortune,"  observed  the  baro- 
net, "  isi  I  understand,  firmly  settled  to 
her  own  exclusive  use." 

**  No  matter — ^^Villiams,  alias  Clatter- 
wick,  is  entitled  to  her  person,  and  I  am 
deceived  in  my  man  if  he  does  not  make 
the  fortune  follow.** 

The  bridal  dinner,  in  the  state  in  which 
the  guests  attacked  it,  had  nothing  about 
it  particularly  tempting  to  the  gourmand; 
it  was  soon  digpatched.  There  was  but 
one  topic  of  conversation,  and  that  was 
almost  exhausted.  Arthur  bore  his  new 
incumbrances  as  well  as  could  be  expected, 
but  they  did  not  sit  easy  upon  him.  He 
was  anxious  upon  many  points,  but  his  soul 
was  devoted  to  one. 

Early  in  the  evening  the  countess  re- 
turned, having,  as  she  stated,  prepared  tlie 

I  3  bride 


bride  for  eebxl  resignation-*^^  I  left,  her^** 
added  lady  Earlii^buiy,  *^  |Mrepared  to 
make  the  best  of  a  bad  b^fj^du;  ftn4  tfciw 
J  am  come  to  set  my  tongue  at  Ubertyr 
£[)r,  between  oujrselvesy  I  could  hardly 
jmake  head  or  tail  of  what  was  pasring. 
Manfred— Icord  Thir£lel4  I  mean,  I  lat^ 
exacted  from  you  the  duty  of  a  aoii-*— bt* 
lieye  me^  on  your  good  iwtum^  I  ha>ve  a 
lapther's  feelings;  were  it  ten  times  as 
jOQUchf  you  deserve  it»  end  happy  wene 
the  mother  who  oould  adduce  a  par^)t^« 
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In  which  there  it  a  greater  Consumption  of  Time 
and  Space  than  in  all  the  rest  of  the  Book  put 
together. 

• 

In  one  point  of  view,  curiosity  may  b* 
tAA  to  be  the  greatest  benefactor  to  ike 
human  race,  for  she  is  tmquestionably  the 
parent  of  science.  The  discovery  6f  "wMt 
is  rwt^  leads  the  mind,  by  an  irresistible 
impulse,  to  the  correct  ascertainment  of 
what  is:  Arthur  was  no  sooner  satisfied 
that  he  had  ceased  to  be  the  child  of 
chance,  than  he  became  anxious  to  get  at 
the  knowledge  of  the  ways  and  means  by 
tdiich  he  became  lord  viscount  Thirfield; 
the  representative  of  an  ancient  and  hoi 
nouraUe  &mily«  and  of  the  causes  whidi 

1 4  led 
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led  to  his  having  been  so  long  deprived  of 
the  rights ,  and  privileges  •  which  he  inhe- 
rited. The  only  ostensible  channel  through 
which  he  could  jreajsonahly  expect  to  obtain 
the  desired  information  was  "Mr.  Milford, 

»  •       •  • 

to  whose  hotel  the  viscount  proceeded  as 
early  on  the  moniing  which  succeeded  the 
discovery  as  decency  woiud  penpit.  The 
friend  of  his  father  expressed  Lis  jeadiness 
to  make  Arthur  as  much  acquainted  as 
possible  with  the  authors  of  his  being,  a?^4 
for  that  purpose  engaged  to  sei>d  him  a 
narrative  of  the  event?  to  which  he  was 
an  eye-witness,  accompanied  by%such  dor 
cuments,  under  the  hand  of  the  date  vis^ 
count,  as  he  had  received. in  the  cotrrse  of 
a  limited  correspondence.  .  But  as^  every 
one  will  readily  allow  that  a  story  told  in 
piecemeal,  or  rather  in  parf  byrtext,  and 
in  part  by  appendix,,  is  not  likely  to  be  so 
comprehensive  as  ^  continued  and  digested 
detail  of  events — at  all  events,  as  such 
happens  to  be  decidedly  our  opinion  of 

the 
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Ifte  matter,  there  will  require  no  other 
reason  for  its  being  presented  in  that  form 
tothe  reader, 

William  lord  tiscotint  ThirfieH,  the 
elder  WotKer  of  the  late  iisurper  of  hii? 
honours^  was  the  second  son  of  the  pre- 
ceding* bearer  of  the  title  r  as-*  a  younger 
brother,  he  was  destined  for  one  of  the 
two  learned  professiofisv;  wkicft  are  eonsi^ 
dered  ape»  te  the  junior  branches  of  Mobi- 
lity ;  the  choice  of  church  or  law  was  t^ 
fee  left  to  himself,  when  it  became  neces- 
sary to  decide  upon  his  future  pursaitSy 
ieaving  faim  no  other  alternative  than  the- 
adoption  cf  a  cropped  head  or  a  threa- 
tailed  wig*. 

The  grandfather  of  Arthur  had  mr- 
bibed  an  early  dislike  to  the  public  schools;,, 
and  had  tiiought  proper  to  educate  hi&  se-> 
eond  son,  who  wag  otv  the  whole  his  &^ 
Toarite,  in  a  manner  ransonanttahKK  ideas^ 
of  propriety  m  the  formation  of  a  youths- 
fol  and  ardent  mind:  For  thtsr  purpose;^ 
WiBiam  was  consigned  to*  the  pmyate  €tir- 

1*  5  tiott 
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tion,  of  a  clergyman  whcmi  the  viscount 
j^  kaaown  ajb  cpUege,  and  whose  di^Ki^ 
sition^  as  &r  as  he  could  recol)^t».  accorded 
^ith  h}$  owp.  The  fe\!eiOTd  Mr;  Wil- 
:bmhaiDi«  was  the  incumbent  of  a  brge  p^ 
wlh  in  onei  of  the  mod;  irom^tic  wd  wiU 
parts  of  Cumberland;  in  every  thkig  he 
was  an  enthusiast,  and  tti^  ^^t  of  his 
example,  aided  by  ihe  awfully  grand  sco- 
iie^  which  surrounded  him,  infused  a  sb- 
mUar  d^ee  of  enthusiasm  in  the  breast 
jof  the  viscount's  son. 

The  distance  from  bis  &ther'$  residence 
:W96  a  bar  to  much  interruption  in  Ihe 
uonx^  .pf  his  studies;,  but.  when,  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  seventeeoy.  he  was 
aummcmedfrom  his  retreat  to  fill  up  the 
ymsmGy  in  the  &mily  oooasioned.  by  the 
d^h  oC  his:  eldest  bratha*;.  Hje  hsudbei* 
4eome;  itts€!n^1ily  attached  tcr  the  place 
;wl]|et9'  ha  had  spent  rmo^  bappy  bourse 
^Mji  reliictantly  wi^drew  firom  bis  loved 
]p(civacy«,to  exchange  the  blue  miats.of 
€uiia9^irhmd»  foe  tbet  fogs  of  hondim^  its 
i  .  ,  pellucid 
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peflocid  lakes  for  a  muddy  river,  and  itsF 
iylvan  shades  fyt  nme  miA  dust. 

WUliam  amved  at  tite  house  of  mourh^ 
ing,  and  ^as  toon  initiated  into  Ms  post 
of  heir  to  the  ia»iSy;  hut  happiness  atid 
igffiietnes^,  miserf  and  tj^Mtte,  were  ideai^ 
1M)  cOta^et^ty  intef  wove»  with  eaeh  other 
in  his  mind,  that  he  fAt  itlcapaBIe  of  ^ 
fiarating  them.  Far  from  iotigratiilafting;- 
faiitosd^f  iTpon  his  eleratiot);,  he  sincerel;f 
tegKtted  it ;  hi^  melatiehoty  was  attfibuted 
to  fraternal  afl^tton  j  but  When  the  period? 
^f  mooming  expired,  al^  his  bipow  stiB 
continued  ck>uded,  the  viscount  began  to» 
suspeet  some  latent  eause*  With  a  view 
to  cSscoVer  the  siource  of  secret  unea^nes^,. 
the  fathet  appheli  to  MfJ  Wfl&raham^ 
whole  answer  assiu^  him  that  the  animal 
spirits  of  Mr.  Fiiz-£»staee,  when  in  Cum^ 
faerknd,  were  of  ai^  unfunded  dastidty^ 
and  that  he  Oould  wktb  «^ty  aver  iha^. 
nothing  ^whiek  he  llad  left  behind  hii» 
eoold  iiv  an^  wa^r  hjfrre  0@easi0ii6d  ^isq^ui^^ 
tude»  ^  > ,  ^ ...     ,  - 

;.  :  le  Thus 
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Thus  at  a  loss,  the  vijscount  drew  his  son 
into  company,  and  led  him  to  p^utake  of 
scenes  which  usually  afford  delight  to 
such  as  are- entering  life.  StilHt  was  the 
same — the  noise  distracted  him^.ahd  the 
pleasures  were  insipid,  To  have  sept  him 
to  college  would,  perhaps,  have  bjeen  the 
means  of  fixing  the  melancholy,  Nothing 
seemed  to  be  l^it  to  rouse  him  from  a 
state  almost  amountitig  tp  torpidity,  but 
an  excursion  .  abro^^  and  a  constant 
change  of  sceh^.  ;  This  was  resolved  upon : 
a  tutor,  or  more  properly  a  companion, 
was  engaged ;  and  William  Fitz-Eustaoe 
embarked,  indifferent  as  to  where  bis 
Mentor  thqught  pix>peii  that  he  should  be 

^  conduct^.  The  public  buildings  at  Paris, 
and  the  nugget  remarkable  objects  on  the 
road  :b?tween  Calais  and  the  foot  of  the 
Alps;  were  viewed  with  the  utmost  sang 

froid.  The  rich  plains  of  Fmnce  excited 
BO  interest — its  vineyaH&were  disregarded, 
and  the  grovellmg  dis^sition  of  the  in- 
habitants despised. 

But 
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TBut  at  the  first  Tiew  of  the  lofty  range 
of  mountains  Which  stretch  from  Germany 
to  the  Mediterranean,  his  countenance 
brightened,  his  heart  bounded  with  joy; 
and  for  the  first  time  since  his  quitting 
Ertglkndjhe  complained  of  the  sluggisH 
travelling.  To  -Geneva  the  travellers  has4 
tened,  and  here  the  tutor  lost  all  control 
over  the  mind  of  his  ■  pupil ;  lakes  and 
mountains  were  again  Ms  own^  and  in  'dei 
fianee  of  his  tutor;  he  chose  to  consider 
them  so.  The  ttitor,  Who  had  no  ide^ 
beyond  what  he  b^ld  imbibed  within  the 
verge  of  his  university,  was  by  no  jnean^ 
adapted  ta  follow  his  pupil  to  places  whebe 
*onewould^  venture  but  the  goats,  the 
hardy  .mountaineer;  and*  Fitz-Eustace: 
The  snow-dad  hills,'  whi(ih  warmed  the 
blood  of  the  pupil,  froze  that  of  the  tutor; 
and  at  last,  by  a  sort  of  tacit  consent,  it 
was  agi^ed,  thart  the  ktter  should  rest  hinn 
self  quietly  at  Geneva,  while  the  foi-me^ 
should  be  suffered  to  pursuie  his  rambles 
unmolested.    The  tutor  ctmsidei^d  that 

•' ■   '  one 
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one  good,  at  aU  events^  would  be  derivl^, 
for  the  moraLi  of  his  pupU  were  Bot  Ukdy 
to  be  corrupted  by  the  course  he  was  sa 
ardently  pursuii^. 

At  Berne,  Fitz-Eustace^  in  the  person 
of  Mr.  Milfoid»  found  one  who  viewed  the 
grander  works  c^:  Nature  with  ibe  same 
ardour  of  imaginatioa.  Aimpst^  if  not 
quite  as  romantic  as  Fitf^£}ii^taeey  MSIbrd 
had  left  Eng^d  wilff^  sl^i^^r  finax^cesi  to» 
gratify  an  insatu^k  thirst  fca:  knowledge 
by  a  pedestrian  t^ur..  like  Fitz-Kustacei, 
he  had  been  k>iig  wapdsrkig  in  the  midst 
of  Ajipine  graodf^mv  and  Uke  him  he  felt 
gnitified.  ^t .  meeting  with  a  kpjtdred  sou^ 
In.  Gompany^r  they  again  dhnbed  the 
mountuns^  and  ^descended  the  valleys, '  the 
world  fofgetting^;  although  not  exactly 
'  by  the  world  fi>rg^' 

Fitz^Eustaoe  had  not  been  absent  .ffow 
Geaieya  many  weeks,  whenr  ft  courier,  wB^ 
hpil  traeed  bis  step»  ta  that  place^  anivect 
w^  a  letter  eontaining  an  nnmediate  i^ 
i»9i  the  viseofini  being  .€onsM€teed..past 
o  ^  recovery. 


j^oovery.'  The  tutor  waa  in  no  small  oooh 
^tem^tiim  nt  the  Uitell^nce ;  he  had  pei^ 
Butled  hk  ehtrge  to  esmpe  him^  and  ta 
jBivl  him  a]^)eared  next  toi  hnpossible. 
•Meaaengers^  were  sent  m  aU  dkectians,  hot 
m  the  garl>  of  the  ooimtay^  which  Milford 
and  Fita-Eustaee  had  aasumed^  it  waa  no 
natter  o£  wonder  that  the  latter  remained 
whoUy^  ignorant  of  what  was  passings  imkil 
ehance  faioiight  them  agaih  tbi  the  edgc^  df 
the  lake»  on  the  borders  cf  which  liie  poor 
tutor  had  passed  through  erery^  gradation: 
of  passion  from  uneaobiess  to  despair;  'the 
last:  had  begnn  to  tdke  firm  root,  whefer 
Fitz^Eustace,  in  his  mountain^dress^  made 
his  unexpected'  appearance'  before^  the  asto^ 
oished  son.  of  o/t/ia  J0ia^.  In  his-ecstaq^, 
he  threw  his  amis  imind  his  popiI»  and 
after  half-suflfocating  him  with  his  ent- 
hnees;  he  did  the  ssane  to  Mil^ird,  wheni 
Jie  mistook  fer^  the  icMrtunate  messenger 
that  hiad  recovered  the  stray-sheep.  ^ 
.  J^iia^Eostace  was  shocked  at  die  intel- 
.     J  ligence^ 
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iigence,  and  blamed  himself  for  bis  coiv^ 
duct  With  all  the  rapidity  of  which 
pofct-horses  are  oapabl^,  and  in  the  soeietf 
of  MiUbrd,  whom  Fiti-Eust^ace  would  not 
leave  behind,  they;  passed  the  eountry  to 
Calais^ .  and  thenoe^  first  tossing  the  chaa»- 
nel)  made  dieir  way  to  London—^But  it 
was  too  htte;  the  viscount  had  been  dead 
upwards  of  a  months'  legtetting  wi4^  his 
latest  ;lnidatli  the  unkind  absence  c£  hia 
'darling- son*  but  stocontpanjii^hia  regrd; 
with  his^  warmest  biasing.  '    '  - 

•^  <The  new  viscount  was  for  a  thrie  cured 
^  his  ronmntic  pursuits;  the  oohseqtiekice 
of  his  indulging  ia  them  had  preyed  hea. 
vfljr  upon  his  Bsindr  and  his  ^agnir  was 
considerably  heightened  by  the  way  im 
"which  his  brother  conveyed  to  him  his  fah 
ther's  expressions '  of  displeasure.  A  ccoitii- 
nued  reminding  on  the- part  of  tl^  younger 
Fitz-£ustaee  caused  an  open  rupture  b& 
tween  the  two  brothers  .v  the  viaeouht, 
however,  placed  CharJ^s^  in  the  arm^r*.  with 

every 
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et^ry  f^rospeisl:  of  liiivahdementy  and  the 
propiilse  of  ebaUlnghiiti totake'ad\s.ntago 
of  ei]«i;iimtaiicfi9  at  they  a!^^        -^   J  "^^ 

thnsiQatie  j»r«U>tir  of  the  viscouait  returned 
U{Lon  him'  with  redoqbled  force,  and  teem* 
ed  to  have  gaifteldi  stjiiength  by  rrelaxatioRi 
Milferd^  who  had*  oontinuod  to  reside  wi^ 
hun,  eagctly  c|b|ight  atrflie  idea  of  a^ia 
ei>terii?g  there^iiis  of  sublimity/  The 
pr^pairationS'  fori  the  journey-  were  sooil 
coiinpl^tQ ;  and  &fter  seeking  a/reebi^^* 
tion  with/ his,. brother^  anjl  leaving  irirthe 
haad$  of  an  >agent  the  means  of  jpurchas^ 
ing  for  Wra  an^bdvancement  in  the  arnr., 
whenever  an  Opportunity  bf&red^)  tlitsr" 
&ietids '  departed ;  the  IvBcoimt  resolving 
to  drop  bis  dignity,  and  disgiiise:his  for- 
tiitie,  that  if  he  were  happy  enough,  to  be 
Idyed  or  esteemed^,  it  knight  be  for  hinL- 
self  alone. 

Under  the$e  impressions,^ ,  he  thought 
propeir  to  consider  the,  Fitk  as  an  agnomen^ 
aq4>^^^(^^  ^  his  sojle  cc^nomm-  Messrs. 

Eustace 


Arew  tfaems^Tes  from  Sbglan4's  happ^ 
soil^  and  prooeeifed  ki  t)ie  Aottci^^reetion 
to  thode  l^^ofis  nirfaioh  hlid  Kflfbrded  tbem 
flelight»  and  from  wl^ich  tliey  totidpated 
new  pleasures.  They  6nibai:ked  for  Hd« 
land,  and  pursued  tiie  Rhine  to  ite  source 
in  tlie  lake  of  Constanee,'  a  part  of  Swit- 
eeriand  they  had  not  yet  visited. 

Chivalrous  attachment  has  derived  its 
birth  from  places  wjhei^  Natuire  has  wan« 
toned  in  wildness  and  sublimity :  the  di& 
fieuhies  which  there  arise  in  the  commoi^ 
oocupations  of  life  we  frequently  insure 
d^untable,  unless  it  be  when  the  passions 
are  caUed  forth  ;  the  odv^aturpus  lovef 
9eeks  the  desired  interview  at  the  risk  of 
deaths  and  in  his  mind  comlmies  the  ideaft 
of  love  and  danger ;  the  youthful  wha^ 
bitant  of  rdcks  and  snows,  always  on  the 
alert,  despises  peril,  and  is  amply  recom- 
pensed by  woman's  smiles.  The  degenerate 
sons  of  fertile  ]^ains,  copy,  indeed,  the  rof- 
juaniie  oiiginaIjJbiit>pasdion  therekJbereft 
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^f  bait  iU>  sweets,  fwit.  is  bereft  of  aU  its 
4anger&    '  ^ 

£ii«tace  ai^d  his  fiiend  Iwd.  wandered 

.  widi  pkfUfure,  tall  pleasure  had  ceased  to 

please ;  the  most  magn^cent  objects  had 

been  visited  again  and  ag^»  and  the  mi* 

nor  ones  lost  their  mtere$t  on  Gomparisoi|« 

"  Beauty,**  said  Eustace,  •*  is  ideal<«»- 

,  enjoyment  «oon  palls  the  a^^tite ;  in  stiU- 
life  there  can  be  no  interest  beyond  a  m0* 

^xaenlary  one."  . 

Milford  was.  diependent-*-£ustace  was 
affluent ;  Milford's  communion  with  him* 
self  was  only  on  futurity-^the  oaind  of 
Eustace  was  alone*  burthened  with  the  pre- 
aent,  and  in  every  gratification  he,  could 
indulge  to  satiety^  for  his  means  allowed 
him  the  power  of  ehdnge,  when  indication 
hinted  to  him  that  she  was  weary  of  the 
scene  b6fi>re  her. 

In  an  obscure  comer  of  the  Yalteline,  the 
£riends  were  induced  to  make  a  pause,  to  be 
the  witnesses  of  the  marriage*ceremcmy  b^-^ 
tween  twahumbievillagersi.but  which  w|s 

intended 
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,  ft  •  *K 

Intended  to  be  celebrated  with  marks  of 
extraordinary  festivity,  the  bride  being  the 
prottg^e  of  a  mademoiselle  St.  Evremond, 
who,  for  some  months  only,  had  been  a  re- 

*  n'dent  in  tlie  village. 

To  the  questioli  of—**  Who  is  Miss  St. 
Evremond?**  which  Eustace  addressed  to 
.  a  peasant,  he  was  informed  that  she  was  a 
native  of  France — that  she  was  supposed  to 
have  fled  from  some  persecution  or  other^ 
and  that  she  possessed  the  regardjs  and« 

•  good  wishes  of  every  cme. 

^*  Is  she  ybting  P*^ 

'^  N<St  twenty.'* 

'•^Is  dhe  handsome  ?*' 

**  You  had  better  see  her,**  was  the  re- 

:ply: 

*  Eustace  did  see  her :  she  was  the  pre- 
siding goddess  of  the  festival,  and  appeared 
to  diffuse  happiness  and  pleasure  around 
her.     She  had  boarded  since  her  arrival 

'with  the  village  pastor — an  introduction 
therefore  was  not  an  affair  of  diffieutty-^ 
the  stranger  and  the  trav^eller  were  always 

•  welcome 


BiBAUCHAMP. :  109  * 

nirelcome  to  the  humble  board  of  the  umu . 
able  priest. 

**  Now,",  said  Eustace,  "  I  can  put  my 
principles  to  the  t^t    Look  at  Miss  St* . 
Evremond — ^is  she  not  every  thing  that 
is  lovely  in  woman  ?    To  gain  ^^r.  heart 
would  be ^' 

"  — Something,  doubtless,**  cried  Mil- 
ford  ;  "  particularly  as  it  very  plainly  ap- 
pears that  she  has  got  possession  of  yours^*' 

"  No,  no,  Milford !"  returned .  the  vis- 
count, "  before  /  surrender  up  my  liberty, , 
I  must  feel  assured  of  an  unbounded  at-  ^ 
tachment  to  myself  alone.    .  If  I  find  Miss 
St.  Evremond  in  every  way  worthy  of  my . 
love,  with  pride  I  shall  n^ake  her  my  wife; 
but  if,  on  dose  inquiry,  I  find  her  no  bet- 
ter ihap  the  m^ority  of  her  s^x,  I  shall, 
take  my  leave  without  a  pang.**       . 

Whether  Eust^use  would  have  been  able^ 
to  have  adhered  tol;tia  courageous  declara7 
tion  cannot  be  knowUt  for  in  his  choice  he. 
lyas  fortunate;  Miss  St.  Evrendond  was 
every  way  deserving  of  a  better  fiite  than. 

she 


" '  • » 
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kaid  as  je^  experienced  at  tile  hands  of 
fortune.     The  persevering  attentions  of  ^ 
]^staee^  calculated  as  he  was  to  please^ 
to  a  person  whose  mind  and  thotight&  were 
previoudj  disen^^ef,  could  not  fail  in 
ekating  regard ;   he  soon  succeeded  in- 
making  a  favourable  impression,  and  Clara* 
St.  Evremonii  loved  him  for  his  own  sake 
alone.     Yielding  to  the  intoxication  of 
love,  Eustace,  in  liie  midst  of  his  assumed . 
poverty,  occasionally  forgot  MniseU;  and 
betmyed  *  the  man  of  wealth.     Milfhid^ 
used  his  endeavours  tb  prevent  his  firiiand 
ffom  rusfaii^  heaeBong  he  knew  not  where 
-^his  effbrts  weire  unsuccessful    The  im- 
patience with  which  Eustace  hote  the  re- 
monstlrances  of  his  Aiend  soon  declared* 
the  loverto  be  superior  to  the  companion; 
Clara  had  lost  her  parents;  and  her  pm- 
spects  were  dreaiy ;  she  loved  Eustace  for 
himself;  but  she  also  looked  up  to  him  as^' 
ar  protector.    Etstace  pressed  for  an  im- 
itrediate  anion — ^the  pastor  mterfb^  oit 
the  partof  Clartt;    £i»stace  was  ftee  fitmr 
^"  "•  control 


of  ther  pustx^r  was  i^t  ba^.  fla^'^to  bede^ 
pdirdenjt  op  tbe  pitiof  .t¥)^d)  £}t^BilfiieQ  ctfi^ld 
ffp^wse  of  )[Bih  pOT^^  of  i|#:iNbQitig  9 
wifa  T  Wa  was^  sppn  ^i^e^JU  by  the  de? 
pci$iti€(n  of  II  stipolaitied;  s»m»  to  be  sedilied 
fer  ClEHfa^  use,  in  tbe  eifent  of  her  sum 
Tiding  ker  husAwnd.  .• 

.  The  marriageHcaDemony  oomiileted  thbt 
vnion.of  twoi  htaXU  equally  ami#b)e  w4l 
equallyatto^ied.  M<mth  suooe^ed  mftttb^ 
and :  Sii$(sMa  owtinaatty  fmmd  fioesh  xei^ 
limto  bites  hiddself  foD  the  choice:  be  haol 
fiidi.  happily  made*:  Hi$  admiration  o£ 
mountain  scenery  retnroed  with  unafaHted 
freee,  but  hetccmod  to  daiiihsr  the.  rocks, 
and  hididged  himself  only  in  follerivlngf 
HhoBe.tracks  wliererihis  .wife  (Oonld  be  fait 
QQDapaqktt4  ^b«  tiibeihung  heavily  upon: 
Milfeidi's  haaidat  be  bad  lost  his  Mat  £31^ 
enapkefanierit  abined^  •  an  bald  nothing 
wheoswith  <tai  ^vett  his^attention  all  home/ 
SostoK^  w«s^M»  ^0liy^4^^^^  to-bis^  yri£e^ 
^  that 


t  - 


that  he  almodt  forgot  hi«  friend ;  indif- 
ierence  ensued;  and  they -agreed  to  part. 

Previous  to  their  leaving  Londcm^  Eus- 
tace had  rendered  his  friend  independent 
of  himself  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
and  he  now  relieved  him  from  a  fiirther  at- 
tendance. Eustace  thought  the  world  was 
before  him,  but  he  resolved  that  his  wife 
should  undergo  many  trials  before  she 
became  acquainted  with  her  real  rank  in 
sodiety/  Was  she  proof- against  allure- 
ments, vdth  what  pride  would  he  produce 
her  in  his  native  country !  If  she  fidled 
in  fortitude  or  affection,  their  ximaoi  wduki 
le  concealed  for  ever. 
.  MUford^s  departure  from  the  Valteline 
]^d  been  deferred  day  after  dby»  till,  about 
seven  months  4ifWr  the  unicm  oi  Edstooe. 
and  his- wife,  wheii-  tihe  near  pcospeet'of 
the  latter  becoming  a'  modier  iifiduced 
tbem  to  !wish  their;friend  still  ta  remain 
with  theip,  and  to  acoompany :  them  m 
th^ir  remov4l;4;Q  »  ^tece  wh^x^e  they  could 

enjoy 
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lenjoy  the  advantage  of  superior  medical 
attendance.  The  troubles  m  France  had 
increased  ta  such  a  pitch  as  to  render  a  re- 
sidence ih  that  country  far  from  desinibla 
To  Italy  they  agreed  to  bend  their  steps; 
and  passing  $ome  time  in  a  state  of  inde* 
cision,  at  last  fixed  upon  Florence  as  the 
future  place  of  their  abode.  Beautiful  as 
were  the  banks  of  the  Amo,  they  had 
little  effect  in  quieting  the  restless  disp<>- 
sition  of  JVIilford;  he  deferred  his  depar*- 
ture,  however,  till  he  saw  his  friend  the 
father  of  a  lovely  boy,  and  till  he  felt  con-* 
vinced  that  all  dang^  was  past  on  the  part 
of  the  mother.  He  theki  took  hia  leave, 
giving  and  4receiving  a  solemn  pledge  to 
their  meeting  at  Fl(vence  on  that  ^ajr 
-twelvemonth. 

The  person  of  Eustaoe  was  little  kaowa 
in  England ;  he  imagined,  therefore,  that 
he  could  mingle  with  society  without 
a,ny  fear  of  discovery.  The  pensiveness 
which  had  first  won  his  heart  disapu 
peared  on  the  removal  of  Clara  to  a  more 

VOL.  IV.  K  genifd 
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genial  dhnate.  At  Florenoe  she  soon 
t)ecbvered  her  native  gaiety  of  heart,  and 
•to  the  more  temperate  kieas  of  Eustace,  a 
levity  of  carriage.  Eustace  had  imbibed 
hot  little  refiish  fbr  Gallic  manners;  he  was 
Br  man  of  feehng/  and  not  a  man  of  aHfeo- 
tatio^ :  .  ••  talking  of  love,"  bad  to  him 
ttll  the  appearsmoe  of  *'  making  it"  But 
hithough  Eustace  and  the  9uury  Frenchman 
iflaight  agree  as  to  the  exact  words,  they^ 
•entertained  a  very  different  opinion  as  to 
the  construction  they  severally  placed 
-upon  them :  the  Frenchman  considers  that 
he  is  only  paying  that  compliment  to  a 
woman  which  she  naturally  expects;,  and 
<the  omission  of  which  she  would  resent; 
Eustace,  with  true  old  EngH^  feeling, 
conceived  that  no  man  had  a  rigiit  to  ad- 
dress a  female  whose  vows  were  passed  to 
tobtber^  except  in  terms  of  common  civility, 
w^d  that  no  woman  ought  for  an  mstant 
<to  listen  to  the  language  of  adulation,  un*- 
•li^ss^she  waK  seeking  to  break  tiie  nuptial 
-txe^  : 
1:  The 


The  wife  oi  Euslace  WM  ar  SVenchwo- 
man  m  eonduct,  but  \^  faedrt  would  liare 
done  honour  to  any  (HMntty-^-^bie  loircd 
her  husband  even  toMokl^y ;  her  ftfikrtion 
was  ret&med  wkh  equal  4miour^  0tid  Eus- 
tace wag  ddigfated  witl»  hier  plstythltieas,  $0 
long  as  it  was  confkied  to  liainsd^  Oora^ 
however,  eonscious  of  her  innoomoe  iemL 
c(f  the  ptifiity  of  her  int^tiotis,  kughed 
crt  wbdt  ^he  termed  hfer  husbands  p^t^ 
dleciSf  md  pursued  her  carreer  of  Bvelineis^ 
recdving  her  acdustoined  poitJkm  of  ad^ 
miration,  conveyed  in  wordl^  without 
meaning,  and  m  the  next  tmw»ent  fi!»-got- 
ten.  Eustace  was  stiti  the  lover,  mA 
viewed  every  thing  around  him  with  a 
lover^s  eye — ^remonstirance  ww  answa^ed 
^ith  a  smile,  :a»d  a  ^sommisknd  I39et  with  uni 
better  fete. 

**  Beware,  Eustace,  of  jealdui»y— Be  as^ 
sured  that  no  power  on  earth  can  wrest  me 
from  you.  I  am  read^  to  l^Cite-with  yon 
to  a  cottage^^a  follow  you  to^  the  ferthest 
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part  <^  the  earth;  hat  wbSe  we  mingle 
witb  society,  I  cannot  affect  mannex^  that 
are  i^range  to  me-" 

Eustace  wa;5  silent^  but  was  neither 
convinced  nor  satiisfied^  He  endeavoured, 
indeed;  to  throw  off  his  gloom,  and  to  ac- 
eommodate  himself  to  customs  which  he 
saw  everywhere  prevalent  around  him ; 
but  it  WQs  not  in  bis  power  to  discard  his 
constitutional  habits.  He  again  remon- 
strated, and  received  the  same  answer,  qua- 
lified, however,  with — "  Let  us  stay  at 
home  then." 

Fot  a  few  days,  home  was  a  novelty ^  and 
the  father  and  mother  hung  with  rapture 
pvjer  the  pledge  of  mutu4  love~-but  con- 
finement soon  became  irksome  to  both :  of 
domestic  comfort,  like  the  other  natives 
of  France,  Clara  had  not  the  most  dis- 
tant idea,  and  air  was  the  element  in 
which  Eustace  had  hitherto  existed.  ^  Com- 
pany Wks  again  resorted  to;  Clara  pursued 
her  former  path;  and  Eustaqe,  deeming  her 

to 
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to  be  incorrigible,  and  that  her  affection 
for  him  was  in  words  only,  gave  way  to 
all  the  pangs  of  suspicion  and  jealousy. 

So  long  as  the  apparent  levity  of  Clara 
was  confined  to  her  intercourse  with  the 
natives  of  France  or  Italy,  he'  contrived  to 
keep  himself  within  the  bounds  of  tnode- 
ration.  He  tried  to  fancy  that  the  French^ 
man  everywhere  assumied  the  privilege  of 
^lailtry,  and  that  the  Italian,  partaking 
the  influence  c^  the  same  sun,  might  be 
also  allowed  to  follow  the  same  example; 
but  madness  ensued  on  seeing  a  coun* 
laryman^  bom  in  the  midst  of  fogs  and  va* 
pours,  where  propriety  of  conduct  was  still 
a  virtue,  acting  in  a  way  that  he  could 
barely  tcderate  in  the  natives  of  a  more 
genial  sky, 

The  honourable  Robert  Stanmer  had  re* 
aided  some  years  at  Paris,  and,  sqmewhat  t^ 
his  disgrace,  had  prided  himself  on  fbrget- 
tiiig  that  he  was  a-Briton,  He  wi»,  however, 
reminded  of  it  by  the  sudden  departure, 
of  the  British  ambassador,  and  the  deda* 
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m&m  cf  war  betwden  the  two  cotiii  tries. 
The  Anglo-Frenehman  in  haste  quitted 
the  phce  lo  which  he  had  intended  to  pass 
tibe  renminder  of  his  dajrs^  and,  unable  to 
l^iok  f&t  Mi  imtdnt  s>{  returning  to  his 
imt\ye,  Iwd,  had  made  his  way  into  It9iy» 
a^d  6x^^  hi^  resoictence  at  Flbcenee.  Hi$ 
rank  apid  f0f tuni^  m^dd  him  ev^  wbi^pe  a 
tlr^eleomje.  Yi^0v,;a^  m  pitrty  w^^^onai- 
dcapftl  fj^mptett^  qnl0sp'dlr..Stftni»^r  ho» 
ipin^  it  wHh  hi^  p^eseapa 
.  It  waa  with  iM9ti«^  that  Mr,  Stanmer 
pkimfd^ikeuieltf  upen  having  no4bing  Eng- 
lish hijit  hift  ndmQ :  in  mitnn^r  be  waa  the 
j^a^t  pt^^maitre:  ^AmksUim  w^a  hia 
idcd-^not  to  pfiy  it,. but  to  re^¥e  it;  but 
Im  early  di^^eoy^ejred  that  il. wafa  a  goir 
which  would  not  long  pass  curreill  Ipridi* 
out  h  wrre^ipmdifig  txc^ang^;  at  ^Uoh,  he 
wa^  always  |i^y  to  dli^nirse^  tntstw^g  to 
cban^  for  remnnenitioii. 

Enatooe  had  aapiiAeed  toolargdy  to  the 
green-eydd  mtNAster  to  cpriceal  hisfeelings. 
His  jealopisiljr  waa  wbis^^ered  about^  and 

the 
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the  attentions  paid  to  his  'wi£e^  from 
natural  disposition  of  man  to  annoy  .i 
Deigbbour,  were  doubled.  Her  beauty  Boon 
attracted  the  notice  of  iMr.  Stanoier,  who* 
expressed  his  pity  tliut  so  fine  a  wtmiaii' 
should  be  tied  to  a  man  of  such  confined 
ideas.  Considering  it  proper  that  what 
he  chose  to  term  egregious  fbily  should 
meet  its  pumshtnent,  he  exerted  every 
means  to  exasperate  the  husband,  by  em* 
deavouring  to  make  himself  appear  in  the* 
capacity  of  a  favoured  lover. .  The  wife 
of  Eustace  unhappily  feU  mto  the  siiare:;. 
she  was  pleased  with  being  distinguished 
by  a  man  universally  admired;  by  the  wo^ 
men,  and  with  thus  exciting  theenvy  of  her 
sex.  Stanmer  was  eontinusdly  whispering' 
in  her  ear  the  most  trivial  remarks,  and 
playing  a  variety  of  tricks,  which  tbough> 
in  themselves  *^  light  as  air,"  were  to  her 
jealous  husband  ^  coi^matioa  strong  aib 
holy  writ" 

In  a  peremptory  manner  the  htuband  feiC 
bade  his  wife  to  associate  witb^tbe  ob^tct-qf 

k4  his 
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his  suspicioit  The  ccAnmand  was  delivered 
in  ia  tone  of  voice  to  which  Clara  had  hitherto 
been  a  stranger ,  her  spirit  was  loft)%  and 
she  flatly  refused  compliance  to  what  she 
called  an  idle  whim.  She  was  hurt  to  see 
her  husband  thus  vexed^  but  thought  her- 
self called  upon  to  maintain  the  privileges 
of  her  sex;  she  inwardly  proposed  to 
alter  her  behaviour,  but  not  to  let  her 
husband  suppose,  that  the  altecation  was  the 
consequence  of  his  will  and  pleasure  so 
Tehemently.  expressed.  Eustace  was  cut 
to  the  soul  on  peroeiving  that  his  wife, 
on  her  next  meeting  with  Stanmer,  still 
persisted  in  her  levity.  Giving  himself 
up  as  a  lost  man,  blighted  in  all  his  hopes, 
and  ruined  for  ever  in  his  peace  of  mind, 
he  hastened  home  to  bid  farewell  to  his 
child,  and  to  arrange  some  papers  which 
his  sudden  death  would  render  necessary 
to  the  devdopment  of  bis  affairs,  and  then 
retiu'ned  to  watch  the  egress  of  Stanmer 
'from  an  assembly  at  which  all  parties  were 
^present,  in  order  to  demand  the  satisfao* 
'  '       ,  tion 
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tidn  which  he  o(»isidei!ed  due  to  an  injured 
husband. 

Stanmer  was  too  much  a  man  qfhommr^ 
and  too  experiaiced  a  swcNrd^man,  to  refuse 
the  satisfaction  demanded,  although  in 
reality  he  had  given  no  grounds  of  of-> 
fence.  In  skill  and  coolness  he  was  infi-^ 
nitely  the  superior  of  Eustace,  who,  with 
little  practice  at  Iris  weapon,  had  the  ad- 
ditional disadvantage  of  acting  under  the 
influence  of  passion.  The  rencounter  was 
in  the  open  street,  just  at  the  dawn  of  the 
morning.  In  a  moment  Eustace  was  dis- 
armed, but  his  antagonist  again  handed 
him  his  sword.  On  any  other  occasion,. 
Eustace^  would  have  been  the  first  to  have 
acknowkdged  the  generosity,,  but  life  had 
no  longer  any  charm.  In  a  paroxysm  of 
rage,  inoreased  by  what  had  just  passed, 
he  rushed  impetuously  towards  hi^  adver*» 
sal^y:  Stanmer,  no  longer  standing  upon 
ceremony,  exerted  his  skill,  parried  the 
thrust,  and  at  the  same  instant  passed  his 

K  5  sword 


ftword  through  the  bod^r  of  Eustace,  who 
was  immediately  extended  on  the  ground. 

Stanmer  immediately  returned  to  the 
house  he  had  just  left  to  procure  assistance 
to  the  wounded  Eustace.  The  intelli^ 
genoe  was  conveyed  abruptly  to  tJie  wife> 
who  was  wmting  the  return  of  her  hus- 
Itand,  and  who  rushed  distracted  to  the 
apot,  filling  the  air  with  self  reproaches. 

Eustace  was  conveyed  to  his  abodes  and 
|»)aced  under  the  <»re  of  a  surgeon,  who  de^ 
elared  his  doubts  of  the  patient's  recovery. 

The  wife  of  Eustace  was  early  expect- 
Sng  to  give  birth  to  a  second  child.  The 
shock  she  received  occasioned  a  premature 
delivery,  and  botk  the  mother  and  her  in« 
£mt  were  consigned  to  the  arms,  of  deat&L 
The  wretehed  husband,,  writhing  in  agony,, 
called  for  his  wife^-her  absence  was  attri* 
buted  to  illness,  and  ii  was  with  the  utmort 
difficulty  a^t  his  mind  was  kept  in  a  suf* 
ficient  state  of  calmness  to  avoid  a  mortii- 
£cation  in  the  wound- 
Things 
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Tfiitigs  were  in  this  dreadful  situation, 
when  Milford  returned  to  Florence,  two 
months  before  the  appointed'  time:    The* 
sight  of  his  friend,  was  to  Eustace  a  re* 
▼iving, ccH'dial,  but  still  his  ay  was  for  hist 
wife— By  degrees  he  learnt  the  fatal  truth, . 
and  saw  the  full  extent  of  his  misery.     Of 
all  his  dreams  of  happiness,  nothmg  but 
his  boy  was  lefl  r  he  looked  upon  himself 
as  the  murderer  o^  his  wife,  and  felt  thati 
he  should  soon  be  again:  united  to  her*      » 

"  When  tilings  are  at  the  worst,'*  say« : 
^e  head'  of  one  of  our  chapters^  **  they 
will  mendV*  this  Was  the  case  with  EusJ- 
tace — there  were  no  fresh  misfortunes  ix$  > 
befall   him,  and  he  gradually  reoondiled 
himself  to  his  unhappy  fate, .   His*  wound 
was  doing  well,,  but  he- was*  eauti^ined: 
against  ever  resorting  to  any  violent  eiter-- 
tions,  either  of  mind  or  body..   The  boj^ 
reconciled  his  father  to  life,  and  his  fivst : 
car^  was  to  obtain  proofs  of  his  legitimacy, . 
duplicates  of  which,  9s  has  olreadjr^  beeii . 
*»     -  K  6.  observed,. 
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observed,  were  put  into  the  possession  of 
Milford. 

Eustace  still  concealed  his  rank  at  Flo- 
rence,  which  he  gladly  left,  on  being  re- 
commended a  sea  voyage,  for  the  re-es- 
tablishmeht  of  his  health.  Mil£brd  had 
formed  a  commercial  connexion  at  Paler- 
mo, which  prevented  him  fix>m  attending 
Kustace  and  his  son  to  England,  whither 
lie  resolved  to  proceed.  Milford,  how- 
ever, attended  them  to  Ijcghom,  and  hav- 
ing provided  a  proper  nurse  for  the  child, 
discharged  all  the  domestics,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  an  Englishman,  who  had  enter- 
ed the  service  of -Eustace  at  Florence  (and 
who  is  already  known  to  the  reader  as  Mr. 
Oatterwick),  passing  by  the  appellation  of 
Daniel  Williams. 

Milford  took  leave  of  his  friend  on  board 
tke  vessel  which  was  to  convey  Eustace 
and  his  heir  to  the  native  land  of  the  for- 
mer, with  the  firm  conviction  that  his  per- 
fejCt  recovery  was  beyond  a  doubt.     He 

then 
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then  returned  to  Palermo,  and,  nnti],  his 
meeting  with  Mr.  Lawrence  at  Calcutta, 
had  been  the  sport  of  fortune  in.  a&  parts 
of  the  globe.  The  blind  goddess  had  in- 
deed treated  him  scurrily;  but  at  last, 
under  the  guidance  of  Matilda's  brother,  his 
talents  had  enabled  him,  in  a  moderately 
short  time,  to  procure  an  independence 
sufiScient  for  his  wants,  and  with  Edward 
Lawrence  he  returned  to  England,  satis- 
fied that  lord  Thirfield  alone  would  take 
any  interest  in  his  welfare. 

We  must  now  accompany  Eustace,  or 
rather  lord  Thirfield,  in  his  passage  to 
England.  On "  the  third  day,  the  violent 
sea-sickness  caused  the  rupture  of  a 
blood-vessel ;  from  that  time  tSl  his  ar- 
rival at  Falmouth,  bis  weakness  had  sen- 
sibly increased.  His  first  care,  on  land- 
ing, was  to  send  for  his  brother.  Several 
days  elapsed  without  any  answer  being 
returned  to  the  letter,  in  the  course  of 
Which  the  viscount  had  entrusted  Daniel 
Williams  with  the  knowledge  ci  bis  real 

situation, 
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tituation,  and  had  given  him  directions  iir 
what  way  to  proceed  with  regard  to  the- 
boy,  in  caae  hia. brother  shoufd  not  arrive^ 
in  time  to  see  him  alive.. 

Th6  husband  of  Lucretia  Underproof 
Yeacfaed  Fahnouth  but  just  in  time  to  re* 
ceive  hiis  brother's  dying  breath,,  and  to« 
have  the.  infant  consigned  to  his  care,  to* 
gether  with  the  documents  which  were  ta< 
prove  his  birthright.  A  vessel  bound  to- 
Leghorn  was  at  that  time  lying  off  FaU- 
mouth,  and  as  Arthur's  Italian  nurse  was . 
desirous  of  returning  to  her  caunti^,  Fitz- 
Eustace  procured  her  a  passage,  thus,  with^ 
out  suspidon,  getting  rid  of  one  witness^ 
who  mighl  be  able  to  d^at  the  intentions: 
wbidi  his  brotbecfs  account  of  his  mar^ 
riage  had  created  in  a  dastardly  mind. 

Daniel  Williams. was  apparently  the 
#nly  person,  who  could  thwart  the  views  of 
the  would-be  viscount,  but  Williams  had, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  suspected  the 
plans  of  Fit&-£ustace,  and  had,  in  Ms  owtt 
iQiad,  determined  to  profit  by  them*.  He 
.  ^  avoided 
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ttTDided  all  intercourse  with  the  brother  of 
hid  master^  as  mudb  aa  possibK  and  wlxen 
questioned  by  Fitz-Eustaoe,  declared,  his^ 
total  ignorance  of  ey&iry  transaction  in 
Mrliich  his  master  bad  been  concerned,  add-- 
Ing,  that  he  only  engaged  in  his  present 
service  the  d»y  previous  to  the  vessel  leav^ 
ing  Leghorn. 

Fit8-Eustace  cautiously  deliberated.  He 
hired  a  nurse  for  tlie  child,  whom  he  se^ 
lected  for  her  appai^nt  stupidity,  and  sent 
them  fojcward  to  Bath,  to  await  his  arrival^,. 
This  done,  he  declared  the  rank  of  his  bro- 
ther, and  directed  the  body  to  be  forward^ 
ed  to  the  family-vault,  in  Lincolnshire^ 
where  be  said  he  himself  should  attei^  the 
funeral.  At  Bath  he  dissmissed  the  €or^ 
nish  g^rl,  and  placed  the  child,  under  the* 
name  of  Arthur  Manfred,  with  a  peisoif 
reoooimended  to  him  by  thewife ^  th& 
mnkecp^., 

He  was  now  to  decide  between^fiojiesty 
and  diehbnesty.  A«  he  had  arranged  mat-^ 
tars,  be  could  eith^  advanoe  opr^cecede,  a^ 

he^ 
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'  lie  thought  proper.  Befwe  he  w^bSb  up 
his  mmd,  he  resolved  to  consult  witb  his 
wife,  whom  he  desired  to  give  him  the 
meeting  at  Stafford,  on  a  particular  emer- 
gency. 

The  daughter  of  Sampson  Uricjerproof 
did  not  take  long  to  deliberate  between 
being  the  viscountess  Tbirfield  and  the 
honourable  Mrs.  Fitz-Eustace.  She  com- 
mended her  husband'^s  prudence,  and  soon 
separated  from  him  to  return  homeward,  in 
order  to  receive  her  lord  and  master  upon 
his  arrival  at  Newcastle. 

Here  the  vismunt  first  promulgated  his 
honours ;  and  after  exposing  himself  and 
wife  to.  the  gaze  of  those  who  had  former- 
ly sneered  at  them*,  but  who  now  envied 
them,  took  lea^  of  Mr.  Underproof^  and 
proceeded  to  Loughton  Grange,  for  the 
double  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral  of 
his  brother,  and  taking  possession  of  the 
femily  estates. 

Matters^  for  a  time,  went  on  swimming* 
ly,  and  appear^  likely  to  last  for  ever 

without 


BEAUCHAMF.  S09 

without  interruption.  The  child,  that  he 
might  be  under  their  eye,  was  removed  to 
the  village  of  Loughton,  and  the  uncle 
and  aunt  were  prepared,  in  case  of  unto- 
ward accident,  to  declare  him  the  natural 
son  of  the  former  viscount,  whom  affec- 
tion for  his  brother  had  induced  the  pre- 
sent viscount  to  support  and  put  out  in 
the  world.  But  one  evening,  as  the  day 
was  dosing,  the  viscount  and  his  lady, 
contrary  tx)  their  usual  custom,  were  in- 
dulging in  a  6onjugal  ramble  in  the  park : 
on  a  sudden,  a  man  appeared  from  behind 
some  bushes,  and  hailed  the  viscount  by 
the  appellation  of  Mr.  Fitz-Eustace,  and 
commanding  them  to  make  no  noise,  as ' 
they  valued  their  lives. 

*•  BTow  dare  you,  fellow,  thus  insult  his 
lordship  ?" 

**  His  lordship !  where  is  he  ?• — This  is 
Mr.  Fitz-Eustace!  Pray,  sir,  where  is 
your  brother's  legitimate  son,  the  present 
viscount  ?  I  will  save  you  the  trouble  of 
asking  questions  as  to  whom  I  am — ^my 

name 
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name  is  Dcmiel  Williams.  We  met  at 
Fahnouth,  Mr.  Fitz-Eustace — I  accompa- 
nied your  brother  from  Leghorn ;  I  knew 
his  wife>  and  I  have  proofs  of  his  mar- 
riage. Yoii  see  it  is  your  interest  to  make 
me  a  f nend,  for  I  can  be  a  powerful  ene« 
my«  I  must  have  a  thousand  guineas  in 
gold,  by  this  time  to-morrow  evening — 
you  will  bring  them  to  me  ahne.  With 
|;heiil  I  purpose  going  to  Ammca»  and,  if 
luck  attends  me,  you  will  Aot  hear  of  me 
again.  Confess,  Mrs.  Fitz-JEtietace,  that  I 
$m  moderate  in  my  demands.'' 

The  arguments  adduced  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams were  too  powerful  to  be  resisted. 
The  viscount  saw  himself  completely  in 
the  hands  of  a  villain,  and  considered  that 
it. was  better  to  temporize  than  to  exaspe- 
rate. He  first  attempted  to  bargain  for  a 
quarter  oi  the  sum — tlien  half— but  Wil- 
liams  was  inflexible;  and  the  viscount 
Hgreed  to  produce  the  thousand  guineas  on 
the  following  evening,  at  the  same  hour 
and  place.. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Williams  took  his  leave  ft>r  the  pre*: 
9ent»  dedaiing  that  if  he  were  treated  like 
a  gentkman,  the  Kiscount  might  feel  husa-* 
self  perfectly  easy. 

The  viscount  was  |>u»etual  to .  his  pro-i 
mise.  His  yfife  would  have  deA)ed  the 
world  at  once  of  what  she  deemed  a  mtn-' 
ster  of  iniquity ;  but  it  was  not  in  her 
powtt:  murdering  by  deputy  bad  been; 
for  many  reasons,  long  out  of  &shioni»  andc 
flbe  did  not  consider  herself  capaUe  of  con- 
tending  personaliy  with  WlUians,;  or  of 
if^iDg  violent  handa  on  the  uhc^lS^din^ 
boy. 

'  For  some  years  tliey  cokitin«ied  unnlo4 
lested,  but  about  the  time  that  Arthur 
faeoame  an  inmate  with,  sir  Herbert  Beaux 
ehamp»  Mr,  Williaois  again  made  his  ap* 
pearanoe  upon  the  stage.  He  applied  in 
the  first  instanee  by  Tetter^ — ^tiiis  was  dis- 
regarded ;  then  disguising  his  person,  he 
boldly  deman4ed  an  interview  with  the 
viscount* 

The  ti^emWiiig  peer  recognized  the  voice; 

although 
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although  the  person  wa^  unknown^  The 
demand  was  now  exorbitant,  and  to  it 
the  viscount  opposed  a  plea  that  \must 
have  been  successful  in  lowering  the  views 
of  the  ruffian  :  he  declared  his  intention, 
rather  than  submit  fo  such  extortion,  and 
to  having  his  mind  harassed  by  the  dread 
of  discovery,  to  declare  at  once  the  secret 
to  the  world,  and  trust  hereafter  to  hi9 
nephew's  generorit3^ 

The  viscountess  had  been  a  listener  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  speech,^  and  now  took 
her  share  in  the  conversation*  However 
her  meek  husband  felt  disposed  to  lose  his 
title,  she  was  by  no  means  blind  to  the 
advantages  of  rank  and  fortune,  and  did 
not  think  they  could  be  purdiased  at  too 
dear  a  rate.  Too  wary  to  let  .Williams  per-, 
ceive  the  extoit  of  her  ambition,  she  be- 
gan by  tempcnrizing,  and  succeeded  in  re- 
ducing the  sum  to  be  now  paid  to  double 
the  amount  of  the  former  bribe« 

Williams  received  it  again,  promising 
that  they  should  not  for  the  future  be 

-  molested^ 
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molested.  But  he  had  a  higher  game  in 
view :  the  wife  could  not  perhaps  be  able 
always  to  maintain  her  husband  in  his  pre* 
sent  state  of  subjection,  and  if  the  viscount 
should-  take  it  into  his  head  to  expose  the 
whole  transaction,  all  his  golden  prospects 
would  be  at  an  end.  With  the  assistance 
of  some  associates,  he  endeavoured  to^n 
the  possession  of  Arthur's  p^son,  intend- 
ing by  that  means  to  keep  the  power  of 
intimidiation  within  himself  The  vis^ 
countess,  he  thought,  would  support  him 
f  n  every  demand,  and  as  the  boy  could  not 
be  proved  to  exist,  but  by  himself,  tlie 
viscount's  story  would  be  discredited. 

One  attempt  was  frustrated  by  sir  Her- 
bert, aided  by  Mr»  Marshall ;  but  it  subse- 
quently succeeded  ill  London,  and  in  the 
latter  instance  with  the  connivance  of  the 
viscountess,  who  contrived*  with  the  as- 
sistance of  an  American  captain,  to  sup- 
plant Williams  in  his  prize.  WilKams 
ivas  now  duped  in  his  turn :  it  was  useless 
for  him  to  threaten  the  disclosure  of  cii*- 

cumstances 
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cunostanc^  which  lie  had  no  ineaus  of  sub^ 
stantiating ;  he  had  been  instnunentid  in 
kidnapping  the  boy,  and  would  only  ex- 
pose bis  own  rascality,  whieh,  with  two 
thousand  guineas  m  his  pockety  he  was 
krtk  to  do. 

The  American  captain  received  five 
hundred  guineas  ftom  lady  Thirfield  for 
his  share  in  tlie  transactimi,  and  the  jmv 
mise  of  as  much  more  when  the  boy 
should  be  fixed  in  a  permanent  sitiiaticm. 
The  American,  who  had  no  clue  as  to 
what  the  boy  really  was  relieved  himself 
ftotn  his  charge  with  the  least  possible  ex« 
pence,  by  forcibly  apprenfticing  him  to  i 
brother  captain,  whom  he  fixind  ready  to 
sail  for  India,  on  his  arrival  at  Boston. 
The  second  five  hundred  he  expected  to 
receive  on  his  next  voyage  to  London, 
when  tlie  indentures  would  prove  him  to 
be  provided  for. 

It  was  not  tiH  the  return  of  AfthuY 
from,  the  Mieditecranean  that  Mr.  WiU 
liams  conld  ascertain  that  the  Deal  viscount 

Thirfield 
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Thirfield  was  still  in  existence.  During 
this  long  interval,  tlie  conscience  of  Wil- 
liams had  taken  the  alarm,  and  he  had 
sought  for  refuge  from  his  sins  und^r  the 
comfortahle  doctrine  of  faith  without 
works.  His  zeal  in  the  cause  he  had  es- 
poused had  raised  him  to  the  rank  of  a 
preacher,  and  in  that  capacity,  and  under 
his  real  name  of  Clatterwick,  he  nmde  a 
fresh  attack  upon  the  viscountess  and  her 
family,  and  was  the  hmppy  means  of  their 
being  visited  by  the  new  birth.  The  pi- 
•ous  arguments  of  Mr.  Clatterwiek  made  a 
.tender  impression  on  the  virgin  heart  of 
Olivia,  and  on  his  disinterested  offer,  of 
settling  her  whole  fortune  to  her  sole  use, 
and  abuse  if  she  Hked  it,  Olivia  surrender- 
ed, and  was  hailed  as  Mrs.  Clatterwiek. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XU, 


Tie  be$i  in  the  Book,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  last. 

Having,  in  the  course  of  the  last  chapter, 
l»t>ught  all  our  matters  to  the  period  of 
the  dinner  at  Vfladx  so  many  important 
discoveries  T«re  happily  made.  Utde  re- 
mains  for  us  but  to  bring  about  the  dd- 
m)^€ment  in  such  a  way  as  will  swell  this, 
eor  fourth  volume^  to  the  size  of  its  bre^ 
iliren. 

.  Happily  for  oimselves  and  our  readers 
(claiming  the  first  rank  in  this  case,  not 
from  any  sense  of  innate  dignity,  or  fan- 
cied  superiority,  but  simply  because  a 
thing  must  be  first  written  before  it  can 
be  read),  the  space  occupied  by  the  fore- 
going parts  of  our  story  leaves  us  but  lit- 
de  room  to  enter  at  length  into  the  detail 

of 
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ofdoetiirences  which  Usually  put  an  end  to 
a  ^lirtship,  and  which  give  t0  the  parUe^* 
Qonceraed  all  the  legal  privileges  of  quar- 
relling as  soon  as  they  feel  themselves  dis«- 
posed  ^o  to  do.    If  any  person  is  anxious 
ibr  a  wedding  proce6si0n»  as  long  as  a  ducah 
funeral  (which  in  some  cases  has  been 
known  to  readi   from  Charing-ctDss  to 
Westminster  Abbey,  and   Mrhich.muetf 
th^refqr^  be  allowed,  in  dl  conscience,  t6> 
be  long  enough),  he  has  only  to  refer,  ta 
the  nuptial  ceremony  of  sar  Charles  Gran- 
dison  with  Miss  Harriot  Eyron,  and  for 
his  own  pleasure  to  omit,  on  the  present 
occasion,  wy  of  the  particulars  in  the  prow 
eeedings  of  sir  Charles  whidi  do  not  ex- 
actly aeccrd  with  his  taste*    By  this  means 
tiie  maniage  <^  the  right  lu»iourafole  Ar- 
thur Fitz-£u$taee,  lord  visdbuntTfairfield, 
&c.  &c.  &c.,  heretofore  known  under  the" 
app^ation  of  Ai'thnr  Manfred,  to  Miss 
Gertrude  Simpson  Beaudiamp,  daughter 
and  sole  heiress  to  Mr  Heri)ert  Bsauchamp, 
baro^net,  &c,  ^c.  &a,  will  baone  of  the  tew: 

VOL.  IV,  I, 
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tiij^t  a9e.  celebrated,  to .  the .  entue  satis&c* 
tioQy  not  only  of  th^mselres,  but  of  all  the 
v€»t  of  the  WQi^d  Iff  ho  have  eitiier  seen*  or 
heardofthfiixL    i 

.  We  am  aware  tiiot,  on  such  a  happy 
dvent.  (leayjoig^  to  my  one  tp,  decide  whe- 
ther the  happiness^oonsists  in  the  mandage 
vbaelfi  as  ^  nuurmge,  ojas  bringing  the 
bookito  a  i^eedy  ternjination),  in  order  to 
6tevate  the  farSJft  and  l»idegn)om  to  that 
pnnade  of  distinction  to  which  all  brides 
ofheaaty  unpanQleted^and  all  bridegrobms 
of '  .aooomplishmexlts  unexampled^  fiw  so 
liohly  cjntitled,  and.  wliioh  they  h|ive  inva^ 
liafaly  enjoy ed»  aa^.as  our^post-dituvian 
records  give: us  iany  in&rmation^uppn  the 
stil^^t  their  advancement  jaiiisinecessa«> 
rily.he  attfaided  with  the  negulariportiaa 
qf  envy»  hatced,  malice,/  avid  *  att>  uncharu 
tableness.  *    . 

.  Noy^»  harshly  as.  these  t£rm»  gmteiqipii 
the  ea£,  th^y  are  never lAie^ss  suscdptiUe 
qf  the  .gxeatest  .melody/  asid*  as^aoeanapani- 
nients^  are  eapable  o^  being^modvikited  so* 

"'  'as 
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as  to  be  condudre  to  the  most  comj^ete 
hannony. 

•  That  which  no  one  prizes  can  be  of  no 
value,  and  we  will  venture  to  assert  that 
the  greatest  charm  which  an  individual  <jf' 
one  sex  possesses  in  the  eyes  of  an  indivi- 
dual of  the  other  sex,  takes  its  rise  from 
the  consdousnesi^  of  either  possessing  that 
which  the  envious  would  covet ;  and  when 
once  the  tenth  commandment  is  broke, 
hatred,  nialice,  and  all  uncharitableness,  are 
saire  to  follow. 

Had  not  Gertrude  Beauchamp  been  the 
object  of  getieral  attraction,  she  would 
neither  have  been  fit  for  the  heix)iiie  of  a 
rtovel,  nor  for  the  wife  of  Arthur  Man- 
fred ;  and  had  not  the  latter  been  a  per- 
sonage for  whoih  many  a  heart  fluttered 
openly,  and  for  whom  a  stili  great»  num- 
ber sighed  inwardly,  he  would  have  been 
unworthy  the  regards  of  the  former — at 
least,  if  any  one  who  knows,  or  fancies  he 
knows  any  thing  about  her,  should  take  it 
into  his  head  to  broach  a  difierent  opinion, 

LS  aU 
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all  we  can  say  is,  tliat  we  have  written, 
and  he  has  read,  to  very  little  purpose. 
.  As  to  the  newly-dubbed  peer,  we  must 
confess  that,  with  the  exception  of  his  fair 
cousin;  we  hav.e  adduced  no  one  instance 
of  female  regard ;  but  the  absence  of  the 
proof  is  by  no  means  to  be:taken  as  con- 
clusive of  the  pon-existence  of  the  fact 
We  have  xiescribed  Arthur  a^be  was,  and, 
fully  aware  of  the  extreme  scarcity  of  such 
a  commodity  (this  term^  by-the-bye,  is  only 
applicable  to  him  in  his  married  capacity, 
a  husband  being,  according  to  mod^n  ac- 
ceptation, little  d^  than  an  appendage  to 
l)is  wife,  apd  appenda{^  and  commodities, 
if  they  we  not  sypony  paous,  they  ought  to 
be  so)i  it  was.peifectly  unnecessary,  strait- 
ened as  w^  air^^fpr  rqonn  to  have  entered 
into  a  detail,  of  things  which  must  follow, 
W  much  matters  of  course  as  that  two  and 
t>yo  do  not  make  five,  at  any  other  place 
except  the  custom-house.  . 

But  whatever  blame  may  be  laid  to  our 
charge  for  our  neglect  of  Arthur,  we  shall 

clearly 
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cJearfy  be  exculpated  from  the  like  acqu- 
satiotis  as  to  Gertrude ;  and  if  we  did  not 
enumerate  more  instances  of  her  all-com* 
manding  influence,  it  was  because  the 
samples  we  gave  were,  in  our  estimation, 
fully  sufficient;  and  we  hereby  order  it  to 
be  considered,  that  his  grace  of  Limber- 
ham  (naming  hinr  first  on  the  score  of 
title),  the  earl  of  Spalding,  sir  Toby  Thic- 
ket, and  Mn  Belrow,  are  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  the  several  orders  of  male  bi- 
peds in  the  unmarried  niarket. 

Lady  TKirfield — ^but  without  explana- 
tion, this  woiild  be  a  botheration  of  terms 
(we  know  the  word  "  botheration  ^  is  not 
elegant,  but  then  it  has  the  advantage  of 
being  expressive) :  when  we  advanced  Ar- 
thur  to  his  rightful  inheritance,  we  brought  | 

the-  pretenders   down   to   plain  Mr.  and  | 

Btrs.  Fitz-Eustace— con sequently  the  lady 
Thirfield  who   iis  now  before   us   is   the    . 
newly-married  wife  of  the  newly-dubbed 
(we  cannot  help  the  repetition)  viscount,    . 
and  as  such,  there  being  no  dowager  in  the 

La  case. 
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xsase,  16  the  only  lady  Thirfield  breathing; 
apd  even  with  the  explanation  given,  we 
^re,  on  recoUeetion,  ready  to  admit  that 
there  is  rather  too  much  of  abruptness  in 
the  transition  we  have  made  from  the 
AHnner,  when  nothing  was  publicly  known» 
to  Gertrude's  bearing  the  title,  when  every 
)thing  was  accprnplished.  Anxious,  there«> 
fore,  that  no  blame  shall  attach  to  us,  on 
the  score  of  witliholding  information,  t<» 
whidii  the  reader  who  has  waded  thus  far 
is  justly  entitled,  we  will  return,  if  not  to 
the  knives  and  forks  .  at  the  dinner  in 
question,  at  least  to  the  persons  that  hand* 
led  them. 

Afler  the  ci-devant  Thirfield  family  had 
withdrawn  themselves  from  the  fea^t,  ex« 
pressly  provided  to  celebrate  the  Clatter^ 
wick  union,  the  rest  of  the  party  sat  down 
to  the  table  with  appetite  proportioned  i» 
the  share  that  each  bore  in  the  circunv* 
stances  which  had  just  been  developed. 
With  some,  as  with  the  countess,  the  ba- 
ronet, and  lady  Beauchamp,  the  joy  was 

pure 


ffxre  mjA'VtaD&giedi  tvith  Edwaotl  UiW" 
renoe  mti  Milf(ird»  l^ere  WAs^  a  slight, 
ti)«»^h  but  a  sTight;  iiKterm}:stme  of  indif- 
ferftnce ;  Imd  with  Gertrude,  tite  satis&O- 
tiM  at  rllif!  irttDoval  of  evdry  obstade  be- 
tween ber  aM  ber  hopes  was  alloyed  with 
a  seoiet  dread  tliat<  thife  heart  of  Aliihiar 

0 

x&igbt  prote  as  diangeable  as  his  fortune* 
To  enter  into  the  feefings  of  the  h^ro  him- 
ttelf  is  beyond  iisr  fop  his  mind  ^^^as  acted 
tipcm  by  stfcka'divet^sity  of  paissiiDns,  each 
of  whidilifaaDded  with  the  others  by  rl^ucli 
imperoeptirible  degrees,  that' 'it  wouM  he 
.Biextix)  ioDpoGBilde  to'sdpar^te  them.  Likb 
O^trude^  .he  fehlthat,  ins  the  eyes  of  the 
worlds  the  distaiuae  between  them  was  now 
removed ;  but  he  had  considered  hknself 
Jis- fhe  lehiM  of  di^neb,  and  up  to  tlie  pre- 
neaoA  ixtdm^tt  /had  been  received  liy  the 
.baronet  as  smh,  .  Hablt^  he  w^  fearful, 
wouid  opetate  with  sir  Herbert,  and  in- 
diie6  him  »liU  to  faiicy  that  the  being  who 
JDOw  aspired  to  his.  daughter's  hand  was 
fermerLy.an  object  clf:Uis.  charity,  and  only 

L  4  latterly 


latterly  lend^ed  independefitj  l^r  the  un- 
lobked-for  kindness  x>f  a  perfect  Umnger.  * 
Speeches  of  coiig9ratiilatk>n  mUsI}  needs- 
nasify  be  short,  foar  the  powera  .of  language 
Bxe  confined  to  >the  iises  t9i  9ffltich  the^ 
hte  ajppUed.  The  pairis^  of  lifer  ^  iliey  ait 
most  predotniniiity'  tail  sapj[)l3r. the  tongue 
ivitb  an  almost  eyerlasting'i  theme,  hsk 
pleasure  is  so  seldom  niet  With,  that  a  few 
commonplace  expressions  are  all  she  can 
afford,  and  are  all  that  are 'necessary  for 
herpiupose.  Thus  circumstanoed,  the  hour 
of  separation  was  .w^etcomed^'  plirtiailaily 
by  those  inost .  tntfira$ted.  in  :the  events, 
who  were  des&noiis  of  indulging  in  sell^ 
communion,  and  of  calculating  lipon  con- 
\sequences.  •  .'  [^    ' 

.  To  break  through  the  restraint  which 
•pien^aded  every  one*,  lady  Earlingbury, 
who  had  returned  after  depositing  Olivia 
at  her  house,  was  the  first  to  take  her  de- 
parture ;  tapping  Arthur  as  she  passed  him 
upon  the  shoulder,  to  whisper  in  his  ear 
the  hour  of  twelve,  at  the  same  time,  cast- 
ing 


t 
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lug  a  look  at  Gertrude,,  which  she  alone 
dould  comprehend. 

*  Edward  Lawrence  and  Milford  then 
raade  a  plea-  of  fatigue  from  travelling,  and 
retreated,  the  one  to  his  hotels  and  the 
oth»  ta  his  chamher. 

The  old  subject  wag  quite  exhausted, 
and  it  was  too  late  to  start  a  fresh  one;  the 
baronet  and^his  wife  contented  themselves 
therefore  with  simply  repeating  what  they 
Jiad  said  before. 

•*  Gertrude,"  said  her  father, "  how  comes 
it  you  are  so  silent  ?** 

"  Is  my  pleasure  less,  my  dear  father^ 
for  being  unable  to  express  it?  Lord 
Thirfield  will,   I  am  sure,  believe  that 


» 


«  — Feel  joy  I  suppose,  Gertrude,  with 
that  long  dismal  face." 

"Suppose,  papa,  we  say  good  night; 
and  then  we  shall  see  what  the  morning^ 


will  bring  forth." 
"Good  night  r 
"Goodniffhtr 


l5  Ai 
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As  soon  as  leisure  permitted,  Arthur— « 
for  so  we  shall  call  him  to  the  end  of  our 
chapter,  it  being  hardly  worth  while  to 
bother  our  hero  with  a  title  which  he  is 
likely  to  bear  so  short  a  time — Arthur^ 
then,  sought  his  uncle,  who  had  retired 
fVom  th6  field,,  and  who,  &r  more  reasons 
the^n  one,  had  earnestly  requested  that  the 
place  of  his  retreat  should  be  known  to 
bis  nephew  alcme.  Arthur  felt  much  gra^ 
tified  at  the  appearance  of  the  cUJant 
viscount,  fbr,  in  shaking  off  his  title,  the 
honourable  Charles  Fitz-Eustace  had  com- 
pletely shaken  off  his  cares,  among  which 
must^of  course  be  included  his  shiew  of  a 
wife. 

Fitz-Eustace  again  entreated  for  for^^ 
pveness  from  his  nephew,  who  would 
have  acted  very  unlike  himself,  if  he  had 
not  sliewn  that  there  was  not  a  single 
spark  of  animosity  in  his  composition^ 
Fitz-Eustace  expressed  a  wish  to  retire 
into  that  obscurity  where  there  would  be 
nothing  to  remind  him  of  what  he  had 

been. 


been,  or  •rattier'  of  w^at  h^  lH^  i^amm^d 
to  be:  He.fovild  but  yield  up  evfery 
thii^  he  po^essedf~tbi$  be  pMfe&sed  fai^ 
readiness  to  ,dQj  eveq  to  the  leaving  his 
wife,  whom  he  dedared  to  be  uudeseiryihg, 
and  Jh^r  ^tn^ldren^  whon)  he  4ei^lared  ilot 
to  be  l^isy  entirely  destitute*         . 

In  this  Arthur  perceived  the  safi)e;dasr 

Hardly  mind  ^hich  had  alii^aya  induct 

Fita JEmstaoe^  to  bend  to^  present  ^ircuoSt*^ 

st^i^es.  The  iiephew  would  *wiffi«igly 
have  r^sptot^d  his  unol^^  but  it  w*  imi^ 
poissuible<;  all  h^  could  do,  therefore;  was  tcr 
plaoe  him  in  a  situation  of  comparative 
comfort,  and  to  preserve  hito  froni  ariy 
dmio3/^^:iee  oti  the  part  of  his  wife'  md:hit 
children,  by  making  the  btter  ^tif^ly  disr^ 
pendent  upOn  himselfi  ahd  by  giving  them 
Itilly  to;  understaiid  that  Ms;  lils^laty.  fkt^ 
thesn  VcAil^  be  proportioned  4o^  thfe  cai* 
with  wh^^h ;  tb^y  ^voided  any  moleisitatioB 
tOiv^ardsi'hiss  imefe.  ;  :.  r 

«f  e£^4^ifiig:  his^^fVf^    but  sjttijfypii^Fitiei 

L  €  Eustace 


•** 


Eustatee  'erf  ev€»ry  thing  he  possessed,  in 
order  to  return  it  again  to  the  fami^^, 
through  his  own  means.  Fitz-Eustace 
could  not  hesitate  aii  insrtant 
'  This  was  no  sooner  acme,  and  a  general 
reles^  given  on  his  own  pBirt,  tliSn  Arthur 

placed  a  bank-note  of  one  thduisa^d  pounds 

»  •     •     • 

in  the  hands  of  his  uncle,  and  informed  him 
that  he  might  draw  upon  his  bahkisr  for 
the  same  amoutit  yearly,  at  the  same  time 
recommdndilig  him  to  withdraw  from  the 
kingdom,  until  a  complete  and  effectual 
separation  was  accomplished  with  his  wife 
Arthur  wished  to  bury  the  past  in 
oblivion ;  and  he  was  not  sorry,  on  making 
further  inquiry,  to  find  that  be  could  pro-^ 
▼ide,  in  the  most  ample  manner,  from  the 
aavihg^  the  Fitz-Eustaces  had  made  ifrom 
the  jearil^  ihoome  of  the  estates,  as  a  for- 
tttiielbr  the  daughters.  Although  Arthur 
#88  of  course  entitled  to  every  thing,  he 
was  contented  witli  receiving  the  family 
property  as  it  stooA;  he  detennifiied  there- 
ibre  to  apply  the  saviiigs  aoMrflng  to 

th^ 
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their  Original  intention,  subject,  however^ 
to  the  good  behaviour  of  the  parties.  Fitz- 
Eustace  took  the  advice  of  his  nephew, 
and  secretly  departed  for  Hamburg,  bear- 
ing with  him  Arthur's  positive  assurance 
that  his  family  should  not  be  neglected. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  his  uncle,  to 
their  mutual  satisfaction,  Arthur  next 
proceeded  to  afford  comfort  to  his  wtz- 
gentle  aunt.  This  was,  as  may  be  readily 
supposed,  no  veiy  pleasant  task,  but  there 
was  no  one  on  whom  he  could  with  pro- 
priety devolve  it.  Her  situation,  in  every 
point  of  view,  was  humiliating,  and  Ar- 
thur was  unwilling  that  any  one  but  him* 
self  should  be  a  witness  of  it  It  was  only 
after  repeated  messages  of  kindness  and 
conciliation,  that  Lucretia  would  venture 
upon  an  interview  with  her  much-abused 
nephew ;  and  when  he  was  at  length  ad^ 
mittedf  he  was  received  with  looks  of 
haughty  insolence,  tinctured  with  con* 
scious  guilt,  and  occasionally  betraying  the 
marks  of  gloomy  despair. 

Lucretift 
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Lucretia  suffered  Arthut  tb  fftoce^ 
without  tiny  iuterroption.  He  explained 
to  her  his  future  intentions  with  regard  to 
herself  and  &mily»  and  }n  the  first  place 
in;sisted  that  fi)rinal  articles  of  sepamtion 
should  be  executed  between  her  and  h^ 
husband*  He  then  gave  her  distinctly  to 
understand,  that  any  thing  beyond  the 
proceeds  of  her  own  fortune  woiild  entire- 
ly  depend  upon  her  leaving  Fitz-Eustaoe 
free  from  all  molestation  on  her  part. 

Although  he  was  anxioua  that  his  oou* 
sins  should  appear  well  kk  tbe  wOirid,  he 
was  loth  to  effect  a  fomUe  dis^anctloit 
betwe^i  them  and  their  mother;  he 
therefore  left  it  opUfwal  wit&  Ifhe  latter 
whetlier  i^  would  prefer  five  hundred 
a-year  to  be  added  to  her  income,  o» 
eendition  of  her  resignit%  to  him  the 
cbarge  and  superintendence  of  her  daugh<* 
t^rs^  or  of  maintaining  them  entirely  fh>m 
her  own  means.  In  t}fie  fcntner  case,  Ar- 
thur promised  to  put  them  forward  in  life, 
and  to  establish    th^OQ  in  a  way  corres 

sponding 
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s{x>nding  to  their  rank,  whenever  opportu- 
nity offered ;  in  the  latter  case,  he  should 
consider  that  neither  the  mother  nor  the 
daughters  had  any  further  claims  upon- 
him. 

Arthur  was  but  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  sordid  disposition  of  Lucretia  tor 
entertain  much  doubt  as  to  which  her  pre- 
ference would  be  directed — and  he  was  not 
deceived.  Without  the  lea&t  hesitation, 
she  grasped  at  the  money,  promising  com^  . 
pliance  with  aH  that  was  required  of  her,  ' 
adding,  that  her  brats  might  go  to  the 
— i — .  Arthur  fulfilled  his  promise,  and 
secured  to  her  an  annuity  of  five  himdred 
pounds,  which  was  to  be  paid  to  her 
through  the  medium  of  trustees^  and* 
which  was  to  be  forfeited,  on  her  breaks 
Ing  ^the  conditions  upon  which  it  was 
granted.    . 

Having  correctly  ascertained  the  per- 
soDdl  property  which  was  supposed  to  be- 
long to  Fitz-Eustace,  and  having  ex- 
pended as  much  of  it  as  would  purchase 

the 


232  BEAUCHAMP. 

Hie  two  annuities,  Arthur  intended  to  ap* 
propriate  the  rest  as  a  provijsion  for  the 
daughters ;  it  proved,  as  times  go,  an^ 
ample  one ;  and  Jane  and  Avabella  were 
placed  in  a  family  of  respectability,  and 
ushered  into  the  world  as  Iteiresses  of  no 
mean  consideration.  By  this  m^ans,  aided 
by  the  personal  countenance  of  their  cou- 
sin and  the  Beaucharaps,  they  appeared 
under  far  better  auspices  than  if  they  had 
continued  voider  the  protection  of  the 
mock  viscountess; 

Lucretia  kept  her  word,  and  immedi- 
ately retired  from  the  metropolis,  accom- 
panied only  by  the  butler;  where  they 
went  to  is  as  yet  uncertain,  but  there  is 
Kttle  doubt  she  will  be  heard  of  when  the 
first  quarter  of  her  annuity  becomes  due. 

Witlr  Olivia  the  countess  had  little 
trouble;  all  the  fears  of  the  bride  were 
confined  to  the  dread  of  being  placed  with 
in  the  fangs  of  her  mate.  This  lady  Ear- 
lingbury  took  care  to  prevent,  by  adver- 
tising a  description  of  Clatter  wick's  person, 

and 
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ind  offering  a  reward  for  his  apprehension. 
This  her  ladyship  did  without  consulting 
any  one,  knowing  that  it  Would  not 
receive  the  sanction  of  Arthur,  who  was 
desirous  that  the  world  should  be  trou^ 
Ued  as  little  as  posi^ble  with  anything 
that  concerned  him.  Her  ladyship's  plan 
was,  however,  attended  with  complete 
success,  for  it  brought  Clatterwick  to  sue 
&r  mercy,  and  to  bargain  for  forgiveness,, 
upon  any  terms  which  should  be  prescrib- 
ed to  him.  His  sentence  was  transporta- 
tion from  his  wife  and  country,  with  a 
sum  of  money  in  his  pocket,  and  a  pro- 
spect  of  suspensio7i  if  ever  he  thought 
pr(^er  to  return. 

•*  —Pardon  me,  Mr.  Fielding;  you  have 
got  rid,  as  you  call  it,  of  but  very  few ; 
and,  let  me  tell  you,  that  you  are  coming 
to  the  most  extraordinary  conclusion  of  a 
novel  that  ever  entered  into  the  brain  of  a 
scribbler.  You  must  well  know  that  a 
novel,  like  a  comedy,  should  end  with 
marriages  and  int^marnages — with  bHss 

and 
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and  hs^piness  too  ^eat  to  be  expi'efted, 
so  that  the  word  '*  Fiiiis"  is  put  in  one 
pkce,  and  the  cnrtain  dropped  in  ih& 
other.  But  as  to  you — ^you  have  had  no- 
thing like  a  wedding ;  and  instead  of  joint- 
ing people  together,  for  the  last  h^f  hout 
you  have  been  doing  nothing  but  seps^ 
rating  them.  Surely,  Mr.  Fielding,  yon 
ought  to  know  your  duty  better  than  to 
set  husbands  in  opposition  to  their  wives: 
as  to  setting  wives  in  opposition  to  their 
husbands,  as  in  the  case  of  Olivia,  there 
is  not  so  much  harm,  because  men  were 
created  for  no  other  earthly  purpose  thorn 
,to  do  as  thfy  are  bid." 

"  Well,  my  dear,  and  what  then?   Did 
not  Fitz-Eustace  do  as  he  was  bid?'* 

"  No — He  ought  to  have  acted  by  oo»- 
sent  of  his  wife,  let  her  be  what  she  might. 
But  if  you  preach  rebellion,  Mr.  Field- 
iAg,  beware  of  practising  it.  Besidet^ 
what  do  you  mean  to  ^do  with  the  two 
^Id  fusty  badielors  you  have  brought  frouii 
India  ?     Surelv  you  might  have  left  them 

there. 
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there,  Hfor  all  th^  were  worth ;  it  is  no 
matter  where  such  blots  in  the  creation 
are  stowed." 

**  But  reodlect,  my  dear,  that  their  ap 
petites  might  have  been  too  delicate  to^ 
take  up  with  Indian  wives ;  and  you  must 
allow  that  one  day  is  not  sufficient  to  se^ 
lect  a  wife  in  England.  I  have  not  the 
smallest  doubt  tliat  when  Edward  Law- 
rence  and  Mr.  Milford  have  passed  the  re- 
gular  probation  at  the  watering-places,  and 
smelt  at  every  nosegay  presented  to  them, 
that  they  will  at  last  be  induced  to  taste^ 
and  tlius  to  rescue  some  disconsdiate  £iir 
ones  from  the  horrors  of  dn^ularity.  Aim! 
th^i,  my  dear,  consider,  tliat  although  we 
have  two  bachelors '' 

"  — Two  bachelors  only,  Mr.  Fielding ! 
—Is  Mr.  Marsliall  nobody  ?" 

"  Mr.  Marshall,  my  dear,  has  been  a 
happy  husbai^  nearly  these  three  y esws* 
and  Arthur  Marshall  can  just  say  pap-pa^ 
I  dare  say  you'll  tell.me  that  I  have  an  ©Id 
maid  in  Maria  Hammond  that  was; .  but 

about 
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about  the  same  time  that  IVIr.  MarsbalT 
took  unto  himself  a  wife,  Maria  Hstna^ 
mond,  in  the  most  natural  way  possible, 
became  Maria  Summerfield,  and  Gertrude 
Summerficld  can  just  lisp  viQfn-ma.^ 

"  But  I  declare^  Mr.  Relding,  in  sus- 
taining the  rights  and  privileges  of  wo- 
manhood, that  I  have  wholly  overlooked 
your  hero  and  heroine.  How,  and  in 
what  manner  was  their  union  brought 
about  ?     When  did  it  talke  place  ?** 

**  Really,  my  dear,  I  am  sorry  you  caw- 
not  make  use  of  your  own  imagination; 
and  bring  about  their  union  in  the  wsy 
most  agreeable  to  yourself  But,  since 
you  will  have  it,  it  was  briefly  as  fol- 
lows : — 

'*  Arthur  went  to  lady  Earlingbury^at 
the  appointed  hour;  the  countess  heard 
his  voice  m  the  passage,  and  met  him  at 
the  door  with — *  Well,  what  says  sir  Her- 
bert ?    What  say »  Gertrude  ?' 

*  I  have  seen  neither,'  was  the  rep^y^ 

^  More  fool  you  i    I  see  words  will'  be 

wasted 
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uprasl^  Upon  you,  and  therefore  I  won't 
open  my  lips  till  we  get  to  sir  Herbert's.* 

"Jt  was  in  vain  that  Arthur  tried  to 
draw  a  word  from  the  countess.  The  car- 
riage was  ordered— ^hey  got  into  it,  and 
the  coadiman  was  ordered  to  drive  ^  to. 
Lower  Brodc-5treet.  On  their  arrival*, 
they  were  ufib^red  into  the  drawing-room,, 
where  the  baronet,  his  wife,  and  daughter, 
were  seated,  in  quiet  expectation  of  what 
was  to  come  next 

"  The  door  was  no  sooner  closed  than 
lady  Earlingbury  said—*  Miss  Beauchamp^ 
when  you  have  blushed  sufficiently,  will 
you  have  the  goodness  to  Ipok  at  your 
model  of  ideal  pexfection;  only  just  at 
the  present  moment  he  is  more  like  a 
stockfish  than  anything  else.  The  right 
man  is  come  at  last,  sir  Herbert — ^what 
do  I  not  deserve  for  bringing  him  ?' 

"  The  eyelids  of  both  the  baronet  and 
his  wife  extended  to  their  utmost  stretch. 
The  former,  after  a  moment's  pause,  rose 
from  his  seat,  exclaiming*~'  Good  Hea^ 

vens ! 
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vens !  how  blind  I  have  been  f  He  tlien 
advanced  towards  Arthur,  and  seising'his 
hand,  led  him  to  his  daughter. 

'*  Lady  Beauchamp  sprang  up,  hyste^ 
rically  throwing  her  arms  round  her 
daughter,  and  indudipg  Artliur,  who  wa& 
kneeling  at  her  feet,  within  the  circle, 
cried — *  Thank  God !  my  diild  will  now 
be  happy  !'• 


rrsn. 
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